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WORLD  HOG  AHD  POEX  PROSPECTS 


Summa  ry 


Increased  feed  crop  production  in  the  United  States  in  1935  is  now 
being  reflected  in  heavier  weights  of  hogs  slaughtered  compared  with  last 
year.    A  considerable  increase  is  also  likely  in  the  number  cf  pigs  pro- 
duced in  late  1935  and  1936  as  a  result,  of  the  more  plentiful  supplies 
and  lover  prices  of  feed  grains  in  this  country.    This  increase  in  the 
number  of  pigs  produced,  however,  will  probably  not  be  reflected  in 
increased  hog  slaughter  until  next  summer. 

The  British  quota  for  imports  of  bacon  and  hams  from  non- Empire 
countries  for  the  first  6  weeks  of  1936  will  be  at  the  same  weekly  rate 
as  in  the  last  3  months  of  1935,  according  to  a  recent  announcement. 
Under  this  rate  imports  of  cured  pork  from  non-Empire  countries  in  the 
first  6  weeks  of  1936  will  be  about  16  percent  smaller  than  in  the 
corresponding  period  of  1935.      The  allocation  to  the  United  States 
continues  to  be  8.1  percent  of  the  total  quota.    British  imports  of 
bacon  continued  to  decline  in  October.    As  a  result  of  the  quota  system 
for  non- Empire  countries,  imports  of  bacon  into  Great  Britain  from 
Canada  and  the  Irish  Eree  State  have  increased  materially  in  the  last 
2  years  relative  to  imports  from  other  countries. 

There  has  been  little  change  in  the  livestock  and  meat  situation 
during  the  last  month  in  continental  Europe.     The  present  shortage  of 
fats  is  resulting  in  some  reductions  in  trade  barriers.     Marked  decreases 
in  the  import  duty  on  lard  have  been  made  in  Germany,  Czechoslovakia, 
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and  Austria.     Because  of  the  lack  of  foreign  exchange  however,  trade  in 
lard  is  still  largely  on  a  barter  basis.     Germany  has  recently  negotiated 
or  renewed  trade  agreements  with  Poland,  Denmark,  and  Hungary  providing 
for  the  exchange  of  German  industrial  goods  for  hogs,  lard,  and  other 
animal  products  of  the  other  countries. 

United  States 

The  increase  in  feed  crop  production  in  1935  is  now  being  reflected 
in  heavier  weights  of  hogs  slaughtered  than  in  1934.    Although  the  increase 
in  supplies  of  feed  grains  is  also  resulting  in  a  marked  increase  in  the 
number  of  pigs  produced,   the  chief  effect  of  the  greater  feed  supplies 
upon  supplies  of  pork  and  lard  in  the  next  3  months  will  be  to  increase 
the  average  weight  of  hogs  marketed.     In  October  the  average  weight  of 
hogs  slaughtered  was  about  14  pounds  heavier  than  a  year  earlier  and  a 
similar  increase  occurred  in  November.     The  increase  in  average  weights, 
however,  will  offset  only  a  part  of  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  hogs 
slaughtered  during  the  current  winter  season  compared  with  last  year. 

Hog  prices  advanced  somewhat  during  November  after  having  declined 
sharply  from  late  September  through  October.     The  rise  in  prices  was 
brought  about  largely  by  seasonal  improvement  in  the  demand  for  hog 
products  although  the  low  level  of  slaughter  supplies  and  the  very  small 
storage  holdings  of  hog  products  probably  were  contributing  factors  of 
some  importance.    From  late  September  to  early  November  the  price  of  hogs 
declined  abdiit  $2.00  per  100  pounds.     The  Chicago  average  price  for  the 
week  ended  November  9  was  $9.08  but  by  the  first  week  of  December  this 
average  had  advanced  to  $9.75.     The  average  price  of  hogs  at  Chicago 
for  the  month  of  November  was  $9.31  compared  with  $9.83  in  October  and 
$5.66  in  the  corresponding  month  of  1934.     The  spread  between  prices 
of  the  different  classes  and  weights  of  hogs  in  November  was  very  small 
and  was  much  less  than  usual  for  this  time  of  year. 

Slaughter  supplies  of  hogs  in  November,  v/e re  larger  than  in  October 
but  the  increase  was  less  than  average  for  this  period.  Inspected 
hog  slaughter  in  November,  totaling  about  2,422,000  head,  was  about  13 
percent  greater  than  in  the  preceding  month  but  it  was  the  smallest  for 
November  since  1907.    As  compared  with  November  last  year  the  decrease 
in  inspected  slaughter  was  about  44  percent  or  about  the  same  as  the 
rate  of  decrease  in  other  recent  months. 

Market  prices  of  corn  shifted  to  a  new  crop  basis  in  early  November; 
The  average  price  of  No.  3  Yellow  corn  at  Chicago  for  November  was  62.1 
cents  per  bushel  compared  with  82  cents  in  October  and  83  cents  in 
November  19340    Farm  prices  of  corn  also  declined  sharply  in  November. 
The  United  Slates  average  farm  price  on  November  15  was  56.4  cents  per 
bushel  compared  with  71.8  cents  on  October  15  and  88.1  cents  on  November 
15  last  year.     The  decline  in  farm  prices  of  corn  in  recent  weeks  reflects 
not  only  the  shift  to  a  new  crop  basis,  but  it  is  also  partly  the  result 
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of  the  low  average  quality  of  the  1935  corn  crop.     'The  hog- corn  price 
ratio  in  the  .North  Central  States  on  November  15  was  15.6,  the  highest 
since  early  1933.     This  higher  ratio  is  largely  responsible  for  the 
heavier  weight  of  hogs  marketed  in  the  last  month  compared  with  a  year 
earlier.     It  is  reported  that  hogs  are  now  "being  finished  in  a  much  more 
desirable  condition  than  for  some  time  and  this  is  doubtless  due  to  the 
more  plentiful  supplies  and  lower  prices  of  corn. 

According  to  the  November  crop  report  the  indicated  corn  crop  in 
1935  for  the  United  States  is  2,211,268,000  bushels  which  is  61  percent 
•greater  than  the  small  1934  crop  but  it  is  about  14  percent  below  the 
5-year  1928  to  1932  average.     The  following  table  shows  the  estimates  of 
corn  production  for  the  entire  country  for  specified  regions  for  1934  and 
1935  and  the  1928  to  1932  average  production.     It  will  be  observed  from 
this' table  that  the  Largest  increase  in  the  corn  crop  compared  with  last 
year  occurred  in  the  West  North  Central  States  which  was  the  area  most 
severely  affected  by  the  1934  drought.     Production  in  these  States  in  1935, 
however,  is  32  percent  below  the  1928  to  1932  average.     Corn  production 
in  the  East  North  Central  States  in  1935  is  only  2  percent  below  the  5-year 
average  and  in  all  States  outside  the  Corn  Belt  production  is  about  7 
percent  above  average. 


Corn  production  in  the  United  States,  by  specified  regions, 
average  1928-1932,  1934  and  1935 


:  Average 

1935  as  a 
percentage  of 

Region 

:  1928-32 

:     1934  : 

1935  l/: 

Average  : 
1928  -  32: 

1934 

North  Central  States- 

:  1,000 
!  bushels 

713,659 
.1,195,966 

1,000 
bushels 

442,570 
348,561 

1,000 
bushels 

697,929 
813,722 

Percent 

97.8 
68.0 

Perc  ent 

157.7 
233.5 

1, 909,625 

791,131 

1.511,651 

79.2 

191.1 

652,522 

585, 995 

699,617 

107.2 

119.4 

2,562,147 

1,377,126 

2,211,268 

86.3 

160.6 

Division  of  Statistical  and  Historical  Research.     Compiled  from  report  of 
the  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock  Estimates,  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics. 

l/  November  1935  preliminary  estimates. 
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Wholesale  prices  of  fresh  pork  tended  to  advance  during  November 
but  prices  of  most  cuts  of  cured  pork  were  steady  to  lower.     Lard  prices 
declined  during  the  month.     The  composite  wholesale  price  of  hog  products 
at  New  York  was  $23.71  per  100  pounds  in  November  compared  with  $24.60 
in  October  and  $15.90  in  the  corresponding  month  of  1934. 

Exports  of  pork  and  lard  in  October  continued  at  a  much  lower  level 
than  a  year  earlier.    Exports  of  pork  in  October  were  about  the  same  as 
in  September  but  they  were  only  about  one  half  as  large  as  in  October 
last  year.    Lard  exports  in  October  although  larger  than  in  September 
were  equal  to  only  about  10  percent' of  the  export  movement  in  October  1934. 
Shipments  of  pork  and  lard  in  the  principal  United  States  ports  in 
November  continued  much  below  those  of  a  year  earlier. 

Exports  of  hams  and  shoulders,  the  principal  pork  items,  were 
about  the  same  in  October  as  in  September  but  the  total  of  3,071,000 
pounds  was  about  1,300,000  pounds  smaller  than  in  the  corresponding  month 
of  1934.     The  United  Kingdom  continued  to  be  the  chief  foreign  outlet 
for  these  cats.    B;con  exports  in  October  totaled  only  233,000  pounds 
compared  with  about  903,000  in  October  last  year.    In  the  post-war 
years  prior  to  1931  bacon  was  an  important  item  in  the  export  trade  for 
pork  with  the  monthly  export  movement  usually  varying  between  5,000,000 
and  10,000,000  pounds. 

Exports  of  lard  in  October  amounted  to  2,769,000  pounds"  compared ' 
with  27,096,000  in  October  last  year.     Shipments  of  lard  to  G-reat 
Britain  during  the  month  totaled  2,017,000  pounds  while  in  October  1934 
they  were  more  than  20,000,000  pounds.    Lard  exports  to  Cuba  have  been 
reduced  considerably  in  the  last  2  months.     In  October  for  the  first 
time  in  several  months  it  ;Was  reported  that  "a -'small  volume  of  lard  was 
exported  to  Germany.     The  decrease  in  domestic  lard  production  since 
early  1935  has  been  even  greater  than  the  decline  in  hog  slaughter,  and 
the  shortage  of  lard  is  primarily  responsible  for  the  decrease  in  lard 
exports  in  1935. 

The  trade  agreement  recently  adopted  by  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  which  will  become  effective  January  ly  1936,  lowers  substantially 
the  Canadian  duties  on  imports  of  hogs  and  hog  products  from  the  United 
States.     The  Canadian  duty  on  live  hogs  from  r  the  United  States  was 
reduced  from  3  cents  to  l~l/4  cents  per  pound.     The  dTity  on  fresh  pork 
was  reduced  from  5  to  2-l/2  cents,  that  on  lard  from. 2  to  1-3/4  cents, 
and  that  on  bacon,  hams,  and  shoulders  from  5  cents  to  1-3/4  cents  per 
pound.     Prior  to  1931  when  Canadian  import  duties  were  generally  increased 
a  considerable  volume  of  ham  and  shoulders  were  shipped  to  Canada.  In 
1930  for  example  exports  of  hams  and  shoulders  to  that  country  amounted 
to  about  10,000,000  pounds.    A  fairly  large  quantity  of  other  hog  products 
also  were  exported  to  Canada  prior  to  the  duty  increases  in  1931.  Import 
duties  on  hogs  and  hog  products  in  the  United  States  were  not  changed 
by  the  Canadian  agreement. 
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New  Adjustment  Program  for  Corn  and  Hogs  in  the  United  States 

A  2-year  adjustment  program  for  corn  and  hogs  was  recently  announced 
by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  following  a  conference  of  farmers, 
representatives  of  various  state  agricultural  colleges,  and  officials  of 
the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Administration.  .  According  to  recent  announce- 
ments the  major  objectives  of  the  new  program  are  to  maintain  a  balance 
between  production  and  consumption  of  corn  and  hogs,  to  establish  the 
income  to  the  corn-hog  producers  at  a  fair  level  over  a  period  of  years, 
and  to  maintain  the  productive  capacity  of  the  land.    Briefly  the  new 
program  is  designed  to  accomplish  three  things  (l)  prevention  of  an 
excessive  production  of  corn  in  1936  and  1937,  (2)  allowance  of  an  increase 
in  the  1936  pig  crop  that  would  be  at  least  as  great  as  it  is  estimated 
would  take  place  if  no  adjustment  program  were  in  effect  and,  (3)  prevention 
of  an  excessive  1937  pig  crop* 

The  chief  provisions  of  the  program  as  related  to  1936  are  as 
follows: 

(1)  Producers  signing  contracts  agree  to  adjust  their  corn  acreage 
from  10  to  30  percent  below  their  corn  base.    Planting  of  at  least  25 
percent  of  the  base  corn  acreage  is  required, 

(2)  In  order  to  receive  the  maximum  adjustment  payment  producers 
shall  raise  for  market  a  number  of  pigs  not  less  than  50  percent  and  not 
more  than  100  percent  of  their  market  hog  base, 

(3)  Adjustment  payments  on  corn  will  be  at  the  rate  of  35  cents  per 
bushel  on  the  appraised  yield  of  the  adjusted  corn  acreage.  Adjustment 
payments  on  hogs  will  be  at  the  rate  of  $1.25  per  head  for  the  number  of 
hogs  in  the  market  hog  base, 

(4)  The  adjusted  acreage  must  be  used  for  soil  improving  or  erosion 
preventing  crops  and  the  acreage  of  such  crops  must  be  in  addition  to  the 
area  normally  devoted  to  such  purposes. 

(5)  Bases  on  both  corn  and  hogs  are  to  be  established  by  community 
committees  with  review  by  county  allotment  committees  and  state  corn-hog 
boards  to  insure  uniformity.    It  is  contemplated  that  in  any  county  or 
state  the  total  of  the  corn  and  hog  bases  for  contract  signers  who 
participated  in  the  1935  program  will  not  exceed  the  1932-33  aggregate 
average  production  of  hogs  and  average  corn  acreage  for  all  such  contract 
signers.    Pases  for  those  persons  who  wish  to  participate  in  the  1936-37 
program  whether  or  not  they  participated  in  1935  will  be  established  by 
community  committees  largely  on  the  basis  of  the  number  of  hogs  produced  by 
them  and  the  acreage  of  cultivated  crops  on  their  farms  in  recent  years, 

(6)  Local  administrative  expenses  for  the  corn-hog  program  in  both 
1936  and  1937  will  be  deducted  from  the  adjustment  payments  on  corn  and 
hogs, 
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Unlike  earlier  corn-nog  programs  the  contract  which- '.producers  will 
sign  in  early  1936  will  cover  2  years,  1936  and  1937.     The  provisions  of 
the  contract  relating  to  1936  were  described  in  the  foregoing  paragraphs. 
The  provisions  relating  to  1937  are  as  follows: 

(1)  In  the  case  of  corn,  producers  will  not  be  required  to  adjust 
their  planted  acreage  below  75  percent  of  their  bo.se  nor  will  they  be 
required  to  plant  more  than  25  percent  of  their  base  corn  acreage.  The 
rate  of  adjustment  payment  to  be  paid  on  the  yield  of  their  adjusted 
acreage  will  not  be  Less  than  30  cents  per  bushel.     The  definite  rate  of 
adjustment  and  the  rate  of  payment  for  corn  will  be  announced  by  November 
30,  1936. 

(2)  In  order  to  secure  the  maximum  adjustment  payment  on  hogs  in 
1937  producers  will  not  be  required  to  produce  more  than  60  percent  of  their 
market  hog  base  nor  will  they  be  required  to  make  a  downward  adjustment  from 
their  base  of  more  than  25  percent.     The  1937  adjustment  payment  on  hogs 
will  not  be  less  than  the  1936  rate  which  as  already  stated  will  be  $1.25 
per  head  on  the  market  hog  base.    The  adjustment  required  on  hogs  and  the 
rate  of  payment  on  hogs  for  1937  will  also  be  announced  by  November  30, 
1936. 

(3)  All  contracts  are  to  be  in  full  force  through  November  30,  1937 
unless,  the  Secretary,  of  Jlgri culture  (a)  terminates  all  corn-hog. contracts 
with  respect  to  1937  by  an  announcement  not  later  than  November  30,  1936 

or  (b)  approves  application  made  by  a  contract  signer  not  later  than  April 
1,  1937  for  a  termination  of  his  contracts,  or  (c)  terminates  a  contract 
because  of  non-compliance. 

•   •  Canada 

The  price  of  bacon  hogs  at  Toronto  fell  off  slightly  in  November 
partly  as  a  result  of  a  seasonal  increase  in  supplies.     The  price,  however, 
was  still  above  the  average  November  price  a  year  ago  by  about  24  cents 
per  100  pounds.     The  Toronto  price  for  the  4  weeks  ended  November  28  was 
$7.90  per  100  pounds  United  States  currency,  compared  with  $8.81  per  100 
pounds  in  October  and  an  average  of  $9.62  for  the  5  months  May  to  September. 
Last  year  the  average  price  for  the  same  4  weeks  of  November  was  $7.66. 

Although  there  has  been  a  seasonal  increase  in  supplies  recently 
the  gradings  of  live  hogs  at  stockyards  and  packing  plants  for  the  4  weeks 
ended  November  28,  this  year  amounted  to  only  237,000  head  compared  with 
276,000  head  a  year  ago.     This  year  so  far,  i.e.,  up  to  November  28, 
gradings  including  carcasses  graded,  totaled  2,667,000  head  compared  with 
2,722,000  a  year  ago. 

Shipments  of  live  hogs  to  the  United  States  have  increased  in 
recent  months.     During  the  3  months  August,  September,  and  October,  the 
number  exported  to  the  United  States  exceeded  1,000  head  each  month  with 
September  shipments  alone  exceeding  4,000  head.     Shipments  to  this  country 
for  the  10-month  period  ended  October  amounted  to  8,039  head  compared  with 
only  1,008  during  the  same  period  a  year  ago  and  only  92  in  the  same  period 
of  1933.-    Shipments  of  live  hogs  from  Canada  to  this  country  have  not  been 
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as  large  since  1928  when  20,661  head  were  sent  to  this  country  during  the 
yeari    The  spread  between  the  Toronto  and  Buffalo  markets  was  not  such 
as  to  warrant  as  heavy  shipments  as  took  place  in  September  but  on  November 
25  twelve  decks  of  Canadian  hogs  were  reported  sold  at  Buffalo  at  $10.10 
to  $10.15  per  100  pounds. 

Bacon  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  are  still  slightly  larger  than 
a  year  ago  and  almost  twice  as  large  as  in  the  same  period  of  1933.  The 
total  for  the  10  months  ended  October  was  105,363,000  pounds  compared  with 
100,509,000  pounds  a  year  earlier.    Lard  shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom 
during  the  same  period  this  year  reached  10,168,000  pounds  compared  with 
only  1,009,000  pounds  last  year  for  the  same  period. 

Hog  numbers  in  Canada  in  June' 1935  were  officially  estimated  at 
3,549,000,  a  decrease  of  3  percent  below  1934  and  were  the  smallest  they 
have  been  since  1920.     The  decrease  was  in  the  prairie  provinces  as  hog 
numbers  increased  in  the  two  most  important  eastern  provinces,  Ontario  and 
Quebec,  where  the  'total  reached  1,836,000  in  June  1935,  which  was  6  percent 
above  1934.     In  the  three  prairie  provinces,  i.e.,  Manitoba,  Saskatchewan, 
and  Alberta,  there  was  a  further  decline  in  1935  to  1,507,000  which  is  13 
percent  below  the  number  reported  in  1934.     The  number  in  the  latter 
provinces  has-been  declining  each  year  since  1931  when  it  was  the  largest 
on  record,  or' 2,391,000  head. 

United  Kingdom  and  Irish  Free  State 

The  total . import  quota  for  cured  pork  set  by  Great  Britain  for  the 
first  6  weeks  of  1936  is  64,853,000  pounds,  according  to  cabled  advices 
from  Agricultural  Attache'  C.  C.  Taylor  at  London.     This  figure  represents 
an  extension  of  the  rate  of  weekly  quotas  established  for  the  last  3  months 
of  1935,  and  is  a  decrease  of  16  percent  from  the  quota  for  the  first  6 
weeks  of  1935.     The  United  States  continues  to  receive  an  allotment  of  8.1 
percent  of  the  total  quota.    On  that  basis,  the  United  States  quota  for 
the  first  6  weeks  of  1936  will  be  approximately  5,253,000  pounds,  or  about 
876,000  pounds  per  week. 

The  British  cured-pork  import  quotas  are  fixed  from  time  to  time  on 
the  basis  of  contracts  made  by  British' producers  to  deliver  domestic  hogs 
to  pork-curing  establishments.    Anticipated  arrivals  from  Empire  countries 
also  influence  the  quotas  set  for  other  countries.     Continuation  of  the 
rate  of  quota  imports  prevailing  in  the  last  3  months  of  1935  suggest  that 
deliveries  of  bacon  pigs  are  not  expected  to  show  a  significant  increase 
during  the  early  weeks  of  1936.    Contracts  for  additional  pigs  are  being 
made  and  the  total  contracts  for  1936  are  as  yet  indefinite. 

In  administering  the  quota  system,  the  British  authorities  make 
initial  allocations  to  cover  any  given  quota  period.     These  allocations, 
however,  are  subject  to  certain  adjustments.     In  establishing  the  quota 
for  the  first  6  weeks  of  1936,  the  original  quota  for  the  last  3  months 
of  1935  was  used  as  a  base.    The  adjusted  quota  for  those  3  months,  however, 
was  considerably  larger  than  the  basic  quota.     See  table,  page  10.  Taking 
this  fact  into  consideration,  it  would  seem  that  the  total  quota  allotments 
for  the  first  6  weeks  of  1936  are  about  2,500,000  pounds  smaller  than  the 
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comparable  adjusted  quota  for  the  last  6.  weeks  of  1935.     In  the  case  of  the 
United  States,   the  quantity  involved  in  the  1936  quota  is  the  same  as  the 
quota  for  the  last  6  weeks  of  1935,  t  . 

Shipments  of  cured  pork  from  quota  countries  do  not  always  correspond 
to  the  quota  allocations,  with  a  result  that  many  adjustments  on  account  of 
over shipments  and  undershipments  must  be  made  in  succeeding  periods.  Methods 
for  stricter  enforcement  of. the  quotas,  are -now  being  discussed.  Considera- 
tion is  also  being  given  to  the  allocation  of  small  quotas  to  Yugoslavia,-, 
Rumania,  and  Bulgaria,  in,  addition  to  those  granted  the  11  original  quota 
countries. 

The  easier  tendency  noticeable  in  all  pork-product  quotations  in 
Liverpool  during  November  was  reflected  in  the  average  for  the  month  of 
$18.66  per  100  pounds  on  Danish  Wiltshire  sides  as  compared  with  $20.00 
in  October  'and  $19.17  in  October  a  year  earlier.    The  drop  in  Canadian 
green  sides  was  even  more  pronounced,  representing  at  $16.04  a  decrease 
of  14  percent  from  the  October  average 'quotations  and  of  10  percent  from 
the  November  1934  average.    Liverpool  quotations  on  American  green  bellies 
were  nominal. 

Imports  of  bacon  continued  their  downward  movement,  reaching  a  new 
monthly  low  for  post-war  yoars  of  58,170,000  pounds."   This  figure  is  11 
percent  below  October  1934  imports  and  represents  a  decrease  from  the 
imports  of  October  1932  of  49  percent.     This  decline  in  imports  is  in  line 
with  the  lower  quotas  in  effect  for  the  last  quarter  of  1935,  which  con- 
template a  12.5  percent  reduction  in  monthly  imports  from  foreign  sources 
from  those  of  the  third  quarter  of  .  1935  'and  a  14  percent  reduction  from 
imports  of  October-December  1934» 

Bacon  imports  from  Denmark  during  October  fell  to  less  than  34,500,000 
pounds,  the  lowest  monthly  figure  since  last  February,  and  with  the  exception 
of  that  month  the  lowest  for  any  post-war  month.     The  quota  allotment  to 
Denmark  calls  for  importation  of  31,400,000  pounds  during  each  of  the  last 
3  months  of  1935  as  against  35,751,000  pounds  during  the  comparable . 1934 
months.     October  imports  represented  a  decline  of  9  percent  and  55  percent 
from  respective  1934  and  1932  figures.     Danish  imports  for" the^month  were 
equal  to"  59  percent  of  the  total  imports  from  all  sources  and  72  percent 
of  the  bacon  received  from  non-Empire  countries.     In  October  1932  Denmark 
sent  66  percent  of  the  total  bacon,  imports  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  68 
percent  of  those  from  all  foreign  countries. 

The  United  States  shipments  of  bacon  to  the  United  Kingdom  for 
October  continued  the  downward  trend  of  the  past  two  seasons.    At  111,000 
pounds,  they  were  55  percent  below  October  1934  figures  and  84  percent 
below  those  of  1933. 

Imports  of  bacon  from  Canada  were  maintained  during  October  at  the 
high  levels  of  the  past  2  years,  though  'the  slight  decline  in  evidence 
since'  last  May  continued...    The  monthly  figure  of  5,193,000  pounds  represented 
a  decrease  of  18  percent  and  11  percent,  respectively , -f  rom  comparable  1933 
and  1934  imports,  but  it  was,  nearly  4. times  as  large  as  the  October  1932 
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figure.    Bacon  imports  from,  the  Irish  Free  State,  which  have  maintained  a 
steady  and  almost  unbroken  monthly  increase  since  the  inauguration  of  the 
quota  system  3  years  ago,  were  up  10  percent  from  the  September  figures 
and,  respectively,  155  percent,  70  percent,  and  25  percent  from  October  1932, 
1933,  and  1934  imports.     Together,  Canada  and  the  Irish  Free  State  supplied 
18  percent  of  the  total  imports  of  bacon  into  the  United  Kingdom  during 
October  as  against  16  percent  during  September  and  3  percent,  11  percent, 
and  16  percent  for  October  1932,  1933,  and  1934,  respectively. 

Liverpool  Quotations  on  American  short  cut  green  hams  for  the  month 
of  November  averaged  $20.13,  a  drop  of  $1.39  from  the  October  average,  but 
still  $1.20  above  the  November  1934  figure.     Imports  of  ham  into  the  United 
Kingdom  from  all  sources  continue  to  decline,  amounting  in  October  to  but 
4,797,000  pounds  as  against  an  average  for  the  season  ended  September  30  of 
6,075,000  pounds.     The  October  1935  figure  represented  a  decrease  of  11 
percent  from  the  comparable  1934  amount,  31  percent  from  imports  of  October 
1933,  and  36  percent  from  those  of  1932.     Imports  of  ham  from  the  United 
States  showed  a  much  greater  percentage  decline  than  did  total  ham  imports. 
The  United  States  supplied  48  percent  of  the  total  ham  imports  into  the 
United  Kingdom  during  October,  whereas  last  season  United  States  ham  imports 
represented  63  percent  of  the.  total  imported.     In  October  1934  United  States 
imports  were  64  percent  and  in  1933  70  percent  of  the  total. 

Poland,  which  in  1932  supplied  about  14.6  percent  of  total  ham  im- 
ports, furnished  during  October  only  5.5  percent.    Argentina,  which,  like 
the  United  States,  fills  practically  all  of  its  cured-pork  quota  with  ham, 
shipped  during  October  349, 000  pounds.     This  is  equivalent  to  100  percent 
of  the  cured-pork  quota  allowance  of  0.7  percent  of  the  total  quota  as 
well  as  of  the  total  non-Empire  cured  pork  imported  for  the  month.  Canada, 
in  pre- quota  years  an  insignificant  supplier  of  ham  to  United  Kingdom 
markets,  in  October  1935  furnished  32.5  percent  of  the  total  ham  imports. 
The  Irish  Free  State  also  furnished  a  fair  share  with  288,000  pounds.  The 
percentage  of  the  total  cured-pork  imports  furnished  by  Dominion  countries 
for  October  was  20. 

The  fresh  pork  quota  allotted  to  the  United  States  for  the  first 
3  months  of  1936  is  placed  at  40,900  hundredweight  (4,580,000  pounds), 
including  2,300  hundredweight  (257,600  pounds)  imported  for  curing.  The 
figures  are  the  same  as  those  in  force  during  the  first  quarter  of  1935, 

Supplies  of  British  and  Irish  pork  at  London  Central  Markets  for 
October  reached  9,735,000  pounds,  the  largest  figure  for  any  month  since 
December  1932.     This  total  represents  an  increase  of  23  percent  over  com- 
parable 1934  supplies.    Domestic  supplies  of  fat  pigs  at  English,  Welsh, 
and  Scotch  markets  for  the  period  January  1-November  30,  1935,  showed  an 
increase  of  9  percent  over  corresponding  1934  figures.     Supplies  of  store 
pigs  for  the  same  markets  and  period,  at  about  622,000  head  against  589,000 
head  for  the  comparable  1934  period,  showed  an  increase  of  6  percent.  Pigs 
bought  for  curing  in  Northern  Ireland  and  the  ^rish  Pree  State  during  the 
first  46  weeks  of  1935  exceeded  similar  purchases  in  1934  by  12  percent. 
Exports  of  live  hogs  were  also  higher  during  1935,  especially  from  the 
Irish  Pree  State,  and  represented  an  increase  of  40  percent  over  1934  exports. 


HP-73  -  10 


United  Kingdom: 


Cured-pork  import  quotas,  October-December, 

1935 


Country 


Basic  :Percenta£e 
allocation  '     of  total 


Adjusted  :Percentage 
allocation*     of  total 


:  cub. 

Percent- ' 

Cwt. 

Percent 

Denmark   

1  ■  796,666 

63.50 

1/ 

841 4 437 

64.57 

Netherlands  ..... 

:  119,186 

9.50 

119,186 

9.15 

Poland  

:  99,740 

7.95 

99,740 

7.65 

Sweden   

:  58,966 

4.70  . 

58,966 

4.52 

Lithuania   

37,011 

2.95 

37,011 

2.84 

Estonia  ; 

9,410 

.75 

H 

9,979 

.77 

Finland  : 

5,018 

.40 

2/ 

5,322 

.41 

Latvia  

8,782 

.70 

2j 

.  9,314 

.71 

U. S. S.R. 

10,664 

.85 

11,311 

.87 

Argentina  : 

8,782 

.70 

H 

9,314 

.71 

United  States  . . . : 

100,367 

8.00 

3/ 

101,622 

7.80 

1  'O  1  '.''1  •••••••*•! 

1,254,592 

100.00 

1, 

303,202 

100.00 

rands  as 


   ,  .  ^  ^w^^  o,?  an  adjustment  for  deficiencies  in  imports 

from  Denmark  in  1934,  less  289,400  pounds  transferred  by  special  arrangement 
to  regulated  countries  with  less  than  1  percent  allocations. 
2/  Includes,  share  ..of  Danish  quota  adjustment. 

3/  Includes  additional  allowance  of  0.1  percent  of  total  quota  because  of 
imports  from  the  United  States  consigned  through  Canada. 

Central  European  Meat  and  Eat  Situation 

The  shortage  of  pork  in  Central  Europe  noted  in  recent  months 
continued  into  December,  according  to  Agricultural  Commissioner  H.  E.  Peed, 
meat  specialist  at  Berlin.     The  maldistribution  of  available  supplies  re- 
sulting from  trade  barriers  and  other  restrictions  which  affect  supply  move- 
ments also  have  been  in  evidence.    The  small  hog  surpluses  which  still 
exist  on  the  Continent  have  been  drawn  upon  by  the  deficit  countries  to  the 
extent  permitted  by  current  trade  balances,  and  the  ability  of  surplus  hog 
countries  to  absorb  the  industrial  goods  of  deficit  countries  is  assuming 
increasing  importance  as  a  factor  in-  determining  hog  prices. 

Supplies  of  hogs  on  continental  markets  during  the  latter  half  of 
October  and  the  month  of  November  have  been  irregular,  but  hog  prices  have 
tended  to  advance.     Surplus  beef  has  been  used  to.  some  extent  to  offset 
the  shortage  of  pork,  but  a  realization  that  supplies  of  beef  will  likely 
be  smaller  has  prompted  negotiation's  with  South  American  surplus  beef 
countries  in  an  effort  to  obtain  frozen  beef  supplies  for  the  future. 

Further  reductions  in  trade  barriers  which  affect  fats  occurred  in 
November  in  connection  with  attempts  of  the  deficit  fat  countries  of 
continental  Europe  to  increase  their  supplies  of  edible  fats  through 
increased  imports.    Marked  reductions  in  the  tariff  on  lard  have  been  made 
in  Germany,  Czechoslovakia,  and  Austria,  but  the  trade  in  lard  is  still 
largely  confined  to  dealings  with  countries  which  have  compensation  agree- 
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merits  with  the  deficit  countries.     In  some  instances  the  inability  of 
European  surplus  countries  to  fill  the  lard  contingents  granted  by  the 
deficit  countries  has  necessitated  the  use  of  foreign  exchange  for 
American  lard,  which  has  been  held  in  storage  at  continental  ports.  The 
reduction  in  the  lard  tariff  and  the  use  of  foreign  exchange  in  obtaining 
lard  from  European  surplus  countries  should  tend  to  divert  supplies  which 
otherwise  would  go  to  England  and,  if  so,  the  smaller  supplies  available 
for  the  British  market  should  have  a  favorable  reaction  on  American  lard 
prices. 

Outstanding  moves  to  increase  fat  supplies  in  deficit  areas,  par- 
ticularly in  Germany,  have  been  the  negotiation  of  new  or  extended  trade 
agreements  which  should  increase  imports  of  hogs,  lard,  and  butter,  pro- 
vided the  supplying  countries  are  able  to  absorb  increased  quantities  of 
industrial  goods  from  the  deficit  fat  countries.    Efforts  have  also  been 
made  to  increase  the  production  of  margarine  and  other  artificial  fats, 
and  the  increased  demand  for  raw  materials  for  this  purpose  has  resulted 
in  a  hardening  tendency  in  world  prices.     This  tendency  would  have  been 
more  pronounced  had  it  been  possible  for  all  deficit  fat  countries  fo 
use  foreign  exchange  in  purchasing  raw  materials. 

The  present  season's  output  of  whale  oil  is  reported  to  be 
practically  sold  and  present  prices  are  now  more  than  twice  last  year's 
prices.     The  surplus  of  butter  which  exists  in  certain  continental  countries 
has  been  drawn  upon  for  partially  alleviating  the  fat  shortage,  and  the 
butter  situation  in  surplus  producing  countries,  accordingly,  has  been 
greatly  modified.     It  also  appears  that  the  movement  to  curtail  the  pro- 
duction and  sale  of  artificial  fats,  which  has  been  making  progress  in 
certain  countries,  has  subsided  somewhat  as  prices  of  all  fats  have 
advanced  and  the  fat  shortage  has  become  more  generally  recognized. 

Germany 

The  fat  situation  continues  as  the  outstanding  problem  in  Germany, 
according  to  Agricultural  Commissioner  H.  E.  Reed  at  Berlin.    Trade  agree- 
ments have  permitted  increased  imports  of  all  categories  of  edible  fats, 
-u„4.  4.v„  increase  has         "been  sufficient  to  meet  requirements.    In  late 

a  new  order  authorized  the  duty-free  import  of  lard  until  December 

if  and  when  the  authorities  deem  such  procedure  advisable.  The* 
n  oleomargarine,  premier  jus,  and  tallow  were  reduced  from  RM 
100  to  EM  30  per  100  kilogram  until  December  31.-    It  is  unlikely,  however, 
that  the  reduced  import  duties  will  have  any  effect  upon  business  with 
the  United  States. 

Lard  imports  into  Germany  for  October,  at  13,762,000  pounds,  were 
the  largest  for  any  month  since  January  1954  and  were  more  than  3  times 
larger  than  the  October  1934  imports.    Of  the  current  figure,  about  half 
came  from  Hungary,  with  Yugoslavia  and  Denmark  following  in  that  order. 
The  United  States,  Erance,  Latvia,  Norway,  and  Sweden  are  all  credited  with 
contributing  to  the  October  1935  imports.     The  figure  for  the  United  States 
is  placed  at  o:£Ly  178,000  pounds. 
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Increased  imports  of  raw  materials  for  margarine  production  took 
place  in  October;   and,  in  view  of  the  improved  margarine  supply  situation, 
production  has  likely  been  stepped  up,  although  it  is  still  conducted  under 
contingents.    Better  grade  margarine  is  reported  to  be  in  larger  supply  at 
the  shops.    Large  sales  of  the  new  season's  whale  oil  output  have  been  re- 
ported as  being  made  to  Germany  at  $98.50  per  ton,  compared  with  last  season' 
average  of  about  $44.00. 

Increased  imports  of  butter  have  failed  to  offset  entirely  the 
reduction  in  domestic  butter  production,  and  the  latter  has  assumed  increased 
importance  in  the  present  and  immediate  future  fat  supply  situation  in 
Germany,    A  seasonal  increase  in  domestic  butter  production  is  ordinarily 
to  be  expected  by  December,  but  the  greatly  reduced  supplies  of  supplemental 
feeds  this  year  seem  to  preclude  any  marked  increase.     In  fact,  the  nitro- 
genous supplement  situation  is  such  that  the  cumulative  effect  of  the  last 
year's  short  supplies  and  the  immediate  effect  of  the  present  shortage  may 
cause  some  decrease  in  milk  and  butter  production  during  the  first  quarter 
of  1936. 

The  continued  small  marketings  and  slaughter  of  hogs  in  Germany 
brought  October  figures  down  to  unusually  small  totals,  Mr.  Reed  reports. 
Data  on  market  receipts  have  lost  a  considerable  amount  of  their  significance: 
owing  to  measures  taken  to  avoid  selling  hogs  at  the  fixed  minimum  prices. 
Some  increase  in  market  receipts  occurred  during  November,  however,  follow- 
ing measures  taken  to  secure  a  more  equitable  distribution  of  available 
supplies.    Effective  October  15,  direct  buying  was  prohibited*    The'  markets 
on  which  slaughterers  could  operate  were  specified,  and,  since  November  9, 
monthly  slaughter  at  any  establishment  has  been  limited  to  60  percent  of 
the  slaughter  for  the  corresponding  month  of  last  year;  a  limit  of  80 
percent  was  set  on  October  1,  and  of  70  percent  on  October  15.  These 
measures  were  designed  to  force  slaughter  hogs  away  from  smaller  markets 
to  the  larger  ones. 

In  addition  to  the  regulations  mentioned,  home  slaughter  also  has 
been  under  control  since  November  5.     The  home  slaughterer  may  kill  only 
hogs  in  his  possession  for  at  least  3  months.    A  system  of  sales  slips  and 
slaughter  permits  also  has  been  put  into  operation  for  commercial  slaughter- 
ers*    Slaughter  of  hogs  under  180  pounds  live  weight  has  been  prohibited 
in  the  larger  cities.    In  the  smaller  cities,  it  is  illegal  to  kill  hogs 
under  190  pounds  live  weight.     It  is  expected  that  the  present  scarcity  of 
hogs  will  be  eased  somewhat  by  increased  imports  of  live  and  dressed  hogs 
as  a  result  of  recently  negotiated  trade  agreements.    Reports  indicate 
receipts  of  5,600  hogs  weekly  from  Poland  during  November-December.  Other 
countries,  presumably  Denmark  and  Hungary,  are  expected  to  supply  170,000 
carcasses  during  the  same  period. 

So  far  there  have  been  no  indications  of  an  increase  over  recent 
months  in  total  hog  slaughter,  Mr.  Reed  reports.     The  October-  1935  slaughter 
at  36  points  declined  to  134,000  head  against  156,000  in  September  and 
426,000  head  for  October  1934.    Current  marketing  regulations  have  not  been 
in  effect  for  a  period  sufficiently  long  to  reflect  their  full  effect. 
Failure  of  receipts  to  fulfill  expectations,  however,  probably  has  been  the 
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result  in  large  part  of  the  abandonment  of  the  fixed  minimum  prices  which 
placed  a  premium  on  light,  unfinished  hogs.    Restoration  of  price  margins 
between  hog  classes  has  tended  to  encourage  feeding  to  heavier  weights, 
with  consequent  delays  in  marketing.    Increased' receipts  and  slaughter, 
however,  are  to  be  anticipated  in  the  near  future*  if  hog  numbers  on  farms 
have  been  reflected  accurately  in  the  census  figures. 

Danube  Basin 

Exports  of  hogs  and  pork  products  from  the  Danube' Basin  during  the 
first  10  months  of  1935  reached  unusually  high  levels,  according  to  a  report 
from  the  Belgrade  office  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Hungary  is 
the  leading  exporting  country  in  'the  Basiri.    Factors  favoring  exports  from 
Hungary  include:     (l)    A  reduction  in  hog  numbers'  and  in  pork  and  lard 
production  in  Central  Europe  and  the  United  States;   (2)  the  development  of 
barter  and  trade  agreements;  and  (3)  hog-feed  price  relationships  which  en- 
courage fattening  and  breeding.    While  corn  supplies  in  Hungary  are  short, 
current  prices  of  hog  products,  notably  lard,  are  stimulating  imports  of 
feed  grains,  including  Argentine  corn,  especially  since  Hungary  is  how  im- 
porting feed  grains  free  of  duty.  '«■'•■ 

A  small  hog  population  is  the  outstanding  limitation  on  continued 
expansion  of  pork  products  exports  f rom "Hungary •    In  March,  the  period  of 
the  usual  annual  hog  census,  there 'were  only  slightly  over  3,000,000  hogs 
in  Hungary,  the  Belgrade  office  reports,  against  about  2,500,000  head  in 
1934  and  a  1929-1933  average  of  about  2,400,000  head.     The  Hungarian  system 
of  hog  management  admits  of  a  fair  amount  of  increased  production  of  hog 
products  without  a  corresponding  increase  in  hog  numbers.*  In  addition,  it  . 
is  evident  that  an  increase, in  hog  numbers  was  under  way  in  1934  and  the 
first  half  of  1935.    The  increase,  however,  appears  to  have  been  little  more 
than  enough  to  support  current  marketings. 

The  indicated  increase  in  hog  numbers  in  March  1935  over  1934  figures 
was  about  26  percent.    The  unusually  heavy  marketings  and  exports,  however,  r. 
suggest  that  the  number  of  marketable  hogs  must  have  been  materially  re- 
duced during  the  last  6  months.    Arrivals  of  hogs  at  Budapest'  accoun-t  for 
more  than  one  third  of  all  of  the'  Hungarian  hogs  entering  commercial  channels. 
In  the  period  March-October  .1935,  arrivals  at  Budapest  were  about  22  percent 
larger  than  the  comparable  1934  figures.     It  would  seem,  therefore,  that 
present  hog  numbers  in  Hungary  may  be  about  the  same  as  those  of  a  year  ago. 

Lard  exports.-  Lard  exports  from  the  Danube  Basin  during  the  10-month 
period  January-October  1935,  totaled  approximately  52,587,000  pounds  as 
compared  with  21,856,000  pounds  exported  during  the  same  period  in  1934, 
with  32,203,000  pounds  as  the  total  of  exports  during  the  entire  calendar 
year  1934,  and  with  13,941,000  pounds  as  the  5-year  average  calendar-year 
exports  during  1929-1933.     During  the  first  10  months  of  1935,  more  lard  was 
exported  from  the  Danube  Basin  than  during  any  calendar  year  since  the 
World  War.    Of  the  1935  total,  Hungary  supplied  about  45,554,000  pounds, 
or  nearly  87  percent,  whereas  practically  all  of  the  r emainder  originated 
in  Yugoslavia.     See  table,  page  15.     In  1935  the  most .  important  country 
of  destination  was  Germany,  followed  by  England  and  Czechoslovakia.  In 
previous  years  Czechoslovakia  took  most  of  the  Hungarian  lard  surpluses, 
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followed  by  Germany,'  Austria*  and  Italy,  which  latter  two  countries  have 
received  practically  no  Hungarian  lard  during  1935, 

Exports  during  September  showed  a  decline  when  compared  with  sub- 
sequent months  as  a  result  of  a  temporary  standstill  in  Hungarian  lard 
shipments  to  Germany.     In  October,  Hungarian  deliveries  to  Germany  were  re- 
sumed and  approximately  5,482,000  pounds,  almost  double  the  September  ship- 
ments, were  exported  from  the  Danube  Basin.     October  exports  were  also 
promoted  by  considerable  price  increases  in  Czechoslovakia  and  England, 
combined  with  the  decreasing  of  the  Czechoslovakia!!  lard  import  duty  from 
3.00  Czech  crowns  per  kilogram  (5.67  cents  per  pound)  prior  to  August, 
to  2*00  crowns  (3.76  cents)  in  August- Sept ember,  1.50  (2.82  cents)  for 
October,  and  1.20  (2.25  cents)  far  November  1,  1935,  to  January  31,  1936. 
Farther  large  shipments  were  expected  during  November-December. 

The  short  corn  crop  in  Hungary  is  not  now.  regarded  as  so  serious 
an  obstacle  to  continued  lard  exports  as  was  thought  earlier  in  the  season, 
provided  lard  prices  in'  importing  countries  continue  at  high  levels.  Hungary 
imported  over  3,937,000  bushels  of  corn  in  the  period  April  -  September 
1935,  principally  from  Rumania  and  Yugoslavia,  with  Argentine  corn  also 
reaching  Hungary  in  recent  months.     This  is  the  first  time  since  the  War 
that  Hungary  has  imported  corn  in  such  quantities.     Imports  may  be  expected 
to  continue  as  long  as  prices  for  export  pork  products,  especially  lard, 
warrant  such  action.    Argentine  com  prices  are  relatively  low  this  year 
as  a  result  of  the  unusually  large  1934-35  crop  in  that  country.  London 
prices  of  Hungarian  lard  have  been  well  maintained  during  the  last  2  months 
at  around  $15.43  per  100  pounds.    The  November  average  for  American  refined 
lard  at  Liverpool  was  $16,50.    In  view  of  the  scarcity  of  the  American 
product  in  the  United  Kingdom,  it  is  probable  that  that  market  will  continue 
to  attract  Hungarian  lard  until  export  supplies  of  the  American  product 
return  to  more  usual  levels. 

Hog  exports.-  Exports  of  live  hogs  from  the  Danube  Basin  during  the 
10-month  period  January-October  1935,  totaled  approximately  418,000  head, 
as  compared  with  267,200  head  exported  during  the  same  period  in  1934,  with 
342,468  head  as  the  total  of  exports  during  the  calendar  year  1934,  and  with 
551,200  head  as  the  5-year  average  annual  exports  for  1929-1933,    It  is 
'improbable  that  hog  exports  during  1935  will-  reach  the  5-year  average, 
although  exports  during  August,  September,  and  October  were  considerably  in 
excess  of  any  previous  month's  total  for  the  year  thus  far.     The  increase 
in  hog  exports  during  the  fall  months  was  due  to  considerable  price  advances 
in  Austria  and  Czechoslovakia,  combined  with  the  granting  of  extra  quotas 
by  both  Governments , to  Hungary,  Rumania,  and  Yugoslavia,  1/ 
1/  The  reasons  for  the  granting  of  extra  quotas  by  the  Austrian  Government 
were  the  following,  according  to  Hungarian  trade  sources:   (l)  Low  point 
in  the  production  cycle  of  meat  hogs  (the  proportion  of  domestic  hogs  in 
total  shipments  to  Vienna  docreased  from  about  75  percent  to  50  percent) 
(2)  an  attempt  to  reduce  lard  prices,  which  increased  to  3-4  Austrian 
schillings  per  kilogram  by  the  middle  of  October  on  account  of  the  advance 
in  lard  prices  on  world  markets  combined  with  Austrian  consumers'  fear 
of  further  increases  as  a  result  of  the  Italo-Ethiopian  conflict.     In  Czecho- 
slovakia, the  same  situation  prevailed,  which  explains  the  granting  of  extra 
quotas  by  that  country. 
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Pork  lard:    Exports  from  Danube  Basin  countries, 
January-October  1934  and  1935 


Period 

Eunga 

ry 

Yugoslavia 

Danube 

Basin 

1934  : 

1935 

:  1954 

:       1935  : 

1934  : 

If  35 

pound  s 

1  fv"in 
J. ,  uuu 

pounds 

1,  000 
pounds 

"1, 000 
pound  s 

J.  ,  uuu 
pounds 

, rounds 

Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar . 

1 

:  '  342. 
814 

4,648 
5,149 
7, 343 

122 

2 

3 

801 
1,066 
816 

123 
344 
817 

5 , 449 
6,238 
8,159 

Jan. -Mar. 

1,157 

17,140 

127 

2,683 

„.1T284 

1/19 , 846 

Apr.- 

May 

June 

988 
2,138 
1,879 

3,421 
4,207 
4,520 

0 
57 
1 

556 
662 
154 

988 
2,195 
1,880 

3,977 
4,869 
4,674 

Apr . -June 

5,005 

12 , 148 

58 

1,372 

5,063 

13,520 

July 

Aug.  : 
oept. 

2,  006 
4,064 

O  ,  OOO 

5,325 
3,568 

293 
320 
33^ 

491 
973 
721 

p  pqq 
4,384 

0,99/ 

5,816 
4,541 

July-Sept 

9,736 

11,195 

QA  A 

2,185 

10,680 

13,380 

Oct. 

3,  748 

5,071 

441 

772 

4,189 

5,843 

Total,  : 
10  nonths 

19, 646 

45,554 

1,570 

7,012 

21,216 

1/52 , 589 

Compiled  by  the  Belgrade  office  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service. 
1/  Includes  22,000  pounds  of  lard  exported  from  Bulgaria  and  1,000 
pounds  from  Rumania. 


Carcass  and  pork  exports.-  According  to  trade  sources.  Hungary 
exported  to  Germany  between  September  15  and  October  30,  I9;355  a.  total  of 
198  carloads  of  halved-hog  carcasses,  equivalent  to  about  18.310  hogs,  or, 
approximately,  3.535,000  pounds,  and  70  carloads  of  meat  from  Mangolica 
hogs  slaughtered  for  lard.     This  export  was  made  on  the  basis  of  an  agreement 
concluded  between  the  German  and  Hungarian  Governments  early  in  September. 

Bacon  exports  to  England  from  Bulgaria,  Hungary,  and  Rumania  con- 
tinue on  the  usual  basis  of  around  176,000  pounds  monthly  from  each  country. 
A  total  of  4,865,000  pounds  was  exported  from  these  three  countries  between 
January  1  and  September  30,  1935. 
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Live  hogs:    Exports  from  Danube  Basin  countries, 
January-October  1934  and'  1935 


71  /T/-x  m  -+- 

Mpn  bH 

Hungary 

Yugoslavia 

Rumania  ,: 

.  D.anube 

Basin 

:  1934_j 

1934  : 

1935 

1934  : 

1935  : 

:  Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Jan. 
Feb . 
Mar. 

:  11,884 
:  9,522 
:  6,914 

13,814 
12,422 
15,531 

18,310 
10, 752 

9,482 

14,635 
9,614 
13  ,.305 

4,356 
4 , 004 
5,172 

7,  816 
5,168 
4,683 

.  34,550 
24,278 

(3  J. ,  O  x)tC 

36,268 
27,204 
oo ,  DV7 

Jan. -Mar. 

28,320 

41,767 

38,544 

37,554 

13, 532 

17,  667 

80,520 

.  97,  049 

Apr. 

May 
June 

3,438 
8,417 
5,330 

16, 136 
12,407 
14,522  ' 

8  854. 
10,353 
6,618 

±o ,  j_o<± 
18,921 
16,045 

5,834 
4,623 

4, 984 
8,851 
11,527 

16,465 
24,604 
16,643 

34 , 384 
40,569 
42,092: 

Apr . -June : 

17,185 

43, 065 

25,825 

48, 148 

14,512 

25,362 

57,712 

117,045 

July  ; 
Aug.  : 
Sept.  : 

11,739 
12,017 
14, 790 

15,246 
12 , 545 
16 , 409 

7,997 
11,891 
10,7?1  - 

If, 675 
25, 709 
20,134 

4,396 
7,558 
7,995 

9,513 
17, 788 
15, 788 

24 , 132 
31,466 
33, 576 

.44,434 
56 , 042 ! 
52  331 

July-Sept : 

38,546 

44,200 

30,679 

65,518 

19,949 

43,089 

89,174 

152,807 

Oct.  : 

15,365 

3/ 
16 , 000 

14, 786 

3/ 
20,000 

9 ,  643 

y 

15, 000 

39,  79-x 

3/ 

~51, 000 

Total,  : 
10  months: 

99,416 

145 , 032 

109 , 834 

171, 220 

57,636 

101,118 

267,200 

417,901 

Compiled  by  the  Belgrade  office  of  the  Foreign    Agricultural  Service  Division, 
±J  Incluaes  314  head  exported  from  Bulgaria. 
2/  Includes  531  head  exported  from  Bulgaria. 
3/  Estimated. 
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Hogs  and  pork  products:    Foreign  and  domestic  avera 

ge  prices 

per  ICC 

for  the  month  indicated,  and  stocks 

a.  U     U  Ilo  " 

nd  of  each  month 

Item 

'     1C1  ^ 

. ave  _  age 

.  5ivepd.ge 

;  Oct. 

;  1934 

Sept. 
1  1935 

;  Oct. 

•  1935 



•  Tl  /"\  "1  1  ot»o 

L)  U  _  J.  dl  S 

Uu  J  LclX  S 

JJUJ-i-dX  b 

rl ltcb 

TTr>  C?  o             Vi  "i  /■»  Q  rt  r~s         V>  Q  o  "i  o     r>c  n  "l/'iO,  -n  r->  t      o  vi 

oiiXpjJCX  o       L[UU  ua  1/iUIio                             •  • 

.        f  •  »o 

1  Pi  A7 

R  AO 

<J  •  O  U 

n  n  qr 

9  83 

1 .  oo 

j_  •  oy 

i  as 

Hogs,  heavy  Berlin  live  weight  . 

:  12.27 

1  RP 
ID  . 

17.74 

18.80 

J.O  i  ID 

AO 

•  ou 

i  7n 

2.20 

P  OR 

^  or 

J.  J.  •  t~i  u 

ID  .»( 

16.00 

i  p  rh 

Q  P/1 

1  A  P^ 

Cured  pork 

25.37 

1  R  RP 

19.06 

19.11 

"1  7  P7 

Liverpool 

American  short  cut  green  hams 

14.30 

25.19 

19.09 

22.96 

PI  R9 

22.81 

Nominal 

Nominal 

Nominal 

15.50 

24.33 

19.32 

18.67 

20.00 

14.87 

22.  71 

17.56 

17.35 

18.73 

1,  000 

1  POP 

1,  000 

1,  COO 

1,  uuu 

pounds 

pounds 

oounds 

pound  s 

"oound  s 

Stocks  : 

United  States 

437,982 

504,737 

277,605 

240  663 

73 , 010 

105,519 

45,350 

40,702 

1/  One  week.     Other  weeks  nominal. 

2/  Dry  salt  cured  and  in  process  of  euro;  pickled,  cured,  and  in  proces  of  euro, 
and  frozen. 
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Hogs  and  pork  products:     Indices  of  foreign  supplies  and  demand 


Country  and  item 


United  Kingdom 
Production 

Supplies,  domestic 
.    fresh  pork,  London  . 
Imports 
.  Bacon 

Denmark   

..  •   Irish  Free  State  .  . 

United  States   

Canada   

Others   

Total   

Ham,  total   

Lard,  total   

Denmark 
Exports 

Bacon  

Canada 

Slaughter 

Hogs,  inspected   

Germany 

Production 

Hog  receipts  14  cities 
Hog  slaughter,  36 

centers   

Imports 

Bacon,  total   

Lard,  total   

United  States 
Slaughter 

Hogs,  inspected   

Exports 
Bacon 

United  Kingdom  .... 

Germany   

Cuba   

Total   

Hams,  shoulders 

United  Kingdom  .... 
Total   

Lard 

United  Kingdom  .... 

Germany  

Cuba   

Netherlands   

Total   


1,  000 
pounds 


October 


:,  .1909-10 

1924-25 

:  Unit 

:  .  "to' 

to 

1932  : 

1933  : 

: 1913-14 

1928-29 

1934  : 

1935 

■; —  

: average 

average 

:  1,000 

: pounds 

6 ,  7  .47 

.9.,  130 

7,540 

7,907 

9,735 

.  ft 

:  20,380 

40,385. 

.  .75,  730 

47,545 

37,837 

34,403 

ft 

6,2.61 

.  2,1,64 

.3,251 

4,401 

5,511 

it 

:  14,312 

.8,439 

261 

695 

244 

111 

tt 

:  1,7.99 

6 , 9.7.9. 

1,.0,5.6 

.  .6.,.310. 

5,853 

5,193 

vt 

:  4,914 

12,2.3.7. 

.  3.5,. 09.9. 

.2.5.,  470 

17,203 

12,953 

ft 

:  41,405 

74 , 3  0.1 

114,310. 

.83,2.72 

65,537 

58,170 

it 

:  6,322 

7,979 

7,497 

6,992 

5,419 

4,797 

ft 

:  26,821 

18,836 

19, 799 

25,407 

26,932 

12,161 

tt 

3  9 , 5.9.6. 

.  74,261 

48,461 

36  186 

34,341 

1000 's 

141 

'.  219 

189 

235 

230 

263 

tt 

274 

273 

275 

320 

85 

tt 

379 

'.  335 

363 

376 

426 

134 

1,000  : 

pounds : 

282 

2,470 

4,623 

2,446 

4,367 

1,783 

tt 

18.,  871 

20,484 

27,535 

8,741 

4,301 

13, 762 

1000' s: 

2,421 

3,294 

3,  505 

3,058 

3,546 

2,135 

9 , 453 

4,  726 

269 

325 

183 

69 

132 

1,491 

23 

54 

0 

0 

627 

1,  728 

376 

281 

394 

112 

14,175 

11, 750 

1, 

492 

2,304 

903 

233 

9,018 

9,857 

4, 

352 

5,061 

3,563 

2,594 

10, 986 

11,962 

5,064 

5,745 

4,346 

3,071 

9,689 

15,757 

064 

22 , 463 

20,111 

1,997 

11,515 

12 , 942 

19, 

590 

13,695 

360 

190 

2,810 

6,661 

377 

915 

4,398 

411 

2,590 

2,587 

4, 

489 

4,  999 

Q 

0  |» 

33,825 

52,553 

53, 

573 

49 , 812 

26,870 

2,  731 
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Bureau. of  Agricultural  Economics 
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Washington 
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WORLD  HOG  A17D  PORK  PROSPECTS 

Summary 

Larger  domestic  slaughter  supplies  of  hogs  in  the  summer  of  1936  and 
in  the  winter  of  1936-37  are  probable  on  the  basis  of  the  December  1935 
Pig  Crop  Report  rec  ntly  released  by  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics. 
The  1935  fall    pig  crop,  which  will  be  marketed  mostly  next  summer  was 
estimated  to  be  31  percent  greater  than  the  small  fall  crop  of  1934.  An 
increase  in  sows  to  farrow  in  spring  of  1935  of  24  percent  was  also 
indicated  by  the  Pig  Crop  Report.      An  increase  in  the  1936  spring  pig 
crop  will  be  reflected  in  larger  slaughter  supplies  in  the  winter  season 
of  1936-37.     It  appears  therefore,  that  the  downward  trend  in  hog  pro- 
duction which  began  in  late  1933  has  been  checked  and  that  increasing 
slaughter  supplies  of  hogs  are  likely  during  the  next  12  months  at  least. 

The  German  hog  census  as  of  early  December  1935  indicated  that  an 
increase  in  slaughter  supplies  of  hogs  in  Germany  was  probable  during 
1936.     Although  the  total  number  of  hogs  in  Germany  in  early  December  was 
reported  to  be  2  percent  smaller  than  a  year  earlier,  the  number  of  bred 
sows  on  hand  was  11  percent  larger  and  the  number  of  pigs  under  2  months 
old  was  5  percent  greater.     The  shortage  of  fats  in  Germany  continues  to 
be  a  problem  of  outstanding  importance.     Imports  of  lard  and  hog  fats 
into  Germany  have  increased  considerably,  but  they  are  small  in  relation 
to  imports  of  such  products  prior  to  1334.     Imports  of  all  meats  and  live- 
stock also  have  increased  in  recent  months. 
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Lard  exports  from  the  Danube  Basin  have  "been  relatively  large  during 
the  last  year.     Exports  from  that  region  in  November  of  6,800,000  pounds 
were  nearly  as  large  as  the  reduced  exports  from  the  United  States  in  that 
month.     Lard  exports  from  the  Danube  Basin  have  come  chiefly  from  Hungary 
and  have  been  shipped  mostly • to  Germany  and  Czechoslovakia,  although  a 
limited  quantity  has  been  exported  to  Great  Britain.    Exports  of  live 
hogs  and  hog  carcasses  from  Hungary  to  Central  European  countries  also 
have  increased  considerably  in  recent  months. 


United  States 

On  the  basis  of  the  Docember  1935  Pig  Crop  Report  recently  released 
by  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  it  appears  that  supplies  of  hogs 
for  slaughter  in  the  suTimer  of  1936  and  in  the  winter  of  1935-37  will  be 
materially  larger  than  in  the  same  periods  a  year  earlier.     The  increase 
in  the  1935  fall  pig  crop  compared  with  that  of  1934  amounted  to  31  per- 
cent for  the  entire  country  and  42  percent  for  the  Corn  Belt  States.  The 
fall  pig  crop  is  normally  marketed  in  the  summer  months,  roughly  from 
May  through  September.      The  Pig  Crop  Report  also  indicated  an  increase  • 
of  about  24  percent  in  the  number  of  sows  to  farrow  in  the  spring  of  1936. 
An  increase  in  the  1936  spring  pig  crop  will  be  reflected  in  an  increase 
in  hog  slaughter  in  the  winter  months  of  1936-37.     Thus,   it  appears  that 
the  downward  trend  of  hog  production  which  developed  largely  as  a.  result 
of  the  droughts  of  1933  and  1934  has  been  checked  and  that  increasing- 
slaughter  supplies  in  the  next  12  months  at  least  are  probable. 

The  estimates  of  pigs  saved  and  sows  farrowed  given  in  the  fall 
Pig  Crop  Report  are  shown  in  the  table  on  page  5    for  the  United  States 
and  the  major  geographic  divisions.     For  the  country  as  a  whole  the 
number  of  pigs  saved  in  the  fall  season  of  1935  was  estimated  at 
20,272,000  head,  an  increase  of  4,750,000  head  or  31  percent  over  the  • 
number  saved  in  the  fall  of  1934,  but  a  decrease  of  27  percent  from  the 
average  fall  pig  crop  in  the  5  years  1929  to  1933.     Increases  in  the  fall 
pig  crop  were  reported  in  all  areas  but  the  largest  increase  occurred 
in  the  North  Central  States  (Corn  Belt).     In  the  West  North  Central  States 
the  1935  fall  pig  crop  was  64  percent  greater  than  that  of  1934  and  in 
the  East  North  Central  States  it  was  23  percent  greater.     A  considerable 
part  of  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  pigs  produced  in  1934  occurred  in 
the  West  North  Central  States  because  of  the  severity  of  the  1934  drought 
in  that  area. 

The  combined  spring  and  fall  pig  crop  of  1935  for  the  United  States 
was  estimated  at  50,674,000  head,  a  decrease  of  2,655,000  head  or.  5  per- 
cent from  the  combined  crop  of  1934.     In  the  Corn  Belt  States  the  combined 
pig  crop  of  1935  of  37,566,000  head  was  2,678,000  head  or  6.7  percent 
smaller  than  that  of  1934.     Nearly  all  of  the  decrease  in  the  Corn  Belt 
was  in  the  States  west  of  the  Mississippi  River.     In  the  North  Atlantic  and 
South  Atlantic  States  the  combined  pig  crop  of  1935  was  larger  than  that  of 
1934. 
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The  number  of  sows,  to  farrow  in  the  spring  season  of  1936  for  the 
United  States  is  estimated  at  6,220, 000  head.     This  is  an  increase  of 
about  24  percent  over  the  very  small  number  farrowed  in  the  spring  season 
of  1935  but  is  4  percent  smaller  than  the  number  farrowed  in  the  spring  of 
1934  and  29  percent  smaller  than  the  average  spring  farrowings  of  1932  and 
1933.      Although  increases  in  spring  farrowings  are  indicated  in  all  States 
there  was  considerable  variation  in  the  rate  of  increase  as  among  States. 
The  largest  increases  estimated  were  for  the  Western  Corn  Belt  States. 

Hog  prices  advanced  irregularly  in  December.      A  marked  rise  occurred 
just  prior  to  the  Christmas  Holidays  but  most  of  this  was  lost  in  the 
3  days  December  27,  28,  and  30.     At  the  end  of  the  month  prices  were  about 
the  same  as  at  the  beginning  of  the  month.     Prices  tended  to  decline  in 
the  first  few  days  in  January  but  after  January  6  following  the  decision 
of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  holding  processing  taxes  invalid,  hog 
prices  advanced  sharply  but  unevenly  at  the  several  markets.       With  relatively 
large  supplies  at  all  markets  during  the  week  ended  January  11,  hog  prices 
generally  were  about  50  cents  higher  at  the  end  of  the  week  than  at  the 
beginning.        The  average  price  of  hogs  at  Chicago  for  the  month  of 
December  was  $9.5^  compared  with  $9.31  in  November  and  $5.89  in  the 
corresponding  month  last  year.     In  recent  weeks  light  weight  hogs  (160  to 
200  pounds)  have  been  selling  at  slightly  higher  prices  than  medium  weight 
hogs  for  the  first  time  in  nearly  2  years.      This  change  in  price  relationship 
has  been  brought  about  chiefly  by  the    increasing  proportion  of  heavy 
weight  hogs  in  the  slaughter  supplies  in  the  last  month. 

Slaughter  supplies  of  hogs  increased  from  November  to  December  but 
the  increase  was  somewhat  less  than  usual  for  this  period  of  the  year. 
With  hog  prices  relatively  high  in  relation  to  corn  prices  there  has  been  a 
marked  tendency  to  feed  hogs  to  heavier  weights  thus  delaying  marketings. 
It  seems  therefore  that- the  proportion  which  slaughter  in  the  3  months 
October  to  December  will  represent  of  the  total  slaughter  for  the  1936-37 
winter  marketing  season  (October  to  April)  will  be  unusually  small.  Hog 
slaughter  under  Federal  inspection  in  December  amounting  to  2,875,000 
head  was  the  smallest  for  the  month  since  1910  and  was  32  percent  less 
than  the  slaughter  in -December, 1934.     Average  weights  of  hogs  slaughtered 
in  recent  months  have  been  relatively  heavy.     The  average  weight  of  hogs 
slaughtered  under  Federal  inspection  in  November  was  the  heaviest  for  the 
month  in  the  last  16  years  for  which  records  have  been  available. 

Corn  prices  were  fairly  steady  for  December  after  having  declined  in 
late  November.     The  average  price  of  No.  3  Yellow  corn  at  Chicago  was  59 
cents  per  bushel  compared  with  62  cents  in  November  and  93  cents  in 
December  1934.    On  the  basis  of  farm  prices  on  the  15th  of  the  month  the 
hog-corn  price  ratio  in  the  North  Central  States  in  December  was  18.5 
compared  with  16.6  in  November  and  5.9  in  December  a  year  earlier.  The 
average  hog-corn  price  ratio  in  the  10-year  period  1924  to  1933  was  12.8. 
The  marked  change  in  the  ratio  from  a  figure    much  below  average  to  one 
materially  above  average  in  the  last  year  is  largely  a  result  of  the 
differences  in  feed  crop  production  in  1934  and  1935.  'Greatly  reduced 
production  of  corn  and  other  feeds  in  1934  brought  about  by  the  drought 
resulted,  in  high  trices  of  com  a  nd  a  low  hog-corn  price  ratio.  The 
shortage  of  feed  and  the  low  ratio  caused  hog  production  to  be  reduced  and 
hog  slaughter  has  been  small  and  hog  prices  high  in  1935.      With  the  return 
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of  more  normal  weather  conditions  in  1935  feed  Crop  production  increased 
and  corn  prices  have  declined  materially  in  recent  months  while  hog  prices 
have  continued  high.      That  the  present  high  corn-hog  price  ratio  is  now 
encouraging  an  increase  in  hog  production  is  evidenced  "by  the  increase 
in  the  1935  fall  pig  crop,  and  the  high  ratio  is  also  an  important  reason 
for  the  heavier  weights  of  hogs  slaughtered  in  recent  months  compared 
with  a  year  earlier. 

Wholesale  prices  of  fresh  pork  declined  in  the  first  3  weeks  of 
December  "but  advanced  somewhat  in  the  last  week  of  the  month.  Prices 
of  most  cuts  of  cured  pork  tended  to  strengthen  in  December  hut  lard 
prices  declined  somewhat.     The  composite  wholesale  price  of  hog  products 
at  New  York  was  $23.28  per  100  pounds  in  December  compared  with  $23.71 
in  November  and  $16.50  in  December  1934. 

Exports  of  both  pork  and  lard  increased  materially  in  November 
as  compared  with  the  preceding  month  but  they  continued  at  a  level 
much  below  that  of  a  year  earlier.     Lard  exports  in  November  were  larger 
than  in  any  month  since  last  May  and  pork  exports  were  the  largest  since 
July.     The  increase  in  exports  probably  was  caused  in  part  by  the  seasonal 
increase  in  hog  slaughter  in  October  to  November  and  in  part  by  the  short 
supplies  and  high  prices  of  hog  products  in  foreign  countries.  Ship- 
ments of  pork  and  lard  from  the  principal  United  States  ports  in 
December  were  considerably  smaller  than  in  the  same  month  of  1934  but 
there  was  some  tendency  "for  pork  exports  to  increase  in  December  compared 
with  November. 

Exports  of  hams  and  shoulders  from  the  United  States  in  November 
totaling  4,723,000  pounds  were  about  50  percent  larger  than  in  October 
but  they  were  nearly  39  percent  less  than  in  November  1934.    Of  the  total 
exports  of  hams  and  shoulders  in  November  about  4,154,000  pounds  or 
88.  percent  were  confined  to  the  United  Kingdom.  •  Bacon  exports  from  the 
United . States  in  December  amounted  to  only  207,000  pounds  compared  with  - 
874,000  in  December  1934. 

Lard  exports  in  November  amounted  to  7,988,000  pounds  compared  with 
2,769,000  in  October  and  nearly  20,000,000  pounds  in  November  1934. 
Shipments  of  lard  for  the  United  Kingdom  in  November  totaled  5,750,000 
pounds  which  were  nearly  three  times  as  large  as  the  quantity  shipped  to 
that  country  in  October.     Exports  of  lard  to  Cuba  in  November  amounted  to 
1,572,000  pounds  compared  with  4,011,000  pounds  in  October.  About 
334,000  pounds  of  lard  were  shipped  to  Germany  in  November  while  in  the 
6  months  prior  to  October  practically  no  lard  was  exported  to  Germany. 
November  shipments  to  that  country,  however,  represent  only  a  small 
fraction  of  the  average  monthly  exports  of  lard  to  Germany  in  the  post-war 
years  prior  to  1934. 

Imports  of  pork  into  the  United  States  have  increased  considerably 
in  the  last  6  months.     In  November  1935  such  imports  amounted  to 
1,265,000  pounds  compared  with  about  200,000  pounds  in  November  last  year. 
In  the  first  11  months  of  1935  imports  of  pork  totaled  9,263,000  pounds, 
while  only  1,464,000  pounds  were  imported  in  the  same  months  of  1934. 
Despite  the  recent  increase,  imports  are  still  very  small  in  relation  to 
exports  or  to  domestic  production.     In  the  period  from  January  to 
November  1935  exports  of  pork  amounted  to  84,000,000  or  about  nine  times 
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as  much  as  imports  during  the  period.     In  the  first  11  months  of  1935  the 
total  dressed  wfight  of  hogs  slaughtered  under  Federal  inspection  was 
3,911,000,000  pounds. 
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Compiled  from  the  United  States  1935  Fall  Pig  Crop  Report  as  of  Decemoer  1, 
1935,  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock 
Estimates. 

1/    Preliminary.  -.''i        .  ' 

2]    Number  indicated  to  farrow  from  "breeding  intention  reports. 


Canada 

The  Canadian  "bacon  hog  market  was  characterized  by  short  supplies  and 
advancing  prices  in  December.    Price  prospects  were  described  in  the  Canadian 
Government  Livestock  Market  Report  as  favorahlc  with  no  immediate  prospects 
of  an  increase  in  supplies.     The  average  price  of  "bacon  hogs  at  Toronto 
for  the  4-week  period  ended  December  26  was  $8.35  per  100  pounds  American 
currency  compared  with  $7.90  in  November  and  $8.23  in  December  1934. 
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Gradings  of  live  hogs  at  all  stockyards  and  packing  plants  during 
the  4  weeks  of  December  numbered  only  255,000  head,  a  decrease  of  12 
percent  compared  with  December  a  year  ago.     The  decrease  in  supplies  for 
the  year  1935  compared  with  1934  was  6  percent.     There  was  an  increase  of 
12  percent  in  the  number  graded  as  selects  in  1935  with  a  decrease  of 
7  percent  in  those  graded  as  bacon  hogs.     There  is  a  premium  of  $1.00 
per  hog  paid  for  the  select  bacon  type. ,  ... 

Exports  of  bacon  to  the  United  Kingdom  increased  in  November,  reachin 
11,512,000  pounds,  and  were  20  percent  above  exports  for  the  same  month  of 
1934  and  77  percent  above  October  exports.     The  quantity  shipped  to  the 
United  Kingdom .for  the  11  months  ended  November  was  117,000,000  pounds, 
an  increase  of  .6  percent  above  the  same  period  of  1934  and  70  percent   .    ..  > 
above  the  same  period  of  1933. 

There  has  been  a  fairly  large  increase  in  shipments  of  live  hogs 
to  the  United  States  in  1935.     In  November  alone  over  2,000  were  exported 
to  this  country  whereas  in  November  1934  there' were  no  shipments  at  all. 
Total  shipments  to  this  country  during  the  first  11  months  of  1935  reached  ' 
10,217  head  against  1,008  in  the  same  period  of  1934  and  only  99  in  the 
corresponding  period  of  1933  when  they  were  very  small. 

:  United  Kingdom  and  Irish  .Free  .State  : 

*  Details  of  the  British  cured-perrk  import  quotas;  for  the  first'  6 
weeks  of- 1936,  preliminary  figures  for  which  were  announced  December  10,  1931 
by  the  British  Board  of  Trade,  have  recently  been  received-  from  Agricultural 
Attache  C.  C.  Taylor  at  London.  Adjustments  made  in  the  original  quotas 
make  it  possible  for  the  quota  countries  to  ship  at  the  same  rate. as 
during  the.  last  quarter  of  1935;.  that"  is,  the  adjustments  as  well  as  the 
basic  quotas  were  continued  at  "the ;rate  prevailing  from  October  to 
December  1935, 

The  discrepancy  between  the  announced  quota  and  .the  allowed  imports 
is  largely  accounted  for  by  the  "adjustments  made  in  favor  of  Denmark 
because  of  deficiencies,  in  shipments  from  that  country  during  1935. 
Thus,  in  addition  to  the  Danish  quota  allotment  of  41,182,000  pounds, 
Danish  shippers  may  export  2,314,000  pounds  during  the  first  6  weeks  of 
this  year.     This  brings  the  Danish  share  of  63.5  percent  of  the  unadjusted 
quota  up  to  64.57  percent  of  the  adjusted  quota.     The  United  States  quota 
of  8  percent,  5,188,000  pounds,  plus  an  adjustment  of  0.1  percent  or  a 
total  of  5,253,000  pounds,  is  equal  to  7.8  percent  of  the  allowed  imports 
for  the  January  1  -  February  11  period.      The  countries  allotted  less  than 
1  percent  of  the  total  quota,  which  last  quarter  were  granted  a  share  of 
the  Danish  under shipments  adjustment,  are  permitted  to  retain  for  the 
first  6  weeks  of  1936  this  increase  in  their  share  of  the  total  quota. 
( See  table,  page  9    ) • 

The  British  Pigs  Marketing  Board  is  soliciting  additional  contracts 
from  producers  for  deliveries  of  bacon  hogs  during. 1936.     The  results  of 
this  action  should  be  known  in  the  near  future,  and  the  Board  of  Trade 
will  then  be  in  a  position  to  announce  quotas  for  a  period  beginning 
February  12. 


HP-  74  -  7. 


The  tendency  of  Liverpool  "bacon  prices  to  decline  somewhat  during 
December  from  the  unusually,  high  levels  maintained  during  the  1934-35 
season  was  a  continuation  of  the  'November  price  movement.  '  Danish  Wiltshire 
sides  averaged  $18.09  per  hundred pounds  for  December,  a  drop  of  57  cents 
per  hundred  pounds  from  the  November .average  and  of  73  Cents  from  the 
December  1934  average.  '      Canadian  green- sides,  at  $15.34  per .hundred  pounds, 
showed  a  decrease  in  the  monthly  average  of  70  cents  from  the  November 
average  price  and  $1.36  from  the  comparable  1934  average. 

Imports  of  bacon  into : 'the  United  Kingdom  from  all  sources  for  the 
first  2  months  (October  -  November)  of  the  1935-35  season  continued  fairly 
steady  at  the  reduced  level  contemplated  for  the  last  quarter  of  1935  by 
the  import- control  program.    [  At  a  little  over  119,000,000,  they  showed  a 
10  percent  decrease* from  comparable  1934  imports.     They  represented  only 
52  percent  of  the  imports  of  October  -  November  1932,   the  last  2  months 
of  unrestricted  cured-pork  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  . 

Imports  from  Denmark  for  October  and  November  stood  at  approximately 
65,000,000  pounds.     This  figare  represents  reductions  of  12  percent, 
29  percent,  and  55  percent,  respectively,  from  imports  of  comparable  months 
of  the  1934-35,  1933-34,  and  1932-33  seasons.        Danish  imports  this  season 
were  about  55  percent  of  the  total  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  from 
all  sources,  as  against  56  percent  a  year  ago  and  67  percent  the  same 
months  of  the  1951-32  season.       The  Danish  share  of  total  bacon  imports 
from  non-Zmpire  courrtries~in  the  first  2  months  of  the  1931-32  season 
stood  at  70  percent.     In  1932-33  they  represented  66  percent,  and  for  the 
current  season  69  percent.      The  Danish  share  of  total  cured  pork  Imported 
into  the  United  Kingdom  from  all  sources  during  the  first  2  months  of  the 
current  season,  however,  was  64.68  percent.     This  percentage  corresponds 
very  closely  to  the  adjusted  quota  allotted  Denmark  "for  the  last  quarter 
of  1935.     In  1931-32  Denmark  supplied  66  percent,  and  in  1932-  33,  before 
the  application  of  the  quota  system,  62  percent. 

Imports  of  bacon  into  the  United  Kingdom  from  the  United  States 
continue  negligible.     The  350,000  pouids  imported  during  October  -  November 
represent  a  reduction  of  some  52  percent  from  the  small  imports  of  a  year  . 
ago  and  of  99  percent  from  comparable  average  1909-10  to  1913-14  imports. 
During  the  latter  period,  imports  from  the  United  States  represented 
around  34  percent  of  the  total  imports  of  bacon  into  the  United  Kingdom, 
whereas,  for  the  current  season,  United  States  imports  were  but  0.3  percent. 
The  American  share  of  total  cured-pork  imports,   including  ham,  was  4  per- 
cent, and  of  the  total  non- Umpire  imports  5  percent,  during  the  first 
2  months  of  the  current  season. 

Imports  from  Canada  during  November  were  the  highest  for  any  month 
since  last  June    and  almost  1,400,000  pounds  higher  than  those  of  a  year 
earlier.     For  the  season  to  the  end  of  November  they  stood  5  percent  above 
those  of  a  year  ago.     Imports  for  the  first  2  months  of  the  1935-36  season 
were  over  nine  times  as  great  as  imports  of  October  -  November  1932,  the 
last  2  months  before  the  inauguration  of  the  quota  system.     Canada  during 
October  and  November  furnished  12  percent  of  total  imports  of  bacon, 
against  1  percent  in  1932. 
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Imports  from  the  Irish  Free  State  in  November  amounted  to  about 
5,400,000  pounds.      For  the  October  -  November  period,  they  showed  an 
incresse  of  21  percent  over . comparable  1934  imports  and  of  105  percent 
over  those  of  1932,  the  year  of  lowest  imports  of  bacon  from  the  Irish 
Free  State  recorded  since  the  War.      Imports  for  the  current  season  are 
still  30  percent  below  October  -  November  1928-29  shipments.     The  Irish 
Free  State  so  far  the  current  season  has  accounted  for  9  percent  of 
total  imports  against  7,  4,  and  2  percent,  respectively,  for  the  past 
three  seasons  and  10  percent  in  October  -  November  1928-29, 

American  short  cut  green  ham    averaged  $20.28  per  hundred  pounds 
during  December  and  was  the  only  cured  ^ork  to  show  an  increase  in 
average  price  over  that  of  November  1935  and  December  a  year  ago. 
Total  ham  imports  for  the  1935-36  season  to  November  30  amounted  to 
nearly  10,000,000  pounds,  of  which  about  5,000,000  pounds  were  supplied 
by  the  United  States.      Total  imports  of  hams  were  about  12  percent 
smaller  than  the  imports  in  1934-35  when  the  United  States  share  was 
64  percent,  and  they  were  34  percent  less  than  those  of  1933-34  when 
the  United  States  shipped  67  percent  of  the  total.       In  1929-30,  total 
imports  of  ham  into  the  United  Kingdom  stood  at  over  15,000,000  pounds 
for  the  months  October  -  November,  the  United  States  snare  being 
81  percent  of  the  total. 

The  price,^sjf.  .refined  lard  on  the  Liverpool  market  continues  to 
decline  slightly  from  the  record  level  attained  during  the  last  few 
months  of  the  1934-35  season.       The  December  average  stood  at  $15.06, 
$1.44  below  the  November  average  but  $3.88  higher  than  the  comparable 
1934  average.      Lard  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  continue  at 
greatly  reduced  levels.      At  around  25,000,000  pounds  for  the  first 
2  months  of  the  season,   they  were  50  percent  smaller  than  receipts  of 
a  year  before.       The  United  States  furnished  only  21  percent  of  the 
current  season's  total,  whereas  last  year  American  lard  represented 
89  percent  of  the  total  imported.  Canada  this  season  supplied 

nearly  16  percent  of  the  imports,  whereas  for  the  calendar  years  1933 
and  1934  that  country  shipped  but  1,5  and  0.45  percent  respectively. 
About  37  percent    of  the  lard  imported  into  the  United  Kingdom  during 
October  and  November  came  from  sources  not  usually  shaping  to  that 
market. 
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United  Kingdom:     Cured-pork  import  quotas,  January  1  - 
February  11,  1936 
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Denmark   : 

367,692 

41,182 

63.50 

1/43,496 

64.57 

Netherlands   : 

55,C09 

6, 151 

9.50 

6,161 

9.15 

Poland  : 

46,034 

5,156 

'  7.95 

5, 156 

7.65 

Sweden  : 

27,215 

3,048 

4.  70 

3,048 

4.  52 

Lithuania  : 

17,082 

,1,913 

2.95 

1 ,  913 

& .  84 

Estonia  : 

0.75. 

2j.  516 

0.77 

Finland   

2,316  ; 

259  • 

0.40 

2/  275 

0.41 

Latvia   

4,053 

454  ' 

0.70 

2/  481 

0.71 

U.S.S.R  

4,922 

551 

0.85 

2/  585 

0.87 

Argentina  : 

4,053 

454 

0.70 

2/  481 

0.71 

United  States  

:  48,323 

5,188 

8.00 

3/  5,253 

7.80 

Total  : 

579 ,  042 

54,  853 

100.00 

67,365 

100.00 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service. 

1/    Denmark  will  be  permitted  to  ship  2,314,000  pounds  "because  of 
deficiencies  in  imports  from  that  country  in  1935. 

2/    All  countries  whose  quotas  are  less  than  1  percent  of  the  total  are 
permitted  to  ship  at  the  rate  of  106  percent  of  their  original  allotments. 
3/    The  United  States  is  granted  an  additional  0.1  percent  "because  of 
adjustments  made  in  connection  with  imports'  consigned  through  Canada. 


Germany 

The  official  control  of  German  livestock  and  meat  markets  in 
evidence  during  the  last  half  of  1935  is  "being  continued  and,   to  some 
extent,   intensified  in  1936.    Hog  prices  at  principal  markets  have  not 
"been  permitted  to  advance  "beyond  fixed  maximum  levels.      The  December 
average  price  of  heavy  hogs  at  Berlin  remained  at  or  near  $17.70  per 
hundred  pounds.    Monthly  hog  slaughter  at  commercial  centers  is  "being 
limited  to  60  percent  of  the  comparable  figures  of  a  year  ago.  These 
and  other  restrictive  measures  are  being  taken  to  assist  in  building 
up  the  number  of  hogs  in  Germany. 
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Returns  from  the  hog  census  as  of  December  3,  1935,  point  toward 
increased  market  supplies  of  hogs  later  this  year.        Total  hog  numbers 
as  of  that  date  were  still  2  percent  below  the  comparable  1934  total  and 
smaller  than  in  any  December  in  the  5  years,  1930  to  1934.     An  increase 
of  28  percent,  however,  sppeared  in  the  number  of  bred  sows  6  months  to 
1  year  old,  while  bred  sows  1  year  old  and  over  showed  an  increase  of 
6  percent  over  the  December  1934  figures.  The  current  figure  for  pigs 
under  8  weeks  showed  an  increase  of  5  percent  above  the  comparable  1934 
figures.     Young  pigs  from  8  weeks  to  6  months  old  showed  a  decline  of 
5  percent,  with  all  slaughter  hogs  over  6  months  old  down  5  percent 
from  the  December  1934  figure. 


Germany:     Number  of  hogs  on  December  3,  1935,  with  comparisons 


Farrows  i  Pigs      :  6  months  to  1  year:      Over  1  year 
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1930  : 

5,469 

10,035 

5,484 

674 

369 

2,456 

1,503 

942 

23,442 

1931  : 

5,128 

10,484 

5,782 

494 

241 

2,414 

1,458 

870 

23,808  ' 

1932  : 

4,834 

9,884 

5,812 

485 

259 

2,  329 

1,384 

851 

22,859 1 

1933 

I  5,126 

10,353 

5,984 

549 

306 

2,427 

1,465 

923 

23,890 

1934 

.  4,506 

10 , 030 

•  6,319 

451 

244 

2,270 

1 ,328 

832 

23,125 

1935 

.  4,747 

9,542 

5,591 

541 

313 

2,850 

1,405 

880 

22,730 

Division  of  Statistical  and  Historical  Research.     Compiled  from  cable 
from  Agricultural  Commissioner  H.  E.  Reed  and  original  official  sources. 


The  current  reduction  in  domestic  meat  supplies,  principally  pork 
has  stimulated  measures  to  increase  the  volume  of  imported  livestock 
and  meat.    Barter  arrangements  with  other  European  countries,  notably 
Denmark,  Netherlands,  and  Hungary,  provide  for  a  movement  into  Germany 
of  live  hogs  and  pork,  principally  fatbacks.     The  volume  of  meat 
represented  by  these  arrangements,  however,  continues  relatively  small 
when  compared  with  the  usual  amount  of  pork  secured  from  domestic 
production. 

The  general  scarcity  of  all  fats  in  Germany  would  suggest  the 
necessity  of  imports  on  a  scale  considerably  larger  than  those 
reflected  by  current  figures.     German  trade  policy  with  respect  to  fats, 
however,  continues  to  limit  imports  to  a  restricted  volume.     Imports  of 
lard  in  the  last  few  months  of  1935  were  considerably  larger  than  those 
of  a  yoar  earlier,  but  the  United  States  has  scarcely  been  represented 
in  the  trade.     Barter  agreements  with  Hungary,  Denmark,  and  Yugoslavia 
continue  to  provide  most  of  the  imported  lard.     German  lard  imports  for 
the  first  2  months  (October  -  November)  of  the  1935-36  season  exceeded 
21,000,000  pounds  against  about  10,000,000  pounds  a  year  earlier,  and 
nearly  25,000,000  pounds  in  the  corresponding  months  of  1933. 


EP  -  74-1 


Danube.  Basin 

Lard  exports  -  during  November  from  the  Danube  Basin  are  estimated 
at  about  6,834,260  pounds,  which  is  the  second  largest  monthly  lard 
exoort  made  during  1935,  according  to -the  Belgrade,  Yugoslavia,  ofuce 
of"  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Of  the  quantity  indicated,  ahout 
5,732,000  pounds  were  supplied  hy  Hungary,  mostly  to  Czechoslovakia  and 
Germany,  with  a  small  amount  going  to  England,  and    1,102,000  pounds  hy 
Yugoslavia,  primarily  to  Germany.     The  continued  small  American  exports, 
comhined  with  the  seasonal  effects  of  cold  weather  and  the  approach 
of  the  Christmas  holidays,  were  largely  responsihle  for  the  further 
increase  in  Danuhian  lard  exports.     With  still  larger  December  exports 
anticipated,  shipments  abroad  during  the  calendar  year  1935  were 
expected  to  mark  a  post-war  record. 

According  to  Hungarian  trade  sources,  import  quotas  for  70 
carloads  (ahout  2,315,000    pounds)  of  Hungarian  melted  lard  and  30 
carloads  (ahout  992,000  pounds)  of  unrendered  fat  sides  wore  granted 
hy  Germany  for  December.        Continued  exports  of  relatively  large 
quantities  to  Czechoslovakia  also  appeared  probable,  and  light  Hungarian 
lard  stocks  as  cf  December  31,  1935,  were  in  prospect.  Extra  quotas 
were  granted  for  December  hy  Czechoslovakia,  which  facilitated  the 
marketing  of  hoth  Hungarian  and  Yugoslav  lard  and  fat  sides  during 
that  month. 

The  Danube  Basin  office  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
estimates  that  exports  of  live  hogs  in  December  probably  were  larger  than 
the  estimated  November  exports  of  61,500  head.     This  movement  has  been 
stimulated  by  the  granting  of  additional  import  quotas  by  Central 
European  countries,  notably  Germany  and  Czechoslovakia^  The ^ movement 
of  hog  carcasses  also  has  tended  to  increase  in  connection  with 
the  pork  shortages, developed  in  Germany  and  Czechoslovakia.   ^ Limited 
quantities  .of  Hungarian  hog  carcasses  also  have  moved  to  Belgium  in 
recent  weeks.        It  is  reported  also  that  Germany  has  been  buying  hog 
carcasses  in  Yugoslavia  and  Rumania. 
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Hogs  and  pork  products:      Indices  of  foreign  supplies  and  demand 


Country 
and 
item 


UITTEDTINGSOM- 
Supplies , 
domestic  fresh 
pork, London.  .  . 
Imports 
Bacon  - 
Denmark. ..... 

Irish  F. State 
United  States 
Canada  . . . 
Others  . . . 
Total.  .  . 
Ham,  total. 
Lard,  total 
UEMABS.  - 
Exports  - 

Bacon  

CMM- 
Sl aught er  - 
Hogs , inspected 
GEBMANY  - 
Production  - 
Hog  receipts 

14  cities. . . . 
Hog  slaughter 
36  c enters . . . 
Imports  - 
Bacon,  total.. 
Lard,   total .  . . 
UNITED  STATES  - 
Slaughter  - 
Hogs , inspected 
Exports  - 
Bacon  - 


Unit 


1000 
pounds 


1000' s 


I! 

1000 
pounds 


1000' s 
1000 


United  Kingdom  pounds 


Ge rmany 

Cuba   \ 

Total  

Hams ,  shoulders- 
United  Kingdom 

Total  

Lard  - 
United  Kingdom 

Germany   

Cuba  

Netherlands. . . 
Total  


Oct.  -  Nov. 


1909-10 

•  to-  ! 
1913-14 
average 


1924-25 

.  to 
1328-29 
average 


1932-33 


1933-34:1934-35 


1935-36 


13,120        18,527    15,232    15,805  18,751 


39 , 476 

80,800 

146,175 

92,133 

73,995 

65,201 

12 , 380 

5,327 

6,233 

8,981 

10 , 907 

27,769 

14,857 

687 

1 5  3«d3 

722 

350 

5,490 

13,845 

1 , 492 

13,015 

13,028 

13,732 

8,022 

24,843 

75,085 

51 , 655 

35,136 

29,128 

80,757 

146,725 

228,768 

164,339 

131,862  . 

119,317 

13,407 

17,945 

15,495 

14,924 

11,306 

9,871 

40,098 

38,144 

41 ,104 

48, 708 

49, 514 

24,  861 

80,142 

138,043 

94, 330 

72 , 572 

69,081 

301 

471 

439 

512 

488 

519 

545 

544 

522 

604 

208 

747 

671 

726 

702 

800 

296 

537 

4,242 

7,049 

5,011 

8,900 

4,746 

36, 421 

ry  r*      A  D  r*l 

35, ^87 

47 , 81 7 

o   d  n  r 

y ,  yyo 

21 , 0  4q 

5 , 43-< 

7,  302 

7 , 383 

tj  rrn 

7 ,  559 

( ,  oby 

A     K  CO 

4,  oo  ( 

20,282 

8,991 

474 

530 

426 

152 

362 

2,103 

208 

878 

0 

0 

1,257 

3,481 

645 

749 

816 

167 

28,506 

21,421 

3,002 

4,894 

1,777 

440 

19 , 438 

20,287 

9,595 

11,585 

8,919 

6,748 

23,093 

24,712 

11,266 

13,371 

10,994 

7,794 

22,125 

30 , 752 

38,080 

44,495 

34,921 

7,747 

21,980 

23,920 

29,106 

24,835 

872 

524 

5,791 

13,003 

11,099 

1,951 

7,135 

1,983 

5,165 

5,216 

6,200 

8,770 

9 

0 

69,073 

102 , 541 

89 , 470 

97,375 

46 , 609 

10,663 
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Hogs  and  pork  products:    Foreign  and  domestic  average  prices  per  100 
pounds  for  the  month  indicated,  and  stocks  at  the  end 
of  each  month 


Item 


PRICES  - 

Hogs,  Chicago,  basis  packers' 

and  shippers'  quotations... 

Corn,  Chicago,  No.  3  Yellow. 

Hogs ,  heavy  Berlin  live 

weight   

Barley,  Leipzig   

Lard  - 

Chicago   

Liverpool  . .   

Hamburg  

Cured  pork  - 
Liverpool  - 
American  short  cut  green 

hams  

American  green  bellies. . 
Danish  Wiltshire  sides. . 
Canadian  green  sides. . . . 


STOCKS  - 
United  States  - 
Processed  pork    1/ . . . 
Lard  in  cold  storage 


1909- 
1913 
average 

;  1925- 
■.  1929 
. average 

:  Nov. 
:  1934 

Oct.  : 

1935  : 

Nov. 

1935 

-Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

7.48 
1.07 

9.98 

1,50 

5,66 
1.48 

9.83 
1.46 

9.31 
1.11 

12.05 
1.68 

16.47 
2.21 

17.91 
2.99 

18.78 
3.12 

17.70 
3.15 

10.92 
12.50 
14.46 

14.74 
14.17 
14.97 

11.75 
10.44 
19.75 

16.00 
16.94 
17.07 

14.38 
16.50 
16.09 

14.70 

14.80 
14.02 


1,000 
pounds 


24.89 

18.93 

21.52 

20.13 

21.90 

Nominal 

Nominal 

Nominal 

23.47 

19.17 

20.00 

18.66 

21.76 

17.91 

18.73 

16.04 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

rounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

428,89  4  569,664  240  ,  663  252,927 
52,476  103,968    40,702  37,530 


1/  Dry  salt-cured,  and  in  process  of  cure;  pickled,  cured, and  in  process 
of  cure:  and  frozen. 
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Y.'ORLD  HOG  AND  PORK  PROSPECTS 


Quarterly  Summary 


Hog  production  is  row  "beginning  to  increase  in  Denmark  and  the  United 
States,  the  two  leading  -surplus  hog  producing  countries,  after  declining 
in  both  countries  during  the  last  2  years.     In  Germany  and  the  Netherlands, 
also,  some  increase  in  production  apparently  is  in  prospect,  but  in  most 
other  Continental  European  countries  hog  numbers  are  not  likely  to  increase 
during  the  first  half  of  1336.    Substantial  increases  in  hog  numbers  in  the 
first  half  of  1935  were  reported  in  the  Danube  Basin  and  in  Great  Britain. 
Decreases  were  reported  during  this  period  in  Poland  and  Czechoslovakia. 

Larger  numbers  of  pigs  are  now  being  produced  in  the  United  States, 
and  a  material  increase  in  hog  slaughter  in  1936  is  probable.     In  Denmark 
and  the  Netherlands  the  increase  in  hog  production  and  hog  slaughter  may 
be  limited  by  production  control  measures,  and  in  Germany  the  shortage  of 
feed  supplies  may  prevent  a  large  increase  in  hog  production.     In  the  Danube 
Basin  larger  supplies  of  hogs  for  slaughter  and  export  are  probable  in  the 
first  half  of  the  present  year. 

The  shortage  of  fats  continues  to  be  an  important  feature  in  the  Genua: 
hog  situation.    Although  import  duties  on  fats  were  reduced  and  imports  of 
lard  and  butter  were  increased  in  the  last  half  of  1935,  such  imports  have 
not  been  sufficient  to  offset  the  decline  in  domestic  production  of  fats. 
Despite  the  increased  imports  in  the  last  half  of  the  year,  total  imports 
of  lard  into  Germany  in  1935. were  much  below  average.    Host  of  the  German 
lard  imports  in  1935  came  from  the  Danube  Basin  and  Denmark  and  were  made 
possible  by  compensation  or  clearing  agreements.    The  foreign  exchange 


situation,  together  with  the  decreased  production  of  hogs  in  the  United 
States  due  to  the  drought,  prevented  large  imports  of  American  lard  into 
Germany.     In  1935  a  considerable  part  of  the  German  imports  of  fats  and  oils 
consisted  of  whale  oil,  but  imports  of  this  oil  in  1936  will  be  reduced, 
since  world  supplies  of  whale  oil  have  been  sharply  curtailed.     In  1936  an 
increase  in  supplies  of  both  domestic  and  imported  lard  in  Germany  seems 
likely,  as  do  a  decrease  in  domestic  supplies  of  butter  and  an  increase  in 
butter  imports. 

According  to  official  announcement,  the  permitted  imports  of  bacon 
and  hams  into  Great  Britain  from  non-Empire  sources  in  March  and  April  will 
be  at  a  rate  slightly  higher  than  the  rate  prevailing  in  January  and  February. 
It  now  seems  probable  that  the  British  quota  system  for  cured  pork  will  be 
continued  during  the  present  year,  after  which  it  is  proposed  that,  as  a 
substitute  for  the  quota,  a  tariff  be  levied  on  bacon  and  hams  for  the  purpose 
of  assisting  British  pig  producers.    Under  this  proposal  a  preferential  rate 
of  duty  would  be  granted  to  Empire  countries.     Imported  supplies  of  bacon 
and  hams  in  Great  Britain  have  been  reduced  about  35  percent  in  the  3  years 
since  1932  in  which  the  quota  system  has  been  in  effect. 

United  States  exports  of  both  pork  and  lard  were  greatly  reduced 
in  1935,   the  total  exports  for  the  year  being  the  smallest  in  several  decades. 
This  marked  reduction  in  exports  resulted  chiefly  from  the  large  decrease 
in  hog  slaughter  which  was  brought  about  by  the  severe  drought  in  1934. 
However,  domestic  slaughter  supplies  of  hogs  in  January  increased  considerably 
and  continued  increases  during  the  remainder  of  1936  and  in  1937  are  probable. 
It  is  expected,  therefore,  that  exports  of  both  pork  and  lard  will  increase 
materially  in  the  next  2  years. 
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Hog  Numbers 

The  greatly  increased  interest  in  hog  breeding  and  the  nresent  favor- 
able hog-feed  ratio  in  several  important  hog  producing  countries  indicates 
an  increase  in  hog  numbers  by  midsummer  of  1936  as  compared  with  the  low 
level  reached  in  the  summer  of  1935.    Although  the  actual  number  of  hogs 
on  hand  in  Germany  and  the  Netherlands  at  the  beginning  of  1936  was  somewhat 
smaller  than  at  the  same  time  a  year  ago,  an  increase  of  12  percent  in 
bred  sows  in  Germany  has  been  reported.     In  Denmark,  the  number  of  ho?s 
on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  1936  (December  28,  1935)  was  3,216,000,  an 
increase  of  6  percent  above  a  year  earlier.     There  was  an  increase 'of  17 
percent  in  bred  sows,  indicating  a  still  further  increase  in  numbers  this 
year.     The- Netherlands-  also  showed  an  increase  of  3  percent  in  bred  sows 
in  November  1935  compared  with  a  year  earlier.     In  midsummer  of  1935  hog 
numbers  were,  the  smallest  in  years  in  the  United  States,  Canada,  Denmark, 
and  Netherlands,  which  countries  furnished  approximately  90  percent  of  the 
world  exports  of  pork  and  pork  products  during  the  5-year  period  1925-1929. 

The  number  of  hogs  in  Germany  1/,  the  principal  continental  deficit 
country  at  the  end  of  1935,  was  only  22,699,000,  a  decrease  of  2  percent 
below  the  same  date  of  1934.    A  large  increase  of  28  percent  in  bred  sows 
of  6  months  and  over  and  a  7  percent  increase  in  those  above  1  year  indicates 
an  increase  in  market  supplies  in  1936.     Czechoslovakia,  another  important 
deficit  country,  showed  some  decrease  in  1935  from  the  high  level  reached 
in  1934.    However,  there  has  been  a  sharp  increase  in  numbers  in  the  United 
Kingdom  since  1933,  in  accordance  with  the  British  policy  of  the  last  few 
years  of  encouraging  home  production  by  limiting  imports.     The  number  in 
the  United  Kingdom  by  midsummer  1935  had  reached  4,525,000,  an  increase 
of  29  percent  above  2  years  earlier. 

1nIK      Hog  numbers  in  14  deficit  and  surplus  producing  countries  in  midsummer 
1935  are  estimated  at  49,522,000,  a  reduction  of  5  percent  as  compared  with 
1.34.     In  8. surplus  European  countries  there  was  an  increase  of  1  percent 
due  chiefly  to  the  increases  in  the  Irish  Free  State  and  Hungary,    The  United 
States  is  not  included  in  these  totals  owing  to  the  lack  of  a  midsummer 
estimate.     The  number  of  pigs  saved  from  December  1  to  June  1  in  1934  and 
1935,  however,  was  only  about  73  percent  and  58  percent  respectively  of  the 
number  saved  in  the  same  period  of  1933. 

The  6  deficit  European  countries  reporting  showed  a  reduction  in 
hog  numbers  to  27,994,000  in  midsummer  1935,  a  decrease  of  9  percent  compared 
with  the  same  date  of  1934,  the  reductions  being  chiefly  in  Germany  and 
Czechoslovakia.     (See  the  table  on  page  4  for  details  by  countries.) 


1/  These  figures  exclude  the  Saar,  as  comparable  estimates  are"  not  given 
I or  earlier  years  for  bred  sows.  See  the  table  on  page  24  for  estimates 
including  ana  excluding  the  Saar  for  other  classes. 
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Hogs 


Country 


Numbers  in  specified  surplus  and  deficit  countries 
in  midsummer  1935,  with  comparisons 


Date 
of 

estimate 


SURPLUS  COUNTRIES 
Non-European 

United  States  1/. 

Canada   , 

European 

Irish  Free  State.., 

Denmark,  in  rural 
communit ies 

Netherlands 

Poland  . . . 

Hungary  . 

Latvia  . . , 

Estonia  . 

Lithuania 


June 


July  15 
May- June 
June 
July 
June 
Summer 
June  30 


Total  8  surplus 
European  countries 
reporting  to  1935 

DEFICIT  COUNTRIES 
England  and  Wales  ... 

Scotland   

Northern  Ireland  .... 

Total  United  Kingdom 

Germany   

Czechoslovakia   

Norway   

Total  6  deficit 
European  countries 
reporting  to  1935 

Total  14  surplus  and 
deficit  countries 
reporting  to  1935, 
including  Canada 


June  1 


July 
June 


:      1931  : 

1932  : 

1933  : 

1934  : 

1935 

:  Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands  Thousands 

Thousands 

„         JO ,  Ocjcj 

52,089 

37,807 

^0  AO? 

>             A     1 1  1 

J             He  f.f  J-.l 

Of  oot; 

3,801 

3,654 

^  RAO 

•  Toon 
:           1 ,  (Let,  ( 

1 ,  XUo 

931 

968 

i  nop 

:    •  5,453 

4,886 

2/  4,407 

3,061 

3,034 

:  2,434 

2,244 

{  c, ,  _LUU  J 

^ / 0  np? 

4/  1,629 

:  7,321 

5,844 

O ,  r^io 

n  A'S^ 

f  ,  uoo 

6,703 

:  2,715 

2,361 

T  8Q9 

2 , 502 

3,176 

:  712 

582 

586 

686 

802 

:  323 

303 

277 

282 

289 

:  1,569 

1,  390 

1,306 

1,268 

1,  258 

17,259 

17,862 

17 , 979 

:  2,783 

3,185 

3,069 

3,320 

3,812 

:  162 

165 

167 

206 

256 

:  236 

220 

271 

380 

458 

:  3,181 

3,570 

3,507 

3,906 

4,526 

:  22,529 

21 , 289 

21, 174 

22, 368 

20,042 

:  5/  3,088 

3,082 

3,314 

3,888 

3,016 

:  317 

304 

319 

550 

410 

:  29,115 

28,245 

28,314 

30,  712 

27,994 

:  55,586 

50,602 

49,374 

52,230 

49,522 

Division  of  Statistical  and  Historical  Research.     Compiled  from  reports  of  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture  officials  abroad,  official  sources  and  the 
International  Institute  of  Agriculture.     Figures  in  parentheses  interpolated. 

1/  Spring  pig  crop,  i.e.,  numbar  of  pigs  saved  December  1  -  June  1. 
2/  June  20. 

3/  By  August  1934  the  number  had  fallen  to  1,875,000. 

4/  August. 

5/  Census  May  1930. 
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Summary  of  International  Trade  in  Live  Hogs  and  Hog  Products 


The  international  trade  in  live  hogs  and  hog  products  fell  to  a  new 
low  level  in  1935  and  was  22  percent  scalier  than  in  1934.     There  was  an 
increase  in  exports  of  live  hogs  but  a  further  large  decrease  in  exports 
of  hog  products.    The  combined  export  of  hog  products  and  live  hogs,  converted 
to  a  meat  basis,  from  the  principal  European  surplus  producing  countries 
and  the  United  States  and  Canada  is  estimated  at  approximately  1,306,000,000 
pounds  compared  with  1,676,000,000  pounds  in  1934  and  2,047,000,000  pounds 
in  1935. 

Exports  of  hog  products,  as  such,  from  the  six  most  important  European 
surplus  producing  countries  in  1955  totaled  834,000,000  pounds,  a  reduction 
of  2  percent  compared  with  1954.     This  decrease  was  small  compared  with 
the  reduction  of  24  percent  between  1955  and  1954  and  22  percent  between 
1952  and  1933.     The  quantity  exported  from  these  countries  in  1235  was  only 
55  percent  of  that  exported  in  1931.     There  was  an  increase,  however,  in 
exports  of  live  hogs  from  European  surplus  producing  countries.     In  1935 
the  number  amounted  to  873,000  head,  an  increase  of  28  percent  above  1954. 
The  combined  export  from  eight  European  countries  of  hog  products  and  live 
hogs  converted  to  a  meat  basis  is  estimated  at  974,000,000  pounds,  or  about 
1  percent  above  1954. 

The  quantity  of  hog  products  exported  from  Denmark  declined  6  percent 
between  1954  and  1935  and  those  from  the  Netherlands,  11  percent.  Exports 
from  these  two  important  surplus  countries,  combined,  last  year  constituted 
only  51  percent  of  exports  in  1951.    On  the  other  hand,  exports  increased 
18  percent  from  the  Irish  Free  State  and  66  percent  from  Hungary  between 
1954  and  1935,  the  latter  mostly  lard  and  fat  backs.    The  greatest  increase 
in  live  hog  exports  in  1955  was  from  the  Danube  basin  countries,  going 
principally  to  Germany  and  Italy. 

There  was  a  further  marked  decline  in  exports  of  hog  products  from 
the  United  States,  which  fell  to  the  very  low  level  of  186,000,000  pounds 
in  1955  compared  with  585,000,000  pounds  in  1954  and  an  average  of 
1,121,000,000  pounds  for  the  5-year  period  1925-1929.  On  the  other  hand, 
exports  from  Canada  increased  18  percent  in  1935  to  reach  146,000,000  pounds. 
This  increase  was  due  principally  to  the  fact  that  the  United  Kingdom  has 
not  restricted  imports  of  pork  from  the  British  Dominions. 

In  1955,   the  United  Kingdom  and  Germany  imported  only  1,311,000,000 
pounds  of  hog  products,  as  such,  a  decrease  of  17  percent  compared  with 
1934.     In  1932  the  imports  into  these  two  countries  reached  2,045,000,000 
pounds.     Pork  production  in  these  two  countries  has  increased  substantially 
in  the  past  2  years.    Production  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  Irish  Free  State 
has  increased  from  964,000,000  pounds  in  1951-52  to  1,045,000,000  pounds  in 
1954-35,  or  8  percent,  whereas  production  in  Germany  has  increased  from 
4,364,000,000  pounds  in  1932  to  approximately  5,000,000,000  pounds  in  1935, 
or  15  percent.     (See  tables  for  details  by  countries.) 
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Hog  products:     Exports  from  principal  European  surplus  produc 

countries,  1928-193-5 


Year 


1928  ... 

1929  .  .  . 

1930  . .  . 

1931   

1932   

1933   

1934   

1935  5/ 


Denmark 
1/ 


Million 

pounds 

650 
596 
738 
898 
923 
699 
521 
492 


Nether- 

lands 

-i  /  ■ 

y 

Irish  : 
:     Free  : 
State    1  / : 

OWtjUGIl  . 

-Poland  . 

"if/  o  /  ' 
±J  El/  : 

—  

Hungary . 

rz  / 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

pound s 

pounds 

pound  s 

pounds 

pounds 

274  " 

116 

51  . 

•  49 

11 

203 

96 

45 

52 

14 

210 

78 

64 

78 

22 

286 

85 

•68 

161 

12 

258 

61 

50 

138 

8 

194 

55 

■  43 

101 

14 

126 

'71' 

44 

59 

32 

.112  ' 

84  ' 

31 

6/  62 

.  53 

Total 

1/ 

Million 
pounds 

1,151 
.  1,006 
1,190 
1,510 
1,438 
1,123 
853 
834 


Division  of  Statistical  and  Historical.  Research.     Compiled  from  official 
sources  and  from  reports  submitted  by  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 
officials  abroad.     The  annual  figures  include:     Pork,  fresh    canned  uickST 
smoked,  bacon,  Cumberland  sides,  Wiltshire  sides,  hams  and    holders    iard  ' 
lard  compounds,  neutral  lard,  hog  casings,  lard  in  heads  and  ?eet  ' 
1/  Principally  to  British  market.  2/  Corrected  figures  for  Poland. 

^™inCiP      y. t0  Austria>  Czechoslovakia,  and  Italy  now.     Previous  to  1928 

TlZZ  7,1  rrCHPal  ma"/0t  f°r  frSSh  P0rk'         y  including  corrected 
figures  for  Poland.  5/  Preliminary.  6/  Estimate  for  year  based  on 

exports  for  first  11  months  of  1935  compared  with  same  period  of  ill! 


Hog  products:     Imports  into  principal  deficit  European  countric 

1928-1935 


Year 


1928  . . . 

1929  . . . 

1930   

1931   

1932   

1933   

1934   

1935  1/ 


United : 
Kingdom: Germany 


C: 


France. 


echo-  : 

slo-  :Austria 
_  vakia_  ; 

Million  Million  Million  Million  Million  Million 
P°und.s    pounds    pounds    pounds    pounds  pounds 


1,432 
1,397 
1,491 
1,  703 
1,  720 
1,568 
1,432 
1, 179 


241 
276 
238 
266 
325 
229 
152 
'132 


102 

72 

31 

20 

30 

58 

79 

39 

36 

29 

78  - 

60 

23 

35 

11 

72 

60 

21 

47 

3 

30 

!'•>  45 

20 

39 

16 

35 

34 

13 

34 

12 

12 

30 

8 

14 

9 

Million  Million 
pounds  pounds 

1,  928 
1,920 
1,940 
2,172 
2,198 
1,  925 
1,665 


Division  of  Statistical  and  Historical  Research.  Compiled  from  official 
sources.     See  table  on  exports  for  items  included 

1/  Preliminary.  2/  Estimate  for  year  based  on 'exports  for  first  11 

months  of  _l935  compared  with  same  period  of  1934. 
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Commercial  Hpg  Slaughter 

Commercial  hog  slaughter  in  20  important  surplus  and  deficit 
countries  for  1935  is  estimated  at  68,000,000  head,  a  decrease  of  23  per- 
cent or  20,000,000  fewer  hogs  slaughtered  than  in  1934.     The  reduction  as 
compared  with  1933  was  24  percent.      Eog  slaughter  was  smaller  in  "both 
surplus  and  deficit  countries  in  1935  than  in  1934. 

The  reduction  in  slaughter  in  the  12  surplus  countries  was  30  per- 
cent, representing  about  18,000,000  hogs.     There  was  a  reduction  of  37 
percent  in  non- European  surplus  producing  countries  to  31,000,000  head, 
owing  chiefly  to  a  41  percent  reduction  in  "Federally  inspected  slaughter 
in  the  United  States.      Australia  and  New  Zealand  were  the  only  countries 
in  this  group  to  show  increases.     Seven  European  surplus  hog  producing 
countries  showed  a  reduction  of  only  3  percent  in  hog  slaughter  to 
11,400,000  head  in  1935  compared  with  the  preceding  year,  "but  a  reduction 
of  14  percent  as  compared  with  1933. 

The  reduction  in  slaughter  in  8  deficit  European  countries  in  1935 
is  estimated  at  approximately  5  percent,  representing  about  2,000,000  fewer 
hogs  killed  than  in  1934.    The  estimated  number  slaughtered  in  the 
8  countries  was  about  25,000,000  head.    All  of  the  deficit  countries,  in- 
cluding Germany,  showed  decreases  except  the  United  Kingdom  Adhere  slaughter 
increased  13  percent.    The  decrease  in  Germany  for  the  year  is  estimated 
at  6  percent  or  about  1,165,000  head. 

United  States 

With  the  ratio  of  hog  prices  to  corn  prices  continuing  much  above 
average  it  seems  probable  that  the  increase  in  the  number  of  sows  to  farrow 
in  the  spring  of  1936  will  be  at  least  as  large  as  the  24  percent  increase 
over  1935  indicated  by  the  December  1935  Fig  Crop  Report,  and  perhaps 
larger.      Thus,  a  large  increase  in  hog  slaughter  in  1936-37  is  likely. 
During  the  summer  of  1936  commercial  hog  slaughters  supplies  probably 
will  be  much  larger,  possibly  35  to  40  percent,  than  a  year  earlier.  This 
increase  in  summer  slaughter  will  reflect  not  only  the  increase  in  the 
1935  fall  pig  crop  but  also  an  increase  in  the  marketings  of  packing  sows 
which  will  farrow  in  the  spring  of  1936.     Average  weights  of  hogs  slaughtered 
in  the  remainder  of  the  1935-36  marketing  year  probably  will  continue  much 
heavier  than  a  year  earlier. 

Hog  prices  advanced  materially  after  early  January,  when  the  hog 
processing  tax  was  invalidated.        Although  slaughter  supplies  increased 
substantially  in  the  second  and  third  weeks  of  the  month,  the  rise  in  prices 
was  well  maintained  in  this  period.     As  supplies  were  reduced  in  late 
January  and  early  February  prices  again  advanced,  and  in  the  second  7/eek  of 
February  the  top  price  at  Chicago  reached  $11.15,  the  highest  price  paid 
at  that  market  since  last  October.     The  average  price  of  ::ogs  at  Chicago 
for  the  month  of  January  was  $9.85  compared  with $9. 57  in  December  and 
$7.70  in  January  last  year.  The  rise  in  prices  from  early  January  to  early 
February  was  greater  on  heavy  hogs  and  packing  sows  than  on  light  hogs, 
prices  of  packing  sows  and  heavy  butcher  hogs  rising  from  $1.00  to  $1.25  per 
100  pounds  and  those  of  light  hogs  from  60  to  80  cents. 
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Hog  slaughter  under  Federal  inspection  in  January,   totaling  3,428,000 
head,  was  about  19  percent  larger  than  in  December,  the  increase  in  this 
period  being  much  greater  than  usual.       In  January,  for  the  first  time  since 
October  19,74,   inspected  hog  slaughter  exceeded  that  of  the  corresponding 
month  a  year  earlier.     A  large  part  of  the  increase  in  slaughter  supplies  in 
January  was  due  to  the  unusual  price  advance  in  that  period,  but  it  is  also 
probable  that  marketings  had  been  delayed  somewhat  in  November  and  December 
because  of  the  favorable  feeding  situation  and  that  some  increase  in 
slaughter  in  January  would  have  occurred  even  without  the  abnormal  price 
advance.     The  unusually  large  increase,  however,  probably  represents  some 
shift  to  January  of  hogs  that  under  more  normal  conditions  would  have  been 
marketed  in  February.     Average  weights  of  hogs  marketed  in  January  were 
only  slightly  heavier  than  in  December,  but  they  were  considerably  heavier 
than  in  January  1935.     The  average  weight  at  the  seven  leading  markets  was 
232  pounds,  which  was  19  pounds  heavier  than  a  year  earlier. 

Corn  prices  advanced  slightly, in  January.     The  United  States  average 
farm  price  of  corn  on  January  15  was  53.5  cents  per  bushel  compared  with 
53  cents  on  December  15  and  85.3  cents  on  the  corresponding  date  in  1935. 
Based  on  farm  prices  in  the  North  Central  States,  the  hog-corn  price  ratio 
in  January  was  18.9,   the  highest  ratio  for  the  month  on  record.  In 
January  last  year  this  ratio  was  8.4.       It  should  be  recognized,  however, 
that  the  present  corn  supply  is  much  below  average  in  quality,  and  the 
lower  farm  price  of  corn  this  year  than  last  is  partly  due  to  the  lower 
quality  of  corn. 


The  large  increase  in  slaughter  supplies  of  hogs  in  the  first  half 
of  January  resulted  in  a  marked  decline  in  the  prices  of  all  hog  products. 
The  decline  in  prices  of  cured  pork  continued  into  February,  but  prices  of 
fresh  pork  advanced  somewhat  in  late  January  and  early  February,  following 
the  decline  in  the  first  half  of  January.     The  composite  wholesale  price 
of  hog  products. at  New  York  in  January  was  $21.92  per  100  pounds,  compared 
with  $23.28  in  December  and  $18.54  for  the  corresponding  month  a  year  earlier 
The  wholesale  price  of  lard  declined  considerably  in  January.     The  average 
price  of  refined  lard  at  Chicago  dropped  from  $13.25  per  100  pounds  in  the 
last  week  of  December  to  $12.25  in  the  last  week  of  January. 

Total  exports  of  pork  in  December  showed  a  material  decrease  from 
those  in  November,  while  lard  exports  showed  only  a  slight  decrease  in  this  ] 
period.     Exports  of  both  pork  and  lard  in  December,  however,  were  much- 
smaller  than  those  of  a  year  earlier.     Shipments  of  lard  from  the  principal 
ports  increased  in  January  compared  with  those  of  a  month  earlier,  but 
pork  shipments  were  reduced.     Shipments  of  both  pork  and  lard  in  January 
continued  small  in  relation  to  those  of  the  corresponding  month  last  year. 


Exports  of  haras  and  shoulders  in  December,  amounting  to  3,579,000 
pounds,  were  24  percent  smaller  than  in  November,  but  they  were  about  7 
percent  greater  than  the  exports  of  December  1934.     The  decrease  from 
November  to  December  was  due  chiefly  to  the  smaller  shipments  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  chief  foreign  market  for  these  products.     Bacon  exports  in 
December  amounted  to  278,000  pounds.     Although  this  figure    is  larger  than 
that  of  a  month  earlier,   it  is  much  smaller  than  that  of  December  1934  or 
of  any  other  December  on  record. 
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Pork  and  lard:     Exports  from  the  United  States,  1900-1935 


Y 

3ar 

:  Pork 
:  1/ 

:  Lard 
:  2/ 

:  Year 

:  Pork 
:  1/ 

:  Lard 
:  2/ 

:      1 , 000 

:   .  1,000 

:  1,000 

:       1 , 000 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

1900 

•  •  •  • 

:  849,305 

:  609,473 

:  1918 

•  •  • 

:  1,695,908 

:  555,125 

xyui 

•  •  •  • 

860 , 005 

:  607,266 

:  1919 

•  #  • 

:  l,8o4,863 

:  783,859 

1902 

•  •  •  • 

\  640,600 

:  504,161 

■  ~i  no  A 

:  1920 

•  •  • 

:        901 , 406 

I  635,488 

lyoo 

•  •  •  • 

:  560,283 

:  535,376 

:  1921 

f  •  • 

l  738,345 

!  892,892 

i  yLKt 

•  #  •  • 

'.  D/0,221 

:  563,521 

:  1922 

•  f  • 

;  700,195 

l         ( 8  < , 447 

lyoo 

•  •  •  * 

:  669,060 

:  701,679 

:  1923 

m  9  m 

t  928,959 

:  1,059,510 

1906 

•  •  •  • 

/ID , 698 

:  6^8,2o2 

:  1924 

•  ♦  ♦ 

:        702, 812 

',  971,460 

190/ 

•  •  •  • 

597,487  : 

',  o89,268 

1925 

•  •  • 

519,435 

;  /07,683 

lyoo 

611,233  : 

581,934  , 

.1926 

•  •  • 

:        402,665  , 

:       717 , 077 

1909 

■  *  •  • 

A  P  A      A  r*t  *~\ 

464,472  : 

:  458,261 

:  1927 

•  •  •  « 

:        282,500  ! 

701 , 699 

1910 

•  •  •  * 

306,204  : 

379.108  : 

1928 

•  •  •  * 

301, 24 ^  : 

783,4^2 

1911 

•  •  *  •  i 

447,931  : 

604^  979  : 

1929 

m  •  •  ■ 

343,684  : 

847,868 

1912 

•  ••'•< 

431,470  : 

552,549  : 

1930 

•  •  •  i 

277,352  : 

656,018 

1913 

•  •  •  ■  i 

446,163  : 

57  5  j  4 92  : 

1931 

•  •  •  i 

159,876  : 

578,296 

1914 

■>«.*•< 

368,476  : 

459,813  : 

1932 

»  «  •  < 

116,280  : 

552,154 

1915 

•  • » •  i 

884,424  : 

486.676  : 

1933 

•   V   9  * 

142,055  : 

584,238 

1916 

•  •  •  •  i 

1,000,041  : 

453 j 924  : 

1934 

•    •   «  1 

150,542  : 

434,892 

1917 

•  •  •  •  * 

917,611  : 

382,145  : 

1935 

•  •  •  • 

88,630  : 

97,359 

Division  of  Statistical  and  Histories!  Research,  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics.     Compiled  from  Monthly  Summary  of  Foreign  Commerce  of  the  United 
States,  December  issues,  and  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United 
States. 

1/  Includes  bacon,  hams  and  shoulders,  and  pork  (canned,  fresh,  and 
pickled.)    Lard  oil  included  from  1900  to  1924. 
2j  Includes  neutral  lard  from  1910  to  1935. 
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'Exports  of  lard  in  December,   totaling  7,900,000  pounds,  were  only 
slightly  less  than  in  November,  but  much  smaller  than  in  December  1934 
Most  of^the  lard  exported  in  December  was  consirned  to  the  United  Kingdom 
Cuba.     In  January  the  sale  of  about  4,000,000  pounds  of  American  lard  to 
Germany  was  unofficially  reported.     This  quantity  is  in  excess  of  the  United 
States  exoorts  of  lard  to  that  country  for  the  entire  year  of  1935.  Although 
the  German  import .duty  on  lard  wac  lowered  several  months  ago,  restrictions 
on  foreign  exchange  had  previously  made  impossible  any  large  imoorts  of 
American  lard  into  Germany. 

Ex-ports  of  pork  for  the  calendar  year  1935  totaled  about  89,000,000 
pounds  compared  with  about  151,000,000  pounds  in  1934.     A  large  part  of  the 
decrease  was  accounted  for  by  the  marked  reduction  in  shipments  of  fresh 
frozen  oork.     Lard. exports  in  1935 'amounted  to  97, 000, 000 "pounds  compared 
with  about  435,000,000  pounds  in  '1934.     Exports  of  both  oork  and  lard  in 
1935  were  the  smallest  in  many  years,  oerhaps  the  smallest  on  record*  The 
decrease  in  exports-  of  hog  products'  in  1935  was  largely  a  result  of  the  marke. 
drop  m  hog  slaughter  following  the'  severe  drought  of  1934.      A  table  showing 
the  annual  exports  of  pork  and  lard"  from  1900  to  1935  is  riven  on  page  9. 
figure  2  which  appears  at  the  end  of  this  publication,  shows  these  figures 
graphically  for  the  entire  36-year  period. 

Canada 

*q  Co    The  average  price  of  bacon1 hogs  at  Toronto  for  January  1936  was 
lani  peV00  P°^ds- American  currency  compared  with  $8.58  in  January  1935, 
$8  07  m  January  1934  and  only  $3.29  in  January  1933.     Supplies,  as  indicated 
by  the  number  graded  at  stock  yards  and  packing  plants  during  the  4-week 
period  ended  January  30  amounted  to  261,000  head  and  was  6,000  larger  than 
during  the  similar  4-week  period  of  December.     According  to  the  Canadian 
Government's  Monthly  Livestock  and  Meat  Trade  Review,  it  is  expected  that 
increased  marketings  will  materialize  from  Ontario  in  the  early  part  of 
iy3o  while  Quebec  will  maintain  its  present  level  of  marketings.  Some 
recovery  m  the  movement  of  supplies  from  the  Prairie  Provinces  is  exoected 
m  the  latter  half  of  the  year. 

_     Gradings  of  live  hogs  for  the  year  1935  at  all  stockyards  and 
packing  plants  numbered  2,854,000,  a  decrease  of  6  percent  compared  with 
n  and  the  smallest  number  graded  since  1931.     The  total  number  of  hogs 
in  Canada  has  decreased  in  each  of  the  past  4  years  from  4,717,000  in  June 
1931  to  only  3,549,000  in  June  1935. 

There  has  been  a  fairly  large  increase  in  the  number  of  hogs  graded 
as  selects,  which  produce  the  quality  of  bacon  preferred  in  the  British 
market.     In  1935  the  number  graded  into  the  principal  classifications, 
with  the  percentage  of  1934  given  in  parentheses  was  as  follows:  Select 
bacon  nogs     654,019  (113);     bacon  hogs,  1,201,036  (93);     butchers,  568,404 
' It    ±  and  feeders'  238,581  (87).      Despite  a  decrease  of  6  percent 

m  the  total  number  graded  there  was  an  increase  of  13  oercent  in  the 
number  graded  as  selects-. 
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As  the  price  of  liogs  in  Canada  is  dependent  to  such  a  large  extent 
on  the  quantity  and  quality  of  "bacon  exported  to  the  British  market,  two 
of  the  major  problems  of  Canadian  hog  raisers  are  to  improve  the  type  of  hog 
produced  and  to  maintain  the  favorable  position  on  the  British  market  pro- 
vided for  in  the  Ottawa  Agreement  which  went  into  effect  in  January  1933. 
Since  that  date  the  price  of  bacon  hogs  has  risen  over  $5.00  per  100  pounds. 
By  the  terms  pf  the  Ottawa  Agreement  Canada  was  permitted  entry  into  Great 
Britain  of  280,000,000  pounds  of  bacon  annually,  which  represents  about 
2,500,000  hogs.     This  agreement  expires  in  December  1937.     Exports  of  bacon 
from  Canada  to  the  United  Kingdom  in  1935  reached  124,000,000  pounds,  an 
increase  of  4  percent  above  1934  and  72  percent  above  1933.     In  1932,  before 
the  Ottawa  Agreement  went  into  effect  and  before  British  bacon  imports  from 
non- Empire  sources  were  restricted,  only  31,000,000  pounds  of  bacon  were 
sent  to  the  British  market.     The  bulk  of  bacon  shipments  from  Canada  has 
always  gone  to  the  United  Kingdom,  the  largest  exports  being  241,000,000 
pounds  in  1919.     Lard  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  from  Canada  also  increased 
greatly  in  1935  reaching  13,772,000  pounds  compared  with  only  911,000  pounds 
in  1934  and  about  5,000,000  pounds  in  1932. 

There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  exports  of  live  hogs  to  the 
United  States  in  1935,  the  number  being  14,999  compared  with  about  1,000  in 
1934.     The  bulk  of  these  were  sent  in  the  last  half  of  the  year,  the  number 
in  December  alone  being  4,783.     In  1927  however,  Canada  expor:ed  195,000 
hogs  to  this  country  and  in  1914  the  number  reached  215,000.        Exports  of 
pork  to  the  United  States  in  1935  amounted  to  3,866,000  pounds  compared 
with  only  156,000  pounds  in  1934.     The  largest  exports  of  pork  to  this 
country  occurred  in  1927  when  they  reached  16,000,000  pounds.    Bacon  and 
lard  exports  to  the  United  States  were  negligible  in  1935. 


United  Kingdom  and  Irish  Eree  State 

The  British  cured-pork  import  allotment  to  all  quota  countries 
has  been  placed  at  922,282  hundredweight  (103,296,000  pounds)  for  the 
period  Eebruary  26  to  April  30,  according  to  cabled  advices  from  Agricultural 
Attache'   C.  C.  Taylor  at  London.     The  new  figure  represents  a  weekly 
allotment  of  nearly  11,500,000  pounds  against  the  adjusted  rate  of 
approximately  11,200,000  pounds  in  effect  since  January  1.      The  new  United 
States  quota  is  placed  at  74,705  hundredweight  (8,367,000  pounds).     The  new 
rate  represents  a  6  percent  increase  over  the  former  one  of  875,000  pounds, 
and  continues  to  represent  8.1  percent  of  the  quota. 

The  current  quota  follows  an  extension  over  the  first  8  weeks  of 
1936  of  the  quota  rates  in  effect  during  the  last  3  months  of  1935.  This 
second  short  quota  period  suggests  incomplete  returns  from  the  1936  campaign 
to  place  more  hogs  under  contract  to  bacon  factories,  and  continued  uncertain 
as  to  the  future  supply  of  domestic  bacon  hogs.     While  the  current  quota 
rate  is  slightly  higher  than  that  of  the  January  1  -  Eebruary  25  period,  it 
still  represents  a  decline  of  about  9  percent  from  the  rate  prevailing 
at  this  time  last  year. 
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So  far,  the  quota  system  has  not  "brought  the  desired  results, 
according  to  the.  London  and  Berlin  representatives  of  the  Foreign  Agricultura 
Service.     It  is . apparent  that  quotas  on  cured  and  frozen  pork  will  he 
continued  during  1936,  hut  a  oolicy  of  more  literal  allowances  is  under 
consideration  to  follow  the  termination  of  trade  agreements  which  now 
prevent  the  imposition  of  a  tariff  on  non- Empire  ■  "bacon.     Such  a    duty,  for 
which  10s.  per  hundredweight  (2.2  cents  per  pound)  is  tentatively  suggested, 
with  preferential  rates  to  Empire  countries,  would  he  known  as  a  levy, 
and  would  he  used  to  subsidize  domestic  hog  producers.        Meanwhile,  the 
total  foreign  hacon  and  ham  quota  continues  to  he  determined  "by  deducting 
estimated  Empire  supplies  and  the  contracted  domestic  production  from  the 
annual  "normal  consumption"  figure  of  10,670,000  hundredweight  (1,195,000,000 
pounds).     The  present  world  hog  situation  is  regarded  as  more  favorahle  for 
a  modification  of  the  quota  restrictions  than  in  other  recent  years. 

The  decline  in  world  hog  production  during  1934  and  1925  was  not 
reflected  in  prices  paid  to  British  producers.     Continuing  the  downward 
trend  which  started  in  April  1934,  when  hacon  prices  were  incorporated  in 
the  formula  for  determining  contract  hog  prices,   the  contract  hog  prices 
reached  a  low  of  10/ 2  per  20  pounds  (12.66  cents  per  pound)  dead  weight  in 
Octoher,  recovered  to  ll/2     (l3.9  cents)  in  November,  the  month  in  which 
new  contracts  are  made,  and  again  dropped  to  10/2  (12.66  cents)  in 
December.     In  January  1936  a  new  low  of  9/ll  (12.35  cents)  was  paid  for 
contract  hogs.      Advancing  hacon  prices  in  January,  however,  should  result 
in  an  increased  contract  price  in  February. 

Producers  have  contracted  about  2,000,000  hogs  for  delivery  to 
curers  in  1936.     The  1935  figure  was  1,854,249,  an  increase  of  15.5  percent  . 
over  1934.     It  is  reported  that  an  additional  750,000  hogs  must  be  put 
under  contract  to  guarantee  curers  72  percent  of  their  stated  requirements 
for  1936.     In  view  of  the  difficulty  entailed  in  securing  sufficient 
numbers  of  contract  hogs,  it  is  suggested  that  the  Pigs  Marketing  Board  will 
contract  with  the  curers  for  the  required  numbers  and  then  default.  That 
procedure  would  allow  curers  to  buy  in  the  open  market,  as  was  done  in 
1935  to  secure  140,000  head,  and  again  in  the  first  6  weeks  of  1936. 

The  stronger  British  market  for  imported  bacon  in  January  resulted 
in  Danish  Wiltshire  sides  making  an  average  of  $19.43  per  hundred  pounds. 
That  average  was  an  advance  of  $1.34  over  the  December  figure,  but  still 
24  cents  below  the  comparable  figure  of  a  year  ago  and  57  cents  under  the 
October  average.     Canadian  green  sides  reached  $16.45  per  hundred  pounds 
for  the  January  average,  over  $1.00  higher  than  the  average  for  the 
previous  month.     The  december  1934  comparable  figure  was  $17.46.  American 
green  bellies  were  quoted  in  January  at  $15.19  per  hundred  pounds. 
This  was  the  first  quotation  on  this  product  since  last  July.     The  January 
1935  average  was  $15.55. 
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Imports  of  "bacon  from  Denmark  during  December,  at  nearly  35,000,000 
pounds,  brought  "the  total  imports  from  that  country  for  the  first  quarter  of 
the  1935-36  season  to  over  100,000,000  pounds.    During  the  comparable  1931-32 
period,  imports  of  Danish  bacon  stood  at  over  221,000,000  pounds,  or  120 
percent  above ; the "1935-36  figure.    Danish  imports  for  the  current  season  to 
December  31  represented  55  percent  of  the  total  as  against  68  percent  in  the 
first  quarter  of  1931-32.     Imports  from  the  Netherlands  have  been  almost  as 
sharply  reduced  during  the  last  few  years  as  have  those  from  Denmark.  At 
a  little  less  than  13,000,000  pounds  for  the  current  season  to  the  end  of 
December  31,  1935,  they  represented  a  reduction  from  comparable  imports  of 
1932-33,-  the  high  point  for  Dutch  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom,  of  70 
percent.     Imports  of  bacon  from  other  foreign  sources  amounted  to  a  little 
over  45,000,000  pounds  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  1935-36  season.  This 
represents  a  reduction  of  57  percent  from  comparable  imports  of  the  1932-33 
season. 

Bacon  imports  from  Canada  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  current  season 
were  about  1,200,000  pounds  less  than  those  for  the  first  quarter  of  1934-35, 
but  were  still  over  2^,650,000  pounds  above  the  1933-34  imports.     Imports  from 
the  Irish  Free  State  this  season  are  well  above  those  of  last  season,  represent- 
ing for  the  period  October-December  1935  an  increase  of  13 -percent  over  the 
imports  for  the  first  quarter  of  1934-35.     Imports  of  bacon  from  the  United 
States  remain  unimportant,  amounting  for  the  first  3  months  of  the  current 
season  to  600,000 -pounds  as  against  1,225,000  pounds  for  the  first  3 
months  of  the  1934-35  season  and  on  average  for  comparable  months  of  1909-10 
to  1913-14  of  44,343,000  pounds. 

'Total  bacon  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  from  all  sources  reached 
only  183,700,000  pounds  for  the  period  October-December  1935,  as  against 
over  200,000,000  pounds  the  first  quarter  of  last  season  and  over  324,000,000 
pounds  during  the  comparable  1931-32  period.     The  1955-36  figures  represent 
a  reduction  of  43  percent  from  the  high  point  reached  in  1931-32. 

The  qaota  system  has  now  been  in  operation  for  a  full  3  years.  A 
review  of  bacon  imports  during  this  time  shows  a  progressive  decline  from 
the  1933  calendar-year  high  of  1,017,448,000  pounds.    Imports  from  all 
sources  for  the  calendar  year  1934  amounted  to  but  851,005,000  pounds, 
representing  a  reduction  of  16  percent.     The  reduction  in  allowed  imports 
from  non-Empire  countries  amounted  to  24  percent.    Empire  countries,  how- 
ever, not  only  were  not  required  to  cut  down  their  shipments,  but  were 
allowed  to  increase  them,  the  result  being  an  advance  of  18  percent  over 
shipments  of  the  previous  year. 

Quota  reductions,  and  conseqaent  import  reductions,  in  1935  were 
less  drastic  than  they  had  been  during  1934.    Imports  from  all  sources 
reached  775,673,000  pounds  for  the  year,  amounting  to  91  percent  of  the 
comparable  figures  for  1934.    British  Empire  countries  continued  to  increase 
their  share  in  the  total,  but  at  a  less  rapid  rate.     In  1935  such  imports 
amounted  to  154,318,000  pounds,  20  percent" of  the  total,  against  141,461,000 
pounds,  17  percent  of  the  total  in  1934,  and  only  79,673,000  pounds,  8  per- 
cent in  1933. 
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The  January  average  price  of  American  short  cut  green  hams  stood  at 
$19.23  per  100  pounds,  which  represented  a  continuation  of  the  decline 
in  evidence  since  July  1935  and  was  over  $1.00  below  the  January  1935 
average.  ,  ■. 

Ham  imports  from  the  United  States  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  cur- 
rent season  reached  9,422,000  pounds.     This  amount  was  equal  to  but  90  per- 
cent of  the  United  States  imports  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  1933-34 
period  and  but  45  percent  of  the  comparable  1929-30  imports.     Total  ham 
imports  for  the  October-December  period  were  about  9,000  pounds  above 
comparable  imports  of  the  1934-35  season,   though  they  represented  a  26-per- 
cent decline  from  imports  of  the  same  period  in  1931-32.     Sharply  increased 
imports  from  the  Empire  countries,  especially  from  Canada,  accoun-t  for  the 
slight  increase  in  ham  imports  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  season  over 
those  of  the  same  period  a  year  earlier. 

Ham  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  from  all  sources  have  declined 
at  about  the  same  rate  as  have  bacon  imports  since  the  inauguration  of  the 
quota,  system.    The  1935  ham  imports  amounted  to  75,799,000  pounds  or  93 
percent  of  the  1934  total.      During  this  period  the  Empire  countries  not 
only  increased  their  share  in  the  total  imports  but  also  in  the  actual 
amount  imported;     therefore,  the  reduction  in  ham  imports  from  foreign 
sources  was  13  percent.     The  1934  total  of  81,567,000  pounds  from  all 
sources  represented  a  decline  of  16  percent  from  the  1933  figures.  The 
share  of  total  ham  imports  furnished  by  Empire  countries,  however,  was 
not  reduced  correspondingly.    The  reduction  in  imports  from  foreign  sources 
caused  by  the  enforced  limitation  of  imports  under  the  quota  system  was 
nearly  21  percent. 

Refined  lard  quotations  on  the  British  market  for  the  month  of  Janua. 
averaged  only  $13.48  per  100  pounds.     This  figure  is  $1.58  below  the 
December  average  and  the  lowest  since  last  May.    The  January  price,  however 
was  50  cents  higher  than  the  January  1935  price. 

Imports  of  lord  from  the  United  States  for  the  current  season  to 
December  31  amounted  to  only  9,000,000  pounds,  a  reductioi  from  comparable 
1934-35  figures  of  84  percent.     Total  imports  for  the  first  quarter,  of 
the  current  season  at  a  little  less  than  35,000,000  pounds  were  48 
percent  less  than  the  October-December  1934  imports.    Lard  imports  into 
the  United  Kingdom  for  the  calendar  year  1935  at  less  than  172,000,000 
pounds  were  the  smallest  in  many  years,  monthly  imports  throughout  the 
entire  year  being  about  one-half  the  size  of  average  imports  during 
comparable  months  of  the  5  previous  years.     The  unusually  small  monthly 
receipts  of  lard  were  due  almost  entirely  to  the  shortage  of  American 
supplies  available  for  export. 

Supplies  of  British  and  Irish  fresh  pork  at  London  Central-  Markets 
during  December  were  over  1,200,000  pounds  above  comparable  1934  figures. 
The  total  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  1935-36  season  at  28,300,000  pounds 
stood  17  percent  above  those  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  1934-35  season. 
The  requirements  of  the  fresh  pork  market  continue  to  hinder  the  program 
for  placing  hogs  under  contract  to  bacon  curers.     The  frozen  pork  quota 
for  the  United  States  during  the  first  quarter  of  1936  has  been  set  at 
4,584,000  pounds,  of  which  about  258,000  pounds  may  be  used  for  curing  in 
the  United  Kingdom. 
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United  Kingdom:.    Arrivals  of  Wiltshire  sides  in  C-reat  Britain 
from  continental  countries,  "by  weeks,  1934-35  and 
193-5-36  1/ 
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3 ,622 

25  . . . . : 

32, 759 

17,028 

1 

,154 

1,806 

2,791 

1,795 

4, 006 

Nov.  1  . . . . : 

33,482 

17,423 

1 

,262 

1,857 

3,076 

2,089 

5,175 

8  . . . . : 

31,766 

16,504 

1 

,200 

2,231 

2,327 

1 , 925 

6 ,  od8 

Id  . . . . : 

32 , 221 

17,368 

1 

,328 

2,276 

2,639 

1,568 

f*       A  1  A 

o  ,-14 

. . . . : 

31 ,2o5 

16,327 

1 

,371 

2,229 

2,024 

1,673 

6 ,  ocU 

on     .  - 

tZ\)  • . . . : 

31 , 095 

15, 927 

1 

,445 

3,116 

2,529 

1,  803 

6,  509 

Dec.  o  . . . . : 

31 , 321 

16,187 

1 

,441 

3,024 

2,167 

1 ,  975 

o,2C  2 

13  . . . . : 

33,283 

17 , 505 

1 

,430 

2,660 

2,740 

1,688 

5,296 

20  . . . . : 

37 , 590 

19,096 

1 

3,320 

2, 628 

1,840 

6,586 

d(  . . . . : 

26 , 543 

13,189 

710 

1,784 

2,308 

2,382 

4,335 

Jan.  3  . . . . : 

29, 554 

14,916 

1 

,386 

1,599 

2,216 

6,024 

o'J ,  ±  (-~ 

15,650 

1 

,153 

1,745 

2,866 

2  ,Dbo 

a     Q'Z  Q 

17 

31,790 

15,929 

1 

,429 

1,929 

2,210 

2,075 

7  234 

24  : 

31,944 

16,022 

X 

,288 

1,754 

2,582 

2,450 

6.730 

Totals  to  : 

date:        , : 

1935-36  : 

547 , 834 

281,649 

21 

,942 

3  5,850 

45,502 

30,182 

92 , 857 

1934-35  ..: 

591,806 

310,846 

28 

,280 

40,699 

-^4,778 

24,174 

115,101 

Transmitted  by  the  London,  England,  office  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service. 
%J  London  Provision  Exchange.     Sides  are  packed  4  or  6  to  the  "bale,  according 
to  weight  of  sides.     The  most  popular  "bale  is  that  carrying  4  sides  with  the 
total  weight  ranging  220-260  pounds. 


HP-75  -  16. 


United  Kingdom:     Total  bacon  imports,  lay  months,  1928-29  to  1935-36 


Month 

:  192.8-29 

:  : 

:  1929-30: 

•  • 

*  • 

1930-31 

:  1931-32 

:  1932-33 

'  1 

: 1933-34 

:  1934-35 

:  1935-36 

:  1,000 

1 , 000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

:  pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

Oct. 

!  82,378 

72,402 

95,809 

109,051 

114,310 

'  83,272 

65,537 

58,170 

Nov. 

:  79,297 

74,868 

86,316 

105,372 

114,458 

81,117 

66,325 

61,147 

Tec. 

•  76,771 

85,603 

112,267 

109,857 

92,817 

66, 612 

68,370 

64,374 

Jan. 

88,092 

74,801' 

95,273 

101,159 

96 , 602 

72,309 

70,773 

Feb.  : 

68,612 

73,721 

99,545 

112,538 

78,231 

68,345 

60,415 

Mar.     ' : 

68,923 

84,633 

93,406 

125,818 

72,271 

62,878 

Apr.  : 

73,125 

75,096 

99,464 

108,150 

85,173 

75,675 

66,651 

May  : 

87 , 845 

84,615 

108,156 

89,052 

92,804 

79,089 

67,156 

Juno  ; 

<  l  ,  o  y-i 

83,277 

109,080 

111,194 

91 , 029 

70,351 

62,070 

July  : 

80,360 

85,457 

105,507 

102,004 

87,203 

76,298 

58,519 

Aug.  : 

82,290 

84,758 

106 , 567 

104,395 

83,351 

70,528 

69,308 

Sept.  : 

73,505 

88,206 

105,978 

101,571 

83 , 069 

64,943 

64,237 

Total  : 

933,093 

967,435  1 

,217,548 

1,280,161 

1,114,209 

880,810 

792,239 

Foreign  Agriculture!  Service  Division.  Compiled  from  Trade  and  Navigation 
of  the  United  Kingdom. 


United  Kingdom:     Total  ham  imports,  by  mouths,  1928-29  to  1935-36 


Mon  th 

:  1928-29  : 

• 

1929-30  : 

• 
* 

1930-31  ; 

1931-32  : 

1932-33  : 

1933-34  : 

* 
• 

1934-35  : 

• 

1935-36 

:  1,000 

1,000 

1 , 000 

1 , 000 

1,000 

1 , 000 

1 , 000 

1,000 

:  pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

Oct. 

:  6,484 

8,105 

5,792 

7,217 

7,497 

6,992 

5,419 

4,797 

Nov. 

:  6,782 

8,125 

5,755 

7 , 550 

7,998 

7,932 

5,887 

5,074 

Dec. 

5  7,339 

95347 

10,111 

8.596 

6,578 

6,155 

5,951 

7,395 

Jan. 

:  8,788 

7,920 

7,101 

4S602 

7,100 

4,743 

5,012- 

Feb. 

I  8,232 

7,989 

6,507 

5,146 

5,555 

4,233 

5,223  ■ 

Mar*  : 

:  6,828 

8,601 

5,337 

6,530 

5,961 

7,288 

5,623 ■ 

Apr. 

8,981 

9,539 

7 , 597 

5,764 

7 , 874 

7,542 

7,119 

May  : 

14,136 

12,298 

9,204 

9,664 

10,737 

7,234 

7,378  • 

June  : 

10,499 

10, 983 

9,773 

8,466 

9^207 

7,021 

8,408  • 

July  : 

12 , 042 

14.391 

11,165 

11,661 

13,568 

11,984 

8,586 

Aug.  : 

12,073 

12,024 

7,429 

9 , 091 

8,489 

9,357 

6,072 

Sept.  : 

8,073 

7,236 

5,61.3 

6,978 

9,267 

4,962 

.5,219 

Tot o,l  : 

110,257 

116,558 

91 , 334 

91,265 

99,852 

85 , 443 

75,897 

 . — _ 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Division.  Compiled  from  Trade  and  Navigation 
of  the  United  Kingdom. 
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United  Kingdom:     Total  lard  imports,  by  months,  1928-29  to  1935-36 


Month 


Total 


1928-29 


1929-30 


1930-31 


1931-32 


1932-33  : 1933-34 


1934-35 


1935-36 


1,000        1,000        1,000  1,000 


1,000 


1 , 000        1 , 000        1 , 000 


pounds      pounds      pounds      pounds      pounds      pounds      pounds  pounds 


18,079 
21,551 
17,480 
35,923 
29,752 
22,234 
21,612 
26,479 
20,498 
25,977 
21,204 
16,899 


21 , 844 
24,004 
27,160 
27,559 
25,187 
24, 810 
18,218 
20,772 
21,078 
31,801 
20,438 
12,976 


22,897 
27,751 
27,270 
21,459 
32,576 
26,608 
25,276 
23,771 
27,586 
28,538 
25,001 
17,022 


17,329 
19,234 
•21,276 
28,188 
37,323 
31,248 
11,805 
20,565 
25,890 
22,221 
16, -±77 
18,556 


19,799 
21,305 
17,658 
24,381 
31,490 
31,269 
22,788 
24,305 
25,026 
28,673 
31 , 403 
29,484 


25,407 
23,301 
25,855 
34,945 
26,975 
23,568 
22,984 
34,335 
39,695 
22 , 564 
24,151 
19,200 


26,932 
22,582 
17,365 
15,651 
16,921 
19,725 
14,508 
16,009 
13,628 
16,374 
15,526 
9,065 


12,161 
12,700 
10,096 


277,686    275,847     305,755    270,112    307,581    322,980  204,284 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Division.  Compiled  from  Trade  and  Navigation 
of  the  United  Kingdom. 


United  Kingdom:    Bacon  imports  from  Denmark,  "by  months,  1928-29  to 

1935-36 


Month 

11928-29  : 

1929-30  : 

1930-51  : 

1931-32  : 

1932-33  : 

1933-34  : 

1934-35  : 

1935-36 

:  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

:  pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

nounds 

nounds 

pounds 

pounds 

Oct. 

:  50,703 

47,486 

70,906 

71,154 

75,730 

47,545 

37,337 

34, 40; 

Nov.  : 

48,063 

48,525 

61,433 

72,521 

70,445 

44,588 

36,158 

30,79 

"Dec.  ; 

:  45,580 

53,490 

81,294 

77,467 

59,332 

37,159 

37,776 

34,  9i; 

J  an. 

:  48,717 

48 , 406 

66,819 

73,317 

57,307 

40,106 

36,366 

Feb.  ; 

41 , 508 

44,439 

67,246 

75,213 

50,495 

34,684 

31 , 342 

Mar.  ; 

41,985 

51,870 

65,505 

88,046 

59,092 

40,128 

35,824 

Apr.  ; 

44,031 

46,204 

63,224 

76 , 032 

51,023 

41,534 

35,931 

May  : 

46,758 

56,206 

67,190 

48,717 

59,195 

43,595 

36,996 

June  : 

41,886 

54, 456 

66,161 

82,653 

55,517 

41 , 006 

34,020 

July  ; 

46,570 

55,213 

68,704 

72,174 

53,125 

45,676 

38,482 

Aug.  : 

48,121 

55,056 

68,094 

70,019 

53,152 

43,503 

40,379 

Sept.  : 

48,350 

59,751 

67,893 

67,587 

46,558 

37 . 384 

38,130 

Total  : 

552,272 

621,112 

814,469 

874,900 

692,971 

496,908 

440,241 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Division.  Compiled  from  Trade  and  Navigation 
of  the  United  Kingdom. 
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Countries  Important  in  SrUjgh  Market  Supplies 

Denmark. -The  continued  increase  in  hog  production  indicated  for 
Denmark  by:  the  November  1935  census  was  checked  in  later  weeks,  according 
to  the  December  figures  reported  by  Mr.  Reed.    Numbers  of  bred  sows  in 
December  were  considerably  in  excess  of  the  comparable  1934  figures,  but 
the  percentage  increase  over  October  figures  was  smaller  in  1935  than  in 
1934.    Most  of  the  increase  in  total  numbers  found  in  the  December  1935 
returns  occurred  among  slaughter  hogs  as  a  result  of  the  increased  breeding 
operations  in  evidence  throughout  1935. 

Numbers  of  hogs  weighing  77  pounds  or  more  on  November  16  and 
December  28,  1935,  were  smaller  than  on  December  1,  1934,  but  numbers  of 
nogs  under  77  pounds  were  about  15  percent  larger,   suggesting  materially 
increased  marketings  after  February  1936.     The  increased  number  of  bred 
sows,  which  was  the  highest  for  any  census  date  since  August  1933,  indi- 
cates that  the  heavy  marketings  will  continue  unless  the  hogs  are  taken 
out  through  control  measures.    Marketings,  which  ran  70,000  'to  80,000 
weekly  in  December,  are  expected  to  approximate  90,000  weekly  for  February. 
The  increase  was  to  be  expected  in  view  of  the  very  favorable  price  ratio 
prevailing  for  "card"  hogs  (those  intended  for  the  British  bacon  market) 
and  the  very  small  losses  experienced  on  hogs  without  cards. 

Authorities  have  moved  to  prevent  further  marked  increases  in  hogs 
by  manipulating  the  prices  paid  for  non-card  hogs.     From  mid-November  to 
January  1,  1936,  the  price  of  non-card  hogs  (those  not  intended  for  the 
British  bacon  market)  was  raised  from  70  ore  (7.16  cents)  to  95  ore  per 
kilo  (9«72  cents  per  pound),  dressed  weight,  a  price  which  brought  the 
pork-feed  ratio  for  non-card  hogs  almost  to  a  remunerative  level.  It 
was  hoped  that  hog  producers  would  take  advantage  of  that  price  and 
liquidate.     Early  in  December,  producers  were  warned  that  the  non-card 
hog  price  would  be  reduced  on  January  1.     Since  that  date,   the  non-card 
■price  has  been  79  ore  per  kilo  (8.08  cents  per  pound),  which  represents 
a  pork-feed  ratio  of  1:6.5.    A  ratio  of  1:8  is  needed  on  bacon-weight 
hogs  to  break  even.    Further  decreases  in  the  non-card  price,  and  other 
measures,  may  be  expected  if  future  censuses  indicate  that  production 
will  exceed  the  requirements  of  remunerative  outlets. 

Hogs  for  export  to  Germany  were  included  in  the  card  issues  for 
January  and  February.     The  card  issues  for  the  2  months  cover  about 
75,000  hogs  weekly.    Of  these,  52,000  will  be  sent  to  Great  Britain  as 
bacon;  5,000  will  gc  to  Germany,  largely  as  live  hogs;  and  8,000  will  be 
used  for  home  consumption.     Originally,  the  card  issues  covered  only  those 
hogs  going  to  Great  Britain.     Increased  exports  to  Germany  developed  shortly 
after  the  British  quota  was  reduced  late  in  1935.     The  new  business  proved 
helpful  in  marketing  the  increased  receipts  of  Danish  hogs.    About  44,500 
hogs  were  sent  to  Germany  in  1935,  more  than  40,000  of  which  were  exported 
in  November  and  December.    Hogs  destined  for  Germany  have  been  fed  to  much 
heavier  weights  than  those  marketed  as  bacon  hogs. 


Total  exports  of  hogs  in  1935  reached  54,000  head  against  57,000 
exported  in  1934.     The  1935  total  for  bacon,  at  440,200,000  pounds,  was  11 
percent  "below  the  1934  total,  largely  as  a  result  of  the  British  import 
restriction  policy.    Exports  of  lard  in  1935  were  about  15  percent  larger 
than  the  1954  figures  and  reached  27-, 000, 000 -pounds.    Most  of  the  increase 
in  recent  months  represented  trade  with  Germany.    Denmark,  however,  -has 
been  unable  to  fill  completely  the  lard  quotas  granted  by  Germany  under 
the  compensation  agreement. 

Denmark:     Number  of  hogs  from  July  15,  1933  tr  date 


Boars 


Brood  sows 


Other  hogs  (new  classification' 


:     4  : 

Not  : 

132  : 

77  to: 

Under  : 

Suck-  : 

Date 

:  months: 

In  : 

in  : 

Total: 

lbs.&  : 

132  : 

77  : 

ling  : 

Total 

:&  over: 

farrow: 

farrow: 

over  : 

lbs.: 

lbs.  : 

-pigs  : 

July  15,  1933 

:  25 

280 

164 

444 

827 

997 

1,068 

1,029 

4,390 

Oct.  14,  1933 

:  24 

244 

161" 

405' 

825 

951 

1,075 

916 

4,169 

Dec.  15,  1933 

:  23 

212 

150 

362 

740 

892 

974 

733 

3,724 

Jan.  lb,  1934 

:  21 

210 

141 

351 

669 

817 

890 

726 

3,474 

Mar.  1,  1934 

:  22 

237 

110 

347 

649 

743 

792 

631 

3,184 

Apr.  14,  1934' 

:  22 

238 

110 

348 

639 

694 

719 

659 

3,081 

June  1,  1934 

:  22 

284 

115 

363 

595 

664 

672 

711 

3,027 

July  15,  1934  ; 

21 

231 

124 

355 

523 

647 

737 

774 

3,057 

Oct.  15,  1934 

:  20 

216 

117 

333 

590 

711 

734 

720 

3,108 

Dec.  1,  1934  : 

20 

238 

106 

344 

621 

646 

745 

653 

3,029 

Jan.  15,  1935 

19 

253 

105' 

358 

451 

667 

762 

668 

2,925 

Mar.  1,  1935  : 

20 

255 

114 

369 

508 

637 

738 

695 

2,967 

Apr.  13,  1935 

:  20 

241 

132 

373 

463 

629 

740 

813 

3,038. 

May  25,  1935  \ 

20 

•  255 

125 

380 

500 

635 

797 

724 

3,056 

June  20,  1935  . 

3,056 

July  16,  1935  : 

20 

275 

114 

389 

456 

729 

761 

760 

3,025 

Aug.  24,  1935  : 

21 

259 

124 

383 

545 

693 

742 

782 

3,166 

Oct.  5,  1935  : 

21 

264 

141 

405 

534 

683 

••  792 

860 

3,295 

Nov.  16,  1935  . 

21 

278 

132 

410 

565 

674 

882 

766 

3,318 

Dec.  28,  1935  : 

21 

278 

127. 

405 

450 

723 

885 

732 

3,216 

Division  of  Statistical  and  Historical' Research.     Compiled  from  Statistiske 
Ef terretninger  published  by  the  Statistical  Department  of  Denmark,  and  reports 
from  Agricultural  Commissioner,  K.  E/ Seed,  United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
cul ture • 
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Netherlands.-  Further  indications  of  an  upturn  in  Netherlands 
hog  numbers  appeared  in  the  November  1935  census  returns.     The  1935  upward 
trend  was  the  reverse  of  the  1934  movement.    Numbers  in  November  1935, 
at  1,669,000  head,  were  still  slightly  under  the  figures  for  a  year  earlier. 
The  1935  distribution  by  classes,  however,  was  favorable  for  additional 
increases,  there  being -more  brood  sows  and  young  pigs  on  hand  than  a  year 
earlier.     There  is  little  likelihood  of  hog  numbers  rising  beyond  the 
level  desired  by  the  control  authorities.     The  earmarking  of  hogs  to  be 
matured  is  still  in  practice,  as  are  also  price-rcontrol  measures.     So  far, 
the  Dutch  control  plan  has  not  resulted  in  the  most  desirable  distribution 
of  supplies  on  a  seasonal  basis,  but  the  system  appears  to  include 
machinery  for  improving  that  situation. 

The  shortage  of  hogs  experienced  in  the  summer  of  1935  appears^  to 
have  been  overcome.     The  purchase. of  earmarks  by  producers  increased  in^ 
the  last  quarter  of  the  year  as  increased  breeding  operations  became  evident. 
By  December  28,  1,993,000  earmarks  of  the  total. of  2,321,000  allotted  for 
1935  had  been  taken; up.     The  remaining  1934 .-marks  were  available  in  1936 
up  to  February  1.     The  issue  for  1936  has  been  set  at  2,250,000  against 
2,321,000.  in  1935,  2,520,000  in  1934,  and  3,600,000  in  the  period  October 
1932  to  December.  31,  1933. 

The  indicated  increased  production  has  resulted  in  increased  market- 
ings.   Weekly  offers  to  the  hog  Central e  now  average  about  45,000,  compared 
with  the  very  low  offers  of  around  10,000  weekly  in  late  September  1935, 
Some  increase  in  export  slaughter  appears  to  have  developed  in  the  last  half 
of  1935,  but  the  total  for  the  year  will  be  smaller  than  that  of  1934. 
Bacon  exports  were  well  maintained  in  1935,  csnsidering  the  hog  shortage  and 
the  reductions  in  the  British  import  quotas.    Exports  of  other  processed 
pork  and  of  live  hogs  have  been  of  little  importance. 

Netherlands  hog  and  pork  prices  in  October  stood  at  the  highest 
level  reached  for  several  years,    October  was  the  month  in  which  the  hog 
shortage  was  the  most  acute.    The  control  agency  has  the  power  to  fix 
prices  for  export  bacon  hogs,  without  regard  to  the  open  market  price  level. 
Since  September  1935,  however,  the  control  authorities  have  been  following 
open  market  prices  in  fixing  export-hog  prices. 

Cattle  supplies  and  the  output  of  dairy  products  continue  to  present 
a  problem  to  the  Netherlands  authorities.     Government  slaughter  of  cattle 
during  recent  winters  apparently  has  not  reduced  numbers  to  a  satisfactory 
level.     The  June  1935  census  showed  that  cattle  numbers  still  were  11.5 
percent  larger  than  in  1930.     Plans  to .reduce  milk  allowances  to  dairymen 
have  appeared  unworkable,  and  proposals  have  been  considered  for  the 
removal  of  another  100,000  head  of  dairy  cows  through  government  slaughter. 
No  decision  had  been  reached  by  mid-January. 
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Netherlands:     Official  estimates  of  number  of  hogs,  by  classes, 
'  specified  dates 


:  Sows 

Pigs 

Hogs  up 

nogs  lOri 

:  Hogs 

Total 

Date 

in 

under 

.    to  l0£  . 

:      XO  d\J\J 

:  over  220 

hogs  incl. 

:  farrov/ 

6  weeks 

pounds 

pounds : 

:  pounds 

boars 

:  Thousands 

Thousands 
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Division  of  Statistical  and  Historical  Research.    Compiled  from  Verslag  oven  den 
Landbouw  in  Nederland  1928  -  Commercial  Attache'  J.  F.  Van  Wickel,  January  16, 
1931,  and  International  Institute  of  Agriculture  Bulletin  March,  1933.  Later 
estimates  from  Agricultural  Commissioner  H.  E.  Reed  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural 
Service. 

1/  Unofficial  estimates  based  on  percentage  change  from  .June  1930  numbers  as 
furnished  by  Berlin  office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  and  Commercial  Attache 
Van  Wickel. 

2/  Estimates  of  Varkonscentrale  -  not  strictly  comparable  with  any  other  estimate. 
The  number  for  September  1,  1932  adjusted  from  these  figures  is  officially 
estimated  at  2,600,000  compared  with  2,622,000  on  the  same  date  of  1930. 
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Poland. -Supplying  the  increased  German  import  requirements  late  in 
1935  was  the  outstanding  development  in  the  Polish  hog  situation,  Mr.  Reed 
reports.     Prom  mid-November  to  December  31,  weekly  exports  of  about  o,600 
hogs  or  carcasses  went  to  Germany  under  the  recently  negotiated  compensation 
agreement.     This  expanded  trade,  however,  had  little  if  any  stimulating 
effect  on  Polish  hog  prices  as  a  whole,  and  total  hog  exports  for  1935 
were  little,  if  any,  greater  than  in  1934  despite  the  heavier  movement  late 
in  the  year.     The  official  measures  taken  to  aid  the  marketing  of  hogs 
from  eastern  Poland  assisted  that' region  materially.     In  western  Poland, 
where  little  or  no  aid  was  given,  there  were  indications  of  a  surplus  of 
hogs  at  the  year-end.    Despite  these  inequalities,  however,  hog  prices  at 
leading  markets  late  in  1935  were  at  least  50  percent  above  comparable 
1934  prices.     The  high  point  of  the  year  was  reached  in  October,  but  some 
decline  resulted  from  lower  British  bacon  prices  and  a  weak  domestic  market., 

Slaughter  at  the  principal  municipal  abattoirs  was  much  larger  in 
the  first  9  months  of  1935  than  in  the  same  period  of  1934.  Indications 
are,  however,  that  killings  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  were  con- 
siderably reduced.     Such  a  development  was  anticipated  owing  to  the  decline 
in  hog  numbers  during  1935,  the  increase  in  exports,  and  the  unfavorable 
economic  position  of  Polish  consumers.    Further  declines  in  the  low  Polish 
per  capita  consumption  of  pork  are  expected.     The  1935  increase  in  exports 
resulted  in  a  January-November  advance  over  1934  of  56  percent  in  exports 
of  fresh  pork  to  4,630,000  pounds  and  of  240  percent  in  ham  to  10,800,000 
pounds.    Exports  of  bacon  were  12  percent  smaller  than  in  the  1934  period, 
totaling  about  42,000,000  pounds.     The  increased  exports  of  pork,  ham, 
and  lard,  however,  were  not  large  enough  to  offset  the  decline  for  the 
period  indicated  in  exports  of  hogs  and  in  exports  of  bacon  to  Great 
Britain.    A  large  part  of  the  ham  exports  was  tinned  ham  destined  for  the 
United  States. 

Sweden  ani  Norway.-  Reduced  hog  slaughter,  smaller  exports  of  bacon 
■and  lard,  and  increased  imports  of  fat  sides  were  the  features  of  Sweden' s 
pork  trade  in  1935.     Swedish  hog  numbers  have  declined  in  response^to  the 
British  restrictions  cn  imports  of  cured  pork.     In  the  October  193a  hog 
census,  total  numbers  were  11.6  percent  under  comparable  1934  figures. 
Declines  were  especially  marked  in  young  animals,  indicating  reduced 
marketings  and  slaughter  in  the  first  half  of  1936.     Smaller  numbers  of 
sows  suggest  a  reduced  slaughter  in  the  last  half  of  the  current  year. 
Slaughter  in  the  first  11  months  of  1935  reached  856,000  head  against 
921,000  in  the  comparable  1934  period.     Swedish  butter  production  also  is 
now  smaller  than  a  year  ago.    Exports  declined  in  1935.     Improved  butter 
prices  have  resulted  in  cuts  of  33.3  percent  and  22.2  percent,  respectively, 
in  the  excise  tax  and  import  duty  on  margarine  for  the  first  half  of  1936. 

In  Norway,  the  October  1935  hog  census  indicated  total  numbers  well 
below  those  of  a  year  earlier.    The  seasonal  tendency  to  increase  hog 
numbers  in  the  last  half  of  the  year,  however,  apparently  was  stronger  in 
1935  than  in  1934.    The  October  1935  total  for  eight  important  hog-producing 
provinces  reached  460,000  head  against  560,000  head  a  year  earlier,  &  de- 
cline of  13.1  percent.    There  Was  only  a  slight  decline  among  young  pigs, 
and  bred  sows  were  only  5.3  percent  under  1935  figures.     The  more  marked 
cut  in  slaughter  hogs,  however,  indicates  a  further  reduction  in  marketings 
for  early  1936. 
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Baltic  States.-  Reductions  in  the  British  import  quotas  and  loss  of 
German  trade  have  reacted  unfavorably  upon  the  Lithuanian  hog  industry, 
Mr.  Reed  reports.     The  census  returns,  however,  show  that  country  has  not 
had  to  make  as  relatively  drastic  reductions  in  hog  numbers  as  have  more 
important  producing  countries,  such  as  Denmark  and  Netherlands.    June  hog 
numbers  for  1935  stood  at  1,258,000  head  against  1,288,000  head  a  ye.ar 
earlier.    Bacon  exports  in  1935  were  reduced  by  about  35  percent,  but 
exports  of  lard  and  live  hogs  increased.    Hog  exports  were  more  than  double 
the  1934  figures,  with  Russia  as  the  leading  buyer.     Most  of  the  additional 
lard  exports  went  to  Great  Britain,  especially  during  the  second  half  of 
the  year,  rather  than  to  Germany,  the  usual  chief  outlet.     Some  additional 
pork  also  moved  to  Belgium. 

In  Latvia,  where  less  than  1,000,000  hogs  are  reported  annually,  the 
1935  figure  of  802,000  head  was  an  increase  of  more  than  14  percent  over 
1934  figures.    Exports  to  Germany  of  hogs  and  f attacks  also  increased. 

Central  European  Importing  Countries 

Germany.-  The  fixed  price  of  heavy  hogs  at  Berlin  continued  during 
January  at  the  equivalent  of  $17.70  per  100  pounds,  Mr.  Reed  reports.  That 
figure  represented  an  advance  of  $1.13  over  the  January  1935  average.  By 
the  end  of  1935,  the  r eestablishment  of  price  differentials  for  hogs  of 
varying  weights  and  the  setting  of  180  pounds  as  a  minimum  slaughter  weight 
was  being  reflected  in  an  increased  average  slaughter  weight.    The  percentage 
of  hogs  falling  into  the  heavier  weight  classes  at  12  markets  also  has  shown 
a  marked  increase.    Those  groups  were  larger  in  November  than  at  any  time 
since  July  and  August  1934,  when  premiums  were  being  paid  for  excessively 
fat  and  heavy  ho^s  in  connection  with  the  neutral  lard  production  scheme. 

The  upturn  in  German  hog  slaughter  from  the  low  level  reached 
in  October  1935  resulted  in  a  December  figure  for  36  centers  of  253,000 
head.    That  figure,  while  still  well  under  the  usual  numbers  for  that  month, 
represented  a  gain  of  88  percent  over  October  levels.  Slaughter  at  36 
centers  for  the  last  4  months  of  1935,  at  705,000  head,  was  lower  than  any 
comparable  figure  since  1926. 

Increased  imports  of  live  hogg  and  somewhat  larger  supplies  of 
domestic  hogs  both  helped  to  improve  the  supply  situation.    Price  and 
marketing  regulations  have  been  reflected  in  a  better  distribution  of  the 
continued  relatively  small  supplies.    A  marked  scarcity  of  the  cheaper  cuts 
of  meat  has  developed,  however,  as  a  result  of  the  price-fixing  policy, 
since  there  has  been  a  tendency  to  divert  meat  and  fats  into  products  having 
free  prices.    New  regulations  have  been  adopted  in  an  effort  to  offset  this 
tendency,  and  additional  types  of  pork  and  its  preparations  have  been  put 
into  the  fixed-price  group.    Eor  some  of  the  higher-priced  cuts,  the  salable 
quantity  has  been  limited. 

German  hog  numbers  usually  decline  in  the  September-December  period. 
In  1935,  however,  total  numbers  increased  during  that  period,  the  December 
figure  being  only  1.93  percent  under  the  1934  total.    Additional  increases 
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were  indicated  by  a  12  percent  increase  over  December  1934  in  bred  sows,  and 
of  5.17  percent  in  young  pigs.     The  groups  from  which  most  of  the  slaughter 
hogs  will  come  in  the  next  few  months,  however,  were  5  percent  under  the 
1934  level.     Farmers  are  being  urged  to  feed  the  smaller  numbers  to  heavier 
weights  during  the  early  months  of  1936.     Home  slaughter  has  been  limited 
by  the  order  in  November  requiring  official  permission  to  kill  any  hog 
not  held  by  the  owner  for  at  least  3  months.     The  March  1936  census  is 
expected  to  show  an  increase  in  total  numbers  over  the  March  1935  census. 

The  apparent  future  increase  in  hog  numbers  is. focusing  attention 
on  available  supplies  of  feed.     The  larger  numbers  and  the  feeding  to 
weights  in  excess  of  180  pounds  suggest  the  possibility  of  feed  potato 
supplies  being  insufficient  to  meet  requirements  prior  to  the  coming  of 
the  new  crop.    Hog  feeding  already  has  become  unprofitable  in  some  regions 
despite  the  high  fixed  hog  prices,'  and  measures  have  been  taken  to  make 
available  grain  held  in  government  stocks. 


Germany: 

Number 

of  hogs, 

by  clas 

ses,  excluding  and  including 

■ 

the  Saar, 

on  December  1, 

1931-1935 

:  Young 

pigs 

:  6  months  to  1  year  : 

1  year  and  over 

8  weeks 

:  So- 

vs  : 

Total  : 

Sows  : 

Total  . 

Dec.  1 

:  Under  , 

to  6 

:     In  : 

excl. 

In      :  : 

excl. 

Total 

:     8  : 

months 

: farrow  : 

Total  : 

sows  &  : 

farrow  : Total  : 

sows  &  . 

hogs 

:  weeks  : 

:  (bred): 

boars  _: 

(bred):  : 

boars 

:  Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

: sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

sands  sands 

sands 

sands 

Excluding 

the  Saar 

1931  ... 

:  5,128 

10,484 

251 

494 

5,238 

870  1,458 

893 

23,808 

1932  ... 

:  4,834 

9,884 

259 

485 

5,278 

851  1,384 

884 

22,859 

1933  ... 

:  5,126 

10,353 

306 

549 

5,386 

923      1 , 465 

899 

23,89C 

1934  ... 

:  4,512 

10,052 

244 

452 

5,836 

823      1 , 329 

883 

23,170 

1935  l/.j 

4,741 

9,518 

313 

542 

5,550 

881  1,407 

802 

22,699 

Including 

the  Saar: 

1931  .... 

•  5,146 

10,539 

496 

5,261 

1 , 464 

896 

23,917 

1932 

4,  852 

9,936 

438 

5,298 

1,390 

887 

22,961 

1933 

5,153 

10,413 

552 

5,406 

  1 , 474 

902 

24,014 

1934  .... 

4,539 

10,117 

454 

5,858 

1 , 337 

886 

23,298 

1935 

4,762 

9,562 

314 

544 

5,575 

884  1,413 

805 

22,799 

Division  of  Statistical  and  Historical  Research.  Compiled  from  Deutscher  Heichs- 
anzeiger,  January  15,  1936. 

1/  Estimate    obtained  by  excluding  Saarland, 
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Compensation  and  clearing  agreements  with  Denmark,  Poland,  Hungary, 
YugoslaVia,  Estonia,  and  Latvia  have  permitted  the  supplementing  of  short 
domestic  pork  supplies  with  imported  hogs.    Fairly  large  imports  have  been 
arranged  for  the  early  months  of : 1936.     Later  in  the  year  the  dependence  on 
imports  should  decline  if- German  feed  supplies  prove  sufficient  to  fatten 
the  prospective  increased  numbers  of  slaughter  hogs.    Come  attention  is  being 
given,  however,  to  the  political  and  economic  advantages  of  accepting 
agricultural  products  from  Poland  and  Hungary  in  exchange  for  German  manu- 
factures.    In  feet,  more  Polish  hogs  would  now  be  reaching  Germany  if  Poland 
were  in  a' better  position  to  absorb  consumers*  goods. 

In  fats,  the  present  German  position  is  somewhat  improved  over  that 
of  late  1935.-   The  fat  supply  .situation,  however,  continues  much  more  scute, 
than  the  pork  situation  and  no  permanent  correction  of  the  difficulties  is 
in  prospect.     Reduced  domestic  hog  production,  depleted  storage  stocks  of  lard, 
greatly  reduced  lard  : imports ,  reduced  domestic  butter  production  arising  from 
short  protein  feed  supplies,-  and  curtailed  margarine  production  combined  at 
the  beginning  of  the  fourth  quarter  of  1935  to  create  a  serious  fat  prtblem. 

Efforts  to  increase  the  supplies  of  fat  have  included  larger  imports 
of  butter,  lard,  and  other  fats  through  compensation  agreements,  lowered 
tariffs,  reduced  equalization  fees,  increased  margarine  production,  and, 
where  possible,  forcing  milk  supplies  to  the  creameries  wherj  butter  output 
is  more  efficient  than  on  the  farms.    Wholesale  distribution  of  all  fat 
supplies  has  been  controlled  so  as  to  place  them  where  they  are  most  needed. 
The  retail  trade  has  be§n  rationing  customers. 

Imports  of  lard  and  butter  have  shewn  marked  increases  in  recent 
months,  but  there  has  been  little  if  any-  increase  in  the  imports  of  American 
lard.     Imports  from  the  United  St:tes  in  December  amounted  to  only  503,000 
pounds,  from  Hungary  3,415,000  pounds,  and  from  Denmark  1,817,000  pounds. 
Total  imports  for  the  month  reached  6,685,000  pounds.     In  December  1934  the 
United  States  supplied  ^12,000  pounds,  Hungary  2,817,000  pounds,  Denmark 
1,965,000  pounds.     The  total  was  6,639,000  pounds.    Despite  the  larger 
imports  late  in  1935,  however,  the  total  for  the  year,  91,190,000  pounds, 
was  still  24,324,000  pounds  under  the  1934  total. 

Compensation  agreements  with  Netherlands,  Hungary,  Dermark,  Austria, 
Yugoslavia,  Latvia,  and  Estonia  have  made  possible  the  large  imports  of 
lard  and  butter  which  have  been  received  in  exchange  for  German  goods.  The 
imports,  however,  have  not  been  sufficient  to  offset  the  decline  in  domestic 
production  and  lard  imports  are  still  fnr  below  the  monthly  imports  of  3  or 
4  years  ago.     The  larger  imorts  of  recent  months , -however ,  arc  expected  to 
continue  during  1936.    Plans  a  c  under  consideration  for  securing  more  lard 
from  overseas  countries  in  view  of  the  relatively  small  European  supplies. 
The  reduced  German  tariffs  on  fats  have  boon  extended  to  June  30,  1936. 

It  appears  that  little  improvement  in  the  f:t  situation  can  be  expected, 
from  domestic  butter  production.    The  domestic  cattle  industry,  already  handi- 
capped by  the  shortage  of  pr  tein  feeds,  appears  to  be  entering  a  period  of 
reduced  numbers.    About  3  years  will  be  repaired  to  restore  cattle  numbers  to 
the  level  prevailing  prior  to  the  1934  drought. 
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The  German  Institute  of  Business  Cycle  Research  has  published  esti- 
mates indicating  that  fat  consumption  in  Germany  in  1935  reached  Unusually 
low  levels  for  the  post-war  period.    Total  per  capita  fat  consumption  for 
1935  was  placed  by  the  Institute  at  20.6  kilograms  (12.8  pounds).  That 
figure  was  12  percent  less  than  that -for  1932,   though  not  materially  lower 
than  in  1934.    As  compared  with  the  average  for  the  years  1909-1913,  however, 
the  1935  figure  indicates  an  increase  of  27  percent.    The  reduction ''in  fat 
consumption  during  the  past  2  years  has  been  largely  the  result  of  import 
restrictions  on  lard,  butter,  end  fctbacks. 

Germany:     Consumption  of  fats  as  food, 
average  1928-1929,  annual  1932-1935 
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Institute  of  Business  Cycle  Research,  Berlin. 
1/  Estimated. 
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Austria . -  The  decline  in  Austrian  hog  production  in  1935  has  made 
Vienna,  the  leading  market,  more  dependent  upon  imported  pork  production, 
Mr.  Reed  reports.     Total  supplies,  however,  have  been  below  those  of  1934. 
Marketings  of  hogs  at  the  two  leading  Vienna  markets  for  the  first  11 
months  of  1935  reached  949,000  head,  of  which  395,000  head  were  imported. 
The  comparable  19  34  figures  were  1,085,000  and  316,000  head,  respectively. 
Despite  the  fact  that  Austria  has  a  considerable  cattle  surplus,  total  meat 
consumption  has  declined  since  there  has  been  no  material  increase  in  the 
use  of  beef. 

The  September  1935  production  tendency  census  indicated  a  drop  of 
26.3  percent  in  total  hog  numbers  below  the  comparable  1934  figures.  The 
September  1935  figures,  however,  showed  an  increase  of  6.7  percent  when 
compared  with  the  returns  of  last  June.     In  1934  the  June -September  gain 
amounted  to  only  5  percent.    Most  of  the  September  1935  decline  resulted 
from  smaller  numbers  of  f arrows,  young  pigs  and  slaughter  hogs.    A  tendency 
toward  increased  production  appears  in  the  10.5-percent  increase  in  the 
number  of  young  bred  sows,  and  in  the  fact  that  older  sows  declined  rela- 
tively less  than  did  total  numbers.    December  returns  are  not  jet  available, 
but  it  is  likely  that  production  programs  yvill  follow  the  policy  decisions 
of  the  authorities,     higher  hog  prices  than  last  year  now  prevail  in  Austria 
but  the  policy  during  1935  was  to  reduce  hog  numbers  to  the  point  Vvhere  they 
can  be  maintained  on  domestic  feeds. 

Numbers  of  slaughter  hogs  in  September  1935  were  9.7  percent  larger 
than  in  June,  but  17.9  percent  smaller  than  in  September  1934.     The  Septembe 
increase  was  reflected  in  the  Vienna  monthly  marketings  for  October  and 
November,  which  were  larger  than  in  the  preceding  4  months.    Marketings  of 
domestic  hogs  in  1936,  however,  are  expected  to  be  smaller  than  in  1955. 

While  Austria  is  rated  as  a  fat-deficit  country,  the  supply  situa- 
tion appears  to  have  been  less  acute  than  in  other  Central  European  deficit 
countries.    Fat  consumption  probably  has  declined  somewhat  as  prices  have 
advanced.     Butter  production,  however,  has  increased.     In  fact,  Austria 
has  a  butter  surplus  and  exported  both  butter  and  cheese  to  Germany  in  the 
fourth  quarter  of  1955.     The  butter  situation,   the  increased  imports  of 
fat  hogs,  and  the  steady  production  of  margarine  have  kept  fat  supplies 
close  to  current  requirements.     There  was  some  tendency  to  hoard  fat  as  a 
result  of  the  Italian  military  activities  of  last  autumn,  but  steps  were 
taken  at  once  to  lioeralize  the  imported  supplies  of  lard.     Some  special 
imports  were  made  by  the  Government,  and  the  import  duty  on  lard  was 
reduced  by  2/3  to  10  crowns  per  quintal  (1.6  cents  per  pound),  but  imports 
have  been  very  light  in  recent  months.     Butter  production  has  continued  to 
increase  and  the  price  of  margarine  has  been  reduced.     Fat  consumption  has 
declined  seasonally  since  January  1,  and  lard  imports  are  expected  to  con- 
tinue light  in  the  immediate  future, 

Czechoslovakia . -  The  reduced  supplies  of  domestic  hogs  in  Czecho- 
slovakia during  1935  resulted  in  imports  totaling  193,000  head  for  the 
year,  against  83,000  head  for  1934.    Much  of  the  increase  over  1954  oc- 
curred during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  according  to  unofficial  advices 
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covering  most  of  that  period.    Official  slaughter  figures  for  the  first  10 
months  of  1935  show  a  total  of  3,105,000  head  against  3,272,000  head  for 
the  corresponding  1934  period.     While  imports  were  not  great  enough  to 
bring  the  slaughter  up  to  the  1954  level,  the  heavier  weights  of  the  im- 
ported hogs  provided  19  35  supplies  of  pork  and  fat  practically  equal  to 
those  of  1954.     Total  production  of  hog  fat  in  the  first  10  months  of  19  55 
is  placed  at  96,702,000  pounds,  of  which  21,164,000  pounds  vere  from  imported 
hogs.     The  comparable  1954  figures  were  91,952,000  pounds  and  9,039,000 
pounds,  respectively. 

prices  of  domestic  hogs  around  January  1  were  about  50  percent  higher 
than  those  of  a  year  earlier.     Indications  are,  however,   that  in  spite  of 
the  higher  hog  prices,   the  high  grain  prices  and  the  policy  of  exchanging 
Czecho-industrial  goods  for  fat  hogs  and  fatbacks  will  permit  little  change 
in  domestic  hog  production.     The  Danube  Basin  countries,  notably  Hungary, 
continue  as  the  principal  source  of  fats  imported  by  Czechoslovakia.  At 
present  there  is  nothing  to  suggest  any  relaxation  of  Czechoslovakia's  efforts 
to  cultivate  the  Danubian  countries  as  a  source  of  fat  supplies. 

The  previously  reported  reductions  in  Czechoslovakia's  lard  tariff 
have  permitted  since  August  marked  increases  of  imports  of  lard  and  fatbacks. 
Hungary,  Yugoslavia,  and  the  Netherlands  have  been  the  principal  suppliers, 
and  the  reduced  duties  also  have  brought  an  increase  in  imports  of  American 
lard.     Imports  of  lard  and  fatbacks  for  1955  were  considerably  under  the 
1934  imports,  but  the  value  of  all  imported  fats  for  the  first  10  months 
exceeded  comparable  figures  for  1954.     The  lower  duty  on  lard,  at  120  crowns 
per  kilo  (2.26  cents  per  pound),  originally  intended  to  prevail  only  until 
January  1,  was  extended  to  February  9.    Fo  information  is  available  on  the 
rate  after  that  date.     Import  contingents  for  January  and  February  1936  were 
placed  at  2,64  6,000  pounds  of  lard  and  fatbaeks  monthly  compared  with 
4,850,000  pounds  for  December  1955.     Efforts  to  introduce  a  tax  upon  arti- 
ficial fats  have  not  yet  materialized. 

Danube  Basin 

The  intentions  of  Hungarian  farmers,  as  reported  on  October  1,  1955, 
indicate  that  about  55  percent  more  lard-type  hogs  will  be  finished  and 
marketed  during  the  first  quarter  of  1956  than  were  sold  during  the  same 
period  in  1955,  according  to  the  Belgrade  office  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural 
Service.     The  average  intended  finished  weight  of  fat  barrows  was  reported 
at  575  pounds  per  head  and  that  of  fat  sows  at  400  pounds.     Intended  market- 
ings of  meat- type  hogs  indicate  an  increase  of  9  percent  for  January -March 
1956  in  comparison  with  sales  of  finished  meat  hogs  during  the  first  5  months 
of  1955.     The  average  finished  weight  is  expected  to  be  about  285  pounds  per 
head  in  the  case  of  barrows  and  330  pounds  in  the  case  of  sows. 
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Hog  numbers:     By  types  on  reporting  farms, 
July  1  and  October  1,  1934,  1935 


Date  of  census 

Lard  type 

Meat  type 

Total 

:  Head 

Head 

Head 

:      44 , 259 
:  82,115 

8,876 
19,541 

53 , 135 
101,656 

Total  for  marketing 

January -March ,  1936 ... . 

.  126,374 

28,417 

154,791 

30,864 
63,864 

8,090 
17,675 

38,954 
81,739 

Total  marketed 

94 , 728 

25 ,965 

120  y  o  S 

Percentage  January -1  larch  ; 
1936  is  of  January-  : 

133 

109 

128 

Source:    Magyar  Statisztikai  Szemle . 


According  to  preliminary  data,  about  63,682,000  pounds  of  lard 
were  exported  from  Danube  Basin  countries  during  the  1935  calendar  year. 
This  is  the  largest  annual  lard  export  from  the  Easin  since  the  w'orld  War, 
and  compares  with  about  40,565,000  pounds  exported  in  1926,   the  second 
largest  post-war  export,  with  33,069,000  pounds  exported  in  1954,  and  with 
13,889,000  pounds,  the  5-;  ear  average  for  1929-1933.    Of  the  1935  lard  ex- 
port total  Hungary  supplied  53,203,000  pounds,  or  approximately  84  percent, 
most  of  the  remainder  being  of  Yugoslav  origin.     The  principal  importing 
countries  in  19  35  ?/ere  Germany  and  Czechoslovakia,  but  some  Hungarian  lard 
was  also  chipped  to  England.     Large  exports  in  1955  were  made  possible 
primarily  as  a  result  of  reduced  American  competition,  combined  with  the 
negotiation  of  barter  agreements. 

Present  negotiations  between  Hungary  and  Germany,  as  well  as  the 
probability  of  continued  large  arrivals  of  finished  lard -type  hogs  at 
markets  during  Janua ry -March  1956 ,  indicate  that  lard  exports  during  the 
first  quarter  of  1936  will  continue  large,  although  probably  smaller  than 
p  re  -Chri  s  tma  s  sh  ipi aen t  s  . 
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Lard:    exports  from  Danube  Basin  countries 
1935  With  comparisons 


Year  and  month 


1935 

January -Sept ember , 

October ......... 

November  

December ....... 


0  ctober-December , 

1935  total  , 

1934  total  , 

1929-1933  average., 


:  Bulgaria  : 

Hungary  : 

Rumania 

Yugo -  \ 

O  "1    Q  17  1  Q 

uld.  V  ±ci 

Total 

:  l» 

000 

1,000 

,000 

1,000 

1,000 

:  •  pounds 

pounds  . 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

22  

40,483' 

1/ 

24 

6,240 

46,769 

:  1/ 

~~0 

4,657 

1/ 

0 

1,242 

5,899 

:  V 

0' 

4,149 

1/ 

0 

1,518 

5,667 

:  1/ 

0 

3,914 

1/ 

1,433 

5,347 

0 

12, 7 SO 

0 

4,195 

16,913 

c  m    on  r< 

24 

DO  ,  DOiC 

0 

29,762 

0 

3,307 

33,069 

0 

11 , 244 

220 

2,425 

13,889 

Agricultura 1 

Service . 

1/    .approximation . 


Preliminary  data  show  that  about  544,787  hogs  were  exported  from  the 
Danube  Basin  during  the  1935  calendar  year,  as  compared  with  about  345,000 
head  exported  during  1954  and  with  550,000  head  as  the  5-;  ear  average-  1929-19 


Live  hogs:     Exports  from  Danube  Basin  countries, 
1955  with  comparisons 


Year  and  month 

Bulgaria  :  Hungary  :  Rumania   :    "^US°       .  Total 

_  slovia 

1935 

Head           Head           Head           Head  Head 

531      129,032        86,118      151,220  366,901 

17^161       1T,"219   •  ~26 , 662  63,062 
1/            0        17,715        17,664        20,972  56,351 
1/            0        19,219  2/  19,254  1/  20,000  1/  58,473 

October-December ..... 
1934  total   

0         54,115         56,137         67,634  177,886 

531       183,147       142,255       218,854  544,787 

2,000       126,000        76,000      141,000  345,000 

1,000      181,000      122,000      246,000  550,000 

Belgrade  office,  Foreign  agr  icul  tural  Service. 


1/    approximation.     2/  Preliminary. 
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Although  under  the  5-year  average,  1935  live-hog  exports  show  a  con- 
siderable advance  over  those  of  1934  on  account  of  a.  decrease  in  Central 
European  hog  numbers  in  1935,  combined  with  the  same  factors  which  caused 
lard  exports 'to  increase.    The  existence  of  extra-quotas  and  unused  quota- 
residues  transferred  to  1936,   coupled  with  Hungarian  farmers'  reported 
intentions  to  market  large  numbers  of  finished  lard-type  hogs  during  March 
1936,  indicates  a  continuation  of  live-hog  exports  from  the  Danube  Basin  on 
a  relatively  large  scale  during  the  first  quarter. of  1956.    Austria  and 
Czechoslovakia  remained  the  principal  markets  for  Danubian  live  hogs  during 
1935  and  will  in  all  probability  continue  to  be  in  1936.  . 

Exports  of  hog  carcasses  and  meats  to  Germany  from  Hungary  began  in 
September  1935.    From  September  to  the  end  of  December  about  27,634,000  pounds 
of  hog  carcasses  and  meat  from  lard-type  hogs, equivalent  to  about  140,000  head, 
were  exported  from  Hungary,  on  the  basis  of  several  quotas.     In  January  two 
temporary  quotas  were  fixed,  pending  announcement  of  the  total  contingent  for 
the  year.     One  for  10,000  head  was  for  delivery  prior  to  January  15  and  the 
other,  also  of  10,000  head,  was  for  shipment  before  January  20. 

Yugoslavia  also  secured  a  40,000-head  quota  of  carcasses  and  meat  for 
shipments  to  Germany.    According,  to  recent  information,  deliveries  will  be 
made  during  the  winter  months,   no  time  limit  having  been  set.     In  addition 
to  shipments  to  Germany,  Yugoslavia  exports  pork  meat  and  killed  hogs  to 
Austria,  on  the  basis  of  a  ..eekly  quota  of  about  90,800  pounds.     Exports  to 
Germany  began  in  October.    During  October-Fovember  1935,  a  total  of  3,254,000 
pounds  of  pork  was  exported  from  Yugoslavia  to  all  destinations. 

Hog  carcasses  and  pork  meat:    Exports  from  Danube 
Basin  countries,   19  35 


Period 

Hungary 

Human  ia 

.  Yugoslavia 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1935 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

1,569 

0 

0 

1,006 

1/ 
2,595 
858 

6,018 
9 , 813 

November  

9,792 

V 

1/ 

27 , 193 

1/ 

1/ 

Belgrade  office,  Fore  ign  Agr  icultural  Service. 
1/  Not  available. 


Besides  carcass  and  meat  quotas,  a  number  cf  new  quotas  have  been 
obtained  by  Danubian  countries  covering  the  movement  of  live  hogs,  fat  sids 
and  lard  to  Czechoslovakia  and  Germany. 
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Hogs  and  pork  products:     Indices  of  foreign  supplies  and  demand 


Country  and  it  era 


UUITED  KINGDOM 


Supplies , domestic 
fresh  pork, London 
Imports  - 
Bacon  - 

Denmark  

Irish  Free  State 


St; 


.United 
Canada  . . , 
Others  . . . 
Total  ., 
Ham,  total  , 
Lard,  total 
DENMARK: 


tes 


Exports  - 

Bacon   

CANADA: 
Slaughter  - 
Hogs ,  inspected  . 
GERKAIT: 
Production  - 
Hog  receipts 

14  cities   

Hog  slaughter 
36  centers  . . . . 
Imports  - 
Bacon ,  total  . . . 
Lard ,  total 
UNITED  STATES : 
Slaughter  - 

Hogs , inspected  . 
Exports  - 
Bacon  - 
United  Kingdom 

Germany   

Cuba   

Total   

Hams ,  shoulders 
United  Kingdom 

Total   

Lard  - 
United  Kingdom 

Germany   

Cuba   

He ther lands  . . . 
Total   


Unit 


1000 
pounds 


1000  »s 


1000 
pounds 


1000  's 

1000 
pounds 


Oct.  -  Dec. 


1909-10: 
to  : 
1913-14: 
average 


1924-25: 

to       : 1932-33 
1928-29: 
average : 


1933-54 


1954-35 


19  ,897 


,710       25,399  24,145 


59,816 

125,7  60 

205,507 

129,292 

111,771 

17,921 

7,311 

8  ,833 

13,468 

44,343 

23,4-51 

1,004 

1,910 

1 , 225 

8,930 

21,557 

2,687 

19 ,834 

23 ,739 

11,247 

38,198 

105,075 

71,132 

50  ,029 

124,336 

224,887 

321,535 

231,001 

200 , 232 

on  a  r?A 

CjVJ  ,  -£  ( *fc 

9Q  OA'S 

99  ni  ^ 

91    A  7Q 

1  7  9^7 

57  ,050 

57  ,495 

58,762 

74,563 

66,879 

123,103 

202,657 

138,968 

111,914 

/  oo 

i\J  ( 

7R9 

812 

799 

7  70 

870 

1,111 

1,010 

1,081 

1,057 

1,174 

868 

5  93? 

Q  369 

8  ^00 

10  ,.343 

QQ9 

39  707 

"16  655 

8,806 

12 ,538 

11 ,967 

12 ,089 

11,765 

32,530 

14,570 

864 

714 

643 

729 

2,698 

372 

1,415 

0 

1,833 

5,505- 

952 

941 

1,294 

45,196 

33,236 

4,736 

7  , 144 

2,578 

30 ,316 

30 ,981 

13,108 

14,910 

11,138 

35 ,684 

37,975 

15 ,835 

17  ,654 

14,349 

39,297 

51,563 

59  ,508 

75,683 

46,667 

34,485 

43,221 

43,035 

33,625 

1,828 

CO 
00 

20 ,237 

1,932 

2,757 

8,767 

8,375 

10 ,313 

8,935 

11,455 

9 

112,662 

174,048 

139,370 

152,153 

62,779 
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Hogs  and  pork  products:  Foreign  and  domestic  average  prices  per  100 
uounds  for  the  month  indicated,  and  stocks  at  the  end  of  the  month 


Item 


PRICES  - 
Hogs .  Chicago,  basis 

packers'  and  shippers' 

quotations   

:orn ,  Chicago, 

No.  3  Yellow   

Hogs,  heavy  Berlin  live 

weight  

Barley,  Leipzig   

Lard  - 

Chicago   

Liverpool   

Hamburg   

Liverpool  - 
American  short  cut 
green  hams  .  ........ 

American  green 

bellies   

Danish  Wiltshire  sides 
Canadian  green  sides. . 


STOCKS  - 
United  States  - 
Processed  pork    l/ . .  . . . 
Lard  in  cold , storage .. . 


.909- 
1913 
iverage 

:  1925- 
:  1929 
:  average 

Dec. 

J  1934 

Nov. 
'.  1935 

Dec. 
'.  1935 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

7.50  . 

9.76 

5.89 

9.31 

9.57 

.98 

1.46 

1.66 

1.11 

1.05 

1  1  .63 

15.73 

16.37 

17.70 

17.70 

1.70 

2.27 

3.01 

3.15 

3.18 

in  71 

J_U  •  /  -l 

1  4  00 

11.97 

14.38 

13.62 

12.10 

13.89 

11.18 

16.50 

15.06 

11.92 

14.54 



16.09 

14.39 

14 . 30 

25  .16 

19  .18 

CU  •  !«-> 

21.27 

Nominal 

Nominal 

Nominal 

14.10 

23.07 

18.32 

18.66 

18.09 

J.-J  •  o<± 

1  6  70 

16  .04 

15.34 

1 ,000 

*  1 ,000 

1,000 

" 1,000 

1,000 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pound  s 

pounds 

555,885 

637 ,563 

253,209 

323,633 

62,928 

118,107 

37,906 

52,718 

1/  Dry  salt  cured  and  in  process  of  cure;  pickled,  cured,  and  in  process  of 
cure,  and  frozen. 


Hog-Feed  Price  Ratios  and  Hog  Slaughter.  United  States,  Germany, 
and  Denmark,  1924  to  Date 


UNITED  STATES 


NUMBER 

thousands 

500 
300 


.1              !  1 
HOG-FEED  RATIO 

A 

— 
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 r 

%y.  inspected  slaughter  oi-month  moving  ^Vk^/vw^yyy/yXo/Z4/Zy 

192**      1925      1926      1927       1928      1929      1930      J93I  1932 

1933  I93h- 

1935  1936 

DAIRY 
CATTLE 

MILLIONS 

1.7 


1.5 


1.3 


U.  S  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


NEG.  22995  BUREAU  OF  AGRICULTURAL  ECONOMICS 


Figure  I.-  In  the  United  States  and  other  important  hog-produc- 
ing  countries  changes  in  the  hog-feed  price  ratio  are  usually  follow- 
ed by  chances  in  hog  slaughter  from  one  to  two  years  later,  as  indi- 
cated by  the  slanting  arrows  in  the  above  figure.  in  denmark  and 
United  States  the  hog-feed  price  ratio  is  now  very  favorable  for  an 
increase  in  hog  production.  in  these  two  countries  and  in  germany 
an  increase  in  production  now  appears  to  be  under  way. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OE  AGRICULTURE  ■ 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  J 
Division' of  Statist'  cal  and  Historical  Research 

•  .j..  Washington 


EP-76  March  26,  1936 

WORLD  HOG  AND  PORK  PROSPECTS 

Summary 

Commercial'  slaughter  supplies  of  hogs  in  the  United  States  during  the 
remainder  Of  the  present  hog  marketing  year,  March  through  September  1936, 
probably  will  be  'from  30  to  35  percent  greater  than  a  year  earlier.    Most  of 
this  increase  in  slaughter  supplies  is  likely  to  occur  after  May  1  when 
marketings  of  fall  farrowed  pigs  get  under  way  in  large  volume.     The  1935 
fall  pig  crop  was  31  percent  greater  than  that  of  1934.     With  supplies 
increasing,  and  any  improvement  in 'demand  which  may  occur  unlikely  to  be 
sufficient  to  offset  the  larger  supplies,  domestic  hog  prices  are  likely 
to  decline  materially  in  the  early  summer,  and  in  the  late  summer  probably 
will  not  reach  the  high  level  of  a  year  earlier. 

The  relationship  of  hog  prices  to  corn  prices  in  the  United  States 
in  the  last  6  months  has  been  very  favorable  for  increased  hog  production. 
The  hog-corn  price  ratio  in  February  (19.3)  was  the  highest  in  over  2  years. 
This  favorable  price  relationship  now  prevailing,  and  the  fact  that  hog  prices 
have  held  up  well  for  more  than  2  years,  probably  will  result  in  a  consider- 
able increase  in  the  number  of  pigs  produced  in  1936  compared  with  1935. 
The  number  of  hogs  on  farms  at  the  beginning  of  this  year  was  9  percent 
greater  than  a  year  earlier. 

An  increase  in  hog  production  in  Canada  in  1936  also  is  expected. 
It  is  reported  that  spring  farrowings  this  year  will  be  increased  in  all 
Canadian  provinces  as  a  result  of  favorable  relationship  between  hog  prices 
and  feed  prices  prevailing  in  1935.      Marketings  of  hogs  in  Canada  in  1935 
were  somewhat  smaller  than  in  other  recent  years. 
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The  British  quota  for  imports  of  badon  and  hams  from  non-Empire 
countries  has  been  fixed  for  March  and  April  at  a  rate  8  percent  less  than 
in  those  months  last  year,  but  3  percent  greater  than  the  monthly  rate 
prevailing  from  October  to  February  1935-36.     The  share  of  the  United  Statei 
is  this  quota  continues  to  be  8.1  percent. 

Lard  exports  from  the  Danube  Basin  continued  large  in  early  1936. 
Most  of  such  lard  exports  have  been  shipped  from  Hungarj/',  and  Germany  has 
been  the  most  important  outlet  for  these  shipments.     It  is  exnected  that 
exports  of  Hungarian  lard  to  Germany  and  Czechoslovakia  will  continue  large 


for  several  months.  Hog  feeding  operations  in  Hungary  have  been  relativel 
large  in  recent  months. 

In  view  of  these  and  other  conditions,  no  material  improvement  in 
the  export  demand  for  hog  products  in  the  near  futures  is  anticipated, 


although  some  increase  in  exports  as  a  result  of  increasing  domestic 
production  is  likely  to  occur. 


United  States 

Supplies  of  hogs  for  commercial  slaughter  during  the  remainder  of 
the  current  hog  marketing  year,  up  to  September  30,  1936,  probably  will  be 
from  25  to  30  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier  in  terms  of  number  of  head 
slaughtered.      However,  with  average  weights  continuing  heavier  than  last 
year  the  total  live  weight  of  hog  slaughter  under  Federal  inspection  for 
March  to  September  1936  probably  will  be  30  to  35  percent  greater  than  in 
the  corresponding  period  of  1935,    Most  of  the  increase  in  hog  slaughter 
in  the  period  above  mentioned  is  likely  to  occur  after  May  1,  since  market- 
ings in  the  summer  months  are  mostly  fall  farrowed  pigs  and  the  1935  fall 
pig  crop  was  31  percent  larger  than  that  of  1934.     With  such  an  increase  in 
supplies  hog  prices  during  May  and  June  are  likely  to  decline  materially 
and  prices  in  the  later  summer  may  not  advance  to  the  high  level  of  a  year 
earlier. 

The  level  of  hog  prices  in  the  last  6  months  has  been  relatively  high 
in  relation  to  corn  prices.     The  hog-corn  ~orice  ratio  i  n  the  Corn  Belt 
States  in  February  based  on  farm  prices  as  of  the  15th  of  the  month  was 
19,3,  one  of  the  highest  ratios  on  record.     The  favorable  price  ratios  in 
recent  months,  undoubtedly  will  provide  an  effective  stimulus  to  increased 
hog  production,     A  substantial  increase  in  the  1936  spring  pig  crop  was 
indicated  by  the  December  1935  pig  crop  report.     In  view  of  present  low 
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level  of  hog  production  an -increase,  in-  the.,  number  of  r-igs  produced  in  the 
fall  of  1936  may  also  o  c  cur    depending,  of  ..course,'  upon  the  outturn  of  the 
1936  corn  crop.  -  .      ...  '    '  '"- 

The  advance  in  hog  "rices  which  began  .'.in  early  January  continued 
during  the  first  half  of  February  but  prices  declined  during  the  second 
half  of  the  latter  month.        A  moderate  upturn  in  hog  prices  occurred  in 
early  March.     The  weekly. average  price  of  hogs  at  Chicago  rose  from  $10.01 
the  last  week  in  January  to  $10.70  the  second  week  in  February  and  then 
declined  to -$9.99  in  the  .closing  week  of  the  month.     The  average  price 
of  hogs  at  Chicago  in  February  of>$10.37  was  about  50  cents  higher  than 
the  average  for  January- and  about  $2.00  higher  than  that  of  February  last 
year. 

Hog  slaughter  under  Federal  inspection  during  February,  totaling 
2, 319 ,,000  head,  was  about  4  percent  less  than  the  very  small  slaughter  of 
February  last  year  and  was  the  smallest  for  the  month  since'  1903.  Inspected 
slaughter  in  February  was  about  1,100,000  head  smaller  than  that  in  January. 
Severe  winter  weather  in  most  of  the  Corn  Belt  in'e'arly  February,  however, 
tended  to  restrict  hog  marketings. 

Average  weights  of  hogs  marketed  in  February  were  lighter  than  those 
in  January  but  were,  heavier  than  in  February  last  year.     The  average  weight 
at  the  seven  principal  markets  was  228  pounds  compared  to  232  in  January  and 
218  pounds  in  February  1935.     The  decrease  in  weights  in  February  as  compared 
with  a  month  earlier  probably  was  the  result  cf  a  smaller  than  usual  pro- 
portion of  packing  sows  marketed  and  also  the  poor  gains  made  by  hogs  in  the 
last  2  months  because  of  the  unfavorable  weather.     For-  the  first.  5  months  of 
the   present  hog  marketing  year,  October  1935  to  February  1936,  inspected 
hog  slaughter  totaled  13,180,000  head  which  was  25  percent  smaller  than  the 
slaughter  for  the  corresponding  months  last  year  and  39  percent  less  than 
the  5-year  average  for  the  corresponding  period. 

Prices  of  fresh  pork  declined  sharply  during  most  of  January  as 
slaughter  supplies  increased,  but  nearly  all  of  this  decline  was  recovered 
in  the  first  half  of  February  as  hog  slaughter  was  curtailed.  During 
the  second  half  of  February,  however,  fresh  pork  prices  again  declined  and 
by    the  end  cf  the  month  they  were  near  the  level  of  early  January.  Prices 
of  cured. pork  after  declining  sharply  in  January  were  about  steady  during 
February.     The  composite  wholesale  price  of  hog  products  in  I\Tew  York  in 
February  was  $20.84  per  100  pounds  compared  with" $21. 92  in  January  and 
$19.51  in  February  last  year.     Prices  of  lard  continued  to "weaken  during 
February,  the  average  wholesale  price  of  refined  lard  at  Chicago  averaging 
$12.06  for  the  month  compared  with  $14.44  for  February  a  year  earlier. 

Total  exports  of  -pork  in  January  were  smaller  than  in  the  preceding 
month  but  exports  of  lard  showed  an  increase  over  those  of  a  month  earlier. 
Shipments  of  both  pork  and  lard  from  the  principal  ports  in  February  were 
smaller  than  in  January  and  continued  much  below  those  of  a  year  earlier. 
Exports  of  pork  in  January  totaled  4, 770,000  pounds  which  was  less  than 
half  the  quantity  exported  in  January '1935. 
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Exports  of  hams  and  shoulders  in  January  amounted  to  3,152,000  'pound* 
which  was  about  400,000  pounds  smaller  than  in  December  and  about  1,000,000* 
pounds  smaller  than  in  January  1935.    Bacon  exports  continued  small' in  Jan- 
uary, amounting  to  only  207,000  pounds.    A  large  part  of  the  decrease  in 
pork  exports  in  January  compared  with  a  year  earlier  was  occasioned  by  the 
decrease  in  shipments  of  fresh  frozen  pork. 


>1 


Lard  exports  in  January,  totaling  10,161,000  pounds,  were  29  percent 
greater  than  in  December,  but  they  were  considerably  smeller  than  in  January 
last  year.    Exports  of  lard  to  Germany  in  January,  amounting  to  782,000 
pounds,  were  larger  than  in  any  month  since  December  1934,  but ' they' were 
very  small  in  relation  to  the  monthly  lard . exports  to  that  country  in  years 
prior  to  1934.    Exports  of  lard  to  both  Great  Britain  and  Cuba  in  January 
were  larger  than  in  December. 

A  table  on  pa;p;e  5  shows  the  preliminary  estimates  of  the  number  of 
hogs  on  farms  in  the  United  States  on  January  1,  1936  and  the  revised  esti- 
mates  of  numbers  from  1930  through  1935.    Hog  numbers  are  also  shown  in 
this  table  for  the  same. years  for  the  several  geographic  divisions  of  the 
country.     It  will  be  observed  that  the  number  of  hogs  on  farms  on  January  1-1 
this  year  was  9  percent  greater  than  a  year  earlier  but  was  still  very  small 
m  relation  to  the  number  in  other  post-war  years.     The  largest  increase 
m  numbers  reported  was  in  the  North  Central  (Corn  Belt)  States,  where  num- 
bers were  13  percent  larger  on  January  1,  1936  than  a  year  earlier.  Increass< 
however,  were  reported  in  all  of  the  major  geographic  divisions.     This  in- 
crease m  hog  numbers  is  largely  a  reflection  of  the  increase  in  the  1935 
fall  pig  crop,  since  the  1935  spring  pig  crop  was  smaller  than  that  of  1934.  - 
The  average  value  of  hogs  on  farms  per  head  on  January  1  was  #13.68  compared  " 
with  46.31  a  year  earlier  and  $4.09  2  years  earlier.     The  aggregate  value 
of  all  hogs  on  farms  was  estimated  to  be  #540, 000, 000,  which  was  more  than 
twice  as  large  as  the  aggregate  value  a  year  earlier  and  was  the  largest 
total  value  of  hogs  on  farms  reported  since  January  1931. 


Canada 

Some  increase  in  hog  production  in  Canada  during  1936  is  expected 
according  to  the  Canadian  Department  of  Agriculture  in  its  recent  publication- 
entitled  "The  Agricultural  Situation  and  Outlook  for  1936".    The  increase 
will  probably  be  small  during  the  first  6  months  but  somewhat  larger  during 
the  second  6  months.     The  indicated  increase  in  hog  output  may  be  expected 
to  result  in  some  increase  in  exports.     The  increase  in  exports  however 
may  be  limited  because  of  the  possibility  of  increased  domestic  consumption 
of  pork  as  a  result  of  improved  consumer  purchasing  power' and  anticipated 
higher  prices  of  beef.  ,;  a 

Indications  are  for  an  increase  in  spring  farrowings  in  practically 
all  provinces  as  a  result  of  high  prices  for  hogs  during  1935,  generally 
low  feed  prices,  and  the  relatively  favorable  supply  and  distribution  of  ■ 
feed  throughout  the  Dominion. 


United  States?  Number  of  hogs,  including  pig^j  in  the  North  Central  States; 
and  other  States  on  January  lj  1930-1936 


:            :1936  as 

States' 

;  1930 

:  1931 

:  1932 

:  1933 

:  1934 

:  1935 

:  1936  :a  per- 
:  :centage 
:           ::of  1935 

Total  :  11 


South  Central. . 
South  Atlantic. 
Western 

North  Atlantic. 
United  States  . 


Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

T&9~ 

sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

cents* 

North  Central: 

10,200 

10,509 

10,700 

10,140 

10,200 

6,250 

7,250 

116 

Mo .   : 

3,750 

3,488 

4,100 

4,674 

4,113 

2,400 

2,712- 

113 

5,010 

4,820 

5,334 

4,534 

5,010 

2,034 

2,136 

105 

3,494 

3,  665 

3,884 

3,496 

3,321 

1,900 

2,299 

121 

2,826 

2,487 

3,073 

3,165 

2,430 

1,200 

1,248- 

104 

S.  Dak  : 

2,800 

3,000 

1,950 

2,048 

1,229 

600 

840 

140 

U.  Dak  : 

730 

766 

751 

638 

475 

232 

283 

•122 

28,810 

28,735 

29,792 

28,695 

26,778 

14,616 

16,768 

114.7 

East  North  Central: 

111.  •:  4,415  4,415  4,900  5,537  5,260  3,510  3,931  112 

Ind.   :  2,637  2,637  2,953  3,750  3,900  2,675  2,942  110 

Ohio   :  2,462  2,330  2,485  3,130  3,035  2,160  2,333  108 

Wis  :  1,422  1,536  .  1,560  1,506  1,364  1,064  1,234  116 

Mich  :  630  542  661  793  730  512  '  594  116 


11,566 

11,460 

12,559 

14,716 

14,289 

9 , 921 

11,034 

111.2 

40,376 

40,195 

42 , 351 

43,411 

41 , 057 

24,537 

27,802 

113.3 

7,674 

7,111 

8,755 

10,327 

9,618 

7,716 

7,768 

100.7 

4,161 

4,101 . 

4,409 

4,672 

4,520 

4,092 

4,146 

101.3 

2,284 

2,298 

2,646 

2,514 

2,277 

1,650 

1,735 

105.2 

1,210 

1,130 

1,140 

1,203 

1,139 

1 , 009 

1,090 

108.0 

55,705 

54,835 

59 , 301 

62,127 

58,621 

39 , 004 

42,541 

109.1 

Division  of  Statistical  and  Historical  Research.  Compiled  from  reports  of 
the  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock  Estimates. 
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Pork  and  lardt  Exports  fror:  the  United  States.,  January  to  December, 

1333  to  1935 


Lard.incl.  netural  lard: 

'Babori 

■  :  ' !    :  H  am  's 

and 

shoulder  " 

Tear 
and 
month 

:  Pork  .' ' 

To  : 

:    To  : 

:  To 

:  ;  u 

'  Total  : 

To      :United  : 

Total  : 

To 

:  United.-: 

.Total 

: United 

Germany :  Kingdom : 

:  2/: 

Ore  many :  K  i  ngdom : 

2/  :  Kingdom 

:L,OOQ 

i  ooo 

1:,  000- 

1:,000    ,  1,000. 

1 ,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1 ,000 

;  oounds 

"lounds 

rounds  "sounds 

~ounds 

rounds 

pounds 

pounds 

1933  - 

 ■ 

Jan. 

:'.   9',  687 

"""70  007 

28,233 

28,775 

2,023 

625 

243 

4, 

r  OA 

580 

3 , 88. 

Pet). 

7,497 

RR  ^A4 

15,051 

31,513 

1,196 

48 

168 

3, 

753 

3, 10! 

Mar.  ~  ■ 

:  10,239 

4R  1  7  % 

7 , 827 

2o, rol 

i  o7Q 

114 

118 

u 
0 , 

(  u  / 

4 , 8'4( ! 

Apr. 

11 ,459 

39   1  RO 

,  XOVJ 

8,637 

iy ,  2  ±o 

11 

•  -  '26o 

n 

< 

71  A 
f  X  O 

6 , 94i  I 

MaV 

9,877 

46  077 

12 , ±2y 

OO   Al  A 

Ql  1 
v  ±  1 

•  iy 

104 

0  j 

oOR 

C,    QQ'  ' 

d  ,  yy , , 

June 

13,881 

38  ?1  3 

A  IQ^ 

O'X  OO1-? 

1  1 

OA 

O  rlQ 

q 

Al  q 

P.  77f  ' 

'   r  c 

Julv 

!  14,483 

7C  COO 
OO  ,  D<00 

Ci  ,  o<d'± 

<d  o ,  4Uo 

1     AO  A 
X  ,  b<ib 

P 

<oDSc 

q 

^^q 
eels' 

R  ^  ' 
O  ,  OC(  ( 

]  3  045 

36, 195 

A  /loc 
St ,  -±/dO 

0 1 

&Ltd(f 

1  ,  o'iX 

on 

n 

I 

DoX 

A  SRC 
D  ,  00: 

Sept. 

12 , 136 

49,020 

1U , loo 

O  A  07A 

0  or<Q' 

A"X 

.  4A7 

a 
O 

1 

XOo 

O  |  out 

Oct. 

11,568 

50,296 

i>,  ado 

on  -  .A  Q  "7 

2<s ,  sty  0 

0-:  i?nA 

D 

7A^ 

0  ,  UcJ 

Nov. ' 

-  15,921 

47 , 784- 

11, 14-0 

— 00  r\or\' 
<2 » OoO 

'    O*  ROA 

c; ,  oyu 

QO  A 

n 

! 

AO  A 

odo 

Dec." 

.  - 12 , 242. 

55^,271 

a  ^  0  n 

0 ,  /yo 

.  01 , iy / 

DO  I 

lo^t 

A 

OQ  T 
<;oo 

T  TOP 

Total 

142  035 

•^RA  O'ZQ 
Jul ,  <ooo 

126,806 

296, 655 

20,398 

2 , 327 

2,939 

78 

579 

69 , 22E 

1934  - 

Jan . 

11 , 033. 

OX  ,  JOV' 

5,735 

30 , 610 

1 , 702 

95 

181- 

3 

188 

2 , 63'? 

Peb. 

13,  604. 

^7  111 

Of  ,  X  x  x 1 

2,  386 

23, 263 

2,348 

671 

199 

4 

634 

4,03C 

iAar . 

12,269 

r<-,q   R4  R 

5,860 

26  IP? 

1  783 

J.  |    1  UU 

209 

225  • 

5 

390 

4,662 

Air . 

10, 119 

3, 135 

21 , 692 

.1 ,215... 

10 

265 

5 

044 

4,  oca 

Mav ! 

13, 319 

66  6?  3 

5 , 254 

39 ,492 

1 ,936 

'  •  47 

353 

5 

750 

4,83C 

June  < 

14, 839 

41-  41- 

t:X  ,  StX  O 

 1 t 831 

28  320 

1 , 337 

24 

266 

6 

786 

6,032 

"17,  382  ' 

33  860 ' 

2,  561 

21 , 743 

■  1,909 

22 

....  :  366 

9 
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96 
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6 
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3, 
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4 
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6 
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3 

355 

2,215 

Total  : 

150,553  434,891 

(iO  ,  bob 

0  Q  1  P,QrZ 

<dol ,  000 

1  Q     1  QO 
XO  ,  XOij 

l,0/o 

0   q  on 
<d ,  00O 

ar 

1  DA 

^o 

1935 : 

Jan .  ! 

9,641 

17,777 

-±y  r 

"IO  QT'Z 

12 , 000 

00U 

0 

loo 

/ 

St, 

1  QA 

xy  0 

7    '70  Q 

Pet).  : 

8,158 

16,007 

■ '  '■    '   "1  0  0 

loo 

12 , 12.6 

637 

0 

"1  ol 

121 

3 . 

OOl 

7  qi  r 

Mar .  : 

8,543 

10,781 

3/ 

7,892 

590 

-7  / 
3/ 

Ho 

4 

809 

0 , 

Apr . 

7,417 

7,369 

0 

4,506 

503 

0 

106 

4. 

817 

a  onfi 
4,  dUU 

May  ! 

10 , 463 

9,831 

0 

7,065 

618 

0 

126 

6 

782 

6,094 

June  : 

8,078 

6,963 

0 

3,762 

494 

0 

80 

6 

144 

5,534 

July  : 

8,461 

4,953 

0 

1 , 773 

701 

0 

81 

5 

832 

5,181 

Auc.  ! 

6,785 

3,470 

3/ 

623 

393 

0 

58 

4 

776 

4,090 

Sept.  : 

4,659 

1,553 

0 

498 

334 

0 

60 

3 

151 

2,719 

Oct.  : 

4,656 

2,769 

190 

2,017 

233 

69 

3 

071 

2,594 

Nov.  : 

6,885 

7,988 

334 

5,750 

207 

3/ 

83 

4 

723 

4,154 

Dec.  : 

4,934 

7,898 

336 

5,861 

278 

5 

128 

3 

579 

2,884 

Total  : 

88,680 

97,359 

1,545 

64,706 

5,868 

5 

1,190 

55 

381 

47,849 

Division  of  Statistical  and  Historical  Research.  Compiled  from  reports  of  the 
United  States  Department  of  Commerce.  Totals  computed  from  rounded  numbers, 
lj/lncludes  fresh  or  frozen,  pickled,  cured,  and  canned  pork. 
2/ Included  in  total  nork  (first  column). 
3/ Less  than  500  ■oounds. 
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Hog  numbers?: in  -specif  led.  ezpdrti  t%  and  importing  countries,,  1-921  to  date 


•  — 

Exporting  countries 

Non-European 

 , —  . ,^  — — 

European 

Year  : 

United  :  , 

Canada 
States   :      u  v  , 
.    ,  June  1 
Jan.  .L  : 

'           :  :  Nether- 
Denmark      %  , 

July  15  „_ 
:  '      :      :  May- June 

:      Irish  : 
:Free  State: 

Poland  \  Sweden  'Hungary 
June  50  :tSept.  15'  Spring 

:     June  1  .  : 

: 

iHOu-  iilOUi- 

Thou-  Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- Thou- 

Ay. 1909- " 
1913  1/  : 

sancis     ,  sana  s 

sands  '  sands 

sands 

sands 

sands  sands 

53,300  3,350 

2,715        .'  l-r305 

1,  046 

5,487 

1,023  3,522 

1921  ...  : 

'  59,942  5,855 

1,450  .2/  1,519 

891 

5/  5,287 

1922  ...  : 

59 , 349      5 , 916 

1,899  ~   

"958 

2,475 

1923  .  .  . 

69,504  4,405 

2,855   

1,186 

2, 153 

1924  ...  : 

66,576  5,069 

2,868   

987 

2,458 

1925  .  .  . 

55,770  4,426 

2,517   

752 

2,655 

1936  ...  • 

52,105  4,560 

5,122   

884 

2,520 

1927  ...  : 

55,496  4,695 

5  731  '   

X  j  X  ft- 

5/  6,529 

2,587 

1928  . . . 

61,875  4,497 

5,355  '   

1    1 R3 

1  387      2  662 

1929   .  .  . 

59,042  4,582 

5^618   

945 

4 , 829 

2,582 

1930  . . . 

55,705  4,000 

4,872     2/  2,018 

1,052 

6 , 047 

1  761      2  362 

1931  ...  . 

54,855  4,717 

5,455    4/  2,454 

1  227 

7 , 521 

1  724      2  715 

1932  ... 

59,501  4,639 

4  686     4/  2  244 

1,108 

5,844 

1,465  2,361 

1933  .  . . 

62,127  5,801 

4,590     5/  2,022 

931 

5,755 

1,713  1,899 

1954  . . . 

58,621  5,654 

5,057     6/  1,875 

968 

7,091 

1,529  2,502 

1935  . . . 

59,004  5,549 

5,054     6/  1,629 

1,107 

6,705 

3,176 

1936  .  . . 

42 , 541 

Importing  countries 

Great  Britain :Northern  Ire-:  Germany  exc.  : 

France 

: Czechoslovakia 

June  1  : 

Land,  June  l:Saar, 

Jan  1  7/: 

Jan.  1  7/ 

:     Jan.  1  7/ 

Av.  1909- 

Thou  sand  s 

Thousands  Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

1913  1/ 

:             2 , 544 

215  • 

22,535 

7,529 

2,  516 

1921  . .  . 

:  2,650 

'  105" 

14,153 

4,  941 

2/  2,201 

1922  .  .  . 

:  2,450 

118 

15,818 

5,166 

1923  .  .  . 

:  2,798 

196 

14,678 

5, 196 

1924  ... 

:  3,427 

140 

5,406 

1925  . .  . 

:   .  2,798 

112 

16,895 

5,802 

1926   .  .  . 

:  .  2,345 

.  ■.:  158 

16,200 

5 , 795 

2/  2  539 

1927  ... 

:  .  2,889 

256 

19,424 

5,777 

1928  . . . 

:  5,167 

229 

22,899 

6,019 

1929  ... 

:  2,509 

:•  192 

20,106 

6,017 

1930  . . . 

:  2,453 

216 

19,944 

6,102 

1931  . . . 

:  2,945 

236 

23,442 

6 , 329 

2/  2,776 

1932  . .  . 

:.  .  3,550 

220 

23,808 

6,398 

2,576 

19oo   .  .  . 

:  .  5,256 

271 

22,859 

6,488 

2,621 

1934  . . . 

:  .  5,525 

580 

25,890 

6,769 

3,430 

1935   . . . 

:  4,066 

458 

25,170 

7,044 

3,055 

1936   .  .  . 

22,699 

Division  of  Statistical  and  Historical  Resea 

rch;  compiled  from  official  records  of 

the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture  and  reports  of  United  States  Government 
represent?. tives  abroad.  1/  Average  for  5  years  for  present  boundaries,  otherwise 
for  any  year  or  years  within  this  period  for  which  data  are  available.  2/  Census. 
3/  November.  4/  Estimates  based  on  percentage  changes  from  one  year  to  the  other 
as  furnished  by  United  States  representative.  5/  May.  6/  August.  7/  Estimates 
reported  as  of  December  have  been  considered  as  of  January  1  of  following  year. 
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Hogs:     Slaughter  in  certain  exporting  and  importing  hog  producing 

countries,  1921  to  date 


Exporting  countries 


Non-European 


United 
States 
inspected 
slaughter 


Canada 
inspected 
slaughter 


European 


Denmark 
export 
slaughter 


Nether-  :  Irish  Free 
lands     :  State 

slaughter : purchased 
for  con-:  by  Irish 
sumption:  bacon 

. &  export:  curers 


Poland 
inspected 
slaughter 


Hungary 
inspected 
slaughter 


Thousands  Thousands  Thousands  Thousands  Thousands  Thousands  Thousands 


1921 

38,982 

1, 

636 

1,641 

1/  798 



1922 

43,114 

1, 

927 

2,215 

1/  724 

— 

- 

620 

1923 

53,334 

2, 

256 

3,414 

1, 

785 

.   2/  694 

1, 

165 

552 

1924 

52,873 

2, 

914 

4,024 

2, 

768 

818 . 

1, 

750 

613 

1925 

43,043 

2, 

642 

3,766 

2, 

810 

646 

p 

214 

908 

1926 

:  40,636 

2, 

491 

3,838 

2, 

440 

633 

z\ 

053 

1,199 

1927 

43,633 

2, 

540 

5,098 

3,041 

710 

2, 

435 

1 , 121 

1928 

:  49,795 

2, 

547 

5,373  , 

3,077 

878 

2, 

976 

1,220 

1929 

48,445 

2, 

353 

.4,994 

2, 

415 

792 

2, 

929 

:  1,293 

1930 

•  44,266 

1, 

926 

6,132  ' 

2, 

746 

657  . 

2 

976 

'  1,254 

1931 

44,772 

o 

j 

245 

7,320 

3, 

661 

701 

4, 

023 

'  1,212 

1932 

45,245 

c , 

725 

7,841 

3, 

560 

737 

3, 

804 

1,063 

1933 

47,226 

2, 

802 

6,392 

2, 

777 

852 

3, 

502 

1,047 

1934 

43,876 

2, 

872 

4,898 

2, 

525 

988 

3, 

592 

1935 

26,058  3/2,826 

' 4/4,212 

3/1,054 

4/2, 

742 

Importing 

countries 

Great  Britain 
sold  off  farms 

:Northern  Ireland : 
:  purchased 

Germany 
inspected 

•  c 

zechoslovakia 
total 

for  slaughter  : 

for  curing 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

3,312 

212 

6,927 

1922 

3,504 

232 

6,923- 

2,182 

1923 

3,715 

*  256 

5,830 

2 , 192 

1924 

4,406 

298 

10,257 

3,194    ;  **■ 

1925 

4,172 

269 

12,090 

3,749 

1926 

3,461 

280 

13,072 

3,594  ' 

1927 

3,639 

355 

17,279 

3,478  ' 

1928 

4,449 

394  .. 

19 , 480 

3,840 

1929 

4,053 

353 

17,252 

3,734 

1930 

3,661 

377 

18,041 

3,918  \ 

1931 

4,080 

391 

20,520 

4,299'  '  '  ;'- 

1932 

4,687 

378 

19 , 002 

3,731 

1933 

4,  787 

370 

16,260 

3,562  '  : 

1934 

'  414 

19 , 414 

4,386' 

1935 

5/  509 

3/  18,249 

4,241 

Continued  - 
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Hogs:    Slaughter  in  certain. exporting  and  importing  hog  producing 
 countries t  1921  jb o  date  c ont ' d  

NOTES:  ,' 

Division  of  Statistical  and  Historical  Research;  compiled  from  official  rec- 
ords and  from  reports  of  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  representa- 
tives abroad.     Sweden  is  a  more  important  exporting  country  than  Hungary,  and 
France  is  more  important  as  an  importing  country  than  Czechoslovakia;  but 
these  are  not  included  owing  to  lack  of  annual  official  slaughter  statistics. 
1/  Purchased  by  curers  in  Leinster,  Munster,  and  Connacht,  later  formed  into 
Irish  Free  State  with  part  of  Ulster.     This  also  corresponds  to  number  pur- 
chased alive,  which  constitutes  most  of  the  number  bought  by  curers  in  Irish 
Free  State,  curers  in  Northern  Ireland  purchasing  their  hogs  on  a  dressed 
weight  basis. 

2/  Estimate  based  on  percentage  that  purchases  by  curers  in  Irish  Free  State 

represents  of  purchases  by  curers  in  all  Ireland. 

3/  Preliminary  estimate  for  year  based  on  slaughter  for  11  months. 

4/  Preliminary  estimate  based  on  slaughter  for  6  months  alone. 

5/  Estimate  for  year  based  on  weekly  reports. 

&/  Estimate  for  year  based  on  figures  for  8  months. 


Increased  hog  marketings  in  1936  are  expected,  especially  in  Ontario, 
Quebec,  and  Alberta,  all  important  hog  producing  provinces.     In  Ontario, 
where  about  35  percent  of  the  total  number  of  hogs  in  Canada  is  found,  con- 
ditions are  now  very  favorable  for  an  expansion  of  hog  production  from  the 
recent  low  level,  with  supplies  of  coarse  grain  crops  ample.     In  the  prairie 
provinces  the  increases  in  marketings  in  1936  will  probably  be  somewhat 
restricted  by  the  low  quality  of  the  feed  supply  and  the  scarcity  of  breeding 
stock  on  farms  last  spring. 

Canadian  bog  prices  during  1936  are  expected  to  remain  fairly  high 
despite  the  expected  increase  in  the  volume  marketed. 

Hog  prices  in  Canada  remained  at  practically  the  January  level  through- 
out February  1936.    The  average  price  of  bacon  hogs  at  Toronto  for  the  4-week 
period  ended  February  27  was  $8.64  per  100  pounds  weighed  off  cars  and  was 
the  same  as  for  the  preceding  4-week  period.    During  the  week  ended  February 
20  the  price  went  as  high  as  $8.95  per  100  pounds,  but  it  fell  to  §8.46  in 
the  last  week  of  the  month.    The  Toronto  average  price  for  the  month  of 
January  on  a  fed  and  watered  basis  was  $8.44  per  100  pounds  compared  with 
.f$8.32  in  December  and  ^8.58  in  January  a  year  ago. 

Supplies  during  the  4  weeks  of  February  as  represented  by  live  hogs 
graded  at  stockyards  and  packing  plants  amounted  to  only  236,489  head,  a 
decrease  of  27,000  compared  with  the  same  period  last  year.     Gradings  of 
live  hogs  at  stockyards  and  packing  plants  for  the  first  9  weeks  of  1936 
amounted  to  498,000  head,  a  decrease  of  11  percent  compared  with  the  same 
period  of  1935.    About  half  of  this  apparent  decrease,  however,  may  be  ac- 
counted for  by  an  increase  in  the  grading  of  hog  carcasses,  a  new  service 
in  Canada  which  is  kno?m  as  "rail  grading".    The  custom  of  grading  dressed 
carcasses,  as  done  in  certain  European  countries,  will  make  it  possible  to 
eliminate  many  of  the  conditions  which  now  are  sources  of  serious  loss  to 
Canadian  producers,  it  is  bjlijved. 
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Live  hog  grading  was  begun  in  1922  in  -Canada  as  a  result  of  a  decision 

of  the  Hog  Conference  of  1921  and  has  accomplished  much  ?.long  the  lines  of 
uniformity  of  type  and  finish,  according  to  an  article  pub li she;1  in  the- In- 
dustrial Development  Council  of  Canadian  Meat  Packers. 

The  experimental  grading  of  hog  carcasses  in'  1935  amounted  to  115,000 
head  in  addition  to  the  2,854,000  live  hogs  graded.     The  carcasses  at  present 
are  classified  as  follows:     Grades  A  -  E  (A  representing  the  choice  grade); 
light;  heavy;  extra  heavy,  and  sows.     Of  the  total  number  of  115,000  carcasses 
graded  in  1935,  55,000  or  48  percent  were  classified  as  B  grade  and  40,000 
or  35  percent  as  A  grade.     Of  the  total  number  of  2,854,000  live  hogs  graded, 
1,201,000  or  42  percent  were  graded  as  bacon  hogs  (the  second  grade)  and 
654,000  or  23  percent  as  select  bacon  hogs. 

In  January  only  12,056,000  pounds  of  bacon  were  exported  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  a  decrease  of  11  percent  as  compared  with  the  same  month  of  1935. 
Lard  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  continued  large,  amounting  to  1,659,000 
in  January  or  4  times  as  large  as  in  the  same  month  of  1935.     Fresh  frozen 
pork  exports  to  the  United  States  were  about  three  times  as  large  as  in 
January  1935;  the  total,  however,  was  relatively  small,  amounting  to  only 
133,000  pounds.     There  was  also  an  increase  from  24,000  pounds  to  536,000 
pounds  in  exports  of  pork  to  the  United  States.     The  live  hog  exports  to 
the  United  States  in  January  alon^  reached  2,501  h.ad,  or  about  one-fifth 
of  the  total  live  hog  exports  to  the  Unitod  States  from  Canada  last  year. 


United  ..Kingdom  and  Irish  Free-  State 

Tie  total  quota  for  cured  pork  imports  into  Great  Britain  for  the 
current  period,  February  26  to  April  30,  amounts  to  103,296,000  pounds.  This 
is  a  reduction  of  about  8  percent  from  the  rate  for  the  same  period  a  year 
ago.     It  represents,  however,  an  increase  of  approximately  3  percent  over  the 
rate  prevailing  in  the  period  October  1  -  February  25,  1935-36.     The  United 
States  share  is  still  8  percent  of  the  total,  amounting  for  the  whole  period 
to  8,264,000  pounds.     This, amount  also  represents  an  increase  of  3  percent 
over  the  rate  in  effect  in  the  October-February  period  and  an  8-percent 
decrease  below  that  for  the  same  period  of  last  year.     In  addition,  the 
United  States  is  allowed  the  usual  0.1  percent  of  the  total  quota,  or  103,296 
pounds,  as  an  adjustment  for  consignments  made  through  Canadian  ports.  On 
account  of  the  unusual  supply  conditions  in  the  United  States,  however,  it 
is  unlikely  that  the  United  States  quota  can  be  fully  utilized  during  the 
next  few  months. 

The  new  quotas  are.  based  on  the  percentage  allocations  to  the  various 
countries  concerned.,  established  March  29,  1934.     These  percentages  were 
arrived  at  after  a  period  of  experimentation  and  are  the  result  of  an  attempt 
to  permit  imports  from  all  major  suppliers  in  the  same  relative  proportion 
as  imports  were  from  these  countries  before  the  inauguration  of  the  quota 
system.     No  fixed  basic  period  was  used,   sinc^  no  one  period  was  acceptable 
to  all  of  the  interested  countries  as  representative  of  their  normal  trade. 
The  position  of  the  United  States,  for  example,  during  the  period  of  largest 
total  cured  pork  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom,  1932,  was  relatively  much 
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less  important  than  it  had  been  during  the  years  1924  to  1929.     The  trade 
of  certain  of  the  Baltic  States,  and  in  particular  Poland,  on  the  other 
hand,  only  became  significant  after  1929.    Therefore  the  reduction  in  imports 
since  1932  effected  by  the  quota. system  was  relatively  much  greater  for  most 
of  the  quota  countries  than  it  was  for  the  United  States.     The  reduction  in 
imports  from  the  United  States,  using,- the  period  1924-25  to  1928-29  as  a 
base,  however,  was  much  greater.    As  will  be  seen  from  the  table  on  page  13, 
the  decrease  in  the  rate  of  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  effected  by 
the  quota  system  from  the  rat.,  of  optimum  years  is  approximately  56  percent 
for  the  United  States  and  the  quota  countries  as  a  whole. 

The  fresh  pork  quota  for  the  United  States  for  the  second  quarter 
of  1936  has  been  announced  as  2,844,600  pounds.    The  frozen  pork  which  may 
be  imported  from  the  United  States  for  curing  is  limited  to  772,800  pounds 
for  the  last  three  quarters  of  1936,  or  257,600  pound s,  a  quarter.     This  is 
the  same  as  the  rate  prevailing  since  lest  October,  but  a  reduction  of  12 
percent  from  that  of  a  year  ago.     The  total  fresh  pork  quota,  of  which  the 
quota  of  pork  imported  for  curing  is  a  part,  is  the  same  as  the  corresponding 
quota  for  last  year.     See  table,  page  14. 

Liverpool  bacon  quotations  advanced  slightly  during  February,  Danish 
Wiltshire  sides  reaching  an  average  of  !>20.58  per  100  pounds  for  the  month. 
This  was  an  increase  of  $1.15  over  the  January  average  and  of  SI. 76  over 
that  of  a  year  earlier.     Quotations  for  Canadian  green  sides  likewise  showed 
an  increase,  averaging  ^17.82. per  100  pounds  for  the  month,  Al.57  above  the 
January  average  and  §2.60  higher  than  the  February  1935. figure.  American 
green  bellies  made  an  average  of  $15.27  por  iqq  pounds  for  February,  which 
was  only  a  few  cents  above  that  for  January  or  for  February  of  last  year. 

British  imports  of  Danish  bacon  amounted  to  a  little  less  than  ■ 
32,000,000  pounds.    The  total  for  the  period  October  to  February  of  132,000,000 
pounds  represented  a  decline  from  comparable  1934-35  imports  of  11  percent 
and  from  the  record  1931-32  shipments  of  55  percent.    This  is  closely  in 
line  with  the  reductions  made  in  the  total  import  quota.    The  Danish  share 
of  total  actual  imports  for  the  period  was  54  percent  as  against  55  percent 
during  the  same  period  the  previous  year  and  69  percent  during  October- 
January  1931-32. 

Imports  of  bacon  into  the  United  Kingdom  from  the  Irish  Free  State 
for  the  first  4  months  of  the  current  season  amounted  to  over  19,600,000 
pounds  and  were  15  percent  above  corresponding  imports  of  the  1934-35  season. 
They  represented  an  increase  of  approximately  121  percent  over  comparable 
imports  during  the  first  4  months  of  the  1932-33  season. 

October-January  imports  from  Canada  at  31,000,000  pounds  represented 
a  decrease  of  15  percent  from  th-  record  imports  of  the  same  months  of  1934-35. 
Plowever,  they  wc^o  nearly  8  times  as  larg^  as  comparable  1931-32  imports. 
Of  total  bacon  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  first  4  months  of 
this  season,  21  percent  was  supplied  by  Empire  countries  as  against  4  percent 
in  comparable  months  of  1931-32. 
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Imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  from  the  United  States  reached  the 
record  low  point  of  81,000  pounds  for  the  month  of  February.     Total  imports 
for  the  current  season  at  681,000  pounds  stood.  54  percent  below  comparable 

1934-  35  imports,  80  percent  "below1  those  of  1931-32,  and  99  percent  below 
the  1909-10  to  1913-14  average.' 

Total  bacon  imports  at  less  than  243,000,000  pounds  for  the  period 
October-January  represented  a  decrease  of  10  percent  from  those  of  a  year 
ago  and  were  43  percent  below  imports  for  the  first  4  months  of  1931-32, 

Ham  prices  did  not  improve  during  February.    At  an  average  of  $18.71 
per  100  pounds,  they  were  52  cents  below  the  Jacyery  average  and  39  cents 
below  that  of  February  1935.    Total  ham  imports  for  the  season  October- 
January,  amounted  to  approximately  22,000,000  pounds,  a  decrease  of  1 
percent  from  imports  for  the  comparable  period  last  year  and  of  24  percent 
from  those  of  1932-33.    Ham  imports  from  the  United  States  at . about 
11,700,000  pounds  accounted  for  less  than  53  percent  of  the  total  as 
compared  with  60  percent  during  October- January  of  1934-35  and  with  82 
percent  during  the  same  period  of  1929-30.    The  proportion  of  the  total 
supplied  by  Canada  in  January  1936  was  over  41  percent. 

Quotations  for  refined  lard  on  the  Liverpool  market  continued  the 
steady  decline  from  the  high  point  of  $17.08  per  100  pounds  reached  in 
August  1935  and  averaged  for  the  month  of  February  $12.99.    Although  this 
average  is  49  cents  less  than  the  January  average  and  44  cents  less  than 
the  comparable  one  for  last  year,  it  is  still  $5.34  higher  than  the 
February  1934  figure. 

Lard  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  first  4  months  of  the 

1935-  36  season  totaled  50,578,000,  of  which  the  United  States  furnished 
32  percent.     Comparable  figures  for  the  same  period  of  1934-35  are 
82,530,000  pounds  and  83  percent.    United  States  imports  for  January 

at  7,000,000  pounds  were  nearly  double  those  of  December  but  were  still 
much  below  usual  monthly  shipments.    Brazil,  which  prior  to  1935  furnished 
a  negligible  amount  of  lard  to  the  British  market,  supplied  16  percent' 
of  the  January  imports.     Other  foreign  countries,  principally  Hungary, 
furnished  21  percent  and  Empire  sources  17  percent,  over  half  of  which 
originated  in  Canada. 
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British  cured  pork  import'  quotas:     Allocations  to  principal  countries, 

March  29,  1934  -  April  30,  1936 


'   '  1934 

j                          1935                        \  1936 

:Per- 

: centage 

Country 

: Mar. 2 9-: 

Aug.l- 

:  Jan.l- 

:  May  1- 

:  July  l:0ct.l-  :Jan.l~ 

: Feb. 26- 

:of 

:July  31: 

Dec.31 

:  Apr. 30 

:June  30 

:  Sept.30:Dec.3l  :Feb.25 

:Apr.30 

: total 

:  '  1/  i 

:             :  : 

:  quo  ta 

< 

: 1 , 000  : 

1 , 000 

: 1 , 000 

: 1 , 000 

: 1 , 000    : 1 , 000    : 1 , 000 

: 1 , 000 

•  Ppr— 

: -pounds  : -to bunds 

: pounds 

: pounds 

: pounds  : pounds  : pounds 

: pounds 

I  c  ent 

Denmark  2_/ 

: 159,260:178,753 

:  131, 084 

:  65,542 

■                           •  • 

: 101 ,993:  89,227:  54,909 

:  65,593 

:  63.50 

Netherlands 

:  23,826: 

26,742 

:  19,611 

:  9,805 

:  15,259:     6,604:  8,215 

:  9,813 

:  9.50 

Poland  .... 

:  19,939: 

22,379 

:•  16,411 

:  8,206 

:  12,769:  13,349:  6,875 

:  8,212 

7  9^ 

Sweden  .... 

11,788: 

13,231 

:  9,702 

:  4,851 

:     7,549:  11,171:  4,064 

:  4,855 

\  4.70 

Lithuania  • 

:  7,399: 

8,304 

:  .6,090 

:  3,045 

:     4,738:    4,145:  2,551 

:  3,047 

:  2.95 

Estonia  .... 

.  1,881: 

2,111 

1,548 

:  774 

:     1,207:3/1,118:3/  688 

:  775 

:  .75 

Finland  .... 

1,003; 

1,126. 

:  826. 

:  413 

:        642:3/     596:3/  367 

:  413 

:  .40 

Latvia  .  . . . . 

1,756: 

1,971. 

■1,445: 

:    •  .  723 

1,124:3/1,043:3/  641 

723. 

.70 

U.S.S.R..  ..: 

2 , 132: 

2,393. 

1,755: 

:  877. 

1,365:3/1,267:3/  .  780. 

878: 

.851 

Argentina  . : 

1,756: 

1,971: 

1,445: 

723: 

1,124:3/1,043:3/  641: 

723: 

.70 

U.S.  4/ 

20,064: 

22,520: 

16,515: 

8,257: 

12,850:  11',  241;  6,917: 

8,264: 

8.00 

Total'...: 

250,804:281,501: 

206,432: 

103,216: 

160,620:140,804:  86,648: 

103,296: 

100.00 

l_r  First  period  of  present  percentage  allocations. 

2/    Unadjusted'  to  'bring  .the  Danish  share  in  total  imports  from  foreign  sources 
up  to  62.5  in  accordance  with  the  Anglo-Danish'  trade,  agreement. 

3/     Includes  small  percentage  of  the  Danish  allowance  for  previous  undershipments. 
4/    The  United  States,  in. addition,  is  permitted  to  ship  0,1  percent  of  total, 
representing  adjustments  made  on  account  of  exports  of  American  pork  moving 
via  Canada  and  credited  to  that  country  in  British  in^ort;::xocordSo 

British  frozen  pork  quota:    Allocations  to  the  United  States 
■    -    .    .  for  curing,  1935  and  1936 


Period 

;             •.  •  1935 

j  1936 

:  Percent 
:  total  1936 

is  of 
[total  1935 

\  Total 

:  Part  for 
:  curing 

!  Total 

:  Part  for 
:  curing 

Oct.  1  -  Dec.  31   

!  Pounds 
!  '4,584,496 
:  2,844,800 
!•  2,834,608. 
4,  916.016 

:  Pounds 
:l/  294,000 
!l/  294,000. 
:  294,000. 
257,600: 

Pounds 
•  4,584,496 
2,844,800 

:  Pounds 
:  257,600 
:  2/257, 600 

:  Percent 
:  100 

:  100 

15,179,920: 

1,139,600: 

periods  of  allocation  for  pork  for  curing  as  for  cured  pork. 
2/  Allocation -made  for  April-December  1936  of  772,800  pounds, 


Same 
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Germany;  %v:  . 

The  slight  upward  tendency  of  recent  months  in  German  hog  receipts 
and  slaughter  was  continued  through  January,,  according  to  reports  irom 
the  Berlin  office  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Regulations  _ 
restricting  direct  marketing  and  some  increase  in  nog  numbers  are  having, 
some  effect  upon  the  volume  of  business  conducted  through  regular  trade 
channels,  but  the  volume  continues  considerably  below  that  of  a  year  ago. 

There  has  been  little  change  in  the  German  fat  situation  in  recent 

weeks.    Domestic  supplies  remain  deficient  and  imports,  wmle  larger^tnan 

last  year,  are  confined  almost  entirely  to  receipts  from  countries  with 
which  Germany  has  compensation  agreements. 

Hungary  continues  in  the  position  of  principal  lard  supplier  attained 
a  few  months  ago,  with  Denmark  in  second  place.  .  Of  the  6,900,000  pounas 
imported  from  all  countries  in  January,  Hungary,  and  Denmark  shared  almost 
equally  in  73^  percent  of  the  total.    Yugoslavia,  .Netherlands ,  Sweden, 
Argentina,  and  the  United  States  divided  the  remainder,  with  imports  oi 
American  lard  amounting  to  only  50,000  pounds..;  Monthly  lard  imports  since 
September  1935  have  been  larger  than  in  the  corresponding  months  ot  a  year 
earlier.    For  the  Octobe ^January  period  of  the  current  season,  total  lara 
imports  were  41  percent  larger  than  the  corresponding  1934-35  figures,  out 
they  were  less  than  half  the  usual  volume  of  a  few  years  ago. 

Total  lard  imports  for  the  calendar  year  1935  were  26  percent  smaller 
than  the  1934  imports.     In  1935,  Denmark  displaced  the  United  States  as 
principal  supplier,  with  Hungary  in  second  place. 


Lard:     Imports  into  Germany,  by  countries  of  origin, 

1934  and  1935 


Country  : 

1934  : 

1  935 

Imports  ' 

Percentage: 
of  total  : 

Imports  '. 

Percentage 
of  total 

1,000 

1,000 

percent 

■pounds 

Percent 

pounds 

Denmark  

22,972 

25.2 

26,149 

39.1 

12,555 

13.8 

22,028 

32.9 

1 , 323 

1.4 

7,551 

11.3 

3,805 

5.7 

49,116 

53.9 

3,150 

4.7 

220 

.2 

1,916 

2.9 

Netherlands   

:          3 , 422 

3.7 

1,204 

1.8 

913 

1.0 

611 

.9 

:  670 

.8 

452 

.7 

91,191 

100.0 

66,866 

100.0 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Division. 
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Imports  of  cured  pork  into  Germany  in  December  and  January  were 
somewhat  larger'  than  those  of  a  year  earlier.     The  January  figures  on 
bacon  imports  were  about  the  same  size  as  for  other  recent  years  except 
1935,  with  the  Netherlands  in-  its  usual  position  of  principal  supplier  and 
Hungary  second.    For  the  first'  4  months  of  the  1935-36  season,  however, 
total  bacon  imports  were  16  percent  smaller  than  in  the  corresponding  1934-35 
period.  '  .  /■• :   ■  f  :-  •, 

Germany  continues  to  encourage  the  importing  of  lard  and  pork  from 
the  Danube  Basin'  countries.     So  far,  Hungary  has  been  the  chief  beneficiary 
of  this  policy,  especially -in  connection  with  lard.     Hungary  is  the  leading 
Dan-obi  an  exporter  of  hogs'  and  pork  products.    The  other  countries,  however, 
have  profited  somewhat  from  the  current  German  trade  in  those  items. 

Danube  Basin 

Lard  exports  from  the  Danube  Basin  in  January  and  February  totaled 
about  55,000  quintals  (12,125,300  pounds)  against  about  53,000  quintals 
(11,684,400  pounds)  exported  in  the  corresponding  1935  months,  according 
to  the  Belgrade  office  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service.  Hungary 
accounted  for  about  90  percent  of  the  current  export  figure.  Hungary 
secured  a  lard  quota  from  Germany  for  the  2  months  amounting  to  5,754,000 
pounds.     Shipments  were  made  also  to  Czechoslovakia  and  the  United  Kingdom. 
A  trial  shipment  also  went  to  Belgium.     The  indications  are  for  continued 
large  shipments  of  Hungarian  lard  to  Germany  and  Czechoslovakia.  The 
movement  to  the  United  Kingdom,  however,  is  likely  to  decline  if  Liverpool 
prices  continue  to  decline.     During  1935  Hungary  supplied  about  83.5 
percent  of  the  total  Danube  lard  exports  and  Yugoslavia  about  16  percent. 

Fresh  pork  exports  in  January  and  February  from  Danubian  countries 
showed  a  material  decline  from  the  average  monthly  shipments  of  the  last 
quarter  of  1935.     Total  exports  in  the  latter  period  reached  63,429,000 
pounds,  of  which  95  percent  went  to  Germany.    About  70  percent  of  the  total 
exports  originated  in  Hungary,  which  sent  all  of  its  exports  to  Germany; 
21  percent  was  supplied  by  Yugoslavia;  Rumania  provided  most  of  the  remain- 
ing 9  percent. 

The  January-February  exports  of  Danubian  live  hogs  exceeded  100,000 
head.     The  monthly  exports  of  around  50,000  head  compare  with  about  35,000 
head  a  year  ago.    Prices  in  Prague  and  Vienna,  important  markets  for  Danubian 
hogs  in  Czechoslovakia  and  Austria  tended  to  decline  doring  February,  while 
shipments  to  those  markets  decreased.     The  1935  to.t.al  exports  of  live  hogs 
from  the  Basin  is;  now  placed  at  543,000  head  against  .about  345,000  head 
in  1934  end  an  average  of  550,000  for  the  years  1929-1933.    The  heavy 
1935  shipments  were  accompanied  by  a  record  export  movement  of  lard. 

Hog  feeding  is  reported  as  having  been  unusually  large  in  February 
for  this  season  of  the  year.    The  unusually  mild  winter  sustained  Central 
European  demand,  and  availability  of  imported  feeds  at  favorable  prices 
have  contributed .to  continued  feeding  operations.    Loss  of  the  Italian 
market  for  fat  cattle  from  Yugoslavia  through  sanctions  has  concentrated 
attention  on  hog  feeding  in  that  country. 


Hogs  and  pork  products:     Indices  of  'foreign  supplies  and  demand 


Oct. -J an 

1 

Country  and  item 

:  Unit 

:  1909-10 

1  1924-25 

:to  1913-14 

!  to  1928-29 

:  1932-33 

.•1933-34 

:  1934-35 

:  1935-36 

:  average 

:  average 

Supplies- 

pork,  London  . . . 

:  pounds 

:  25,709 

:  37,2'94 

:  30,332 

:  31,996 

:  36,953 

.  ii 

:  79,193 

:  166,731 

: 262, 814 

:169,398 

: 148, 537 

: 132,064 

T  ri  oh  "Ftp  p 

Strte   

it 

:  22,646 
:  35,479 

:  8,904 

■  7 

:  1,391 

:  11,669 
:  2,162 

:  17,138 
:  1,472 

:  19,659 
:  681 

United  States  • 

i  ii 

:      61 , 449 

ii 

:  12,520 

:  167,421 
:  28,238 
:  77,367 

:  28,133 
:  50,937 
:  303,926 
:  38,588 
:  83.626 

:  5,159 
: 139,917 
: 418, 187 
•  29,123 
:  83,143 

:  28,908 
:  91,172 
:  303 ',310 
:  25,822 
; 109, 508 

:  36,411 
:  57,347 
: 271, 005 
:  22,269 
:  82,530 

:  31,112 

.  ii 

•  =;q 

:243,319 
!  22,105 
:  50,578 

•  ii 

ii 

ii 

DE&MARKj 

Export  s- 

• 

»    •  » 

ii 

:  165,561 

.251,662 

.177,080 

: 147, 060 

Slaughter-  ; 

nog  s ,  in  spec  oea.  •  • 

1UUU 1 s 

:  603 

:       1 , 006 

:  954' 

1,035 

:  1,064 

:  1,064 

GERMANY:  ■  :■ 

Production-        *  : 

Hog  receipts  : 

ii  • 

1,073  : 

1,074: 

1,066: 

1,157. 

:  589 

Hog  slaughter  : 

»  . 

1,486  : 

1,334  : 

1,459: 

1,455: 

1,571. 

:  811 

Imports-  : 

1000 

Lard,  total  . . . . : 

pounds: 

69,965  ; 

72,653  : 

89,516: 

54,035: 

24,494: 

34,636 

Bacon,  total  . . . : 

ii  ■ 

1,110  : 

7,360  : 

12,118: 

11,278: 

11,480: 

9,542 

TNT  TED  STATES' 

O  U.   ^_  U  CJ.  a 

Hoci  ^ .  i n  ^"n  p r*  "h  p H   -  ■ 

"1  000  1  c:  • 

12,162  : 

17,780  : 

16 , 667 : 

17,480: 

14,812: 

10,850 

Exports-  : 

Bacon-  : 

1000  : 

United  7fl  n?rlnm.  ■ 

yU  LU.1  U_o  * 

45,422  : 

22,098  : 

1,107: 

895: 

806: 

311 

ii 

828  : 
2,495  : 
62,797  : 

3,762  : 
7,549  : 
48,729  : 

997: 
1,262: 
6,759: 

1,510: 
1,181: 
6 , 846 : 

0: 

1,809: 
3 , 458: 

0 

325 
925 

ii  . 

Tot.-l  .... 

ii 

Horn    cThrvil  rlprq-  * 

United  Kingdom,: 

ii 

43,978  : 

44,350  : 

16,989: 

17,547: 

14,537: 

12,416 

Total   

ii  • 

50,982  : 

54,263  : 

20,415: 

20,842: 

18, 54o : 

14,525 

Lard-  : 

United  Kingdom.: 

ii  . 

56,277  : 

74,412  : 

88,218: 

106,239: 

59,466: 

20,329 

ii 

46,157  : 
11,806  : 
13,684  : 

63,074  : 
28,371  : 
15,616  : 

70,934: 
2,924: 
17,735: 

39 , 356: 
3,707: 
13,917: 

2,325: 
12,493: 
9: 

1,642 
5,547 

0 

ii  . 

Netherlands  ...: 

ii  . 

ti  . 

157,612  : 

249,157  : 

217,477: 

203,355: 

80,446: 

28,633 
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'Hogs  and  pork  products:     Foreign  and  domestic  average  "••rices  per  100 


Item 


the  month  indicated,  and 

stocks  at 

the  end 

of.  each 

month 

:  1909-1913  '  :'  ' 

1925-1929"" 

Jan. ,  ' 

Dec. 

Jan. 

average 

average  ' 

1935  ;  ; 

1935 

1936 

Dollars 


Dollars    Dollars  Dollars  Dollars 


PRICES  - 

Hogs ,  Chicago,  basis 

packers'  :and  shippers' 

quotations  

Corn,  Ghicago ,  • 

No.  3  Yellow  .  .  .  .  

Hogs,,  heavy,  Berlin, 

live  weight  

Potatoes.  Breslau 


feeding  .'•  

Barley,  Leipzig 

Lard  - 

Chicago   

Liverpool  .  .  .'. 

Hamburg 
Cured  "nork  - 


7.26 

10.*37 

7.70 

9.57 

9.85 

1.00 

1.64 

1.62 

1.05 

1.08 

11.52  '' 

14.87  ' 

16.57; 

17.70 

'  -17.70 

.32 

.61 

.85' 

1.74 

2.49 

3.04 

3.18 

3  •  23 

Liverpool '  - 

American  short  cut 

green  hams   

American  green  bellies 
Danish  Wiltshire 

sides  : ...  I  ......... . 

Canadian  green  sides. . 


10.28 
11.50 
15.48 


13.70 


14.10 
13.17 


14.85 
15.29 
15.84 


24.71 

21.40 

22.40 

in 


13.82 
12.98 
26.56 


-0.37, 

19.10 
16.01 


13.62 
15.06 
14. 39 


12.15 
13.48 
13.14 


20.28 

Nominal 

18.09' 
15.34 


19.23 
15.19 

19.43 
16.45 


1 , 000 
"oounds 


STOCKS  - 

United  States  - 

Processed 'pork  l/ 
Lard  in  cold  storage... 


1,000 
•oounds 


683,564 
94,200 


1,000 
rounds 


1,000 
■oounds 


1,000 
"oounds 


667,984  326,777  436,042 
112,497      52,718  75,669 


1/  Dry  salt  cured  and  in  process  of  cure;  pickled,  cured,  and  in  process  of 
cure:  and  frozen. 


hogs:  Slaughter  in  Specified  importing  Countries,  1921  to  Date 


Figure  ! 


hogs:  Slaughter  in  specified  exporting  countries,  1921  to  date 


HEAD 
(MILLIONS) 


United  States 

(inspected  slaughter ) 


Canada 
( inspected  slaughter) 


Irish  Free  State 
( purchases  by  bacon  curers) 


Denmark 
(slaughter  for  export) 


Netherlands 
( slaughter  for  domestic 
consumption  and  export) 
I 


Pol  an  d 

(inspected  slaughter ) 


1921  1924 

U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


1927 


1930 
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1933 


1936 
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Figure  2 
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WORLD  HOG  AMD  PORK  PROSPECTS 
Summary 

In  each  month  during  the  remainder  of  the  present  hog  marketing 
year  (up  to  September  30,  1936)  United  States  hog  slaughter  Probably  will 
he  larger  than  in  the  corresponding  month  last  year.    A  material  increase 
in  slaughter  supplies  compared  with  a  year  earlier  is  likely  in  the  summer 
months,  June  to  September,    L*st  year,  however,  inspected  hog  slaughter 
during  the  summer  was  the  smallest  in  more  than  25  years..    Although  the 
number  of  hogs  slaughtered  under  Federal  inspection  during  the  1935-35 
marketing  year  probably  will  not  he  as  large  as  the  number  slaughtered  in 
1934-35,  the  heavier  average  weights  prohably  will  cause  the  total  tonnage 
of  federally  inspected  hog  Product's  produced  this  year  to  be  larger  than 
in  1934-35. 

Imports  of  all  hog  products  into  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  last 
6  months  have  been  somewhat  smaller  than  a  year  earlier  and  materially 
smaller  than  2  years  earlier.     The  decrease  in  British  imports  of  bacon 
and  ham  in  the  last  2  years  has  been  primarily  the  result  of  Governmental 
restrictions  on  imports  of  such  products  from  non-Empire  countries.  The 
decrease  in  lard  imports  into  Great  Britain  in  the  last  year  has  been  <?ue 
chiefly  to  the  decreased  hog  production  in  the  United  States  resulting 
from  the  1934  drought.     Eor  many  years  Prior  to  1935  the  United  States 
supplied  the  bulk  of  the  British  imports  of  lard.     In  the  period  October 
1935  -  February  1936,  lard  imports  into  Great  Britain  from  the  United 
States  represented  only  33  percent  o'f  the  total  imports.     A  year  earlier 
this  proportion  was  31  percent  and  2  years  earlier  91  -oercent. 
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The  restrictions  on  imports  into  the--'3ritish- market"  were  adopted 

  -a 

largely  to  aid  British  pig  producers.     Recent  Census  returns  indicate  that 
hog  numbers  in  England  and  Wales  at  the  end  of  1935  were  46  percent  larger 
than  in  early  1933,  which  was  about  the  time  the  import  restrictions  became 
effective.     The  number  'of  hogs  in  Germany  in  early  March  1936  was  5  oercent 
larger  than  the  number  on  hand  the  year  earlier.     Germany  reported  an 
increase  in  nearly  all  classes  of  hogs.     The  number  of  bred  sows  in  early 
March  1936  was  14  percent  greater  than  in  Karen  1935.     Thus,  G-enpan  hog 
numbers  may  show  a  further  increase  as  the  present  year  advances. 

As  hog  slaughter  in  this  country  in  1936  increases  from  the  -oresent 
low  level,   it  is  "orobable  that  exoorts  of  hog  products  '""ill  also  increase. 
It  is  not  likely,  however,   that  exports  of  nor''':  and  lard  in  1936  will  reach 
a  level  equal  to  the  1930-1934  average,   since  domestic  slaughter  sullies 
of  hogs  this  year  will  be  much  below  average.     Although  restrictions  to 
inroort s  constituted  the  orincioal  factor  in  the  decrease  in  exoorts  of  hog 
products  from  1931  to  1934,   such  restrictions  in  most  countries  are  not 
sufficiently  severe  to  prevent  a  moderate  increase  from  the  current  low 
level  in  the  exports  of  •nork  and  lard  from  the  United  States.     This  is 
especially  true  in  view  of  the  concessions  secured  by  the  United  States  on 
hog  oroducts  in  several  trade  agreements,  notably  in  the  case  of  Cuba. 

United  States 

In  each  month  during  the  remainder  of  the  oresent  hog  marketing  year 
(up  to  September  30,  1936)  hog  slaughter  ^robably  will  be  larger"than""ih 

the  corresponding  month  of  last  year.     A  material  increase  in  slaughter 
supplies  compared  with  a  year  earlier  is  likely  in  the  summer  months,  June 
to  September,   in  view  of  the  large  increase  in  the  1935  fall  'nig  crop. 
Since  the  number  of  hogs  slaughtered  under  "Federal  inspection  in  the  first 
half  of  the  1935-36  marketing  year  was  much  smaller  than  in  1934-35,  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  head  slaughtered  in  the  next  6  months  Piubably 
will  not  be  large  enough  to  offset  the  decrease  in  the  first  6  months  of 
the  year.     Average  weights  of  hogs  marketed  thus  far  in  1935-36  have  been 
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materially  heavier  than  a  year  earlier,  and  weights  in  the  last  half  of  the 
year  are  likely  tc  continue  heavier  than  last  year.     Thus  the  total  tonnage 
of  federally  inspected  hog  -or o ducts  produced  in  1935-36  -may  "be  slightly 
larger  than  the  production  in  1934-35. 

The  trend  of  hog  prices  in  the  next  3  months,  April  through  June, 
is  likely  to  "be  downward  in  view  of  the  probable  increase  .in  marketings  in 
this  -period.     As  supplies  of  hogs  for  slaughter  «re  seasonally  reduced  in 
the  late  summer,  some  advance  in  ho-sr  prices  probably  will  occur  at  that 
time.     The  extent  of  this  late  summer  advance,  however,  will  defend  partly 
uoon  changes  in  consumer  demand  "between  no"^  and  the  late  summer  and  partly 
upon  how  large  slaughter  supplies  of  other  livestock  are  in  that  -oeriod. 

Prices  of  hogs  rose  steadily  during  March  despite  the  increased 
marketings  in  the  last  half  of  the  month,  and  at  the  end  of  the  month  a 
large  part  of  the  decline  which  occurred  in  late  "February  had  been  regained 
The  weekly  average  price  of  hogs  at  Chicago  declined  from  $10.70  "oer  100 
pounds  for  the  second  week  in  February  to  $9.99  in  the  last  week  of  that 
month,  but  the  rise  during  March  brought  this  average  to  $10.42  for  the 
week  ended  March  28.     The  average  -price  of  hers  at  Chicago  in  March  was 
$10.24  per  100  pounds ,  compared  with  $10.37  in  February  and  $9.09  in  March 
1935.     The  advance  in  -prices  during  March  was  slightly  greater  for  heavy 
weight  hogs  than  for  light  weights.     The  spread  between  the  -price  of  heavy 
weight  and  medium  weight  hogs  was  relatively  narrow  during  the  month,  as 
is  usual  for  this  season  of  the  year.     In  March  last  year,  however,  -prices 
cf  heavy  weight  hogs  were  slightly  higher  than  prices  of  the  medi.um  weights 
whereas  this  year  the  situation  has  been  more  nearly  normal,  with  medium 
weight  hogs  commanding  a  "premium  over  heavy  weights. 

Hog  slaughter  under  federal  inspection  in  March,  amounting  to  about 
2,617,000  head,  was  13  percent  larger  than  in  February,  when  marketings 
were  retarded  because  of  unfavorable  weather  conditions.     Slaughter  in 
March  is  usually  smaller  than  that  of  February.     Although  inspected 
slaughter  in  March  was  about  21  percent  rreater  than  the  very  small 
slaughter  of  March  1935,  it  was  smaller  than  the  slaughter  for  that  month 
in  any  other  post-war  year.     The  increase  in  hog  marketings  which  occurred 
after  the  middle  of  March  was  largely  the  result  of  improved  weather  and 
road  conditions.     In  the  first  6  months  of  the  current  hor  marketing  year, 
October  1935  to  March  1936,  the  total  inspected  slaughter  of  15,796,000 
head  was  about  20  percent  less  than  that  of  the  corresponding  Period  in 
1934-35. 

Average  weights  of  hogs  marketed  were  considerably  heavier  in  March 
than  in  February,  probably  because  of  the  improved  feeding  conditions 
accompanying  the  return  of  more  favorable  weather  in  the  principal  hog 
producing  areas.     The  average  ^°i£ht  of  ho.^s  at  the  seven  leading  markets 
was  240  pounds  in  1'arch,  compared  ^ith  228  pounds  in  ^Vhru^rv  afld  224 
pounds  in  March  1935.     The  increase  in  average  weights  as  compared  with 
a  year  earlier  was  due  chiefly  to  the  fact  that  the  hog-corn  price  ratio 
has  been  more  favorable  for  hog  feeding  this  year  than  last. 

Corn  prices  tended  to  decline  during  most  of  March,  and  with  the 
advance  in  hog  prices  the  hog-corn  price  ratio  increased  during  the  month. 
The  average  price  of  No.  3  Yellow  corn  at  Chicago  for  March  was  60.9  cents 
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per  "bushel  compared  with  61.3  cents  in  February  and  83.3  cents  in  March 
1935.     Based  on  average  farm  prices  for  the  15th  of  the  month,  the  hog- corn 
price  ratio  in  the  North  Central  States'  T  ?s  18.8  in  March  compared  wi'tYt 
19.3  in  February  and  11.0  in  March  a  yeai*  earlier. 

After  weakening  during  the  second  half  of  February,  wholesale  prices 
of  fresh  pork  advanced  during  most  of  March,  although  there  was  a  tendency 
for  prices  of  some  cuts  to  decline  toward  the  end  of  the  month.     Prices  of 
cured  pork  during  most  of  March  were  about  steady  compared  with  prices  in 
February,  but  advanced  during  the  last  week  of  the  month,  probably  "because 
of  a  strong  demand  for  cured  meats  for  the  Easter  trade,     fhe  composite 
wholesale  price  of  hog  products  in  New  York  in  March  was  *20.75  per  100 
pounds,   compared  with  $20.84  in  February  and  $20.47  in  March  1935.  Prices 
of  lard  at  Chicago  rose  steadily  through  "'arch  after  declining  in  January 
and  February,  but  the  average  wholesale  "nrice  of  refined  lard  at  Chicago 
in  March  was  $11.88  "oer  100  pounds,  conroared  with  $12'. 06  in  February.  In 
March  last  year  the  average  price  of  refined  lard  at  Chicago  was  $15.30. 

Exports  of  "both  pork  and  lard  declined  materially  in  February,  with 
total  exports  of  pork  being  the  smallest  for  the  month  in  many  years.  Pur- 
ports of  lard  in  February  were  very  small,  but  were  larger  than  the  monthly 
exports  of  last  summer  and  fall.     Exports  of  both  pork  and  lard  in  February 
were  equal  to  less  than  half  of  the  volume  of  such  products  exported  in  the 
same  month  a  year  earlier.     Shipments  of  both  pork  and  lard  "from  the'prin- 
cipal  ports  in  March  were  larger  than  in  February. 

Exports  of  hams  and  shoulders' in  February,   totaling  2,144,000  pounds, 
were  32  percent  smaller  than  the  quantity  exported  in  January  and  were 
smaller  than  for  any  other  month  of  the  post-war  period.     The  decrease  in 
the  exports  of  these  cuts  apparently  accounts  for  most  of  the  decrease  in 
pork  exports  compared  with  the  preceding  month.     Some  increase  in  exports 
of  canned  pork  was  reported  in  February,  but  the  quantity  of  s\ich  exports 
are  small  relative  to  the  total  pork  exports.     ??con  exports  al?o  declined 
in  February,   the  total  of  186,000  pounds  being  almost  an  insignificant  item 
in  export  trade.     For  many  ^ears  prior  to  1930  exports  of  bacon  were  larger 
than  those  of  any  other  form  of  pork.     Exports  of  fresh  pork,  which  were 
relatively  large  in  1934,  have  declined  rreatly  since  early  1935. 

Lard  exports  in  February,  amounting  to  7,570,000  pounds,  were  more 
than  25  percent  smaller  than  those  in  January.     A  decline  in  the  exports 
of  lard  to  the  United  Kingdom  accounted  for  most  of  the  decrease  in  total 
lard  exports  during  February.     Lard  exports  to  Cuba  and  the  Netherlands 
in  February  were  slightly  larger  than  in  January.     Exports  of  lard  to 
Germany  in  February,  although  larger  than  those  of  the  same  month  a  year 
earlier,  were  smaller  than  the  shipments  in  January  and  much  smaller  than 
the  monthly  shipments  of  lard  to  that  country  in  the  post-war  '"'ears  prior 
to  1934. 

As  hog  slaughter  in  this  country  increases  during  the  remainder  of 
1935,   it  is  probable  that  exports  of  pork  and  lard  will  show  some  increase 
from  the  present  low  level.     It  is  not  likely,  however,   that  total  exports 
of  hog  Products  in  1936  will  return  to  the  level  of  e-"Ports  -nrevailin.?  in 
the  years  from  1930  to  1934.     The  large  decrease  in  exports  since  early 
1935  was  primarily  the  result  of  the  material  decrease  in  domestic  slaughter 
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sullies  of  hogs  rather  than  to'  import  restrictions  which  had  reduced  ex- 
ports 'rom  1931  to  1935'.:  Although  these  import  restrictions  ^or  the. most 
p*rt  remain  in  effect,-  exports  of  hog  products  from  the  United  Statesman 
he  increased  somewhat  without  heing  affected  by  restrictive  measures. 


Canada 

The  price  of  bacon  hogs  at  Toronto  during  the  4-week  period  ended 
March  26  was  $8.49  American  currency  Per  100  pounds  weighed  off  cars  and 
;as  about  10  cents  below  the  February  price.     In  March  1935  the  price  was 
$3.03  Per  100  pounds,  in  March' 1934  $9.09  and  in  March  1933  only  $4.27.. 
The  -orice  of  ffood  and  choice  hogs  of  similar  weights,  i.e.,  180  to  22U 
pounds,,  at  Chicago,  during  the  4  weeks  ended  March  28  was  S10.59  p*r  100 
pounds  compared  with  $9.17  a  year  ago. 

The  pr^ce  of  hogs  at  Chicago  made  a  sharp  advance  in  1935,  the 
average  price  for  the  year' being  $5.24  per  100  rounds  hi -her  than  in  1934. 
Canadian  hog  trices,  however,  made  the  sharpest  rain  of  recent  years  in 
1934  when  the  average  -orice  of  bacon  hogs  at  Toronto  was  $3.45  per  1UU 
pounds  above  1933. 

The  greatest  factor  in  the  advance  of  hog  trices  in  Canada  since 
1933  was  the  favorable  outlet  to  the  British  market  provided  by  the  generous 
bacon  quota  granted  Canada  in  the  Ottawa  agreement  of  1932..     In  the  Jmted 
States  hog  trices  rose  principally  as  a  result  of  improved  demand  and  greatly 
reduced  supplies  resulting  from  the  severe  drought  of  1934.     The  average 
price  of  hors  at  Chicago  was  higher  for  the  vear  1935  than  it  was  in  Canada 
by  about  SO'eents  Per  100  Pounds  and  for  the  first  3  months  of  1936  it  was 
$1.83  higher  than  for  hogs  of  similar  weights  in  Canada. 

Gradings  of  live  hogs  and  hog  carcasses  combined,  in  Canada  for  the 
4  weeks  ended' March  26  amounted  to  254,179  compared  with  235,515  a  year 
ago,  an  increase  of  8  percent.  ■  Gradings  of  live  hogs  and  hog  carcasses..  . 
for  the  first  13  weeks' of  this  year  amounted  to  783,860  head  compared  with 
802,323  head  a  year  ago,  a  decrease  of  2  percent.     Ontario  was  the  only 
province  so  far' showing  increased  supplies.     Increases  also  are  to  be  ex 
pected  later  in  Quebec  and  Alberta. 

Despite  the  smaller  total  number  of  hogs  graded  in  Canada  so  far 
this  year,  exports  of  live  hogs  and  of  pork  products  from  Canada  increased 
slightly  in  the  first  2  months  of  1936.     The  total  Quantity  of  Pork  products 
exported  during  that  period  (live  hogs  converted  to  a  dressed  meat  basis; 
was  approximately  31,536,000  Pounds,  compared  with  30,279,000  pounds  for 
the  same  period  a  year  ago,  an  increase"  of  4'perce^.    Kerens  exports  to 
the  United  Kingdom' in  January  *nd  February  !<**&,  totaling  28 ,000  000  pounds, 
decreased  2  percent,  there  was  an  increase  in  exports  to  the  United  btates 
to  3,248,000',  an  increase  of  29  percent  above  a  year  ago  during  the  same 
period  (live  hogs  converted  to  a  meat  basis). 

Attracted  by  favorable  Prices  in  the  United  States,  Canada  shipped 
about  3,000  live  hogs  to  this  country  in  the  first  2  months  of  this  year 
compared  with  practically  none  last  year  during  the  corresponding'  period. 
Shipments  of  live  hogs  to  this  country  during  the  entire  year  1935  reached 
15,000  head,  whereas  such  shipments  did  not  exceed  2,000  head  annually 
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during  the  years  1929  .  to  1934.   .  .The  largest  live  hog  exports  to  this 
country  from  Canada  occurred  in  1914  when  the  number  reached  215,000  head,  • 
the  next  largest  exportation  being  195,000  head  in- 1927.     Exports  of  bacon 
and  pork  from  Canada,  to.  the.  United  .States  for  the  -first  2  months  of  1936 
amounted  to  1,836,000  pounds,  compared  with  only  251,000  pounds  in  the 
corresponding  period  of  1935. 

Bacon  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  -from  Canada  amounted  to  only 
11,050,000  pounds  in  February  and  were  about  1,000,000  pounds  smaller  than 
in  January  and  almost  4,000,000  smaller  than  in  February  1935."  An-nroxi-' 
mately  98  percent  of  the.  total  Canadian  bacon  exports  rent  to.  the  United 
Kingdom.     Combining  exports  of  bacon  and  hams,  pork,  and  lard,  exports  to 
the  United  Kingdom  in  the  first  2  months  of  1936  declined  2,000,0^0  pounds  : 
or  6  uercent. 

Exports  of  bacon  from  Canada  to  all  countries  for  the  first  2  months 
of  the  year  1936  showed  a  decrease  of  17  percent  to  23,462,000  pounds. 
There  has  been  a  substantial  increase  in  lard  exports,  principally  to  the 
United  Kingdom,   the  quantity  in  February  1936  amounting  to  2,669,000  pounds 
or  almost  4  times  the  Quantity  exported  in  February  a  year  ago.     Total  lard 
exports  from  Canada  in  the  first  2  months  of  1936  amounted. to  4,349,000 
pounds  against  only  1,140,000  a  year  earlier. 

United  Kingdom  and  Iri sh  Frpe  State 

.    The  United  States  shipments  of  bacon  and" ham-  to  the  British  market 
continue  at  low  levels,  British  import  figures  'in  February  193.6  reported 
at  very  little  over  2,000,000  pounds.     Bacon  imports  from  the  United  States 
were  negligible,  and  ham  imports  for  the  first  time  were  second  in  absolute 
quantity  to  those  from  another  source  -  Canada. 

The  United  States  cured-pork  quota  as  announced  for  the  first  4 
months  of  the  year  amounts  to  approximately  16,149,000  pounds,  or  over 
8,000,000  pounds  for  the  period  January-February.     For  the  p^st  2  years, 
however,  United  States  shipments  for  the  first  4  months  "by  special  arrange- 
ment  have  been  at  the  rate  of  28  percent  of  the  year' s  quota  rather  than  33 
percent,  allowing  for  seasonally  heavier  shipments  durin~  the  summer  months. 
On  account  of  the  unusual  supply  conditions  in  the  United  States,   the  British 
Government  has  also  granted  United  States  shippers  a  2 , 800 , 000-pound  abate- 
ment to  cover  estimated  shortages  during  the  first  4  months  of  1936.  Con- 
sidering the  seasonally  reduced  rate  and  the  allowance  granted,  shipments 
for  the  first  4  months  should  amount  to  nearly  10,809,000  pounds,  or  around 
5,400,000  pounds  during  the  period  January-February .     ictus 1  imports  from 
the  United  States  into  the  United  Kingdom  for  January  and  February  have 
totaled  4,472,000  pounds,  or  54  percent  of  the  original  quota  and  only  83 
percent  of  the  adjusted  allotment  of  5,400,000.     It  will  be  necessary, 
therefore,  for  United' States  shipments  to  average  over  3,0OO,0n0  nounds 
monthly  during  March  and  April  to  make  up  the  deficiency  now  existing  even 
in  the  greatly  reduced  allotment  indicated,    (see  table,  nase  7). 

Liverpool  bacon  quotations  remained  ^irm  during  the  month  o^  March., 
with  the  average  price  of  Danish  Wiltshire  sides  at  $20.56  -oer  hundred 
pounds  and  Canadian  green  sides  at  $17.87.    Both  March  averages  were 
approximately  17  percent  above  corresponding  1935  figures  and  were  the 
highest  since  March  1930.     American  green  ."belly -  quotations  were  nominal.  , 
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United  Kingdom:     Cured  pork  import  allotments  to  the  United  States 
and  monthly  imports  from  tli^  United  States, 
1933-1935 


1< 

533 

:            1934  : 

1935 

1936 

Month 



\  Quota 

Import  s 



[ptiota 



Imports 



^uota 

Imports 

Quota 

Import. 

1/  , 

1/ 



1,000 

1 , 000 

;  1,000 

1,000  : 

1,  000 

1,000  : 

1,000: 

1,000 

pounds 

pounds 

"pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

p  ound  3 

Jan  

:  4,480 

:  4,398 

•  3,764 

:.  .  2,730 

4,  322 

3,020 

•  4,308 

2,324 

Feb  

4,  755 

3,466 

;  3,399 

3,904 

5',  017 

3,989' 

2,148 

Jan -Feb. . 

total. . . 

9,235 

7,864 

,  7,163 

5 , 052 

,  8,226 

.  6,037 

8,297 

4,472 

Mar  

6,174 

:  3,464 

3,857 

5,236 

4,322 

:     3 ,  4C  9 

3,990 

Apr  

5,492 

:  5,887 

:  4,876 

:  5,081 

4,182 

4,699 

3,862 

May  .. 

5,643 

7,690  : 

5,038 

4,948 

4,249 

5,C06 

June  

5,707 

•  *,293 

4,876 

:  5,267 

:  4,111 

•  5,916 

July  

:  7,108 

10,640 

5,038 

9,866 

4,384 

.  6,257 

August . . . 

:      6 ,944 

5,  776 

4,560 

7,173 

4,384 

:  4,349 

Sept  

:      5,704  : 

7,241 

:  4,560 

:  3,717 

4,243 

•  3,510 

Oct  

4,612 

5,594 

4,561 

3,690  : 

3,835 

2,437 

Nov  

:  3,888 

5,794 

•  4,560 

4,249 

3,712 

2,903 

Dec  

3,754  - 

4,-229  • 

4,561- 

3,799 

3,83-5 

4,682 

Total. . . 

:  64,272 

70,472 

: 53, 650 

58,078 

: 49, 483 

49 , 205 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Division. 

1/    Figures  do  not  reflect  the  special  agreement  allowing  the  Unit3d  States  to 
ship  28  percent  of  estimated  annual  quota  during  first  4  months,  47  percent 
during  second  4  months,  and  25  percent  during  last  4  months  of  the  year. 


Imports  of  Danish  bacon  in  February,  at  about  30,000,000  pounds,  were 
nearly  2,000,000  pounds  under  January  receipts.     The  total  for  tlx;  period 
October-February,  at  a  little  over  162,000,000  pounds,  was  10  percent  below 
corresponding  1234-35  imports  and  56  percent  less  than  those  of  the  peak  season 
of  1931-32.    Danish  imports  represented  54  percent  of  the  total  bacon  imports 
for  the  current  season  to  February  29,  the  same  as  in  the  corresponding  periods 
of  the  2  immediately  preceding  seasons,  as  against  63  percent  during  October- 
February  1932-33  and  69  percent  in  1931-52. 

During  the  current  season  to  the  end  of  February,  imports  of  Irish  Free 
State  bacon  into  the  United  Kingdom  have  exceeded  comparable  1934-35  imports 
by  nearly  3,000,000  pounds  and  have  been  higher  than  for  any  similar  period 
since  1^28-29. 
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Bacon  imports  from  Canada  have  been  maintained  at  the  relatively  high 
monthly  rate  of  over  8,500, COO  pounds  since  November  1935,  the  total  for  the 
5  months  October  1935  to  February  1936  standing  at  nearly  40,000,000  pounds. 
This  figure  represents  a  reduction  of  15  percent  from  comparable  1934-35 
record  imports  but  a  6  percent  increase  over  imports  of  the  October-February 

1933-  34  period..    The  current  figures  are  nearly  6-3/4  times  as  large  as  those 
for  1931-32  imports.  

Total  bacon  imports  of  300,000,000  pounds  into  the  United  Kingdom  for 
the  1935-36  season  to  the  end  of  February  showed  a  dscrease  from  comparable  ■ 

1934-  35  figures  of  9  percent  and  from  imports  of  1931-32  of  44  percent. 

Liverpool  quotations  on  American  short  cut  green  hams  advanced  during 
March  to  make  an  average  of  $19.65  per  hundred  -  pounds  for  the  month  as' 
against '$18,71  for  January  and.  $18.22 -for  February  1935 i.  .  Imports  from  the  • 
United  States  totaled  less  than  i4, 000, 000 ■ pounds • for  the  period  October  1935 
to  February  1936.    This  represents  a  reduction' of ' 15  percent  from  comparable 
imports  of  a  year  earlier  and • of : 32  percent  from  those  of  1932-33*     In  the- 
October  to  February^ period  imports  from  the  United  States  represented     ■ •   •  ■ 
51  percent  of  the  total  ham  imports.    For  the  corresponding  1934-35  period- 
the  proportion  of  the  total  imports  represented  by  shipments  from  the  United 
States  was  59  percent  and  for  1933-34,  61  percent.     Canadian  shipments  for 
the  month  of  February  were  11  percent  above  those  from  the  United  -  States  and 
represented  45  percent  of  total  imports  of  -  ham  into  the  United  Kingdom  as 
against  41  percent  from  the  United  States. :  The  remaining  14  percent  was 
supplied  principally  by  the  Irish  Free  State,  Argentina,  and  Poland. 

Liverpool  lard  quotations  during  March  remained  steady  at  about  $13.00 
per  hundred  pounds.    The  average  for  the  month-  was  70  cents:  below  the  March 
1935  average,  but  nearly  double  that  of  March  1934.    Lard  imports  of  about 
22,000,000  pounds  from  the  United  States  for  t-Ve  -3  • -oaths-  October  to  February 
compare  with  81,000,000  pounds  in  the  corresponding  1934-35  period  and 
123,000,000  pounds  in  1933-34.    The  United  States  share  declined  from  90  per- 
cent in  1933-34  to  81  percent  in  1934-35  and  to  33  percent  in  the  comparable 
months  of  the  current  season.    Total  lard  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom 
this  season  to  February  29  were  33  percent  below  those  of  October-February 
1934-35  and  51  percent  below  1933-34  imports.    Canada  ranked  next  to  the  United 
States  in  shipments  of  lard  to  the  United  Kingdom  during  February,  supplying 
16  percent  of  the  total,  with  Brazilian  shipments  amounting  to  over  12  percent 
of  the  total  for  the  month. 

Receipts  of  British  and  Irish  fresh  pork  at  London  Central  Markets 
during  February  were  3,000,000  under  January  figures  and  for  the  first  time 
this  season  were  below  corresponding  monthly  receipts  of  a  year  earlier.  The 
total  for  the  season  to  February  29,  however,  is  still  some  9  percent  above 
the  comparable  total  for  1934-35. 

On  December  4,  1935  a  voluntary  census  of  livestock  numbers  in  England 
and  Wales  was  made  in  order  to  obtain  further  information  concerning  the 
changes  in  distribution  of  livestock  throughout  England  and  Wales  as  between 
summer  and  winter  and  to  assist  in  estimating  the  probable  future  supplies  of 
home  produced  meat.    The  result  of  the  survey  indicates  a  still  further  in- 
crease in  hog  numbers. 
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The  number  of  hogs  on  December  4,  1935  was  estimated  at  4,113,000, 
according  to  statistics  published  in  the  Agricultural  Market  Report  of  March  C, 
1936.    This  is  an  increase  of  8  percent  above  the  June  1935  estimate  with 
which  it  is  obviously  not  strictly  comparable  as  the  estimates  were  at 
different  times  of  the  year.    There  is  usually  a  decline  in  number  between 
June  and  December,  but:  this  year  there  appears  to  have  been  an  increase. 

A'  comparison  cf  the  December  1935  estimate  with  that  of  February  1933 
shows  an  increase  of  46  percent  since  that  date,  whereas  since  January  1930 
there  hos  been  an  increase  cf  almost  ICC  percent  in  hog  numbers. 

The  number  of  sows  kept  for  breeding,  including  bred  gilts,  in 
December  1935  was  reported  at  507,000  and  was  3  percent  larger  than  in  Feb- 
ruary 1933  and  6  7  percent  above  the  January  1930  estimate.    The  rate  of 
increase  between  1933  and  1935,  however,  appears  to  be  less  than  between  the 
year  193C  and  1933. 

There  has  been  a  fairly  large  increase  in  hogs  other  than  breeding 
stock.    The  number  of  other  hogs  (butcher  hogs)  of  all  ages  was  3,556,000  on 
December  4,  1935,  an  increase  of  8  percent  above  the  number  on  hand  in  June. 
As  compared  with  February  1933  there  is  an  increase  of  46  percent  and  as 
compared  with  January  1930,  an  increase  of  91  percent.    An  increase  in 
slaughter  supplies  in  1936  is  suggested  by  these  figures. 

Marketings  of  fat  hogs  at  the  representative  English  and  V/elsh  markets 
during  the  first  12  weeks  of  1936  amounted  to  229, COO,  an  increase  of  7  percent 
ab ove  the  c orr e s  poinding  per  lod 7  of  1935 . 


England  and  Yfeles:    lv umber  of  hogs  on  December  4,  1935  with  comparisons 


Sows  kept  • 

Boars  : 

Other  hoes 

Month 

for  breed- 

being 5 

Total 

and 

ing  (incl. 

used  ' 

Under 

2  months 

hogs 

year 

pregnant  : 

for 

2  months 

and 

gilts) 

service  ■ 

above 

Thousands  : 

Tiiou&ahds 

Thousands 

Thousands 

•  Thousands 

June  1929. 

307 

22 

2 , 038 

:'        2 , 367 

Jan.  1950, 

304 

:  21 

328  : 

2,153 

June  1930. 

315 

21 

:  1,974 

:  2,310 

June  1931. 

3©  ■         403  o  B; 

26 

2,355 

:        2 , 783 

June  1932. 

:>1  425 

:           29  : 

2,730 

:  3,184- 

Feb.  1933. 

402 

29 

:                2 , 392 

:  2,823 

June  1933. 

:  406 

29 

819 

1,815 

3,069 

June  1934. 

ftftfg  450. 

31 

:  989 

1,870 

:  3,320 

June  1935. 

:  494 

:  40 

1,205 

:  2,074 

:  3,813 

Dec. 4, 1935 

:  507 

:    :  41 

1,046 

:  2,519 

:  4,113 

Compiled  from  Agricultural  Market  Report,  March  6,  1936. 
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As  in  the  case  of , England  and  Wales  there  was  an  increase  in  hog 
numbers  in  Northern  Ireland  between  June  1935  and  January  1,  1936  but  also  . 
the  same  trend  was  noticed  between  June  1933  and  January  1934. 

The  number  of  hogs  on  January  1,  1936  in  Northern  Ireland  was  esti- 
mated at  488,000  an  increase  of  22  percent  above  December  1934,  65  percent 
above  January  1934  and  130  percent  above  January  1931.    The  rate  of  increase 
in  1935  was  greater  than  in  1934  or  the  increase  between  January  1931  and 
January  1934. 

The  number  of  sows  kept  for  breeding  on  January  1,  1936  was  52,000,  an 
increase  of  24  percent  above  the  number  on  hand  on  December  1,  1934,  indicating 
a  further  increase  in  hog  numbers  in  1936. 

Between  June  1935  and  January  1936  there  was  an  increase  of  6  percent 
in  hogs  other  than  breeding  stock.     The  number  at  the  later  date  was  434,000 
or  21  percent  above  the  number  on  hand  on  December  1,  1934,  indicating  larger 
slaughter  supplies  in  1936  than  in  1935.    During  the  first  12  weeks  of  1936 
the  number  of  hogs  bought  for  curing  in  Northern  Ireland  numbered  124,000 
head,  an  increase,  of  48  percent  above  the  same  period  of  1935. 


Northern  Ireland:  Number  of  hogs  on  January  1,  lri3£  with  comparisons 


Year  and 
month 
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:                    6'.  res. 
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Thousands 
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June 

1930 

20 

"  1/ 

y7g           .  — 

2/ 

18 

216 

Jan. 

1931 

212 

June 

1931 

22~  ~ 

197 

'  2/ 

17 

:  236 

June 

1932  ; 

20  . 

.  1/ 

:  162 

2/ 

18 

:  220 

June 

1933  : 

26 

222  • 

2/ 

23  . 

271 

Jan. 

1934  . 

295 

June 

1934 

40 

316 

24 

380 

Dec.  1, 

1934  : 

42 

i 

199       :  132 

27 

401 

June 

1935  : 

48 

r 

.234       i  147 

28  : 

458 

Jan.  1, 

1936  : 

229       :  173 

32 

488 

Compiled  from  Agricultural  Statistics,  International  Institute  of  Agriculture 
May  1954,  and  mimeographed : sheet  dated .February  1926  issued  by  government  of 
Northern  Ireland,  Minister  of  Agriculture. 
1/  Included  with  other  hogs  6  months  and  over. 
2/  B^ars  included. 
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Denmark 

The  hog  industry  in  Denmark  is  probably  in  a  more  satisfactory  con- 
dition than  in  any  other  important  hog-producing  country  in  Europe,  accord- 
ing to  Agricultural  Commissioner  H.  E.  Reed  at  Berlin.    Between  1932  and^ 
1934  hog  numbers  were  reduced  approximately  40  percent  and  since  the  middle 
of  1934  hog  production  has  been  in  line  with  market  possibilities.    The  ad- 
justment* which  hare  taken  place  in  the  Danish  hog  industry  have  largely 
been  the  result  of  measures  adopted  in  1933  following  Great  Britain's 
quantitative  restrictions  on  imports  of  cured  pork.     Considering  the  un- 
certainties which  have  existed  as  to  the  tonnage  which  could  be  exported  bo 
Great  Britain,  together  with  the  fact  that  the  Danish  control  measures  have 
been  applied  directly  to  marketings  and  not  to  production,  the  adjustments 
have  been  a  real  achievement.    While  the  present  situation  appears  satis- 
factory, future  trends  in  Danish  hog  production  are  not  clear  and,  as  is 
the  case  with  other  European  hog-exporting  countries,  much  depends  upon 
economic  and  political  developments  in  Europe. 

Danish  inspected  hog  slaughter  in  1955,  at  4,331,000  head,  was  11.5 
percent  smaller  than  in  1934,  and  44.7  percent  below  the  high  point  reached 
in. 1932,  according  to  Vice  Consul  E.  Gjessing  at  Copenhagen.    Danish  prices 
of  export  bacon  were  higher  during  1935  than  in  1934,  averaging  158. So  crowns 
per  100  kilos  (4>15.77  per  100  pounds).    The  total  export  value  of  all  hog 
products  in  1935  amounted  to' 427 ,000 ,000  crowns  ($93,442,118)   compared  with 
450,600,000  crowns  ($101,385,000)   in  1934,  and  484,000,000  crrwns  ($92,298,000. 
in  1933. 

••  -    ••     About  84  percent  of  the  hogs  slaughtered  in  1935  were  sent  to  British 
bacon  markets,  as  against  about  81  percent  in  1934.    Shipments  to  Great 
Britain  averaged  about  74,000  hogs  weekly,  against  about  75,000  in  1934, 
and  102-,000  weekly  in  1933.    The  shipments  are  governed  by  the  British 
import  control  program,"  which  forms  the  basis  for  the  Danish  hog  marketing 
control  plan.    The  basic  bacon  hog  prices  are  set  in  accordance  with 
British  bacon  prices,  and  cards  are  issued  periodically  to  cover  the  number 
of  hogs  eligible  to  receive  the  expert  price.  .  In  1935,  cards  were  issued 
to  cover  4,027,000  hogs,  representing  90  percent  of  the  total  inspected 
slaughter  of  hogs. 

;  Germany 

-  Afurther  increase  in  German  hog  market  receipts  brought  the 
Februaryfigure  for  14  cities  up  to  226,000  head,  according  to  cabled  in 
formation  from  the  Berlin  office  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service. 
Increased  hog  numbers  and  regulations  designed  to  confine  sales  to  es- 
tablished channels  continue  to  produce  larger  marketing  figures.    For  the 
period  October-February  1935-36,  however,  'total  receipt  s  were  43  percent 
below  the  corresponding  1934-35  total.    Hog  slaughter  r.t  36  centers  also 
increased  in  February,  with  the  total  for  the  season  to  February  29  slightly 
more  than  43  percent  below  last  year's  comparable  figures. 

The  larger  number  of  hoss  reported  as  of  March  3,  1936,  was  largely 
responsible  for  an  increase  effective  April  6  in  the  permitted  weekly  hog 
slaughter  by  firms  and  individuals.    The  new  figure  is  80  percent  of  the 
average  weekly  hog  slaughter  by  such  firms  and  individuals  in  the  period 
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October  1,  1934  -  September  28,  193!:  .    The  permitted  slaughter  has  been  in- 
creased from  60  percent  of  the  base  figure  as  supplies  have  become'  mere 
available  and  as  regulations  against  direct  marketing  have  become  more  effec- 
tive since  late  in  1935. 

The  number  of  hogs  in  Germany  on  March  3,  1936  was  21,138,000  which 
was  an  increase  of  5  percent  compared-  with  the  number  a  year  earlier  accord- 
ing to  a  cable  to  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Division  from  Agricultural 
Commissioner  H.  S.  Reed.    A  further  increase  in  hog  numbers  in  the  next  6 
months  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  the  number  of  bred  sows  was  14  percent 
greater  than  the  number  reported  in  March  1935.    Young  bred  sows  of  6  months 
to  1  year  numbered  572,000  on  March  3,  1936,  an  increase  of  12  percent  above 
a  year  ago,  whereas  bred-  sows  of  over  1  year  'numbered  835,000,  an  increase  of 
15  percent. 

All  classes  of  hogs  increased  with  the  exception  of  slaughter  hogs 
over 1  year,  which  decreased  36  percent.    The  numbers  in  the  other  classes, 
excluding  bred  sows  and  slaughter  hogs  over  1  year,  were  as  follows  in 
thousands  of  head  with  percentage  of  last  year  given  in  parentheses;  young 
pigs  under  8  weeks,  5,502  (112);  pigs  8  weeks  to  6  months,  9,590  (TOO. 2); 
slaughter  hogs  6  months  to  1  year,  3,656  (108);  brood  sews  6  months  to  1  year, 
594  (108);  brood  sows  over  1  year,  1,401  (113). 


Germany:  Number  of  hogs  on  March  1,  1936,  with  comparisons 


Farrows 

Young 
pigs 

Hogs 6  months  to 

1  yearj 

Hogs 

over  1  year 

March 

:  under 

8 

Total , 

Brood 

sows  : 

"  :F1TT7 

Brood 

sows 

Grand 

1-5 

8 

weeks 

excl. 

.In  far- 

excl. 

"in'far- 

:  total 

weeks 

to  6 

sows  & 

Total  r.oj7-(-pr.og 

sows  & 

•  Total  row(preg- 

months 

boars 

■  TTious. 

.  nant) : 

:boars 

nant) 

Thous . 

•    Thous . 

:  Thous . 

"  Thous.; 

Thous". " 

,  "Thou.s".  " 

:  Thous. 

1931 

5,750 

10  , 230 

5,176 

706 

425: 

291 

:  1,517 

927 

21,790 

1932 

:  5,014 

9,975 

.  3,256 

549 

323: 

298 

:     1  ,-425 

875 

:     20 , 633 

1933 

:  5,152 

9  ,379 

:  3,392 

528 

:  316: 

294 

:  1,381 

832 

20,238 

1934 

:  5,715 

10  ,022 

3  ,S31 

561 

: . '    327 : 

334 

1,433 

841 

:  22,010 

1935 

:  4,920 

9,574 

3,393 

554 

333: 

444- 

1,236 

724  : 

20  , 225 

1936 

5  ,502 

9,590 

3,656:  594: 

372  j 

885; 

1,401 

835  : 

21 , 138 

Compiled  from  cable  received  from  Commissioner  H.  E.  Reed,  and  original 
official  sources  for  earlier  years. 
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There  has  been  little  change  in  the  German  fat  supply  situation. 
Total  imports  of  lard  for  February  were  mors  then  7,000,000  pounds,  the 
largest  imports  since  irat  November  and  more  than  2,000,000  pounds  larger 
than  the  February  1935  imports.    Denmark  was  the  chief  supplier  in  February, 
sending  nearly  2,500,000  pounds,  compared  with  around  1,200,000  pounds  from 
Hungary,  usually  chief  source  of  supply  in  recent  months.    Yugoslavia  and 
Argentina  also  made  important  contributions,  with  only  291,000  pounds  credited 
to  the  United  States.     The  Netherlands  sent  only  67,000  pounds.     Total  lard 
imports  for  the  period  October  1,  1935  to  February  29,  1936  were  41.4  percent 
large;--  than  those  of  a  year,  earlier,  but  they  were  35.7  percent  smaller 
than  the  imports  in  1933-34,  and  64.5  percent  below  figures  for  1932-33. 

Bacon  imports  continue  slightly  below  last  year's  level,  with  the 
Netherlands  as  the  leading  supplier.     In  February  j  Yugoslavia  was  in  second 
plaoe,  followed  by  Hungary  and  Denmark.    Total  imports  for  the  month  amounted 
to  little  more  than  2,000,000  pounds,  with  imports  for  the  period  October 
to  February  being  15.3  percent  below  those  of  last  season. 

Other  countries 

South  American  lard  exports  larg_-;  in  1955.  -  Total . exports  of  lard 
from  Brazil  and  Argentina  for  the  year  1935  amounted  to  about  49,000,000 
pounds,  according  to  estimates  b--;sed  on  information  supplied  by  United  States 
Consular  Officers.     That  figure  represents  an  unusually  large  movement  of 
South  Americpn  lard  into  export  channels,  but  it  is  equivalent  to  only  about 
50  percent  of  the  greatly  reduced  exports  from  the  United  States  during  the 
same  period  and  less  than  10  percent  of  the  usual  United  States  exports. 
The  large  exports  from  South  America  reflected  the  shortage  of  United  States 
lard  on  European  markets  and  the  unusually  high  prices  obtainable  there. 
Most  of  the  South  American  lard  went  to  the  British  market. 

At  28,000,000  pounds  for  the  period  January-November  1935,  exports 
of  lard  from  3razil  exceeded  combined  shipments  from  Brazil  and  Argentina 
for  t  e  entire  year  1934  by  55  percent  and  comparable  1934  Brazilian  exports 
by  192  percent.    Argentine  lard  exports  of  nearly  7,500,000  pounds  for  1935 
also  were  much  above  average,  showing  an  increase  over  1934  figures  of  177 
percent  and  nearly  equaling  the  combined  1934  exports  from  Brazil  and  Ar- 
gentina.    It  is  unlikely  that  such  exports  from  either  Brazil  or  Argentina 
will  continue  after  lard  from  the  United  States  is  again  available  in  normal 
quantities,  though  indications  are  for  continued  relatively  large  shipments 
during  1936. 


HP- 7  7  -  14'. 

Hogs  and  pork  product: 


Indices  of  foreign  supplies  and  demand 


Oct.  - 

Eeb. 

19 09- 10 : 

1924-25: 

Country  and  item 

Unit  . 

.  to  ; 
1913-14: 

average : 

to  : 
1928-29: 

average : 

1932-33: 

1933-34: 

1934-55: 

1935-36 

UNITED  KINGDOM 

Production 

Supplies,  domestic 

1,000 

fresh  pork,  London 

pounds 

30,483 

44,266 

36, 111 

58,924 

42,555 

Imports 

Bacon 

Denmark   

98,-904 

207,453 

313,509 

204, 082 

180,479 

162,203 

Irish  Free  State 

26,  778. 

10,263 

14,276 

20,701 

23,450 

United  States  . 

78,471 

. 46,916 

1,578 

2,313 

1,622 

799 

15,974 

33,510 

6,951 

37,495 

46,668 

39, 732 

Others   

17 , 010 

61,983 

164,315 

113,490 

81, 949 

74,097 

Total   

•  210,359 

376, 640 

496,418 

371,655 

551,420 

300,281 

36,919 

.49,767 

34,079 

30, 055 

27,492 

27,116 

Lard,  total  . 

.  95,585 

108,006 

114,633 

136,483 

99,451 

66,880 

DENMARK 

Exports 

tr 

205,721 

317,526 

214,458 

181,187 

CANADA 

Slaughter 

Hogs,   inspected  . 

1000' s 

732 

1,230 

1,174 

1,298 

1,519 

1,309 

GERMANY 

Production 

Hog  receipts 

14  cities   

it 

1,334 

1,310 

1,343 

1,436 

815 

Hog  slaughter 

it 

:  1,844 

1,662 

1,  784 

1,824 

1,934 

1,087 

Imports 

1,000 

Bacon,  total  .... 

pound  s 

:  1,305 

8,890 

17,855 

13,953 

13,728 

11,644 

Lard,  total   

85 , 046 

92,334 

117,397 

64,898 

29,713 

41, 732 

UNITED  STATES 

Slaughter 

Hogs,  inspected  . 

1000 's 

:  14,927 

22,070 

20,514 

20,913 

17,221 

13,179 

Exports 

Bacon 

1,000 

United  Kingdom 

:  pounds 

:  57,392 

28,428 

1,275 

1,094 

927 

341 

;  947 

4,747 

1,045 

2,181 

0 

0 

!  3,094 

8,999 

1,688 

1,557 

2,157 

381 

it 

:  78,202 

61, 697 

7,955 

11,194 

4,094 

1,111 

Ham,   shoulders  . . 

United  Kingdom 

:  56,747 

56 , 784 

20, 094 

21,577 

17,547 

14,179 

Total   

:  65,481 

69, 046 

24,168 

25,476 

22, 046 

16,669 

Lard 

United  Kingdom 

:  72,817 

93,664 

119,202 

129,490 

71,557 

24 , 913 

Germany   

:  62,463 

79,896 

85,926 

41 , 742 

2,513 

2,205 

:  14,893 

35,047 

3,781 

4,800 

14,863 

7,634 

Netherlands  . . . 

:  17,255 

20,471 

19,710 

15 , 355 

9 

39 

Total   

:  204,561 

313,436 

275,250 

240,263 

96,336 

36,147 
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Hogs  and  pork  products:    Foreign  and  domestic  average  prices  per  100  pounds 
for  the  month  indicated,  and  stocks  at  the  end  of  each  month 


Item 

^1909-1913' 
average 

1925-1929 
average 

:Feb.  1935 

:Jan.  1936 

:Feb.  1936 

,  Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

PRICES 

KOf'Sj  Chicago,  basis 

packers'  and  shippers' 

7.43 

10.68 

8.35 

9.85 

10.37 

Corn,  Chicago,  No.  3  Yellow 

1.  02 

1. 64 

1.57 

1.08 

1.  09 

Hogs,  heavy,  Berlin,  live 

11 . 39 

14.32 

15.  78 

17.  70 

17.70 

Potatoes,  Breslau  feeding  . 

.39 

.54 

.  86 

Barley,  Leiuzig   

:        1. 76 

3.  07 

3.  23 

3.29 

lard  - 

10.18 

14 . 31 

14.44 

12.15 

12.06 

11.60 

15.03 

13.43 

13.48 

12.99 

13.91 

15.40 

13.14 

12.83 

Cured  pork  -  : 

Liverpool  : 

hams   

13.  00 

22.  04 

19. 10 

1  8  71 

American  green  bellies  : 

20.23 

15.11 

15.19 

15.27 

Danish  Wiltshire  sides  : 

14.20 

21.96 

18.82 

19.43 

20.58 

Canadian  green  sides  . . 

13.49 

20.92 

15.22 

16.45 

17.82 

1 ,  000 

1,000 

1,  000 

1,  000 

1,  000 

STOCKS  : 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

United  States  : 

795,507 

671,315 

436 , 042 

451,800 

Lard  in  c  old  storage  .... 

120,  024 

110,508 

75,669 

78,879 

1/  Dry  salt  cured  and  in  process  of  cure;  pickled,  cured,  and  in  process  of  cure; 
and  frozen. 
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78  WORLD  HOG  AND  PORK  PROSPECTS 

Quarterly  Summary 


Increases  in  the  numbers  of  hogs  on  hand  in  the  spring  of  1936  were 
reported  in  Germany,  Denmark  and  the  Netherlands.     In  all  three  of  these 
countries  the  number  of  bred  sows  in  early  1936  was  larger  than  a  year 
earlier,  indicating  that  a  further  increase  in  numbers  in  the  remainder  of 
1936  is  probable.     Also  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  an  increase  in  the 
1936  spring  pig  crop  is  expected.     The  expansion  in  hog  numbers  above  noted 
doubtless  will  result  in  an  increase  in  hog  slaughter  in  the  various  countries 
later  this  year.     Changes  in  hog  slaughter  in  the  last  half  of  the  present 
year  as  well  as  further  changes  in  hog  numbers,  howevar,  will  depend  to  a 
considerable  extent  upon  the  production  of  feed  crops  in  1936.     In  the  last 
year  the  relationship  between  hog  prices  and  feed  prices  in  most  important 
producing  countries  has  been  favorable  for  increased  hog  production. 

Imports  of  hog  products  into  Germany  have  increased  considerably  in 
the  last  6  months.     Practically  all  of  the  German  imports,  however,  are  now 
being  secured  from  other  continental  European  countries  including  Poland, 
Denmark,  Netherlands  and  the  Danube  countries  and  such  imports  have  been  made 
possible  largely  by  barter  agreements  between  the  various  countries  and 
Germany.     Imports  of  Anerican  hog  products  into  Germany  have  been  very  small 
in  recent  months  chiefly  because  of  foreign  exchange  conditions  in  Germany 
and  relatively  short  supplies  of  such  products  in  the  United  States  for 
export. 

Imports  of  bacon  and  hams  into  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  last  6  months 
have  been  somewhat  smaller  than  a  year  earlier  as  a  result  of  the  restrictions 
on  imports  to  that  country.     Although  total  imnorts  were  reduced,  shipments 
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from  Empire  countries  including  Canada  and  the  Irish  Free  State  have  represent 
ed  a  much  larger  proportion  of  the  total  than  usual.      Restrictions  have 
applied  solely  to  imports  from  non-Empire  countries.     Lard  imports  into  Great 
Britain  in  the  last  6  months  were  about  33  percent  smaller  than  a  year  earlier 
Although  the  United  States  continued  to  be  the  leading  source  of  British  lard 
imports,  imports  from  other  countries  in  1935-36  represented  a  larger 
proportion  of  the  total  than  usual. 

Domestic  hog  prices  declined  during  late  April  and  early  May  as  hog 
slaughter  increased.     Slaughter  supplies  in  the  United  States  probably  will 
continue  to  increase  through  June  with  some  decrease  expected  in  the  late 
summer.     In  view  of  the  high  hog-corn  price  ratio  in  the  last  6  months,  it 
is  likely  that  the  1936  spring  pig  crop  is  materially  larger  than  that  of 
1935.     Such  an  increase  will  be  reflected  in  larger  supplies  of  hogs  for 
domestic  slaughter  after  next  September. 

Hog  Numbers 

Estimates  of  hog  numbers  in  the  spring  of  this  year  bear  out  earlier 
indications  of  increased  hog  production  in  important  producing  countries  in 
iy^b    with  further  expansion  probable  as  a  result  of  the  continued  favorable 
nog-leed  price  ratio  in  most  countries. 

Already  increases  in  total  hog  numbers  are  evident  in  the  official 
estimates  of  Denmark,  Netherlands  and  Germany  as  compared  with  last  spring, 
lhe  Danube  Basin  exporting  countries  appear  to  have  a  substantial  supply 
r1  f?f!?  on _hand  as  a  father  increase  is  reported  in  the  number  on  feed 
!n  1  In  th0  United  States  and  Canada,  breeding  intention  reoorts 

indicate  increases  in  the  number  of  sows  to  be  bred  during  the  spring  of 
iy 36  as  compared  with  a  year  ago. 

_In  Denmark  and  the  Netherlands,  the  most  important  European  exporting 
countries,  latest  estimates  show  increases  of  13  and  9  percent  respectively 
above  the  small  numbers  reported  in  the  spring  of  1935.     In  Germany  an 
important  deficit  country,  there  was  an  increase  of  4  percent  in  hog  numbers 
as  oi  March  3,  1936  as  compared  with  the  number  in  March  1935.     The  number 
this  spring  also  was  larger  than  in  March  1932  or  1933  but  4  percent  smaller 
than  in  March  1934.     Estimates  for  the  spring  of  1936  are  not^yet  available 
i or  other  European  countries. 
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Further  expansion  in  hog  numbers  in  1926  is  indicated  "by  the  fact 
that  "bred  sows  showed  an  increase  in  number  this  spring  as  compared  with 
last  in  all  countries  reporting.     There  was  an  increase  of  13  percent  to 
289,000  in  the  total  number  bred  in  Denmark  and  an  increase  of  9  percent 
to  158,000  in  the  Netherlands.'    The  greater  increase  in  Denmark  was  in  the 
younger  sows,  which  increased  31  percent  to  117,000.       In  Germany,  the  March 
1936  estimate  of  the  total  number  of  bred  sows  showed  an  increase  of  14 
percent  to  1,207,000  as  compared  with  March  1935.     Contrary  to  the  situation 
in  Denmark  the  greater  increase  in  Germany  was  in  older  "bred  sows  of  1  year 
and  over  which  numbered  835,000,  a  15  percent  increase  over  March  1935. 
There  was    also  an  important  increase  in  young  and  suckling  pigs  and  hogs  of 
slaughter  age  in  these  three  countries. 

There  will  be  an  increase  of  about  24  percent  to  6,220,000  in  the 
number  of  sows  to  farrow  in  the  United  States  during  the  months  December  1935 
to  June  1935,  if  breeding  intention  reports  are  borne  out.     In  Canada  present 
indications  are  for  an  increase  of  28  percent  to  593,000  in  the  number  to 
farrow  this  spring. 

Summing  up  the  situation,  the  total  number  of  hogs  in  Denmark  the 
Netherlands  and  Germany  this  spring  was  26,001,000,      6  percent  above  the 
number  on  hand  in  the  spring  of  1935  but  3  and  5  percent  less  than  in  the 
years  1935  and  1934,  respectively.     The  number  of  bred  sows  in  the  same 
three  European  countries  numbered  1,654,000  this  spring,  an  increase  of  14 
percent  over  a  year  earlier.     The  number  of  sows  to  be  bred  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada  combined  this  spring  is  6,813,000  or  24  percent  more  than 
a  year  ago  but  less  than  in  1932-33  and  1933-34. 

At  the  beginning  of  1936  the  number  of  hogs  in  nine  surplus  and 
deficit  countries  was  86,360,000,  4  percent  above  the  low  point  reached  in 
1935.      The  number  of  hogs  in  the  five  important  surplus  producing  countries 
was  52,576,000,  an  increase  of  8  percent  over  1935. when  the  number  was 
unusually  small.     The  number  in  the  four  deficit  countries  showed  a  reduction 
of  2  percent  to  33,784,000.     The  total  number  in t hese  nine  countries  which 
are  important  in  international  trade  is  only  about  30  percent  of  the 
estimated  world  total,  taking  the  latest  estimate  for  the  individual  countries. 

The  number  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  at  the  beginning  of  1936 
shows  an  increase  of  9  percent  over  the  same  date  of  the  preceding  year,  but 
was  still  25  percent  below  the  numher  reported  in  1934.     There  was  an  increase 
of  3  percent  to  6,085,000  in  1936  in  three  European  exporting  countries 
reporting,  Denmark,  Netherlands  and  Lithuania,  but  the  level  of  the  3  years, 
1932  to  1934,  has  not  been  reached  in  these  countries. 

There  has  been  a  material  increase  in  the  number  of  hogs  in  Russia 
between  January  1,  1934  and  January  1,  1936,  the  number  having  increased  from 
11,500,000  to  25,900,000  according  to  official  estimates.     However,  Russia 
does  not  play  an  important  role  in  the  international  trade  of  hogs  and  pork 
products  at  present,  and  is  not  likely  to  be  on  an  export  basis  for  some  time. 
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Hogs:  Numbers  in  specified  surplus  and  deficit 
producing  countries,  1932-1936 


hog  and  -oork 


Country 


:  Date 
of 

: estimate 


1/ 

i  u 


SURPLUS  COUNTRIES  -  : 

United  States   :Jan.  1 

Canada   :Jan.  1  1/ 

Australia   :jan#   1  y 

New  Zealand  :  Jan.  31 

Total  2  countries  : 

reporting  to  1936  : 

Euro -op  an  countries 

Irish  Free  State   :Jan.  1 

Denmark  :jan# 

Netherlands   :Jan.  1  1/ 

Lithuania   :jan#  1 

Rumania  :  Jan.  1 

Yugoslavia  :Jan, 

Total  3  European  ; 
countries  reporting  to  : 
1936  

Total  5  surplus  countries 
reporting  to  1936  • 

DEFICIT  COUNTRIES      -  : 

England  and  Wales  :Feb. 

Northern  Ireland  :Jan! 

Germany   .  Jan#* 

France   *Jan 

Belgium  :  Jan! 

Czechoslovakia  :  Jan.  1 

Total  4  deficit  countries 

reporting  to  1936  

Total  9  surplus  and 
deficit  countries 

reporting  to  1936  

Total  12  surplus  and 
deficit  countries 

reporting  to  1935  

Soviet  Russia  


1/ 


1 


Compiled  from  reports  of  Unite< 
sources,  and  the  International 


:  1932 

;  1933 

:  i  .1934  : 

1935 

:  1936 

:  Thou- 
:  sands 

■Thou- 
sand's 

•  Thou- 
sands 

Thou- 
sands 

IIIOU— 

sands 

:    59 , 301 
:  4,263 
:  1,168 
513 

62,127 
4,125 
1,162 
592 

58,621 
3,588 
1,162 

660 

39,004 
3,649 
1,047 
763 

42, 5411 

3,950 

:  63,564 

66,252 

62,209 

42,553 

46,491 

:  5,457 
:  3/2,382 
:      1 i 338 
:  3,221 
3,133 

2/4,543 
3/2,300 
1,234 
2,965 
2,863 

799 
3,474 
4/2,484 
1,235 

2 ,  656 

- 

2,925  1/3,216 
4/1,750  4/1,669 
1,237  1,200 
2,969 
2,792  — 

9,177 

8,077 

7,193 

5,912 

6,085 

72,741 

74,329 

69,402 

48,565 

52,576 

2,153 
6/  212 
23,808 
6,398 
1,235 
2,576 

5/2,823 

22, 859 
6,488 
1,246 
2,621 

295 
23  890 
6,769 
1,353 
3,430 

1/4,113 
1/401  488 
23,170_7/22,722 
7,044  7,043 
1,258  1,284 
3,035  2.735 

34,017 

33,214 

35,442 

34,507 

33,784 

106,758 

107,543 

104,844 

83,072 

86,360 

111,572 

112,160 

109,322 

87,674 

—      8/11,575  8/17, 063J/25, 900 

i  /   .  -   Institute  of  Agriculture. 

y  Any  estimates  reported  in  December  have  been  con 
following  year. 


mer  H.  E.  Reed,  officii 


-jnsidered  as  of  January  1  of  the 
2/ January  23.  3/Unofficial  estimates  based  on  per- 

centage  chap  as  furnished  by  Assistant  Agricultural  Attache'  D.  F.  Christy,  com- 

are  thl1^     T*  °J  JT°  193°'  Estimates  for  November  of  preceding  year  whic: 

are  the  nearest  estimates  available  to  the  first  of  the  year.      5/February  4,  1933. 
Pjiy^i.  7/ Including  the  Saar,  the  number  was  22,824  000. 

8/  Calculated  by  using  official  estimates. 


I 
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Denmark:  Official  1936  spring  estimate  of  hog -numbers  compared 

with  earlier  years 


Date 


isoars 
4 

months 
and 
over 


Brood  sows 


In  . 
farrow 


Not 

in 
farrow 


'Total 


Other  hogs  (new  classification) 


132 
pounds 

and 
over 


77 
to  ■ 
132 
■pounds' 


Under 

77 
pounds 


Suck- 
ling 
pigs 


Total 


July  15. 

Oct.  14. 

Dec.  15. 

Jan.  16. 

Mar.  1 

Apr.  14. 

June  1 . 

July  If 

Oct.  15, 

Dec.  1. 

Jan.  15, 

Mar.  1, 

Apr.  13, 

May  25 , 

June  20. 

July  15. 

Aug.  24, 

Oct.  5, 

Nov.  16. 

Dec.  28 

Feb.  8. 

Mar.  21 


Thou- 
sand^ 

25 
24 
23 
21 
22 
22 
22 
21 
20 
20 
19 
20 
20 
20 

20 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
22 


Thou- 
sand^ 

280 
244 
212 
210 
237 
238 
284 
231 
216 
238 
253 
255 
241 
255 

275 
259 
264 
278 
278 
270 
289 


Thou- 
sands 

164 
161 
150 
141 
110 
110 
115 
124 
117 
106 

105 
114 

132 
125 

114 
124 
141 
132 
127 
137 
140 


Thou-  Thou- 
sands sands 


444 
405 
362 
351 
347 
348 
363 
355 
333 
344 

358 
369 

373 
380 

389 
383 
405 
410 
405 
407 
429 


827 
825 
740 
669 
649 
639 
595 
523 
590 
621 
451 
508 

463 
500 

456 
545 
534 
565 
450 
518 
558 


.Thou-  Thou- 
sands sands 


997 
951 
892 
817 
743 
694 
664 
647 
711 
646 
667 
637 
629 
635 

729 
693 
683 
674 
723 
722 
700 


1,068 
1,075 
974 
890 
792 
719 
672 
737 
734 
745 

762 
738 

740 
797 

761 
742 
792 

882 
885 
816 
826 


Thou- 
sands, 

1,029 
916 
733 
726 
631 

659 
711 
774 
720 
653 
668 
695 
813 
724 

760 
782 
860 
766 
732 
779 
819 


sands 

4,390 
4,169 
3,724 
'  3,474 
3,-184 

3,081 
3,027 
3,057 
3,108 
3,029 

2,925 
2,967 

3,038 
3,056 
3,056 
3,025 
3,166 
3,295 
3,318 
3,216 
3,263 
3,354 


Compiled  from  Statistiske  Ef terretninger  published  by  the  Statistical  Department 
of  Denmark,  and  reports  from  Agricultural  Commissioner  E.  33.  Reed,  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture. 
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Netherlands : 


Official  1936  spring  estimate  of  number  of  hogs,  "by 
classes , compared  with  earlier  years 


in 

"P  J}  Y*T*nw 

J.  CX-L  1  UlV  , 

Pigs 

Hogs.  : 

Hogs  : 

Hogs 

:Total 

Date  • 

under 

•    up  to:  : 

132  to  : 

over 

:hogs  in- 

6 

132  '  : 

200 

220 

: eluding 

weeks 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

: boars 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Tho usands 

Thousands! 

Censuses 

May    -    June  1910  : 

130 

279 



980 

1,260 

May    -    June  1921 

147 

371 



1,148 

1,519 

May    -    June  1930 

242 

472 

940 

263 

101 

2,018 

Estimates  1/ 

Dec.     1,  1930  : 

254 

420 

1,072 

337 

115 

2,198 

Mar.     1,  1931  ! 

232 

571 

1,053 

430 

2,286 

June    1,  1931  : 

210 

557 

1,250 

2,434 

Sept.  1,  1931  : 

196 

571 

1,278 

358 

109 

2,512 

Dec.     1,  1931 

213 

434 

1,241 

355 

139 

2,382 

Mar.     1,  1932  : 

196 

562 

1,109 

331 

145 

2,343 

June    1,  1932  : 

179 

458 

1,213 

266 

128 

2,244 

Sept-Oct.1932  2/ 

265 

535 

1,012 

624 

290 

2,736 

Apr.  18,  1933 

235 

544 

769 

367 

189 

2.,  112 

Nov.  1933 

240 

437 

982 

399 

406 

2.,  468 

May      1,  1934 

157 

453 

707 

366 

380 

2,070 

May    15,  1934 

:  153 

321 

817 

391 

334 

2,022 

Aug.  1934 

:  146 

296 

572 

470 

385 

1,875 

Nov.  1934 

:  142 

329 

448 

355 

470 

1,750 

Feb.  1935 

:  145 

271 

445 

310 

217 

1,393 

June  1935 

:  146 

306 

635 

188 

184 

1,464 

Aug.  1935 

:  153 

397 

544 

335 

195 

1,629 

Nov.  1935 

:  146 

331 

574 

272 

341 

1,669 

Feb.  1936 

:.  158 

320 

497 

312 

218 

1,509 

Compiled  from  Verslag  oven  den  Landbouw  in  Nederland  1928  -  Commercial  Attache' 
J.  F.  Van  Wick.el,  January  16,  1931  and  International  Institute  of  Agriculture 
Bulletin  March  1933.     Later  estimates  from  Agricultural  Commissioner  H.  E.  Reed 
of  the  Foreign  Agricultural • Service. 

iy  Unofficial  estimates  based  on  percentage  change  from  June  1930  nunbers  as 
furnished  by  Berlin  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  and  Commercial 
Attache'  Van  Wickel. 

27  Estimates  of  Varkenscentrale  -  not  strictly  co.rp archie  with  any  other 
estimate.     The  number  for  September  1,  1932  adjusted  from  these  figures  is 
officially  estimated  at  2,600,000  compared  with  2,622,000  on  the  same  date  of 
1930. 
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Germany,  excluding  the  Saar:     Official  1936  spring  estimate  of  hogs, 
by  classes,  compared  with  earlier  years 


U  1  n  Vt^ArTfl 

Young 

Hogs  6 

months 

to  1  year 

hogs 

over 

1  year 

Mar. 

1    _  R 

x  3.1  I  O  «»  S 

under 

D 

O 

;  pigs 

Total 

:        Brood  sows 

Total: 

Br  oo 

d  sows 

C-rand 

8  weeks 

:  excl. 

In 

excl.  : 

In 

total 

-L    —  O 

to  3 

.months 

sows  & 
,  .boars 

•Tntnl ' 

X  Cl-L  J.  w  <v 

I  "Ti  v»  p  jrj»n  aft  J 

.sows  &: 
:boars  : 

Total: 
:( 

farrow 
pregnant) 

Thou— 

Thou— 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

sands 

Tld^ 

sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

1931 

5,750 

10,230 

3,176 

706 

425 

291 

1,517 

927 

21,790 

1932 

5,014 

9  ,975 

3,256 

549 

323 

298 

1,425 

875 

20, 633 

1933 

5,152 

9,379 

3,392 

528 

316 

294 

1,381 

832 

20,238 

■  1934 

5,715 

10,022 

3,831 

561 

327 

334 

1,433 

841 

22,010 

1935  ' 

4,920 

9,574 

3,393 

554 

333 

444 

1,236 

724 

20,225 

1936 

5, 502 

9,590 

3,656 

594 

372 

285 

1,401 

835 

21,138 

Compiled  from  cable  received  from  Commissioner  H.  3.  Reed,  and  original 
official  sources  for  earlier  years. 


United  States 

The  seasonal  decline  in  hog  prices  which  began  in  late  April  probably 
will  continue  through  June,  although  a  considerable  part  of  the  anticipated 
decrease  already  has  occurred.     In  the  late  summer,  however,  prices  are  likely 
to  advance,  as  is  usual  for  that  time  of  year.     These  probable  price  changes 
will  occur  primarily  as  a  result  of  changes  in  the  slaughter  supplies  of  hogs. 
Marketings  of  hogs  began  to  increase  in  the  last  half  of  April  as  the  movement 
of  fall-farrowed  pigs  got  under  way  in  fairly  large  volune.     The  peak  of  the 
summer  supply  of  hogs  will  probably  be  reached  in  late  June  or  early  July, 
after  which  marketings  are  expected  to  decline.     In  view  of  the  very  high  hog- 
corn  price  ratio  in  the  last  6  months  it  is  probable  that  the  1936  spring  pig 
crop  is  materially  larger  than  the  spring  crop  of  1935.     Such  an  increase 
will  be  reflected  in  materially  larger  hog  marketings  after  next  September. 

After  advancing  almost  steadily  through  March  and  the  first  half  of 
April  hog  prices  declined  fairly  sharply  in  late  April  and  early  May  as 
supplies  of  hogs  were  seasonally  increased.    Prices  of  heavy  weight  butcher 
hogs  and  packing  sows  have  weakened  somewhat  more  than  the  prices  of  light 
and  medium  weight  hogs  since  mid- April.     Only  a  part  of  the  March  and  early 
April  price  advance  was  lost  in  late  Aoril  and  consequently  the  hog  prices 
for  April  averaged  higher  than  in  March.     The  average  price  of  hogs  at  Chicago: 
in  April  was  $10.47  per  100  pounds  compared  with  $10.24  in  March  and  $8.94  in 
the  corresponding  month  last  year.     The  average  price  in  April  of  this  year 
was  the  highest  monthly  average  since  last  September  and  was  the  highest 
average  for  the  month  since  1929. 
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H°  ••'    slaughter  under  Federal  inspection  in  AiDr.il  totaling  2,559  000 
head  was  slightly  smaller  than  in  March  but  was  17.5  Percent  larger  than  the 
unusually  small  April  slaughter  last  year.     Slaughter  in  the  last  half  of 
Ipril  was  somewhat  larger  than  in  the  preceding  weeks  of  the  month.  With 
feeding  conditions  in  April  somewhat  improved  over  those  of  March,  the  quality 
Of  .hogs  marketed  also  improved.     The  average  weight  of  hogs  at  the  seven 
leading  markets  was  241  pounds  compared  with  240  pounds  in  March  and  230 
pounds  in  April  last  year.     Inspected,  hog  slaughter  in  the  winter  marketing- 
season  October  1935  to  April  1936  amounted  to  18,355,000  head  which  represented 
a  decrease  of  about  16  percent  in  the  slaughter  in  the  winter  season  of  1934-35 
pearly  all  of  this  decrease  occurred  in  the  3  months,  October  to  December. 
Thus,  m  the  present  hog  marketing  year  hog  slaughter  has  been  increasing 
relative  to  slaughter  a  year  earlier  since  December,  while  last  year  slaughter 
decreased  considerably  compared  with  a  year  earlier  after  December.     The  . 
increase  in  slaughter  in  recent  months  compared  with  that  of  a  year  earlier  < 
reflects  in  part  a  later  movement  of  spring  pigs  to  market  this  year  than  last 
since  hogs  marketed  in  recent  months  have  been  finished  to  much  heavier 
weights  than  a  year  earlier.     The  more  favorable  hog-corn  price  ratio  and  the 
greater  feed  supplies  available  this  year  than  last  year  are  largely 
responsible  for  the  increase  in  weights. 

Although  hog  prices  averaged  higher  in  April  than  in  March  corn  prices 
also  advanced,  and  the  ho --corn  price  ratio  did  not  change  greatly  fronT  March,  I 
to  April.     Based  on  farm  prices  for  the  15th  of  the  month,  the  hog-corn  price 
ratio  in  the  Corn  Belt  States  in  April  was  19.2  compared  with  18.8  in  March, 
and  10.1  in  April  a  year  earlier.     Although  the  ratio  in  April  was  slightly 
lower  than  that  of  February,  it  was  the  highest  for  the  month  since  1925. 

Wholesale  prices  of  fresh  pork  advanced  sharply  in  Hew  York  during  . 
April  following  a  sharp  decline  for  1  week  at  the  beginning  of  the  month/ 
Such  prices,  however,  declined  rather  rapidly  in  early  May  with  the  increase, 
in  slaughter  supplies  in  hogs.     Prices  of  most  cured  products  were  about  steady 
during  April  but  averaged  higher  than  in  March.     The  composite  wholesale 
price  of  hog  products  in  New  York  in  April  was  $20.99  Per  100  pounds  compared 
with  $20.75  in  March  and  $20.62  in  April  1935. 

Exports  of  both  pork  and  lard  in  March  increased  materially  over  the 
small  exports  in  February.     Exports  of  lard  were  greater  than  for  any  other 
month  during  the  present  marketing  year  and  exceeded  those  for  the 
corresponding  month  a  year  earlier  for  the  first  time  during  the  1935-36 
nog  marketing  year.     In  the  first  half  of  the  present  hog  marketing  year 
exports  of  pork  totaled  only  29,800,000  pounds  compared  with  58,400,000  pounds 
in  the  first  half  of  the  1934-35  marketing  year.     The  decrease  in  pork  exports 
to  the  United  Kingdom  were  largely  responsible  for  the  decline  in  total  pork 
ex-oorts  in  the  first  half  of  the  current  year.      The  decrease  in  lard  exports 
was  relatively  greater  than  those  of  pork  during  the  first  half  of  the 
Present ^ marketing  year,  the  total  being  about  55  percent  below  the  quanti ty  of 
lard  shipped  abroad  during  the  same  period  in  1954-35. 

Exports  of  hams  and  shoulders,   the  principal  pork  items,  increased  in 
March  compared  with  the  preceding  month,  but  such  exports  were  more  than  40 
percent  smaller  than  in  March  1935.     Most  of  the  increase  in  exports  of  these 
cuts  from  February  to  March  was  in  the  shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom.  In 
the  first  half  of  the  1935-36  marketing  year  exports  of  hams  and  shoulders 
totaled  about  19,000,000  pounds,  a  decrease  of  about  28  percent  compared 
with  the  same  period  in  1934-35. 
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Lard  exports  in  March  totaled  11, 5 66 ,"000  pounds  end  were  the  largest 
for  any  month  since  February  1935.      The- March,  exports  of  lard,  however,  were 
relatively  small  compared  with  monthly  shipments  in  years  prior  to  1935. 
Nearly  all  of  the  leading  lard  importing  countries  took  increased  quantities 
of  lard  from  the  United  States  in  March  compared  with  earlier  months  of  the 
marketing  year,  "but  the  increase  was  greatest  in  the  shipments  of  this 
product  to  the  United  Kingdom.  .  ' 

A  detailed  statistical  summary  of  the  domestic  situation  for  hovs 
and  hog  products  for  the  first  half  of  the  1935-36  marketing  year  appears 
on  page  10.     It  will  "be  noted  that  the  number  of  hogs  slaughtered  under 
Federal  inspection  in  this  period  was  about  20  percent  smaller  than  that 
of  the  same  period  in  1934-35,  hut  the  total  dreeted  weight  of  hogs 
slaughtered  under  Federal  inspection  was  only  13  percent- less  than  a  year 
earlier.     The  difference  in  these  rates  of  decrease  is  accounted  for  by  the 
increase  of  about  7  percent  in  the  average  dressed  weight  of  hogs'  slaughtered 
under  Federal  inspection  in  the  first  half  of  the  current  marketing  year. 
Exports  of  pork  and  lard  in  the  October  -  March  period,  1935-36,  were  only 
about      one-half  as  large  as  in  1934—35,  but  imports  were  several  times 
larger  than  last  year.     Despite  this  increase  inreorts  were  much  smaller  than 
the  exports,  and  were  very  small  in  relation  to  the  domestic  production. 
Storage  holdings  of  pork  products  increased  somewhat  from  the  beginning  of 
October  1935  to  the  end  of  March  1936,  as  is  usual  for  this  season  of  the 
year  but  such  stocks  were  at  a  relatively  low  level  throughout  the  winter. 
The  apparent  domestic  disappearance  of  federally  inspected  hog  products  in 
the  first  half  of  the  current  hog  marketing  year  was  about  15  percent 
smaller  than  that  of  a  year  earlier  and  about  30  percent  smaller  than  the 
5-year  average.     Lard  production  under  Federal  inspection  thus  far  in  1935-36 
has  "been  about  17  percent  smaller  than  that  of  1934—35  and  about  46  percent 
less  than  the  5-year  average.     The  yield  of  lard  per  100  pounds  of  hogs 
slaughtered  under  Federal  inspection  was  only  slightly  less  than  last  year 
but  it  was  about  20  percent  less  than  the  5-year  average  yield,  for  the  first 
half  of  the  marketing  year. 

Canada. -    Larger  supplies  of  hogs  for  slaughter  are  in  prospect  for 
the  first  half  of  1936  as  compared  with  a  year  ago  according  to  the  Canadian 
Government  Hog  Survey.     The  average  price  of  bacon  hogs  at  Toronto  for  the 
first  4  months  of  1936  was  $8.47  per  100  pounds,  weighed  off  cars,  compared 
with  $8.49  for  the  same  period  a  year  earlier.     The  price  for  the  4  weeks 
ended  April  30,  1936  was  $8.32  per  100  pounds  compared  with  $8'. 49  in  March 
and  $8.70  for  April  1935.     Canadian  exports  of  pork  products  and  live  hogs 
converted  to  a  meat  basis  showed  an  increase  of  10  percent  during  the  first 
3  months  of  1936  as  compared  with  a  year  earlier.     The  bulk  went  to  the 
United  Kingdom  as  usual,  hut  exports  to  that  country  showed  a  slight  decrease 
whereas  there  was  an  increase  in  the  exports  to  the  United  States. 
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Hogs  and  pork  products?    United  States  statistical  summary,  October  -  March 
with  comparisons,   specified  periods 


Item 


Unit 


5-year 

average 

1930-31 

to 

1934-35 


Oct.  -  Mar. 


1934-35 


1935-36 


±  *y  oo —  oo 

CX  kJ       J-/  w  J. 

t     do  uci 

•     n  pin  +■  o  f7P 

^  x          _y  x  • 

nf 

average 

:  1934-35 

Percent 

Percent 

66.16 

80.31 

67.29 

77.35 

101.89 

107.30 

102.01 

108.88 

67.49 

87.45 

Hogs  - 
Inspected  slaughter 
Carcasses  condemned 
Average  live  weight 
Average  dressed  " 

Total  dressed  weight 
(excl.  condemned) 

Storage  Oct.  1  "be- 
ginning of  market- 
ing year  - 

Fresh  pork  

Cured  pork  

Lard   

Total  

Imports  - 

Fresh  pork  

Pork, pickled,  and 
preserved  

Total  

Available  for 

consumption 
Exports  - 

Pork  

Lard  

Total  

Storage  Apr.  1,  end 

of--period  - 

Fresh  pork 

Cured  pork 

Lard  


number 
ii 

pound 
ti 


iooo  rbs 


23,876,265  19,668,791  15,795,942 


67,527 
223.  42 
168.50 


58 , 749 
212.16 
157.87 


45,442 
227.65 
171.89 


4,011,820    3,095,826  2,707,412 


u 


208,504 
497,631 
104,853 


203,264 
424,082 
104,934 


98,124 
352 , 307 
77,102 


47.06 
70.80 
73.53 


102,239 

130,245 

51,013 

49.90 

39.17 

412,806 

393,975 

226,592 

54.89 

57.51 

103,960 

128,054 

45,350 

43.62 

35.41 

619,005 

652,274 

322,955 

52.17 

49.  51 

423 

554 

3,297 

779.43 

595.13 

1,600 

1,103 

7,544 

471.50 

683.95 

2,023 

1,657 

10,841 

535.89 

654.25 

4,632,848 

3,749,757 

3,041,208 

65.64 

81.10 

68,129 

58,415 

29,777 

43.71 

50.97 

272,920 

107,922 

47,952 

17.57 

44.43 

341 , 049 

166,337 

77,729 

22.79 

46.73 

48.27 
83.08 
73.48 


Total  

810,988 

732,280 

427,533 

65.05 

72.04 

Apparent  consumption 

2/ 

3,480,811 

2,851,140 

2,435,946 

69.98 

85.44 

Lard  - 

Production 

Per  100  l"bs.  live 

pound  : 

14.49 

12.08 

11.  67 

80.54 

96.61 

Total  

1000 l"bs.  : 

772, 684 

504,117 

419,517 

54.29 

83.22 

Apparent  consumption 

3/     »»  ! 

498,871 

419 , 315 

339,813 

68.12 

81.04 

Hogs  -  Average  cost  . 

for  slaughter  

dollars : 

5.10 

6.57 

9.73 

190.78 

148.10 

l/  Total  dressed  weight  plus  imports  plus  storage,  October  1,  "beginning  of  year. 
2/  Available  for  consumption  -  (exports  plus  storage  April  1,  end  of  period). 
3/  Production  plus  storage  October  1,  beginning  of  year  -  (exports  plus  storage 
end  of  period). 
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Canada:  Number  of  sows  to  farrow  December  to  May  and  prospective 


marketings,  i932-55  to  1935-36 


Provinces           :  »ec'  ™  ^              ;  5ec.  to  May  

;  1952-33*  1935- 54;  1954-35;  1935- 56;  1952-55;  1955- 54;  1954-55;  1955-56 

:  Thou-      Thou-      Thou-  Thou-  Thou-  Thou-  Thou-  Thou- 

Princj-pal  Eastern:  sands      sands      sands  sands  sands  sands  sands  sands 
Provinces  -  : 

Ontario   :  128         129         137  172  801  750  714  814 

Que  Dec   :  94         107          115  137  252  204  511  365 

T°tal" " :  222         236          252  509  1.055  954  1,025  1,179 
Three  Prairie  : 
Provinces  : 

Manitoba  :  25           24           20  29  145  93  104  87 

Saskatchewan. . . :  64           75           67  92  380  509  281  276 

Alberta  :        7S  95  95  151  427  49S  554  492 

Total. . :  167          192          182  252  952  900  919  355 

Total,  5  Provinces  389         423         434  5gl  3^005  1,854  1,944  2,054 

Others                              24  25  29  52  112  96  105  119 

Grand  total  :  413         453         453  595  2,117  1,950  2,049  2,155 


Compiled  from  Monthly  Bulletin  of  Agricultural  Statistics  of  Canada,  February 
1936. 

Canada:  ITumber  of  hogs  on  farms  by  provinces,  December  1,  1935  -  1955 


:  :      Per-  :               :     Per-     :               :  Per- 

Provinces             j  1933      [cent^e  j  1934      ;cen*aSe  \     1935  ! 

01  of  -01 

:  :     total  :               :  total     :               :  total 

:  Thou-        Per-  Thou-         Per-        Thou-  Per- 

Princinal  Eastern           :  sands        cent  sands         cent        sands  cent 
Provinces  : 

Ontario   :  1,061               30  1,152             32         1,460  37 

Quebec   ;       434  14         590  16  666  17 

Total  :  1,545  44      1 , 742  48  2,126  54 

Three  Prairie  Provinces : 

Manitoba   :  214                6  222              6            194  5 

Saskatchewan  :  648              18  650             17             607  15 

Alberta  :      904  25         869  24  315  21 

Total  :  1,766  49      1,721  47  1,616  41 

Total  5  Provinces  :  3,311  93      5,465  95         5,742  95 

Others      1/  :       277  7  186  5  208  5 

Grand  total  :  3,588             100  3,649           100         3,950  100 


Compiled  from  Monthly  Bulletin  of  Agricultural  Statistics  of  Canada, 
February  1936. 
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Canada:     Hog  survey,  December  1,  1932-1935 


Provinces 


:  Thou-  Thou-  Thou-  Thou-    Thou-      Thou-      Thou-  Thou- 

:   sands  sands  sands  sands    sands      sands      sands  sands 
Principal  eastern  : 
provinces 

Ontario   ; :       141  130  130  1  54      1,351      1,283      1,302  1,574 

Quebec  :        66  54  62  74         593          506         592  699 

Total   :       207  184  192  228      1,944      1,789      1,894  2,273 

Three  prairie  : 
provinces 

Manitoba  :        29  17  18  17          240          154         162  152 

Saskatchewan                76  63  60  55         602         518         503  468 

Alberta  ;        74  70  70  89          621          623  640  827 

Total   :       179  150  148  161      1,463      1,295      1,305  1,4-47 

Total  5  provinces      386  334  340  389      3,407      3,084      3,199  3,720 

Other   :        23  18  19  23         206          185         193  218 

Grand  total   :       409  352  359  412      3,613      3,26  9      3,592  3,938 

:  Pigs  saved  :  Pigs  saved 

:  June-No v.  :  per  litter  

j   1932  I  1933  ;  1934  j  1935  j  1932     \   1933     j  1934     j  1935 

:  Thou-  Thou-  Thou-  Thou- 

:   sands  sands  sands  sands  Number    Number    Number  Number 
Principal  eastern  : 
provinces  : 

Ontario   :  1,080  991  1,042  1,219      7.7         7.6         8.0  7.9 

Quebec  :       478  408  474  574      7.2          7.5         7.6  7.7 

Total   :  1,558  1,399  1,516  1,793  

Three  prairie  : 
provinces  : 

Manitoba  :       183  118  126  112      6.3         6.8         6.9  6.8 

Saskatchewan               466  400  396  365      6.1          6.4         6.6  6.9 

Alberta  ;       484  496  521  642      6.5          7.1  7.5  6.5 

Total   :  1,135  1.014  1.043  1,119  

To  ted  5  provinces  2,691  2,413  2.559  2, 912  

Other  :      160  145  151  172  

Grand  total   :  2,851  2,558  2,710  3,084      7.3          7.0    "    7.6  7.5 


Compiled  from  Monthly  Bulletin  of  Agricultural  Statistics  of  Canada, 
February  1936. 
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Despite  the  forecast  of  an  increa.se  of  5  percent  in  the  number  of 
hogs  for  slaughter  for  the  period  December  1935  to  May  1936  to  2,153,000 
head,  gradings  of  live  and  dead  hogs  during  the  first  4  months  of  the 
year  were  approximately  the  same  as  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1935. 
April  gradings  of  hogs,  however,  amounted  to  261,000  head,  an- increase 
of  6  percent  over  the  same  period  last  year.     The  indicated  increase .in 
Canadian  hog  numbers  as  shown  by  the  December  Hog  Survey  points  to  larger 
supplies  during  the  next  3  months. 

The  number  of  sows  to  be  bred  in  the  period  December  1935  to  May  1936 
is  estimated  at  593,000  or  28  percent  more  than  in  1934-35.    An  increa.se 
of  22  percent  is  indicated  for  the  two  most  important  eastern  provinces, 
Ontario  and  Quebec,  and  an  increase  of  38  percent  in  the  three  Prairie 
Provinces. 

On  December  1,  1935  the  number  of  hogs  on  farms  in  Canada  was  esti- 
mated at  3,950,000,  en  increase  of  8  percent  over  1934  and  10  percent 
over  1933.     The  two  important  eastern  provinces  of  Ontario  and  Quebec 
showed  an  increase  of  22  percent,'  whereas  there  was  a  decrease  of  6  percent 
in  the  three  Prairie  Provinces. 

Although  exports  of  Canadian  pork  products  and  live  hog  converted 
to  a  mea-t  basis  reached  50,000,000  pounds  in  the  first  3  months  of  1936, 
an  increase  of  10  percent  compared  with  a  year  ago,  exports  of  bacon 
to  the  British  market  were  14  percent  smaller  and  amounted  to  only 
36,000,000  pounds.    Monthly  exports  to  that  country  averaged  only 
12,000,000  pounds  in  the  first  quarter  of  1936  compared  with  14,000,000 
pounds  in  the  same  period  of  1935.    There  was  an  increase  in  pork  exports 
to  the  United  States  during  the  same  period  from  494,000  pounds  last 
year  to  2,591,000  pounds  this  year.    Lard  exports,  principally  to  the 
United  Kingdom,  reached  6,680,000  pounds  compared  with  2,111,000  pounds 
in  the  first  3  months  of  1935. 

United  Kingdom  and  Irish  Pree  State 

A  revision  of  the  British  import  quota  figures  covering  the  period 
May  1  -  August  31,  1936,  places  the  total  cured  pork  to  be  imported  into 
the  United  Kingdom  at  1,813,458  hundredweight  (203,107,000  pounds), 
.according  to  information  supplied  by  Agricultural  Attache  C.  C.  Taylor 
at  London.    This  figure  represents  an  increase  from  the  quota  tentatively 
announced  early  in  April  of  approximately  1,640,000  pounds.    The  revised 
monthly  quota  rate  is  about  3  percent  under  that  prevailing  during  the 
comparable  4  months  of  1935,  but  is  7  percent  above  that  of  the  January- 
April  1936  period.     The  United  States  share  remains  8.1  percent  of  the  total, 
plus  adjustments  for  seasonal  trade,  previous  undershipments,  and  extra 
qaota  allowances. 
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United  Kingdom:     Total  cured-pork  allocations,  May  1-August  31, 
1936,  and  to  the  United  States,  October  1,  1935-August  31,1936 


Country; 


Denmark  . . . 
Netherlands 
Poland  .  • 
Sweden  . . 
Lithuania. 
Estonia  . 
Finland  . 
Latvia  • . 

USSP  

Argentina 
United  States 

Total   


:  Total 

allocation  May  1-  :  : 

:..            Aug.  31.  1936  : 

Allocations,  -  ] 

'•  Percent 

:  Cwt. 

:l,000lbs: 

:  63.50 

: 1,151, 546 

:  128',973: 

:  9.50 

:  172,278 

:  19,295: 

:  7.95 

:  144,170 

:  16,147: 

:  4.70 

!  85,232 

;  9,546: 

2.95 

:  53,497 

;  5,992: 

:  .75 

;  13,600 

1,523: 

:  .40 

:  7,254 

812: 

:  .70 

:  12,695 

:  1,422: 

:  .85: 

15,414: 

1,726: 

:  .70 

12,695: 

1,422: 

:2/  8.00: 

145,077: 

16,249: 

:  100.00: 

1,813,458; 

203,107: 

Month 


Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May  , 

June 

July 

Aug. 


Allocation  to  United 
States,  Oct.  1- 
Aug.  31,  1936 


Allocation  l/: Imports 


1,000  lbs. 

3,794 
3,794 
3,794 
3,877 
3,642 
3,990 
3,862 
4,113 
4,113 
4,113 
4.113 


1,000  lbs, 


2,437 
2,903 
4,682 
2,324 
2,148 
2.597 


1/  Quota  figures  supersede  those  appearing  on  page  7  of  HP-77,  dated  April 
20,  1936,  end  have  been  adjusted  to  include  the  0.1  percent  of  the  total 
allowed  the  United  States  on  account  of  exports  of  American  pork  through 
Canada,  but  not  to  show  allowances  for  seasonal  United  States  ham  trade, 
the  25,000  cwt.  rebate  given  American  shippers  during  the  period  January- 
April,  the  additional  1,644  cwt.  granted  the  United  States  as  share  in.  the 
extra  quota  for  the  period  January-March,  nor  the  redeemable  United  States 
under  shipments  since  January  1. 
2/    Plus  0.1  percent. 


Total  imports  of  cured  pork  from  quota  countries,  at  nearly  297,000,000 
pounds  for  the  first  half  of  the  season,  exceeded  the  basic  allocation  for 
the  period  by  about  14,000,000  pounds.     Imports  from  the  United  States 
amounted  to  17,091,000  pounds,  whereas  the  basic  allocation  for  the  period 
was  about  22,891,000  pounds.    The  United  States,  therefore,  has  under shipped 
its  quota  by  some  25  percent  and,  instead  of  supplying  8.1  percent  of  total 
imports  from  quota  countries,  has  furnished  but  5.76  percent.    Imports  from 
the  United  States,  however,  for  the  first  6  months  of  each  year  are  consis- 
tently below  the  allocation  for  the  period,  even  in  such  years  as  1933-34 
when  total  annual  imports  from  the  United  States  considerably  exceeded  the 
quota  set.     It  is  possible  that  attractive  prices  and  the  usual  seasonal 
demand  for  American  hams  during  the  summer  will  bring  imports  from  the  United 
States  for  the  entire  1935-36  season  up  to  quota  figures. 

Imports  of  cured  pork  into  the  United  Kingdom  from  all  sources  during 
the  first  half  of  the  current  season,  October  1935-March  1936,  continued  the 
steady  decline  of  the  past  5  years,  reflecting  the  restriction  on  imports 
placed  on  all  foreign  suppliers.    Though  total  imports  for  this  period  were 
44  percent  under  corresponding  1931-32  figures,  exporters  of  bacon  mid  ham 
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in  Empire  countries  have  found  the  British  market  an  increasingly  attractive 
and  important  outlet.     In  the  first  half  of  the  1931-32  season,  cured  pork 
from  Empire  countries  represented  4.71  percent  of  total  imports.     In  the 
current  season,  the  amount  of  such  imports,  90,587,000  pounds,  is  nearly 
three  times  1931-32  figures  and  represents  22.9  percent  of  the  total. 

Canada  has  increased  her  share  of  total  imports  of  cured  pork  into 
the  United  Kingdom  from  2  percent  during  October-March  1931-32  to  15.5 
percent  in  1935-35.    The  absolute  increase  in  shipments,  46,"593, COO  pounds, 
represents  a  gain  of  over  312  percent.     The  Irish  Free  State  has  also 
benefited  from  the  quota  system,  though  to  a  lesser  extent.  Imports 
from  that  country  have  increased  61  percent  since  1931-32,  or  from  2.5 
percent  of  total  imports  to  7.3  percent.    Canadian  shipments  of  cured 
pork  to  British  markets  have  declined  during  the  last  6  months  from  the 
high  levels  of  last  season,  but  those  from  the  Irish  Free  State  have 
continued  their  steady  rise,  and  indications  are  for  a  further  increase 
in  this  trade.    Effective  February  18,  1936,  Great  Britain  increased  the 
Irish  Free  State  cured-pork  quota  by  10  percent,  and  a  number  of  obstacles 
to  the  trade  between  the  two  countries  were  removed.    Unlike  Canadian  hog 
numbers,  which  have  decreased  7  percent  since  1933  and  by  25  percent 
since  1931,  hog  numbers  in  the  Irish  Free  State  have  increased  17  percent 
during  the  last  3  years. 

The  increase  in  Empire  supplies  of  cured  pork  in  the  British  market 
has  been  accompanied  by  progressive  declines  in  receipts  from  the  principal 
foreign  souices,  or  quota  countries.     This  latter  group,  which  in  the  first 
6  months  of  the  1931-32  season  furnished  95.5  percent  of  the  total 
703,436,000  pounds  of  cured  pork  imported  into  the  United  Kingdom,  in  the 
like  period  of  1935-36  supplied  but  75  percent  of  the  greatly  reduced 
total,  395,603,000  pounds. 

Denmark  alone  shipped  65  percent  of  the  1931-32  cured-pork  imports. 
By  1935-36  her  share  had  declined  to  49  percent.    Total  imports  from 
Denmark  for  October-March  1935-36  amounted  to  195,500.000  pounds  as  against 
comparable  1934-35  figures  of  216,300,000  pounds,  a  decrease  of  over  10 
percent.     Though  the  percentage  share  in  total  imports  from  all  quota 
countries  has  not  been  drastically  reduced,  as  has  Denmark's,  since  the 
inauguration  of  the  quota  system  the  reduction  in  absolute  amounts  furnish- 
ed by  the  Netherlands,  Sweden,  and  Poland  has  been  correspondingly  great: 
65,  44,  and  68  percent,  respectively.    Lithuanian  imports  in  1935-36  at 
less  than  11,000,000  pounds,  represent  a  decline  from  1931-32  levels  of  . 
approximately  70  percent.     In  comparison,  imports  from  minor  quota 
countries  and  from  the  United  States  have  not  declined  so  much,  the 
redaction  from  the  base  year  1931-32  in  the  case  of  the  United  States 
amounting  to  only  38  percent. 
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United  Kingdom:     Arrivals  of  Wiltshire  sides  in  Great  Britain  from 
continental  countries,  "by  weeks,  1935-36  and  .comparable  periods 

1934-35  and  1935-36  l/ 


:  Danish 

At 

London 

C  in  dc\i  n  TV 

w  i^XX  X  '^o  — L  cXXX 

Week 

:  at  all 

[Danish  * 

Swedi sh* Dutch 

"Polish 

!  Li  t.Vn  1—  • 

*  XJ  J-    U  X  X  UL  • 

Tt  all 

ended 

:  ports 

•  ftVl  "1  PiTi  * 

•  CJ--X 1  JL  Ct/X  1  • 

^  w  x,  u  o 

Season 

:  Bales 

Bal  es 

Bales 

Bales 

"Ral  pc 

"Rnl  p« 

X>  cXX  t>  o 

X*  CA«-L  \--  o 

1935-36 

Oct.  4. . . . 

:  38,389 

19,  814 

1,348 

2, 326 

3, 635 

1 ,394 

2  7  54 

11 

:  32.332 

1  6  271 

1,223 

2,014 

3  ??5 

1  509 

2  694 

18  . .  . 

:  32,306 

16,493 

1 , 309 

1 , 180 

3,  539 

1  450 

3,  622 

:      32 , 7  59 

17  028 

1 ,154 

1 ,  806 

?  791 

1  7  95 

4  006 

Nov.  1  ... 

:  33,482 

17,423 

1 ,262 

1 , 857 

3,076 

2,089 

5  175 

8  ... 

:  31,766 

16, 504 

1 , 20U 

2,<doX 

2,327 

1,926 

6,  658 

15  ... 

:  32,221 

17,368 

1      7  00 

i ,  odo 

2, 2  /b 

2,  639 

1,  568 

6,414 

22  *  •  • 

:  31,285 

16,327 

1 ,  or  1 

2,024 

1 , 673 

6,580 

29  •  •  • 

:  31,095 

15,927 

~\  aap; 
± ,  •!±4tD 

o ,  XXb 

2,529 

1,  803 

6,609 

Dec.  6  ... 

:  31,321 

16,187 

X  ,  f^X 

9 

id  ,  Uol 

2,167 

1,  975 

5,202 

13  ... 

:  33,283 

17,505 

X ,  *±o\j 

Ci  ,  ODU 

2,740 

1,688 

5,296 

20  ... 

:  37,590 

19,096 

3  ^PO 

2,628 

1,840 

6,586 

27  ... 

:  26,543 

13,189 

1  7P4- 

2,308 

2,382 

4,335 

Jan.  3  ... 

:  29,554 

14,916 

1  ^99 

2,216 

6,024 

10  .  .. 

:  30,174 

15,650 

X  ,  X  JO 

1  74^ 

2,866 

2,565 

6,938 

17  .  .  . 

:  31,790 

15,929 

1  4-PQ 

1  9P9 

2,210 

2,075 

7,234 

24 

31 , 944 

16,022 

1  PRP, 

1  7ci4. 

2,582 

2,450 

6,730 

31  . . . : 

:  31,187 

15,359 

1  397 

X  ,  O  U  1 

X  ,  OX  Tt 

3,042 

2,695 

6,408 

Feb.  7 

31 , 057 

15,170 

i  nor? 

2,895 

3,217 

6,101 

14 

32,932 

15,734 

1  ,  <d/dl 

1 ,  ooO 

2,427 

1,960 

6,942 

21 

33,760 

16 , 501 

1  /lie 
1  ,  4:1  O 

n  inn 

<s,  l<dy 

2,845 

1,703 

6,  830 

28  • • . i 

30,150 

15,314 

X ,  bbX 

9    9  QS 

2,289 

1,916 

6,011 

Mar.  6  . . . : 

32,044 

15,755 

1    1  67 

X  ,  X  (J  I 

P  301 

2,927 

1 , 813 

6,168 

13 

31,759 

16,682 

1,523 

2,674 

2,485 

1,793 

6,068 

20 

31,060 

16 , 303 

1,084 

2,743 

2,532 

1,705 

5,011 

27  ...: 

32,389 

16,162 

1,335 

2,525 

2,652 

1,561 

5,925 

Apr.  3  . . . : 

33,476 

16,942 

1,122 

2,693 

3,039 

1,565 

5,944 

10 

32,692 

17 , 022 

1,576 

1,668 

3,260 

1,551 

5,743 

17 

31,624 

16,501 

1,275 

2,349 

2,960 

1,726 

6,078 

24 

30.285 

15,383 

1,283 

2,450 

2,795 

1,768 

6,799 

Totals  to  : 

date:  : 

1935-36  ..: 

962,249 

490,477 

39,028 

65,387 

81,650 

55,155 

172,885 

1934-35  ..: 

1,054,048 

554,805 

46 , 091 

72,253 

77,161 

41,398 

218,585 

1/  London  Provision  Exchange.     Sides  are  packed  4  to  6  to  the  bale,  according 
to  weight  of  sides.     The  most  popular  bale  is  that  carrying  4  sides  with  the 
total  weight  ranging  220-260  pounds. 
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United  Kingdom:     Bacon  and  ham  imports,  Octo ber-March,  1931-36 


:  1931-32 

1  Q^P 

33 

—  OO 

:  1933-34 

:  1934-35 

:  1935-36 

.  rer- 

:  Per- 

•  "Dot* 

.                 1  — 

►  "Dot* 

a  rci- 

\j u u-ii  i/i^y 

:  C6iat 

:  cent 

:  c  ent 

a       U  Cil  U 

.  ii-inoun  t 

:  01 

•     -«-lIiO  USl  b 

•  nf 

•  OX 

:  Amount 

.  ox 

.  iimoun  b 

•  of 

.  ox 

1       Airionvi  "r 
a      iiLuUUll  U 

a  OX 

: total 

.  to  uax 

.   J.  _  J-  1 

:  total 

.  to  tax 

.  to  tax 

;    1 , UUU 

:  Jrer— 

:   x , uuu 

:  r  er— 

:  1 , uuu 

:  r er— 

>    X , uuu 

:  jr  er— 

a      X , UUU 

»  Per 

:  pounds 

:  cent 

.  pouncLs 

:  c ent 

:  pounds 

:  cent 

:  pounds 

:  cent 

:  pounds 

:  cent 

1?.  77*17-1  -1  T^p 
X\JJ.J.1|J  X  i.  c 

countries 

C  £}Tin  ri  n.  »  •  *  a 

»      J-  JT  j  Ji,^ 

■  pi? 

.     0  ■  Xo 

■   1 7  T  80 

»     1  1  ,  X  O  w 

•   ?  7? 

■    Rfi  R7R 

•  1  1  QO 

t  XX  .  0.0 

•  •  6R  8fi1 

a      U«J  ,  O  OX 

•  1  R  41 

'   61  507 

»          Ul   y    OW  ( 

•  1  5.  55 

■  X  O • 00 

Irish.  Er.S. 

.  1  «  op? 

•   p  Rpl 

•    1  ?  981 

■       XiO  j  i-'OX 

•  P-05 

•    1 R  0R0 

■   3  75 

•    PR  40R 

.     00 •  ~ w  0 

■    5  94 

•  29  076 

:  7.35 

Others  .... 

•                  X  U" 

03 

»       •  wo 

:          1 1 

i  XX 

7 

'         T  25 

»            x  *o  0 

:  .03 

:  4 

Total 

Empire  . . 

•  33.100 

■  4  71 

:  30,172 

:  4. 77 

■    74   93  R 

»         i  ~  •  »yOO 

■  1  5  57 

•  X  O  •  O  1 

:  91,391 

:  21.38 

:  90,587 

:22.90 

*f\io  ta 

countrie  s 

Denmark  . . . 

:  457, 71 8. 

65.07, 

.372,401 

:  58.90' 

244  210 

£_/^x  J-  ^  <Ji.  u 

: 50*74 

216.303 

: 50.61 

:195,539 

49.43 

Netherlands 

:  l/28. 506 

:  4.05; 

72,367 

. 11.45 

36  991 

:  7.69 

29,407 

:  6.88 

;  25,845. 

6.53 

Sweden 

24, 858 

.  3.53: 

19,603 

3.10. 

18  114 

J.  U  j  J  L  J. 

:  3.76: 

15.  584, 

3.65 

.  13,894: 

3.51 

Poland  .... 

77  057' 

"1  0  9R- 

61,475 

.  9.72: 

■73  9^3 

O  O  j  *70  O  < 

7  05 

?4  330 

:  5.69 

:  24,291 

,  6.14 

Lithuania  • 

37,014: 

5.26: 

32  035 

5.07: 

1  9  882 

:  4.13: 

8,333 

1.  95 

10,714. 

2.71 

Estonia  2/ • : 

4, 077; 

-58- 

4,059: 

.64: 

3  336  ■ 

.69' 

•  W  •>  1 

?  633- 

.61: 

2,621: 

•  DO 

Finland  2/.: 

2, 058: 

.29: 

2,491: 

.39* 

2  099' 

.44: 

1,296 

.30. 

3/l,  158: 

.39 

Latvia  2/  •: 

1  389* 

1,819: 

.29: 

P  1  4R ' 

45- 

•  "O  4 

1  R70' 

X  5  O  1  w  * 

.44. 

2,023: 

.51 

USSR  2/  . . . : 

2,006: 

.29: 

2, 431: 

38* 

•  O  W  « 

2,601: 

.54: 

2,600: 

.61: 

3/2,389: 

.61 

Argentina^/ : 

2,719: 

.39: 

:  2,867: 

.45: 

1,042: 

.22: 

1,067: 

.25: 

1,418: 

.36 

IT*  S  •  •«•«•! 

27  ,  443: 

3.90: 

25,201: 

3.99: 

25,905: 

5.38: 

21,184: 

4.96: 

17,091: 

4.32 

Total  : 

quota  . . . : 

664,845: 

95.51: 

596,749: 

94.38: 

390,261: 

81.09: 

324,607: 

75.95: 

296, 983: 

75.07 

Minor  : 

suppliers. . : 

5,491: 

.78: 

5,359: 

.85: 

16,073: 

3.34: 

11,415: 

2.67: 

8,033J 

2.03 

Total  . . . . : 

703,436: 

.  100  : 

632,280: 

100  : 

481,269: 

100  : 

427,413: 

100  : 

395,603: 

100 

I./  An  unusually  low  annual  figure.  2/  Approximation  "basod  on  annual  statistics. 
3/    March  figure,  preliminary.    4/    Ham  imports  only;  "bacon  figures  not  available. 


Liverpool  "bacon  quotations  during  April  declined  steadily  from  the 
high  level  maintained  during  February  and  March.    Danish  Wiltshire  sides, 
at  $20.46  per  100  pounds,  averaged  10  cents  less  than  during  the  previous 
month,  and  Canadian  green  sides  made  an  average  of  $17,70  per  100  pounds 
against  $17.87  in  March.     These  prices,  however,  were  the  highest  April 
averages  in  5  years.    American  green  "bellies  were  offered  in  too  small 
quantities  for  price  quotations.    April  quotations  on  American  short  cut 
green  hams  reached  an  average  of  $20.88  per  100  pounds,  which  was  $1.23 
above  the  March  and  April  1935  averages.     It  was  not  only  the  highest  monthly 
average  since  last  October,  but  the  highest  April  average  since  1930. 
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The  outstanding  feature  of  the  March  ham  trade  was  the  fact  that 
imports  of  hams  from  Canada  were  larger  than  imports  from  the  United  States. 
Imports  from  the  United  States,  however,  were  slightly  larger  in  March 
than  in  the  preceding  month,  and,  in  response  to  the  high  prices  at 
present  obtainable  on  the  British  market,  may  regain  their  dominant  position. 
At  16,126,000  pounds  for  the  first  half  of  the  1935-36  season,  they  show  a 
reduction  from  corresponding  1934-35  figures  of  7  percent  and  from  the  peak 
year  1929-30  of  61  percent.    United  States  ham  in  1931-32  represented  over 
56    percent  of  the  total  ham  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  and  in  1933-34, 
62  percent.     Imports  from  the  United  States  in  1935-36  represented  less 
than  50  percent  of  the  total.    On  the  other  hand,  the  Canadian  share  in- 
creased from  16  to  37  percent  during  the  same  5  years.    Empire  sources 
October  1  to  March  31,  1935-36  furnished  over  42  percent  of  ham  imports  as 
compared  with  less  than  19  percent  in  1931-32. 


United  Kingdom:    Ham  imports,  October-March,  1931-36 


Country 

:  1931-32 

:  1932-33 

:  1933-34 

:  1934-35 

:  1935-36 

:  Amount 

:  Per- 
:  cent 
:  of 
:  total 

: Amount 

•    i:  c;  x  — ■ 

:  cent 
:  of 
:  total 

:  Amount 

:  Per— 
:  cent 
:  of 
:  total 

:  Amount 

•  ppr- 
:  cent 
:  of 
: total 

: Amount 

:  Per- 
:  cent 
:  of 
: total 

Empire 

:  1,000 
:  "pounds 

:  Per- 
:  cent 

: 1 , 000 
: pounds 

:  Per- 
:  cent 

: 1,000 
:pounds 

:  Per- 
:  cent 

: 1 , 000 
: pounds 

:  Per- 
:  cent 

:  1 , 000 
:  pounds 

:  Per- 
:  cent 

countries: 
Canada  .... 
Irish  Er.S. 
Total 
Empire  . . 
Principal 
quota 

suppliers:  . 

U.S.  »*»... 

Poland  . . .  . : 

Argentina  .: 
Total  3  : 
countries. : 
Others   : 

:  6,397 
:  1,081 

:16.13 
:  2.73 

:  7,732 
:  1,216 

:18.99 
:  2.99 

:  9,841 
:  985 

: 26.35 
:  2.63 

:10,134 
:  983 

:30.60 
:  2.97 

: 12, 113 
:  1,648 

:37.19 
:  5.06 

:  7,478 

,18.86 

8,948 

:21.98 

•10,826 

:28.99 

:11, 117 

:33.57, 

13,761 

: 42.25 

22,327. 
6,607: 
2,719: 

56.32: 
16.67: 
6.86: 

23,248* 
5,468 
2,867: 

57.11: 
13.43: 
7.04: 

23,113. 
2,324. 
1,042: 

61.90: 
6.22. 
2.79: 

19,427. 
1,240. 
1,067: 

58.67: 
3.74: 
3.22: 

16,126: 
1,171: 
1,418. 

49.51 
3.59 
4.35 

31,653: 

79.85: 

31,583. 

77.58: 

26,479: 

70.91: 

21,734. 

65.63: 

18,715: 

57.45 

510: 

1.29: 

179: 

.44: 

38: 

.10: 

264: 

.80: 

96: 

.30 

Total  . . . . : 

39,641: 

100  : 

40,710: 

100  : 

37,343: 

100  : 

33,115: 

100  : 

32,572: 

100 

Liverpool  lard  quotations  for  April  averaged  $13,85  per  100  pounds, 
the  highest  April  average  in  the  past  8  years  and  the  highest  monthly  average 
since  last  September.     Imports  for  the  season  to  March  31  were  33  percent 
below  corresponding  1934-35  imports  and  represented  a  decline  of  50  percent 
from  those  of  1933-34.     The  United  States  continues  to  be  the  leading  supplier 
of  lard  to  the  British  market,  furnishing,  however,  but  33  percent  of  the 
total  this  season  as  against  77  percent  a  year  ago  and  91  percent  in  1933-34. 
Brazil,  Canada,  and  Hungary  have  supplied  the  bulk  of  the  United  Kingdom 
imports  originating  outside  the  United  States. 
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Domestic  sup's  1 i  e  s .  -  The  number  of  pigs  contracted  for  delivery 
in  1936  is  approximately  2,000,000  head  compared  with  1,854,513  in  1935. 
According  to  the  contracts,  the  distribution  of  deliveries  "by  5-month 
periods  will  be.  approximately  the  same  as  last  year,  when  32  percent  of 
the  pigs  were  contracted  for  delivery  during  the  first  4  months. 

During  1935  special  bonuses  were  paid  for  maximum  deliveries  during 
the  4  months  January- April.     The  Class  A  bonus  was  paid  on  contracts 
where  33-l/3  percent  and  over  of  the  annual  total  was  contracted  for, 
delivered,  and  accepted  during  these  months.     Class  B  bonus  was  paid  on 
the  range  of  30  percent  to  33-1/3  percent,  and  Class  C  bonus  for  25 
percent  up  to  30  percent.     In  November,  preliminary-  bonus  payments  of 
6,  4,  and  2  pence  per  score  (around  62,  41,  and  21  cents  per  100  pounds), 
were  paid  on  these  three  classes.     The  final  payments  in  March  brought 
the  three  bonus  payments  up  to  8.7,  5.8,  and  2.9  pence  per  score  (about 
91,  61,  and  30  cents  per  100  pounds),  respectively,  and  brought  the  total 
bonus  distribution  up  to  £  121,500. 

The  bonus  scheme,  together  with  the  requirement  that  at  least  25 
percent  of  the  total  number  of  pigs  contracted  for  should  be  in  the  first 
4  months  and  not  more  than  45  percent  in  the  last  4  months,  resulted  in  a 
somewhat  more  even  distribution  of  deliveries  than  in  the  previous  years. 
Contracts  from  January  to  April  were  32.03  percent,  May  to  August  30.69 
percent,  and  September  to  December  37.28  percent  of  the  total.  However, 
actual  deliveries  were  smaller  in  the  first  period  and  larger  thereafter. 

In  1936  a  Class  A  bonus  will  be  paid  for  deliveries  of  at  least 
33-1/3  percent  during  the  first  4  months  and  a  Class  B  bonus,  one-third  as 
large,  for  25  but  less  than  33-l/3  percent.     In  addition  a  special  bonas 
is  paid  to  those  qualifying  for  Class  A  or  Class  B  bonus  on  the  lowest 
accepted  deliveries  (weight  basis)  during  any  one  of  the  first  4  months, 
thus  encouraging  more  equal  deliveries  during  each  of  these  months. 

G-ov eminent  aid  in  the  Irish  Free  State.-  Pigs  and  Bacon  Marketing 
Boards  were  established  in  the  Irish  Free  State  in  September  1935,  and 
became  operative  on  October  1.    Prices  by  classes  and  grades  of  pigs 
sold  to  bacon  curers  were  fixed  by  the  Pigs  "Marketing  Board.  Internal 
production  of  bacon  with  quotas  for  each  factory  was  fixed  by  the  Bacon 
Marketing  Board.    Up  to  the  end  of  September  1935,  there  was  levied  an 
excise  tax  of  5s.  per  carcass  (about  $1.25),  or  portion  thereof,  used 
for  production  of  bacon. 

Export  bounties  have  been  paid  on  hog  products  since  September 
1932,  and  on  live  pigs  since  October  1932.     The  payment  of  these  bounties 
followed  the  imposition  of  British  special  duties  on  live  pigs  and  pig 
products  from  the  Irish  Free  State  in  July  1932.    Exports  to  the  United 
Kingdom  of  any  form  of  bacon  and  ham  and  live  pigs  and  pig  carcasses 
intended  for  conversion  into  bacon  have  been  subject  to  quota  since 
September  1933.     The  export  of  live  pigs  has  been  prohibited  except  under 
license  since  August  1934. 

The  effect  of  the  G-overnment  aid  to  pig  producers  has  been  decidedly 
stiniu.la.ting.     The  number  of  fat  pigs  purchased  for  curing  increased  from 
851,681  in  1933  to  1,062,253  in  1935.     Similarly,  the  number  of  fat  pigs 
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exported  from  the  Irish  Free  State  increased  from  54,080  to  108,886  during 
this  period.    Exports  of  bacon  rind  hams  increased  even  more  rapidly  from 
25,979,000  pounds  in  1933  to  56,126,000  pounds. in  1935.     On  the  other 
hand,  the  exports  of  fresh  pork  declined  from  21,697,000  pounds  in  1933 
to  15,748,000  pounds  in  1935. 

Countries  Important  in  British  Market  Supplies 

Denmark.-  Monthly  statistics  relative  to  slaughter  at  export 
slaughterhouses  show  slaughter  in  1935  to  be  smaller  than  for  any  year 
since  1926,  according  to  Agricultural  Commissioner  H.  E.  Reed  at  Berlin. 
Other  data  show  the  average  weekly  slaughter  in  1935  to  be  83,107  head 
compared  with  92,128  in  1934  and  122,270  in  1933.     In  1935,  hogs  with  cards 
made  up  a  greater  proportion  of  total  slaughter  than  in  the  2  previous 
years  and  accounted  for  4,026,662  of  the  total  slaughter  of  4,341,673.  Hogs 
without  cards  and  hogs  outside  the  scope  of  control  measures  accounted  for 
37,640  and  117,371,  respectively  in  1935.    An  increase  in  marketings  and 
slaughter  in  1936  is  indicated  by  production  trends  and  present  market 
possibilities. 

Exports  of  bacon  during  the  first  3  months  of  1936  totaled  103,427,000 
pounds  compared  with  111,588,000  pounds  during  the  same  period  of  1935, 
increased  exports  to  Germany  failing  to  offset  the  reduction  in  the  quantity 
sent  to  England.    Lard  exports  during  January-February  1936  were  smaller 
than  for  the  same  period  in  1935,  although  February  exports  of  lard  exceeded 
those  of  February  1934  and  1935.    Live  hog  exports  for  the  period  January  1- 
March  29  totaled  24,927  head  compared  with  537  during  January-March  1935* 
Germany  was  the  sole  outlet  for  live  hogs  and  the  increase  in  numbers  ex- 
ported, together  with  the  heavy  weights  of  hogs  which  are  sent  to  Germany, 
probably  has  about  offset  the  reduction  in  bacon  and  lard  exports, 

A  continuation  of  the  tendency  for  Danish  hog  production  to  increase 
was  to  be  expected  from  the  favorable  marketing  situation  which  Was  obtained 
in  Denmark  during  the  last  few  months.    Supplementary  quotas  granted  by 
Engl-nd  and  increased  exports  of  live  hogs  to  Germany  -  all  of  which  are  in- 
cluded in  the  card  issue  -  have  materially  reduced  the  number  of  hogs  mar- 
keted without  cards.    Prices  of  hogs  without  cards  have  been  greatly  reduced 
during  the  early  months  of  1936  when  compared  with  the  high  prices  which 
obtained  for  hogs  without  cards  in  December  1935;  but,  while  the  bacon- 
feed  ratio  for  hogs  without  cards  has  been  decidedly  unfavorable  (averaging 
about  6:1  during  the  first  3  months  of  1936),  usually  it  has  applied  to 
an  insignificant  part  of  total  marketings.     Prices  for  hogs  with  cards  have 
been  very  favorable  throughout  the  first  quarter  of  1936,  the  "bacon-feed 
ratio  for  such  hogs  fluctuating  between  12.6:1  and  13.5:1.    Feeder  pig 
prices  have  also  advanced  sharply  and  steadily  during  the  first  quarter  of 
1936. 

In  view  of  a  possible  increase  in  the  British  quota,  which  may 
accompany  the  adoption  of  an  earmarked  tariff  for  subsidizing  British  hog 
producers,  and  the  possibilities  of  continued  exports  to  Germany  on  a 
barter  basis,  the  increase  in  Danish  hog  production  to  date  does  not  appear 
to  be  greatly  in  excess  of  probable  market  outlets.    Nor  is  it  likely  that 
production  will  get  out  of  hand  and  a  surplus  ensue.    Just  as  soon  as 
marketings  exceed  profitable  outlets,  the  influence  of  the  low  and 
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unremunerative  prices  for  hogs  without  cards  will  again  become  effective 
and  act  as  a  check  on  the  upward  trend  in  production.     The  Danish  control 
measures  so  far  have  been  effective  in  bringing  production  to,  and  maintain- 
ing it  at  about  the  level  dictated  by  remunerative  market  outlets,  and  it 
appears  that  they  will  so  continue.    Long-time  planning  by  the  control 
authorities,  however,  is  impossible  until  they  have  a  better  idea  as  to 
the  policy  which  Great  Britain  will  adopt  with  respect  to  import  restrictions. 

Netherlands.-  In  the  Netherlands,  total  hog  slaughter  in  1935  was 
the  lowest  for  any  year  since  1923,  Mr.  Reed  reports.     The  proportion  of 
total  slaughter  represented  by  export  slaughter  also  declined  and  was 
lower  than  for  any  other  year  for  which  data  are  available.  Increased 
slaughter  during  1936  is  indicated  by  the  increase  in  production  of  pigs 
which  occurred  in  1935. 


Netherlands:    Annual  hog  slaughter,  1930-1935 


:                Home  si  aught 

er 

Percent- 

:Percent- 

Year:  Total 

Export  : 

age 

iage  export 

:  slaughter 

: Inspected 

:     Non-  : 

Total 

:  slaughter: home  is 

:  is  of 

;  inspected: 

of  total 

:  to  tal 

:  Head 

:  Head 

:      Head  : 

Head 

Head  : 

Percent 

:  Percent 

1930:2,752,235, 

1,257,829 

291,046:1 

,548,875 

.1 

,203,360: 

56.28 

43.72 

1931:3,666s 594: 

1,771,971. 

395,426:2 

,167,397: 

1 

,499,197: 

59.11 

40.89 

1932:3,554,932: 

1,830,938: 

395,631:2 

,226,569: 

1 

,328,413", 

62.63  . 

37.37 

1933:2,775,939: 

1,408,325: 

259,145:1 

,667,470: 

1 

,108,469: 

60.07  : 

39.93 

1934:2,545,968: 

1,412,491: 

303,023:1 

,715,514: 

830,454: 

67.39  : 

-  32.61 

1935:2,015,893: 

1,166,413: 

269,453:1 

,435,866: 

580,027: 

71.20  : 

28.80 

The  upturn  in  production,  which  was  in  evidence  throughout  1935, 
continued  into  1936.     The  February  1936  census,  while  showing  a  seasonal 
decline  from  November  1935  numbers,  allows  a  marked  increase  compared  with 
February  1935  numbers,  with  substantial  increases  in  all  important  categories, 
the  most  important  increases  being  shown  in  numbers  of  sows,  suckling  pigs, 
and  other  pigs  up  to  132  pounds.    Only  slight  increases  occurred  in  the 
heavier  weight  classes. 

A  total  of  2,239,793  earmarks,  from  the  allocation  of  2,321,000 
for  the  fourth  period  (1935)  were  issued.    During  the  first  quarter  of 
1936,  263,143  earmarks  were  used  from  the  total  allocation  of  2,245,616 
for  the  fifth  period  (1936).    While  production  in  the  Netherlands  is  in- 
creasing, the  earmark  system  is  expected  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  any 
great  annual  surplus.     Seasonal  production,  however,  has  not  as  yet  been 
entirely  brought  into  line  with  seasonal  demand. 
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Hog  marketings  and  slaughter  increased  during  the  first  quarter  of 
1936  as  compared  with  the  first  and  last  quarter  of  1955.    With  the  increase 
in  supplies,  prices  have  shown  an  easier  tendency,  hut  the  support  extended 
by  the  control  agency  has  prevented  any  great  decline.    Export  prices  paid 
by  the  Centrale  were  adjusted  downward  in  early  February  to  conform  to  do- 
mestic prices.    Feed  prices  have  advanced  and  with  the  decline  in  hog  prices 
producers  were  not  making  a  "reasonable  profit"  at  the  end  of  March.  Con- 
sequently, the  Centrale  increased  the  price  for  export  fatbacks  at  the  bo- 
ginning  of  April. 

Poland.-  Marketings  during  the  first  quarter  of  1936  at  Posen,  which 
presumably  arc  representative  of  conditions  in  the  Polish  Corridor,  were 
smaller  than  in  the  same  period  of  1935.     This  decrease,  however,  has  doubt- 
less been  offset  to  some  extent  by  an  increase  in  direct  marketings  under 
contracts  between  hog  producers  and  bacon  factories.     It  is  reported  that 
total  marketings  from  bacon-hog  areas  in  Poland  during  the  first  quarter 
of  1936  were  practically  as  large  as  in  the  first  quarter  of  1935.  Production 
and  marketings  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  1936  are  not  clear.    Hog  and 
feed  price  movements  during  the  latter  half  of  1935  point  to  an  upturn  in 
production  and  the  Polish  Government  is  continuing  its  efforts  to  increase 
the  production  and  export  of  livostock  and  livestock  products  in  an  effort 
to  improve  the  economic  and  cultural  lovel  of  the  rural  population. 

Despite  the  reduction  of  approximately  5  percent  in  total  numbers 
shown  by  the  June  1935  hog  census,  slaughter  of  hogs  at  32  principal  markets 
in  Poland  was  larger  in  every  month  of  1935  than  in  the  corresponding  months 
of  1934.     If  the  census  figu  es  are  correct,  the  maintenance  of  slaughter 
at  the  higher  level  is  probably  due  to  the  improvement  which  has  taken  place 
in  total  hog  and  pork  exports. 

The  decline  in  hog  prices  from  the  high  point  reached  in  September 
1935  continued  into  1936.    Prices  at  Posen  declined  in  January,  improved  in 
February,  and  declined  further  in  March.    Between  the  beginning  and  close 
of  the  first  quarter  of  1935,  the  decline  in  prices  at  Posen  amounted  to 
about  10  percent,  but  prices  averaged  approximately  one-third  higher  than 
in  the  first  quarter  of  1935.    Advancing  feed  prices  and  the  lower  hog  prices 
combined  during  the  first  quarter  of  1936  to  reduce  the  favorable  hog-feed 
price  ratio  which  Poland  had  enjoyed  since  August  1935. 

The  improvement  in  Poland's  export  trade  in  hogs  and  pork  products 
noted  in  1935  continued  into  1936.    Exports  for  January  and  February  1936 
exceeded  those  of  the  previous  year.    A  sharp  increase  in  bacon  exports 
to  England  in  February  has  been  due  to  an  increase  in  export  business  with 
other  countries  conducted  through  British  ports.     The  increase  in  ham  exports 
may  be  accounted  for  by  increased  trade  in  Polish  tinned  hams.    The  increase 
in  lard  exports  was  to  be  expected  in  view  of  Poland's  policy  of  exporting 
lard  under  a  subsidy  in  order  to  prevent  accumulated  lard  stocks  from  de- 
pressing domestic  hog  prices. 

The  German-Polish  trade  arrangement  and  Czechoslovakia's  reduced  hog 
numbers  are  responsible  for  the  improvement  in  live  hog  and  fresh  pork  exports 
compared  with  last  year.    Exports  of  live  nogs  and  pork  to  Germany  in  February 
and  March,  however,  were  less  than  in  December  1935  and  January  1936  because 
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of  Poland's  inability  to  absorb  the  German  goods  offered  in  .payment  for  the 
hogs.    Poland's  hog  quota  for  export  to  Germany  in  January  was  reduced  to 
60  percent  of  the  December  quota.    The  February  quota  was  reduced  to  20 
percent  and  the  March  quota  to  26.6  percent.     It  is  reporter",  that  an  improve- 
ment in  Polish  purchases  of  German  goods  has  permitted  an  increase  in  the 
April  quota  to  40  percent  of  the  December  quota. 

Central  European  Importing  Countries 

Germany.-  Increased  domestic  hog  production  and  slaughter,  imports 
of  hogs  and  butter,  and  increased  imports  of  cattle  and  'beef  have  combined 
to  bring  about  a  more  favorable  meat  and  fat  supply  situation  in  Germany, 
for  the  present  at  least-,  according  to  Mr.  Reed.    The  improvement  has  been 
developed  despite  declining  cattle  numbers  and  an  enforced  reduction  in 
cattle  slaughter.    The  increase  in  domestic  hog  production  has  been  the  most 
important  factor  in  the  situation.    Hog  numbers  as  of  March  1936  exceeded 
those  of  the  same  time  in  1935,  and  feed  supplies,  which  show  considerable 
reduction  compared  with  last  year,  loom  as  the  limiting  factor  in  the  pork 
and  fat  situation  until  the  time  when  the  new  feed  crop  becomes  available. 
Maintained  imports  of  hogs  and  butter  under  existing  trade  agreements  along 
with  some  reduction  in  the  present  margarine  output  arc  to  be  expected. 

The  gradual  increase  in  weekly  receipts  of  hogs  at  German  markets, 
which  began  in  late  October  1935,  continued  into  1936  and,  by  late  March, 
weekly  marketings    t  39  important  centers  exceeded  those  of  corresponding 
weeks  in  1955.    The  seasonal  decline  which  occurred  in  inspected  slaughter 
between  December  1934  and  February  1935  was  probably  accentuated  by  the 
regulation  prohibiting  slaughter  of  hogs  under  180  pounds,  live  weight, 
with  the  result  that  inspected  slaughter  during  January  and  February  1936 
was  the  lowest  for  any  comparable  period  since  1930.    March  and  April  receipts 
at  39  markets,  however,  indicate  that  inspected  slaughter  for  those  months 
will  at  least  approximate,  and  likely  exceed,  inspected  slaughter  for  the 
same  months  of  1935.     The  regulation  limiting  weekly  slaughter  by  individuals 
and  firms  to  cO  percent  of  their  average  weekly  slaughter  during  October 

1934  was  altered  to  allow  80  percent  of  their  average  weekly  slaughter  during 
the  period  October  1,  1934  to  September  28,  1935,  and  the  allowance  was  raised 
to  90  percent  as  of  May  11.     in  view  of  the  pork  and  fat  situation  which 
obtained  during  the  latter  pert  of  1935,  it  is  reasonably  to  assume  that 

home  slaughter  has  increased,  and  certainly  it  was  an  important  factor  in 
alleviating  the  fat  shortage  during  December  1935  and  the  first  quarter  of 
1936.    A  continuation  of  the  increased  slaughter  allowances  is  indicated 
by  the  March  hog  census. 

The  average  hog  slaughter  weight,  reported  by  large  slaughterhouses, 
increased  from  216  pounds  in  November  1935  to  220  pounds  in  December  1935, 
was  maintained  at  that  figure  in  January  1936,  and  declined  slightly  to  218 
pounds  in  February.    While  an  increase  in  slaughter  weight  in  those  months 
is  usually  expected  from  seasonal  influences,  the  unusually  heavy  weights 
attained  this  year  in  the  face  of  increasing  hog  numbers  and  declining  feed 
supplies  may  be  attributed  to  the  regulations  which  fixed  minimum  slaughter 
weights  end  those  which  reestablished  and  increased  price  spreads  between 
hog  classes.    Receipts  by  weight  classes  at  12  markets  show  that  a  relatively 
high  percentage  of  hogs  in  the  heavy  weight  classes  was  reached  in  December 

1935  and  maintained  during  the  first  quarter  of  1936. 
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Germany:    Total  inspected  slaughter  of  hogs',  and  marketings 
at  36  important  markets,  1934-1936 


Period  1934  \  1935  \  1936 


:  Head  Head  Head 

Slaughter 

Jan   :  1,812,736  1,825,816  1,582,464 

Feb   :  1,619,682  1,627,719  1,535,043 

Mar   :  1,741,106  1,619,117 

Dec   :  2,061,722  1,878,206 

Marketings  : 

Jan   :  477,696  473,9  74  318,092 

Feb.    ....   :  444,437  427,152  339,307 

Mar   :  475,525  464,849 

Dec   :  436,283  312,066 


Imports  of  cattle  have  shown  a  marked  increase  in  1936,  but  monthly- 
hog  imports  during  the  first  quarter,  although  larger  than  in  the  correspon- 
ding period  of  1935,  were  smaller  than  during  November  and  December  1935. 
Denmark  was  the  principal  source  of  live  cattle  imports  and  Denmark,  Poland, 
Hungary,  and  Yugoslavia  were  the  principal  suppliers  of  hogs  end  pork  product 
Meat  imports  increased,  due  to  shipments  of  frozen  beef  from  South  America 
and  hog  carcasses  from  Poland  and  Hungary.    Monthly  lard  imports  for  the 
period  November  1935-February  1936  have  fluctuated  within  relatively  narrow 
limits,  Denmark  and  Hungary  being  the  principal  suppliers.    A  small  increase 
in  imports  of  American  lard  has  occurred  recently.    Most  of  the  imports  of 
cattle,  hogs,  meats,  and  fats  are  the  result  of  trade  arrangements  with  neigh 
boring  and  South  American  countries,  and  the  periods  for  which  those  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  indie at p  that  imports  for  the  remainder  of  1936  will 
be  larger  than  during  1934  and  1935,  provided  the  exporting  countries  are 
able  to  take  the  German  goods  offered  in  exchange  and  the  clearings  are 
satisfactory. 

Fixed  prices,  which  obtain  in  Germany  for  hogs,  cattle,  and  edible 
fats,  do  not,  of  course,  reflect  supply  and  demand  conditions.     Price  changes 
occurring  in  the  period  under  review  have  b-ien  largely  due  to  adjustments 
which  were  made  to  correct  certe in  difficulties  arising  from  previous  price- 
fixing  measures.    While  hog  prices  have  been  stable,  grain  and  potato  prices 
have  advanced,  and  the  hog-feed  price  ratio  has  tended  to  become  unfavorable. 
However,  the  present  feed  situation  in  Germany  is  such  that  without  fixed 
feed  prices  the  ratio  would  undoubtedly  be  even  more  unfavorable. 

Serious  fat  shortages  have  not  been  in  evidence  during  the  first 
quarter  of  1956,  with  the  exception  of  a  short  period  during  February.  In 
fact,  domestic  lard  production  has  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  prac- 
tically all  lard  imports  since  the  beginning  of  the  year  have  been  placed 
in  storage.     The  improved  situation  has  also  resulted  in  some  relaxing  of 
the  numerous  regulations  affecting  the  sale  of  fats  in  Germany. 
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In  spite  of  the  improvement,   the  long-time  fat  problem  has  not  been 
solved.     It  is  now  generally  recognized  that  Germany  is  and  will  continue 
to  be  a  deficit  fat  area,  dependent  on  imports.    Earnest  efforts  to  reduce 
the  quantity  which  must  be  imported  are  being  continued,  but  ideas  about 
self-sufficiency  in  fats  have  apparently  been  abandoned.    The  financial  and 
economic  situations  demand  that  imported  fat  supplies  come,  as  far  as  possible, 
from  those  countries  with  which  Germany  has  clearing  or  other  trade  arrange- 
ments, ana  that  foreign  exchange  be  used  for  fat  imports  only  to  the  extent 
which  necessity  demands.    As  with  pork  supplies,  future  domestic  fat  supplies 
depend  largely  on  tnc  1936  feed  crops. 

Cze c ho s 1 o vak i a . -  Reduced  domestic  hog  supplies  and  increased  hog 
imports  were  the  features  of  Czech  hog  markets  in  1935.    Plog  imports  (195,812 
head)  although  more  than  double  those  of  the  previous  year  (82,776)  did 
not  offset  the  decline  in  domestic  receipts.     Taxed  slaughter  for  1935  totaled 
3,998,661  head  compared  with  4,386,300  in  1934  (the  year  of  heaviest  slaughter) 
and  3,561,737  in  1933.    As  a  result  of  reduced  slaughter,  total  pork  and 
fat  consumption  declined. 

Preliminary  census  data  as  of  January  1,  1936  show  a  continuation 
of  the  decline  in  Czechoslovakian  hog  numbers  which  began  in  1954.  Total 
numbers  have  been  reduced  approximately  10  percent  since  January  1,  1935, 
although  sow  numbers  show  a  decline  of  only  about  6  percent.     The  1935  re- 
duction in  numbers  was  not  so  largo  as  the  reduction  in  1934,  when  the  drought 
and  Government  measures  brought  -bout  liquidation.     Favorable  hog  prices  in 
Czechoslovakia  offer  little  if  any  stimulus  to  production  because  they  have 
been  more  than  offset  by  high  feed  prices.    Hog  pv-ices  were  steady  through 
January  and  February  but  declined  in  Llarch.    March  prices,  while  showing 
about  10  percent  reduction  f.om  the  high  prices  of  October  and  November 
1935,  are  much  higher  than  during  March  of  last  year.    High  feed  prices, 
which  have  resulted  from  operations  of  the  State  Grain  Monopoly,  made  for 
an  unfavorable  hog-feed  ratio,  and  hog  production  is  reported  to  be  unprofit- 
able. 

The  policy  of  securing  needed  pork  and  fat  supplies  from  Danubian 
countries  and  Poland  in  exchange  for  industrial  and  other  goods  is  being 
continued.    Hog  imports  in  1936  have  increased  sufficiently  to  cause  mar- 
ketings at  Prague  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  to  exceed  greatly 
comparable  marketings  for  1935. 

Imports  of  lard  and  fatbacks  during  the  first  quarter  of  1936  were 
much  larger  than  during  the  same  period  of  1935  but  were  seasonally  smaller 


Czechoslovakia:     Hog  slaughter,  1933-1935 


Period 

1933  ; 

1934  ; 

1935 

Head 

Head 

Head 

Jan. -Oct  

2,638,701 

3,271,606 

3,104,861 

287,359 

376,780 

267,366 

655,677 

737,914 

626,434 

Total   

3,561, 737 

4,386,300 

3,998,661 
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than  in  the  last  quarter  of  1955.    The  reduced  duty  rates,  amounting  to 
about  2.26  cents  per  pound  for  rendered  lard  and  about  1.51  cents  per  pound 
for  raw  fat  and  fatback  imports,  expire..  February  10,  1956  but  were  extended 
until  June  9,  1956.    The  bulk  of  lard  and  fatback  imports  continues  to  come 
from  the    Danube  Basin,  particularly  Hungary.    Hungary  is  reported  to  have 
been  successful  in  covering  corn  requirements  through  bilateral  agreements 
with  Yugoslavia  and  Rumania,  and  the  Czechs  are  confident  that  Hungary  will 
be  able  to  deliver  lard,  fatbacks,  and  hogs  in  quantities  equal  to  past 
shipments . 

Danube  Basin  Exporting  Countries 

The  Danube  Basin  lard  exports  for  the  first  quarter  of  1956  are  now 
placed  at  about  22,000,000  pounds  compared  with  about  20,000,000  pounds 
in  the  corresponding  1955  period,  according  to  the  Belgrade  office  of  the 
Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Exports  for  April  are  estimated  to  be  about 
7,500,000  pounds  against  5,977,000  pounds  a  year  earlier.    Of  the  April  1956 
figure,  Hungary's  share  is  only  about  58  percent  compared  with  over  85  percent 
of  the  exports  for  the  year  1955.     The  declining  Hungarian  share  of  an  in- 
creasing 1956  total  was  the  result  of  expanding  shipments  from  Yugoslavia 
and  Bulgaria  while  the  Hungarian  movement  remained  fairly  constant. 

About  50  percent  of  the  4,409,000  pounds  of  Hungarian  lard  exported 
m  Apnl^went  to  Germany,  50  percent  to  Czechoslovakia,  and  20  percent  to 
Great  Britain.     Germany  is  reported  to  hove  paid  the  equivalent  of  14.7 
cents  per  pound  for  Hungarian  lard  in  April.    April  prices  are  also  being 
paid  for  the  May  quotas  of  2,7^5,000  pounds  of  melted  Hungarian  lard  and 
450,000  pounds  of  unrendered  fat  sides. 

Adjustment  of  German -Yugoslav  exchange  problems  resulted  in  the  German 
absorption  of  most  or  the  estimated  1,764,000  pounds  of  Yugoslav  lcrd  exported 
in  April.     In  Bulgaria,  this  season's  lard  exports  ere  reported  as  nearing 
completion,  after  having  amounted  to  about  5,204,000  pounds  from  January  1 
to  April  50,  1956.    Most  of  the  Bulgarian  lard  went  to  Germany,  with  some 
going  also  to  Czechoslovakia  and  Great  Britain. 

Danubian  live  hog  exports  for  the  first  4  months  of  1956  totaled 
about  204  ,  000  head  against  .124,000  he  d  in  the  corresponding  1955  period. 
More  than  half  of  this  year's  live  hog  exports  have  come  from  Yugoslavia. 
Last  year,  Hungary  was  the  chief  exporter  of  the  group.    Danube    Basin  exports 
of  hog  carcasses  and  fresh  pork  totaled  about  55,167,000  pounds  fo-  the 
first  quarter  of  1956.     Of  this  total,  about  65  percent  originated  in  Hungary, 
27  percent  in  Yugoslavia,  and  8  percent  in  Bulgaria.     Exports  declined  sharply 
m  April  to  only  a  few  thousand  pounds,  largely  because  of  the  advance  in 
Hungarian  hog  end  pork  prices.     Since  March  21,  the  price  situation  has 
prevented  exports  from  Hungary  to  Germany.    The  April  exports  were  largely 
from  Yugoslavia  to  Austria. 

High  pork  prices  and  lower  feed  prices  resulted  in  expanded  feeding 
operations  in  Hungary  during  March  and  April.    A  new  trade  agreement  with 
Rumania  involving  corn  has  improved  the  Hungarian  feed  situation' materially. 
At  this  year's  annual  livestock  show,  71  percent  of  the  breeding  hogs  on 
exhibition  were  purchased,  compared  with  only  50  percent  at  last  year's  show. 


KP-78  -  27. 


Lard:    Exports  from  the  Danube  Basin,  by  months,  1935-36 


Year  and  month     \  Hungary  ['     Yugoslavia        \  Total 


:  1 , 000  pounds           1,000  pounds  1,000  pounds 

1935  : 

Jan                         :  4,648  801         .  5,449 

Feb                         :  5,149  1,066  1/  6,237 

Mar   :  ZjJ:4JL_   J±L^  8,159 

First  quarter  :  17,140   2,685  1/  19,845 

Apr                         :  3,421             "  556  "  3,977 

May                          :  4,207  662  4,869 

June                        :  4,520  154  •   4 ,  c  74 

Second  quarter:  12,148  1,572  13,520 

July  ..........    :  5,325  491  5,816 

Aug                         :  3,567  973  4,540 

Sept   :  r_?^9.2  721_  5,025 

Third  quarter  :  11,194   2,IcS5  •  13,379  

Oct                          :  4,657  1,242  5,899 

Nov.                         :  4,149  1,518  5,667 

Dec.                        :  3,9_14   1,455  Zj  5,571 

Fourth  quarter:  12,720  4,193  2/  16,937 

Total  1935     :  55,202  10,455   5/  65,681 

1936  : 

Jan                         :  4,824  2,249  7,073 

Feb                         :  6,260  543  4/  7,046 

Mar,                         :  4,017  2,219  5/  7,984 

First  quarter  :  Is",  101  S^oTl  ~tJ~ii~'\Vb  ~ 

Apr                         :  4,409  1,764  7/  7,540 


1/  Includes  22,000  pounds  from  Bulgaria.      Zj  Includes  24,000  pounds  from 

Rumania.      5/  Includes  22,000  pounds  from  Bulgaria  end  24,000  pounds  from 

Rumania.      4/  Includes  243,000  pounds  from  Bulgaria.      5/  Includes 

110,000  pounds  from  Rumania  and  1,638,000  pounds  from  Bulgaria. 

6/  Includes  110,000  pounds  from  Rumania  and  1,881,000  pounds  from  B 

¥J  Includes  1,323,000  pounds  from  Bulgaria  and  44,000  pounds  from  Rumania. 


The  assurance  of  important  export  outlets  for  Danubian  hogs  end  pork 
products  in  1936  is  embodied  in  the  series  of  quotas  granted  by  importing 
countries,  notably  Germany,  Czechoslovakia,  and  Austria.    The  quotas  announced 
to  date  suggest  a  volume  of  exports  for  1936  somewhat  larger  than  the  exports 
reported  for  1935.     Live  and  dressed  hogs  and  lard  are  the  leading  items 
covered  by  the  quotas.    All  four  exporting  countries  also  have  secured  small 
quotas  for  bacon  from  Great  Britain. 
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Danube  Basin:     Quotas  on  hogs,   pork,  and  lard  granted  by  principal  markets, 

1936 


Exporting  countries 
and  countries 

granting 
Import  quotas 


Hungary 

Germany   

Czechoslovakia  . 
Austria   

Total   

Yugoslavia 

Germany   

Czechoslovakia  . 
Austria   

Total   

Rumania 

Germany  

Czechoslovakia  . 
Austria  ........ 

Total   

Bulgaria  6/ 

Turkey   

Total   

Total  Basin 


Live  hog; 


Head 


43,655 
2/  150,000 

193,655 


42,200 
3/  125,000 

167,200 


60,000 
60, 000 


Dressed  hogs 

Head 
1/  200,000 

200,000 


Fresh  pork 

~  1,000" 

pounds 


40,000 


120,000 


40,00_C_ 
20,000 

20,000 


8,818 

4/  3,969 
12,787 


7/_  2^000 
2  ,  000 
482 , 855 


Lard  and 
fat  sides 

~  1,000 
pounds 

38,029 
17, 064 

55, 095 

6,614 
8,267 

14,881 


5/ 


260, 000 


12, 787 


69,974 


1/  80,000  head  regular  annual  quota,  plus  120,000  head  extra  quota  for  first 
half  year. 

2/  Between  120,000  and  150,000  head. 

3/  Includes  21,000  meat-type  and  104,000  lard-type  hogs. 

4/  Consisting  of  1,323,000  pounds  of  meat  from  lard-type  hogs  and  2,646,000 
pounds  from  meat-type  hogs. 

_5/  Czechoslovakia  in  1933  granted,  a  substantial  lard  quota  to  Rumanie  but 
practically  no  use  Yns  been  made  of  it. 

6/  Bulgaria  has  been  granted  dressed-hog  and  lard  quotas  by  Germany  and  a  lard 
quota  by  Czechoslovakia  but  has  m-.de  little  use  of  them  to  date. 
7/  To  be  shipped  between  June  11,   1935,  and  June  10,   1936.    Almost  none  was 
shipped  in  .1935. 
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Hogs  and  pork  products:    Measures  of  foreign  supplies  and  demand, 

....      specified  years 


Oct.  - 

Mar . 

Country 

"1909-10 

1924-25: 

and.  .  -: 
item 

Unit 

.  to 
1913-14 

avers  ge 

!  to  :  -  : 
1928-29: 
average  : 

1932-33 : 
:- 

1933-34 : 
: 

1934-35 : 
: 

1935-36 

UNITED  KINGDOM 

Production 

Suppli as, 

domestic  fresh 

1,000 

pork,  London  . . 

pounds 

35,279 

51,463 

42,201" 

45,577 

50,205 

Imports 

Baccn 

:  120,293 

250,889 

572,401 

244, 210 

216,303 

195, 539 

Irish  Free  State  " 

OvJ,  10U 

J-l ,  (Do 

1  0  OAR 
XI, LOO 

PA  /1P9 

on  app 

<0  '  ,  ICC 

95 , 790 

57 , 716 

1  Q53 

2,  792 

1  757 

965 

f» 

lq  p.pq 

39 , 767 

9 . 448 

'  '47.'  037 

55 , 727 

4-Q  3Q4- 

20  376 

75  024 

196  001 ' 

132 . 820 ' 

96,090 

89 ,  705 

Total   

256 , 54b 

453, 5bo 

591, 0  /0 

443 , 926 

594,298 

000 , Ool 

Lard,  total  .... 

115,615 

132,506 

145,902 

160,051 

119,176 

79,569 

Ham,  total   

.  44,415 

60,079 

40,  660 

37,343 

33,115 

32,572 

Exports 

250,965 

381,089 

254,813 

219,455 

202,248 

CANADA 

Slaughter 

Hogs,  inspected 

1, OCOs 

874 

1,461 

1,424 

1,557 

1,562 

1,572 

Pr  od  uc  t  i  on 

•i 

1,636 

1,561 

1,641 

1,740 

1,107 

Hop1   ql  a^^^:"h"^,sT, 

„ 

2,237 

2,038 

2,131 

2,224 

2,331 

1,479 

TTn"nnT*"fc 

•  1  000 

1,475 

10,106 

18,961 

16 , 786 

15,031 

13,937 

1? 

105,362 

113,311 

124 , 312 

74,430 

32,857 

52,613 

UNITED  STATES 

Slaughter 

Hogs,  inspected 

1,000s 

17,416 

25,967 

23,916 

23,952 

19,379 

18,355 

Exports 

Bacon 

1,000 

United  Kingdom 

pounds 

x ,  oyo 

X  ,  ox  s 

1  HAP 

O  1  £ 

Germany   

n 

1,  045 

6, 099 

1,159 

2,  390 

o 

0 

5,801 

10,869 

2,  078 

2,226 

2  ^86 

494 

Total   

1! 

92 , 954 

75, 371 

9 , 233 

12 , 977 

4-  PRA 

1,  328 

Hams,  shoulders 

United  Kingdom 

68,594 

70,441 

24,934 

26,239 

21,537 

16,510 

Total   

T? 

79,265 

85 , 024 

29,875 

_  50,866 

26,855 

19,440 

Lard 

United  Kingdom 

If 

89,430 

114,898 

145 , 902 

155,566 

79,445 

32 , 500 

'I 

76,146 

99,125 

93,701 

45,602 

2,513 

3,031 

'>  ■ 

18,216 

41,883 

4,  667 

6 , 626 

16,631 

10,310 

Netherlands  : 

f! 

21,218 

23,674 

22,005 

16,250 

g 

39 

Total   

250.009 

379,652 

522,941 

279, 756 

106,971 

47.508 
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Hogs  and  pork  products:    Foreign  and  domestic  average  prices  per  100  pounds 
for  the  month  indicated,  and  stocks  at  the  end  of  each  month 


Item 

1909-1913 

1925-1929 

: 

:Mar.  1935 

:Feb.  1936  :Iv!ar.  1936 

average 

average 

* 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

PRICES 

Hogs,  Chicago,  basis 

packers'  and  shippers' 

8.02 

11.31 

9.09 

10.37 

10.24 

Corn,  Chicago,  No.  3  Yellow 

1.04 

1.61 

1.59 

1.09 

1.09 

Hogs,  heavy,  Berlin,  live 

11.35 

14.03 

15.41 

17.70 

17.70 

1.75 

2.37 

3.11 

3.29 

3.31 

Lard 

10.60 

14.83 

15.15 

12.06 

11.88 

11.80 

15.32 

13.70 

12.99 

13.00 

13.89 

15.72 

28.23 

12.83 

12.53 

Cured  pork 

Liverpool 

American  short  cut  green 

13.80 

22.  72 

18.  22 

18.  71 

19 . 65 

American  green  bellies 

20.24 

■  :  14.38 

15.27 

Nominal 

Danish  Wiltshire  sides 

14.  70 

23.20 

17.54 

c,U,  Do 

Canadian  green  sides  . . 

14.14 

1/22.20 

15.30 

17.82 

17.87 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,  000 

1,000 

STOCKS 

pound  s 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

United  States 

822,859 

627,546 

451,418 

450,431 

Lard  in  cold  storage  .... 

135,859 

104,934 

78, 725 

76 , 814 

1/  Three-year  average  only. 

2/  Dry  salt  cured  and  in  process  of  cure;  pickled,  cured,  and  in  process  of  cure 
and  frozen. 


Pork  and  Lard:  Exports  from  United  States, 
average  1928-32  and  1934-  to  Date 


OCT.      NOV.      DEC.      JAN.      FEB.      MAR.      APR.     MAY      JUNE    JULY      AUG.  SEPT. 


*  iNCLUDES  BACON,  HAMS,  SHOULDERS,  AND  PORK  ( FRESH,  CAN  NED,  AND  PICKLED 
A  INCLUDES  NEUTRAL  LARD 


US  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


BUREAU  OF  AGRICULTURAL  ECONOMICS 


Figure  I.-  Exports  of  both  pork  and  lard  in  1934-35 

WERE  SMALLER  THAN  FOR  MANY  YEARS.  kS  COMPARED  WITH 
1933-34  THE  DECREASE  IN  EXPORTS  WAS  PRIMARILY  THE  RE- 
SULT OF  THE  MARKED  DECLINE  IN  DOMESTIC  HOG  PRODUCTION. 
BUT  AS  COMPARED  WITH  EARLIER  POST-WAR  YEARS  THE  DECREASE 
WAS  DUE  CHIEFLY  TO  INCREASED  EUROPEAN  HOG  PRODUCTION  AND 
RESTRICTIONS  ON  IMPORTS  IN  SEVERAL  COUNTRIES*  HOG 
SLAUGHTER  IN  THIS  COUNTRY  HAS  INCREASED  IN  RECENT 
MONTHS    AND   EXPORTS   HAVE   ALSO   TENDED  TO  INCREASE. 


hogs:  average  price  at  Chicago,  and  federally  inspected  slaughter 


I  00 


0       I  i  i  i  I  i  i  i  I  I  i  i  i  I  i  i  i  I  i  i  i  i  I  i  i  i  I  i  i  i  I  i  i  i  i  I  i  i  i  I  i  i  i  i  I  i  i  i  I  i  i 
JAN.  MAR.  MAY  JULY  SEPT.  NOV. 

»  PACKER  AND  SHIPPER  PURCHASES  EIGHT  IMPORTANT  CENTERS  *  WITH  SEASONAL  VARIATION.  1931-1933  . 

US  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  NEG     26215        BUREAU  OF  AGRICULTURAL  ECONOMICS 

Figure  2.-  Hoc  prices  advanced  from  January  to  mid- 
April  1936  AND  THE  LEVEL  OF  PR9CES  WAS  SOMEWHAT  HIGHER 
DURING  THIS  PERIOD  THAN  A  YEAR  EARLIER.  IN  LATE  APRIL 
AND  EARLY  MAY,  SLAUGHTER  SUPPLIES  OF  HOGS  INCREASED 
SEASONALLY  A  NO  PRICES  DECLINED  SHARPLY.  SLAUGHTER 
SUPPLIES  DURING  THE  FIRST  FOUR  MONTHS  OF  1936  WERE 
SOMEWHAT  LARGER  THAN  IN  EARLY  1935,  AND  IT  IS  PROBABLE 
THAT  HOG  SLAUGHTER  WILL  BE  CONSIDERABLY  LARGER  DURING 
THE  REMAINDER  OF  1936  THAN  DURING  THE  SAME  PERI  OD  LAST 
YEAR  . 


UNITED  ST ATS S  DEPARTMENT  OE  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Division  of  Statistical  and  Eistorical  Resea 
■*  •  •      r  ,.  v  .  Washington 

HP- 79 

WORLD  HOG-  AND  PORK  PROSPECTS 

Summary 

Slaughter  supplies  of  hogs  in  the  United  States  will  continue  well 
above  the  levels  of  a  year  earlier  in  the  remainder  of  the  1935-36  hog 
marketing  year  ending. September  30,  1935.     The  movement  of  hogs  to  market 
in  May  and  early  June  apparently  was  delayed  somewhat  "by  the  feeding  of 
hogs  to  heavier  weights.     However,  in  view  of  the  apparent  large  increase  in 
the  1935  fall  pig  crop  it  is  expected  that  a  larger  than  usual  proportion  of 
the  summer  (May  -  September)  slaughter  supply  will  "be  marketed  after  mid-June. 

The  relationship  between  hog  prices  and  corn  prices  in  the  last  6 
months  has  been  very  favorable  for  a  further  expansion  in  hog  production  in 
this  country.     Although  definite  information  as  to  the  size  of  the  1936 
spring  pig  crop  will  not  "be  available  until  the  release  of  the  June  1936 
Pig  Crop  Report  it  seems  probable  that  there  was  a  material  increase  in  the 
spring  crop  this  year.     The  high  hog-corn  price  ratio  of  recent  months  also 
indicates  some  increase  in  the  1936  fall  pig  crop,  but  fall  farrowing  will 
be  affected  to  a  considerable  extent  by  the  outturn  of  the  1935  corn  crop. 

Hog  slaughter  In  Germany  and  Denmark,  the  two  leading  European 
hog-producing  countries,  will  probably  increase  somewhat  in  the  remainder  of 
1936.     In  Germany, . however ,  slaughter  has  been  curtailed  considerably  in 
the  last  6  months,  and  in  Denmark,  despite  the  expected  increase,  slaughter 
for  the  entire  year  1936  will  probably  be  smaller  than  in. other  recent 
years  except  1935.     A  substantial  increase  in  hog  marketings  in  the  Danube 
Basin  in  the  last  half  of  1936  is  also  indicated.     In  the  last  year  exports 
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of  hog  ~)roducts,  chiefly  lard,  from  the  Danube.  Basin  have  increased  greatly, 
with  most  of  such  exports  going  to  Germany.  .  ■■■ 

International  trade  in  hog  products  thus  far  in  1936  has  continued 
near  the  low  levels  of  1935.  •  The  reduction '  in  exports  and  imports  in  the 
last  18  months  has  resulted  from  the  .continuation  of  restrictions  to 
imports  in  Great  Britain,  the  leading  importing  country,  the  decrease  in 
hog  production  in  the  United  States,  and  foreign  exchange  difficulties  in 
several  countries,  notably  Germany.        In  the  last -3  months,  however,' 
exports  of  lard  from  the  United  States  have  increased  somewhat  as  domestic 
hog  slaughter  has  increased  from  the  low' level  of  a  year  earlier.     It  is 
also  probable  that  the  existing  restrictions  to  imports  of  cured  pork  into 
Great  Britain  will  be  modified  to  some  extent  by  early  1937. 

United  States 


Slaughter  supplies  of  hogs  will  continue  well  above  the  levels  of 
a  year  earlier  in  the  remainder  of  the  1935-36  marketing  year  and 
probably  in  most  of  1936-37.     The  hog-corn  price  ratio  has  been  relatively 
high  thus  far  this  year,  and  with  an  average  corn  crop  in  1936,  the  ratio 
between  hog  prices  and  corn  prices  will  .probably  be  favorable  for  a 
further  expansion  in  hog  production.     The  outturn  of  the  corn  crop  in 
the  present  year  is,  of  course,  very  uncertain  this 'early  in  the  season. 
The  movement  of  hogs  to  market  in  recent  weeks  has  apparently  been  delayed 
somewhat  by  feeding  to  heavier  weights,-  but  in  view  of  the  apparent 
large  increase  in  the  1935  fall  pig  crop,   it  is  expected  that  a  larger 
than  usual  proportion  of  the  summer  (May  -  September)  /slaughter  supply 
will  be  marketed  after  mid-June. 


Although  definite  information  as  to  the  si ze  ..of  the  1936,  spring 
pig  crop  will  not  be  available  until  the  release  of  the  June  1936  Pig 
Crop  Report,   it  is  now  apparent  that  the  severe  weather  in  the  late  winter 
and  early  spring  reduced  materially  the  average  number  of  pigs  saved  per 
litter  in  several  sections  of  the  Corn  Belt.  .    This  decrease  in  the  number 
of  pigs  saved  per  litter  will  partially  offset  the  probable  large  increase 
in  the  number  of  sows  farrowed.     It  seems  probable,  however,  that  the  1936 
spring  r>ig  crop  was  materially  larger  than  the  very  small  spring  crop  of 
1935.  '  '  y<l         A     .  :  . 
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Hog  prices  advanced  in  the  last  half  of  May,  after  having  declined 
rather  sharply  from  late  April  to  mid-May*     Increased  hog  marketings  and 
relatively  large  slaughter /supplies  of  cattle  were  probably  the  chief 
factors  responsible  for  the  drop  in.  prices  in'-the  first- half  of  May* 
In  the  third  week  of  Hay  the  decline  in  prices  was  checked  and  toward  the 
end  of  the  month  an  upturn  in  prices  began.     By  early  June  a  considerable 
part  of  the  decline  occurring  in  the  first  half  of  May  had  been  regained* 
The  advance  in  prices  was  fairly  uniform  among  the  several  weight' classes 
of  hogs.     The  average  price  of  hogs  at  Chicago  in  May  was  $9.58  compared 
with  $10.47  in  April  and  $9.31  in  May  1935.     Although  the  May  average  was 
nearly  $1.00  less  than  the  April  average,   it  was  the  highest  average  price 
at  Chicago  for  May  since  1930.  ... 

Hog  slaughter  under  Federal  inspection  in  May  totaled  about 
2,579,000  head,  which  was  only  slightly  larger  than  in  April,  but  it  was 
19  percent  greater  than  the  very  small  slaughter  for  the  corresponding 
month  a  year  earlier.     Except  for  May  last  year,  inspected  slaughter  in 
that  month  in  1936  was  the  smallest  for  May  since  1914.     The  usual  summer 
seasonal  increase  in  the  proportion  of  packing  sows  included  in  the 
marketings  of  hogs  apparently  started  in  late  May.     For  the  most  part, 
however,  the  bulk  of  the  slaughter  supply  in  recent  weeks  consisted  of 
medium  and  heavy  weight  butcher  hogs,  with  those  weighing  under  200  pounds 
being  comparatively  scarce.     Although  May  was  the  fourth  month  since  last 
December  in  which  federally  inspected  hog  slaughter  was  larger  than  the 
corresponding  month  a  year  earlier,  total  slaughter  in  the  first  8  months 
of  the  current  marketing  season,  October  to  May,  was  about  13  percent 
smaller  than  that  for  the  same  period  in  1934-35.     Because  of  the  increase 
in  average  weights,  however,  the  total  dressed  weight  of  inspected  hog 
slaughter  for  the  marketing  year  thus  far  was  only  about    6  percent  less 
than  that  of  a  year  earlier.     The  average  weight  of  hogs  at  the  seven 
principal  markets  was  242  pounds  in  May  Compared  with  241  pounds  in  April 
and  235  pounds  in  May  1935. 

Corn  prices  declined  fairly  steadily  through  May,  but  because 
prices  advanced  during  April,  the  average  price  of  No.  3  Yellow  corn  in 
May  of  63.2  cents  per  bushel  was  the  same  as  the  April  average  -orice. 
In  May  last  year  the  average  price  of  this  grade  of  corn  was  87.6  cents. 
In  the  first  half  of  May  the  drop  in  hog  prices  exceeded  that  in  corn 
prices  and  the  hog-corn  price  ratio  declined.     This  decline  in  the 
ratio,  however,  was  checked  in  late  May  as  hog  prices  advanced.  Based 
on  farm  prices  for  the  15th  of  the  month,  the  hog-corn  price  ratio  in 
the  North  Central  States  in  May  was  16.3  compared  with  19,2  in  April 
and  10.3  in  May  last  year.      Although  lower  than  in  April,  the  hog-corn 
price  ratio  in  May  was  the  highest  for  the  month  since  1926. 

In  the  first  2  weeks  of  May  wholesale  prices  of  fresh  pork 
continued  the  decline  started  in  late  April,  but  all  of  this  drop  was 
recovered  in  the  last  half  of  the  month.     In  late  May  prices  of  some 
fresh  cuts  advanced  to  the  highest  levels  reached  thus  far  in  1936. 
Wholesale  prices  of  cured  pork  also  showed  some  weakness  in  early  May, 
but  were  steady  to  higher  at  the  end  of  the  month.     Similarly,  lard  prices 
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declined  fairly  sharply  in-  the  first -half  of  May,  "but  rose  later  in  the 
month  as  prices  of  other  hog  produces  advanced.  .    The  composite  wholesale 
price  of  hog  products  in  New  York  in  Hay  was  $20.57  per  100  pounds 
compared  with  $20.99  in  April  and  $21.26  in  Hay. 1935. 

Exports  of  both  pork  and  lard  in  April,  were  "below  Harch  levels> 
"but  lard  exports  in  April  were  larger  than  the  snail  shipments  of  a  year 
earlier.      Total  lard  exports  for  the  October  -  April  period,  1935-36, 
however,  were  about  50  percent  smaller  than  the  exports  for  the  same 
months  in  1934-35.     Exports  of -pork  in  April  were  5  percent  less  than  in 
March  and  they  were  38  percent  smaller  than  in  April  last  year.  The 
decrease  in  pork  exports  from  the  preceding  month  is  accounted  for  by 
the  reduction  in  shipments  of  fresh  and  canned  "oork,  since  exoorts  of 
cured  pork  were  larger  than  in  March.     Shipments  of  both  pork  and  lard 
from  the  principal  ports  in.  May  were  smaller  than  those  of  a  year  earlier, 
but  the  shipments  of  pork  were  slightly  larger  than  those,  of  April. 

Exports  of  hams  and  shoulders  from  the  United  States  in  April 
were  larger  than  for  any  month  since  January,  but  were  somewhat  smaller 
than  in  April  1935.    Most  of  this  increase  was  in  the  shipments  to  the 
United  Kingdom,   the  most  important  foreign  outlet  for  these  aroducts. 
Bacon  exports  in  April  also  were  larger  than  in  March,  but  they  were 
equal  to  only  about  half  of  the  relatively  small  bacon  exoorts  in  Aoril 
last  year.     Exports  of  fresh  pork,  which w ere  of  considerable  importance 
in  1934,  were  lower  in  Aoril  than  for  any  month  in  several  years. 

;  Lard  exports  in  April,  totaling  9,535,000  pounds,  were  about 
2,000,000  pounds  less  than  the  exoorts  for  March,  but  were  over  2,000,000 
pounds  greater  than  the  quantity  exported  in  April  1935,  when  domestic 
hog  slaughter  was  greatly  reduced.     Although  shipments  of  lard  to  the 
United  Kingdom  and  Cuba  in  April  showed  a  substantial  decrease  from  a 
month  earlier,  lard  exports  to  Germany,  amounting  to  1,320,000  pounds, 
were  the  largest  since  July  1934.     This  quantity,  however,   is  equal  to 
only  a  small  fraction  of  the  average  monthly  exports  of  lard  to  Germany 
in  the  post-war  years  prior  to  1934. 


Canada 

Marketings  of  hogs  at  Canadian  stockyards  and  packing  plants 
durin.-  the  first  5  months  of  1936  have  been  about  3  percent  larger  than 
in  the  same  period  of  1935.     This  is  in  line  with  the  forecast  of  the 
Canadian  Government  Hog  Survey  that  slaughter  supplies  during  the  first 
half  of  1936  would  exceed  those  of  a  year  ago. 

In  thie  first  2  months  of.  the  year  gradings  of  live  hogs  at 
Canadian,  stockyards-  and  packing  plants  were  smaller  than  in  the  same  months 
of  1935  but    in  March,  April,  and  May  they  have  exceeded  slaughter  in  the 
.game  months,  of  1935  considerably.     The  price  of  bacon  hogs  at  Toronto  was 


EP-79  - 


$8.14  per  100  pounds  .American ' currency  for  the:.  ; 4- week  period  ended  May  28, 
compared  with  $8.33  for  the  month  of  April,  and  $9.38  in  May  1935. 

The  number  of  hogs  and  hog  carcasses  graded  in  Canada  this  year  in 
the  4-week  period  ended  May  28  was  272,000  compared  with  only  229,000  head 
a  year  ago.      The  total  number  graded  from  the  beginning  of  this  year  up  to 
.May  28  was  1,385,000  head,  an  increase  of  3  percent  above  the  sane  period 
of  1935.     The  distribution  of  hogs. by  principal  grades  and  the  percentage 
each  grade  represents  of  the  total  number  graded  has  been  as  follows  so 
far  this  year,  with  same  information  for  last  year  given  in  parentheses: 
Select  bagon  hogs,  319,000  head,  25  percent  (287,000  head,  22  percent); 
bacon  hogs,  554,000  head,  43  percent  (549,000,  42  percent);  butcher  hogs, 
232,000,  18  percent  (291,000,* 22  percent).  The  bulk  of  bacon  for  export 

comes  from  the  bacon  and  select  grades  of  hogs  which  weigh  from  180  to  230 
pounds  and  are -the  type  producing  bacon  suitable  for  the  British  market. 

Live  hog  exports  to  the  United  States  from  Canada  in  the  first  4 
months  of  1936  numbered  22,639  head  compared  with  only  156  head  during  the 
.same  period  of  1935.    Bacon  and  ham  exports  from  Canada  during  the  first 
4  months  of  this  year  amounted  to  46,322,000  pounds  compared  with  50,466,000 
pounds  in  the  same  period  of  1935.     This  year  98  percent  of  the  total  went 
to  the  United  Kingdom  compared  with  practically  100  percent    for  the  same 
period  last  year.     The  United  States  took  507,000  pounds  of  bacon  and  hams 
this  year  compared  with  only  115,000  "oounds  in  the  same  4  months  of  1935. 
Pork  exports  from  Canada  reached  4,879,000  pounds  for  the  first  4  months  of 
1936,     3,240,000  pounds  of  which  came  to  the  United  States.     Live  hogs 
and  pork  formed  the  bulk  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  -  exports 
of  bacon  to  this  country  being  relatively  small. 

Although  bacon  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  during  the  first  four 
months  of  1936  amounting  to  45,581,000    pounds  were  smaller  by  9  percent 
than  a  year  ago,  there  was  an  increase  in  lard  exports  of  170  percent 
to  8,416,000  pounds.      Exports  of  all  hog  products  from  Canada  to  the 
United  Kingdom  amounted  to  54,497,000  pounds  in  the  first  4  months  of  1936, 
an  increase  of  2  percent  above  the  corresponding  period  of  1935. 

United  Kingdom  and  Irish  Free  State 

On  June  20,  1936,  the  Anglo-Danish  trade  agreement  expired.  This 
treaty  provided,  among  other  things,  that  cured  -oork  should  be  admitted 
into  the  United  Kingdom  free  of  duty,  and  that  Denmark' s  share  in  the 
total  quota  allotted  foreign  suppliers  should  be  at  least  62  percent. 
According  to  recent  official  information,  the  extension  of  the  agreement 
with  Denmark  continues  the  present  system  of  duty-free  quotas  until  the 
end  of  1936.     It  is  understood,  however,  that  the  British  Government 
probably  will  impose  an  import  duty  on  cured  pork,  effective  on  or  after 
January  1,  1937,  and  that  cured  pork  quotas  will  be  continued,  probably 
with  modifications. 


HP-79  -  6. 


Liverpool  bacon  quotations  for  May  continued  the  steady  decline 
of  the  past  4  months,    Danish  Wiltshire  sides  averaged  $20*09  per  100 
pounds, ,  37  cents  under,  the  April  average  and  7  cents  below  that  for  May 
1935.    Canadian  green  sides  at  $17,55  per  100  pounds  averaged  15  cents 
less  than  during  the  previous  month  and  36  cents  below  the  May  1935 
figure.    American  green  bellies  were  not  quoted. 

Total  bacon  receipts  in  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  month  of  April 
at  about  61,000,000  pounds  were  some  5,300,000  below  April  1935  imports. 
Total  imports  for  the  period  October  1  to  the  end  of  April,  at  424,400,000 
pounds,  represented  a  decline  of  8  percent  from  the  quantity  imported 
during  the  first  7  months  of  last  season  and  of  45  percent  from  the 
corresponding  imports  in  the  peak  season  1931~320 

Imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  from  Denmark  amounted  to  approxi- 
mately 228,000,000  pounds  for  the  period  October  1935-April  1936.  Last 
year  to  the  same  date  Denmark  had  shipped  over  252,000,000  pounds  and  from 
October  1,  1931  by  April  30,  1932,  nearly  534,000,000  pounds.    Imports  of 
bacon  from  the  Irish  Free  State  for  the  month  of  April  at  4,413,000  pounds 
were  13  percent  above  imports  for  April  1935,  196  percent  above  those  of 
April  1932 £  and  35  percent  higher  than  the  imports  for  the  corresponding 
period  of  the  peak  year  for  Irish  bacon  imports,  1928-29.     The  total  for 
the  season  October-April,  at  about  32,000,000  pounds,  however,  is  still 
over  20  percent  smaller  than  comparable  1928-29  imports.    Canadian  imports 
for  the  current  season,  though  some  five  times  as  large  as  those  of  the 
comparable  period  of  1931-32,  are  not  so  large  as  record  receipts  of  last 
year.    At  58,000,000  pounds  for  the  season  to  the  end  of  April,  they  showed 
a  decline  from  October- April  1934-35  figures  of  11  percent.    Imports  of 
bacon  into  the  United  Kingdom  from  the  United  States  reached  a  record  low 
for  the  month  of  April  at  44.000  pounds.     The  total  for  the  current  season 
to  April  30  amounted  to  little  over  1,000,000  pounds. 

Liverpool  quotations  on  American  short  cut  green  hams  continued  their 
seasonal  rise,  averaging  for  the  month  of  May  $21.28  per  100  pounds.  This 
is  the  highest  May  average  since  1929  and  represents  an  increase  of  60  cents 
over  April  figures  and  $1.72  over  those  of  May  1935. 

British  imports  of  ham  for  the  7  months  October  to  April,  amounted 
to  37,400,000  pounds,  a  decline  of  7  percent  from  last  season's  comparable 
imports.    The  United  States  share,  at  approximately  18u 000,000  pounds, 
represented  49  percent  of  the  total,  whereas  October-April  1934-35  imports 
from  the  United  States  at  nearly  24,000,000  pounds  represented  59  percent 
of  the  total  imports.     In  the  same  months  of  the  1929-30  season,  the  United 
States  shipped  to  the  British  market  over  50,000,000  pounds  of  ham,  or  84 
percent  of  total  receipts  in  that  market.     Imports  of  Canadian  ham  declined 
somewhat  during  April,  yielding  the  lead  again  to  the  United  States  product. 
The  Canadian  share  in  total  imports  for  the  season  to  April  30  amounted  to 
only  a  little  less  than  that  of  the  United  States  and  represented  38  percent  j 
of  the  total  from  all  sources.    Last  year  they  represented  but  31  percent, 
and  in  1931-32  less  than  16  percent.     Imports  of  ham  from  the  Irish  Free  State 
at  less  than  1,900,000  pounds  for  the  period  represented  a  slight  increase  ov€ 
imports  for  comparable  periods  of  the  several  years  preceding  and  amounted  to 
nearly  5  percent  of  total  imports. 
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The  price  of  refined  lard  on  the  British' market  as  indicated  "by 
Liverpool  quotations  was  materially  reduced  during  May  *  making  an  average 
for  the  month  of  $12.25  per  100  pounds  compared  with  $13.85  in  April  and 
$13.01  a  year  ago*     The  American  product  was  again  offered  in  considerable 
quantity,  almost  9,000,000  pounds  being  imported,  in  April,  probably  account- 
ing in  part  for  the  price  decline.    April  imports'  of  lard  from  the  United 
States  were  the  highest  in  more  than  a  year,  although  still  less  than  half 
the  size  of  usual  monthly  imports  before  January  1935.     The  figure  for  total 
American  lard  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  to  the  end  of  April  was  a 
record  low  at  slightly  over  35,000,000  pounds,  representing  a  decline  of 
64  percent  and  79  percent,  respectively,  from  comparable  1934-35  and  1933-34 
imports.      Imports  of  lard  from  the  United  -States  during  -the  current  season 
made  up  only  36  percent  of  the  total',-  whereas  last  season  the  American 
product  represented  74  percent  and  during  October-April  1933-34,  91  percent 
of  lard  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom.  

Supplies  of  British  and  Irish  p'ork  at  'London  Central  Markets  during 
April  were  rather  high  for  that  month,-  bringing  the  total  for  the  season 
to  around  57,000,000  pounds.    'This  amount  was  10  percent  above  the  com- 
parable one  for  1934-35  and  the  highest  in  the  last  4  years. 


The  United  States  has  been  allotted  'a  frozen  pork  quota  of  25,309 
hundredweight  (2,834,608  pounds)'  fo'r  'the  -third  quarter  of  1936.  This 
allocation  is  the  same  as  that  granted  the  -United  States  in  1935. 


'  Denmark 

Average  weekly  hog  slaughter  in  Denmark  for  the  period  May  1- 
lebruary  25,  1936-37,  is  expected  to  exceed  the  1935  weekly  average, 
according  to  estimates  reported  by  Vice  Consul  L.  W.  Taylor  at  Copenhagen. 
The  semi-official  Danish  Agricultural  Council  estimates  that,  on  the  basis 
of  the  increases  in  most  age  groups  in  the  hog  census  of  May  2,  1936,  the 
average  weekly  slaughter  for  the  1936-37  period  indicated  should  reach  95,000 
head,  against  an  average  of  83,000  head  for  the  calendar  year  1935.  The 
Council  estimates  the  average  litter  at  5.5  pigs.     It  is  observed,  however, 
that  since  about  41  percent  of  the  piggy  sows  as  of  May  2  were  pregnant  for 
the  first  time,  that  figure  probably  is  too  high,  and  that,  therefore,  the 
weekly  killings  will  be  somewhat  under  the  present  estimate.    It  is  evident, 
however,  that  Danish  hog  numbers  have  increased  sufficiently  to  increase  the 
1936  rate  of  killing  over  that  of  1935.    See  following  table. 

Danish  exports  of  bacon  in  April  remained  at  the  reduced  level  of 
recent  months.    The  current  figure  of  32> 521,000  pounds  also  continued  the 
general  level  of  reduction  below  last  season's  exports.    For  the  period 
October- April  1935-36,  exports  of  bacon  were  7.8  percent  under  comparable 
1934-35  figures,  and  were  below  exports  of  other  recent  seasons  to  a  consid- 
erably greater  degree.     In  the  first  4  months  of  the  calendar  year  1936,  ex- 
ports of  Danish  lard  also  were  slightly  under  last  year's  figures,  the  current 
total  standing  at  8,423,000  pounds.    Exports  of  live  hogs,  however,  reached 
nearly  39,000  head  in  the  1936  period  against  less  than  600  in  1935,    All  of 
the  hogs  exported  were  taken  by  Germany. 
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Denmark:    Number  of  hogs,  May  census,  1935  and  1936 


Classification 

I  May  25,1935;May  2,1936 

:  Thousands 

Thousands 

•        ";  20 

23 

o o w s  in  1  ELI  X  o w • 

'83  • 

126 

.  /  :  172 

182 

......:  255 

308 

Other  sows; 

.  :   .88  • 

93 

 :       •:  25 

25 

 .:  12 

14 

125 

132 

380 

440 

Hogs  other  than  breeding  stock:         •  : 

Suckling  pigs   •        ?24  768 

Hogs  under  77  pounds   »•'«  ?97  852 

Hogs  77  to  132  pounds   :  635  686 

"Hogs  132  pounds  and  over     ---   : 


Total  non-breeding  stock  :        2,656  2,868  

Total  all*  classes   .....:        3,056  3,331 

Compiled  from  Statistiske  Ef terretninger  for  May  20,  1936. 

Germany 

The  larger  numbers  of  marketable  hogs  in  Germany  continues  to  be 
reflected  in  increased  marketings  and  slaughter.    Monthly  receipts  are 
still  under  those  of  a  year  ago,  but  April  figures  for  14  markets,  at 
295,000  head,  were  the  largest  for  any  month  since  April  1935.  Total 
receipts  at  those  markets  for  the  period  from  October  1  to  April  30  were 
31.9  percent  under  the  comparable  1934-35  figures.    Slaughter  at  36  centers 
also  tended  to  increase,  but  the  April  figures  were  slightly  under  the 
March  returns  and  well  under  those  of  a  year  ago. 

The  considerable  increase  in  imports  of  lard  into  Germany  in  the 
earlier  months  of  this  year  was  continued  during  April,  when  nearly 
10,000,000  pounds  were  received.    That  figure  was  nearly  four  times  larger 
than  the  April  1935  imports,  and  was  the  largest  April  figure  since  1932. 
The  April  figures  brought  total  imports  for  the  period  October-April  ly£^b 
to  a  quantity  nearly  double  that  of  the  corresponding  1934-35  period.  Hungar; 
and  Denmark  continue  to  supply  most  of  the  lard  now  reaching  Germany.  Yugo- 
slavia, Argentina,  and  Brazil  all  rank  ahead  of  the  United  States  as  supplier 
For  the  first  4  months  of  1936,  lard  imports  from  the  United  States,  at 
990,000  pounds,  were  41.7  percent  smaller  than  the  comparable  figures  for 
1935. 
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German  imports  of  TJacon  in  April,  at  1,454,000  pounds,  were  smaller 
than  for  any  month  since  last  June.    Total  "bacon  imports  for  the  first 
4  months  of  1935,  however,  were  about  33  percent  larger  than  imports  for 
the  corresponding  1935  months.    So  far  this  year  the  Netherlands  continues 
to  be  the  leading  supplier.    For  the  1935-36  season,  October  1  to  April 
30,  total  bacon  imports  were  8.9  percent  below  the  1934-35  level. 

Danube  Basin 

Farmers'  intentions  reports  for  Hungary  as  of  April  1,  1936,  in- 
dicate an  increase  of  37  percent  over  1935  in  the  numbers  of  lard  hogs 
to  be  finished  for  market  in  the  period  April-September  1936.    The  Belgrade 
office  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  reports  also  that  the  number 
of  meat-type  hogs  on  feed  in  the  same  period  is  expected  to  show  an  increase 
of  9  percent  in  the  same  period.    The  intentions  reports  suggest  a 
substantial  increase  in  marketings  during  the  fall  and  winter  of  1936-37 
over  comparable  1935-36  figures.    For  the  period  April-September,  however, 
the  decline  in  the  monthly  rate  of  marketings  anticipated  by  the  Belgrade 
•office  appears  to  be  materializing,  following  the  unusually  large  sales 
made  in  the  period  January-March  1936.    Hungary  is  the  Basin's  leading 
lard  and  pork  exporting  country. 

Lard  exports  from  the  Danube  Basin  in  the  2  months  April-May  1936 
were  maintained  at  a  monthly  rate  below  that  of  the  3  preceding  months. 
Total  exports  for  the  2  recent  months,  at  about  13,000.000  pounds,  however, 
were  about  53  percent  larger  than  in  the  corresponding  months  of  1935. 
For  the  first  5  months  of  1936,  total  lard  exports  from  the  Basin  reached 
about  34,800,000  pounds,  an  increase  of  24  percent  over  the  comparable 
1935  figures.     So  far  this  year,  Hungary  has  accounted  for  68.4  percent 
of  the  total  exports  against  85  percent  last  year.    Exports  from  Hungary 
were  about  the  same  this  year  as  last,  all  of  the  current  increase  in  total 
exports  being  accounted  for  by  larger  exports  from  the  other  three  Basin 
countries,  notably  Yugoslavia  and  Bulgaria. 

The  downward  movement  of  lard  prices  in  Great  Britain  during  May 
apparently  resulted  in  a  sharp  decline  in  exports  of  Danube  lard  to  that 
market.    Hungarian  shipments  to  Great  Britain  stopped  about  May  10,  and 
were  continued  that  long  only  because  of  the  export  premium  paid  on  lard. 
As  a  result,  the  May  exports  were  concentrated  largely  in  the  movement  to 
Germany,  with  Czechoslovakia  as  the  second  important  outlet.    The  German 
quota  of  3,175,000  pounds  granted  to  Hungary  for  May  Was  exhausted  before 
the  end  of  the  month.    The  trade  anticipated  late  in  May  that  the  June 
quota  would  be  about  the  same  size  as  the  May  quota. 

The  exports  of  Danubian  live  hogs  in  April  and  May  were  somewhat 
smaller  than  in  earlier  months  of  this  year,  but  continued  larger  than  in 
1935.     Seasonal  considerations  reduced  marketings  to  the  extent  of  leaving 
unfilled  the  May  quotas  granted  to  Hungary  and  Yugoslavia  by  Austria  and 
Czechoslovakia,  despite  the  maintenance  of  March  and  April  price  levels 
in  the  consuming  countries.    Also  exports  of  hog  carcasses  declined  during 
May,  largely  because  of  lower  prices  ruling  in  Germany.    The  small  Austrian 
quotas  held  by  Yugoslavia  and  Hungary  are  the  only  outlets  now  available 
to  exports  of  hog  carcasses  from  the  Danube  Basin. 
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,     .  •  4     Swi tzerland  ,  ' 

The  importation  of  110,321  kilograms  (243,214  pounds)  of  lard  into 
Switzerland  has  been  authorized  since  February  15,  1936,  the  effective  date 
of  the  trade  agreement  between  the  United  States  and  Switzerland,  according 
to  the  American  Consul  at  Bern.    Of  the  amount  authorized,  all  had  been  ad- 
mitted by  May  28,  and  all  of  the  imports  were  of  American  origin.  United 
States  shippers  were  guaranteed  by  the  trade  agreement  at  least  90  percent 
of  the  authorized  amount  of  imports.     That  provision,  however,  was  not  to 
become  effective  until  May  15,  or  3  months  after  the  agreement  became 
effective.    The  Consul  reports  that  it  is  the  policy  of  the  Swiss  Govern- 
ment to  allow  as  large  an  importation  of  lard  from  the  United  States  as 
is  possible,  taking  into  consideration  the  domestic  situation.     So  far  there 
are  no  indications  as  to  how  large  future  imports  may  be. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  the  Swiss  Government  agreed  to 
lift  its  virtual  embargo  on  imported  lard  by  May  15.    According  to  official 
monthly  import  figures,  however,  it  appears  that  Switzerland  has  been  allow- 
ing the  importation  of  lard  at  least  since  February  15S  since  220,901  pounds 
are  recorded  as  having  been  imported  in  the  months  February-April.  This 
suggests  that,  of  the  total  of  243,214  pounds  received  to  May  28,  22,113 
pounds  were  received  during  May.    The  Swiss  import  duty  on  lard  was  reduced 
50  percent  by  the  agreement,  the  present  rate  being  about  3  cents  per  pound* 
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Hogs  and  pork  products:  Indices  of  foreign  supplies  and  demand 


: 

:                                Oct.  -  Apr. 

Country 

• 

:  1909-10 

:1924-25  : 

and 

:  Unit 

:  to 

:    to  : 

item 

: 

: 1913-14 

:  1928-29  : 

1932-33' 

1933-34: 

1  934-35* 

1935-36 

• 

:  average:  average: 

UNITED  KI1TG-D0M: 

: 

Production- 

: 

Supplies,  domestic 

• 

fresh  pork, 

: 1 , 000 

39,277 

56 , 724 

47,211 

52 , 140 

57,274 

Imports- 

• 

Bacon- 

* 

ii 

:  140,624 

292.492 

^-23  424 

285.744 

252.234 

228,285 

Irish  Free  State,:   ■  " 

33,417 

1  9  558 

28'  322 

31  841 

Ilnifprf   c;-to  +  p'ci 

^HX  U^VX     O  Vci.  0  w  o      •  • 

it 

>  • 

:  111,875 

66,293 

2  446' 

3  228 

2, 020 

1 ,009 

•  ti 

:     23  571 

45  364 

"13  71  7 

57  4P2 

65  263 

58.055 

•  ii 

23  97  8 

89  1  29 

X  <JO  -  "J  *  < 

n  55  ill 

1  05  234 

Tntal 

•  it 

'   300  048 

526  695 

C7f;  747 

t-)X  .7  «  O  UJL 

424  4p7 

.  ti 

:  52,215 

70,379 

4fi  R34 

44  885 

40,234 

37 ,405 

ii 

:  131  658 

156  855 

lOO , D3U 

T  R7  07"=! 

X  DO ,  LOO 

1 77  AR4 

07  727 

DENMARK: 

• 

Exports— 

• 

291,558 

435  181 

301  890 

255 . 452 

234.769 

CANADA: 

« 

SI  aught  er- 

Hogs,  inspected  .. 

:10005  s; 

1,010 

1,674 

"1   ^  A  ^  A 

1  809 

1,818 

1 , 839 

&EEMAUY: 

• 

Production- 

• 

Hog  receipts 

•  < 

•         11  • 

1,916 

1    81 1 

1  976 

2, 059 

1,402 

Hog  slaughter  . 

• 

•         11  . 

2,612 

2,366 

2,470 

2, 639 

2,757 

1,866 

Imports- 

: 1,000  : 

1,669 

11,146 

19,764 

17 j 454 

16,907 

15,391 

ii  • 

123,290 

134,571 

134,004 

81 ! 177 

3-1,811 

62,565 

UNITED  STATES: 

Slaughter- 

Hogs,  inspected  .. 

:1000's: 

19,732 

29,303 

27,763 

27,363 

21,556 

18,355 

Exports- 

•  « 

Bacon- 

:1,000  : 

United  Kingdom  .. 

: pounds: 

78,385 

40,387 

1, 661 

1,584 

1,148 

390 

•  it 

1,145 

6,862 

1,170 

2;  400 

0 

•  13 

•      ii  . 

4,406 

12,297 

2,542 

2j679 

2,761 

604 

•      ii  . 

106,958 

85,390 

10,212 

14,192 

5,187 

1,584 

Hams ,  shoul  der  s- 

«  • 
•  • 

United  Kingdom 

•  it  . 

•  • 

80,219 

82,848 

31, 882 

30, 590 

25,737 

19,234 

.      ii  . 

92,762 

99,490 

37,591 

35,910 

31,672 

22,551 

Lard- 

•  « 

United  Kingdom  .. 

:      "  : 

102,520 

136,501 

165,123 

177,215 

83,939 

37,996 

•     ii  . 

86,057 

112,673 

102,297 

48,737 

2,513 

4,351 

ii 

21,065 

48,198 

6,880 

8,455 

18,683 

12,293 

•      u  • 

23,377 

26,510 

25,927 

16,699 

g 

40 

t  it 

285,333 

437,782 

361.682 

319,106 

114,164 

57,097 
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Hogs  and  pork  products:     foreign  and  domestic  average  prices  per 
100  pounds  for  the  month  indicated,  and  stocks  at  the 

end  of  each  month 

Item 

1909-1913 

average 

1925-1929 
average 

;  Apr. 

1935 

Mar . 

1936. 

A~>ri 

1936 

Prices  - 

Hogs,  Chicago,  basis 
packers'   and  shippers' 

Dollars           Dollars    Dollars  Dollars  Dollars 

; 

:       8.04                12.05          8.94      10.24  10.47 

Corn,  Chicago,  No.  3  yellow 
Hogs,  heavy,  Berlin  live 

weight  

Barley,  Leipzig   

Lard  - 

Chicago  

Liverpool   .  . . 

Hamburg   

Cured  pork  ~ 
Liverpool  - 

American  short  cut 

green  hans   

American  green 

"bellies   

Danish  Wiltshire 

sides  

Canadian  green  sides. 


Stocks  - 

United  States  - 

Processed  pork  3/.. 
L-^rd  in  cold  storage. 


1.11 

11.18 
1.77 

10.33 
11.70 
12.90 


14.10 


■15.00 
14.16 


1.  65 


1.56 


13,78  15.27 
2.37    1/  2.94 


14,78 
15.  02 
15.  43 


23;.  72 

20,  56 

24.55 
2/  21.55 


•14.66 
12,55 


1.09 

17.70 
3.31 

11.88 
13.00 
12.53 


1.13 

17.70 
3.33 

11.90 
13.85 
12.78 


19.24      19.65  20.88 

14.57  Nominal  Nominal 

18.60  20.56  20.46 
16.46      17.87  17.70 


1,000 
oounds 


1,000  1,000  1,000  1,000 
oounds    oounds    oounds  pounds 


814,486  565,699  450,149  457,402 
141,462    100,920      76,814  83,615 


1/  Breslau  market.     Leipzig  quotation  not  available. 

2/  Pour-year  average  only.  : 

3/  Dry  salt  cured  and  in  process  of  cure;  pickled,  cured,  and  in  process 

of  cure,  and  frozen.           '                :  .  "  ~ 
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WOSID  KOG-  AID  PORE  PROSPECTS 
Summary 

Larger  marketings  of  hogs  in  the  United  States  next  fall  and  winter 
appear  probable  in  view  of  the  marked  increase  in  the  spring  pig  crop  of  1935 
over  1935.    Because  of  this  increase  in  supplies  it  is  expected  that  prices 
for  hogs  will  decline  seasonally  in  the  fall  months  of  this  year.     The  further 
improvement  in  consumer  demand  in  prospect,  however,  will  offset  in  part  the 
effect  of  the  increase  in  supplies  upon  hog  prices. 

The  June  Pig  Crop  Report  recently  released  indicated  that  there  would 
be  an  increase  of  about  14  percent  in  the  number  of ; sows  to  farrow  in  the  fall 
of  1936.     This  indication,  however,  was  based  upon ;breeding  intentions  reported 
by  farmers  on  about  June  1.     Since  early  June  severe  drought  conditions  have 
developed  in  the  Corn  Belt,  which  is  the  principal  hog  -producing  area.  These 
conditions  have  reduced  the  1936  com  crop  prospects  materially,  and  it  is 
probable  that  there  will  be  little  if  any  increase  in  the  1936  fall  pig  crop. 
The  outturn  of  the  corn  crop  is  still  very  uncertain,  but  if  com  production 
this  year  is  curtailed  considerably  by  drought,  as  now  appears  probable,  some 
liquidation  of  sows  and  spring  pigs  will  occur  in  the  next  few  months.  A 
small  corn  crop  this  year  would  cause  corn  prices  to  rise  relative  to  hog 
prices,  and  the  hog-corn  price  ratio  would  be  much  less  favorable  for  increases 
in  hog  production  than  it  has  been  in  the  last  year.     If  this  ratio  is  reduced, 
materially  it  is  also  probable  that  average  weights  of  hogs  marketed  in  1936-37 
will  be  much  lighter  than  the  heavier- than-ave rage  weights  this  year. 

A  further  increase  in  the  number  of  hogs  in  Germany  was  reported  in 
early  June,  and  slaughter  supplies  of  hogs  in  that  country  continue  to  increase. 
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Although  United  States  exports  of  lalfd  to  Germany  have  increased  in  recent  ; 
months  they  are  still  at  a  very  low  level.    Restrictions  to  imports  in  European 
countries  generally  have  tended  to  fix  an  upper  level  beyond  which  exports 
of  this  country  cannot  increase.    Because  of  the  shortage  of  hog  supplies  in 
this  country,  exports  of  pork  and  lard  in  1935-36  have  been  materially  below 
this  upper  level.    With  an  increase  in  hog  slaughter  in  prospect  in  the  first 
half  of  the  1936-37  marketing  year,  it  is  probable  that  some  increase  in  ex- 
ports will  occur.    Whether  this  increase  continues  throughout  1936-37  will 
depend  chiefly  upon  the  trend  in  domestic  hog  production,  which  in  turn  will 
be  governed  largely  by  the  effect  of  the  present  drought  upon  the  1936  corn 
crop. 

Domestic  Situation 

In  view  of  the  large  increase  in  the  1936  spring  pig  crop,  the  number 
of  hogs  slaughtered  in  the  fall  and  winter  (October  to  April)  of  1936-37 
probably  will  be  considerably  larger  than  a  year  earlier.     If  the  increase 
indicated  in  the  June  Pig  Crop  Report  in  the  number  of  soWs  to  farrow  in  the 
fall  of  1936  is  realized  there  will  also  be  an  increase  in  hog  slaughter  in 
the  summer  of  1937  compared  with  the  present  summer.     Because  of  the  severe 
drought  conditions  prevailing  in  the  Corn  Belt  since  mid- June,  however,  it 
does  not  seem  probable  thLit  the  indicated  increase  in  the  number  of  sows  to 
farrow  this  fall  will  materialize. 

Although  the  number  of  hogs  on  farms  over  6  months  of  age  on  June  1 
was  estimated  to  be  only  7  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlie:--,  it  appears 
probable  that  hog  slaughter  in  August  and  September  will  be  Considerably  larger 
than  in  .those  months  last  year.     In  view  of  the  severe  drought  it  is  likely 
that  some  liquidation  of  sows  and  spring  pigs  will  occur  in  tils  period,  which 
will  represent  an  addition  to  the  number  of  hogs  that  would  have  been  marketed 
in  these  months  if  there  had  been  no  drought.     Slaughter  supplf.es  in  August 
and  September,  however,  will  be  smaller  than  in  May  and  June.     Thus  it  seems 
probable  that  hog  prices  will  advance  seasonally  in  the  next  2  .months.  Because 
of  the  large  increase  in  the  1936  spring  pig  crop,  the  seasonal  increase  in 
hog  slaughter  in  the  coming  fall  and  early  winter  will  be  larger  than  usual, 
and  a  decline  in  hog  prices  is  probable  after  September.    With  some  further 
improvement  in  consumer  demand  in  prospect  and  a  fairly  strong  storage  demand 
for  hog  products  this  winter  likely,  the  drop  in  hog  prices  from  late  September 
to  the  end  of  1936  may  not  be  greater  than  the  usual  seasonal  decline  for 
this  period. 

The  1936  spring  pig  crop  was  estimated  to  bo  about  29  percent  larger 
than  that  of  1935,  according  to  the  June  1936  pig  crop  report  of  title'  Bureau 
of  Agricultural  Economics.  Despite  this  large  increase,  the  number  of  pigs 
produced  in  the  spring  of  1936  was  the  smallest  in  all  of  the  last  ,20  years 
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except  1935,  when  the  spring  crop  was  very  sharply  curtailed  because  of  the 
1934  drought.    As  indicated  in  the  table  on  page  5  showing  the  estimates  of 
the  spring  pig  crop  by  regions,  increases  in  pig  production  were  reported  in 
all  areas,  with  the  greatest  increases  occurring  in  the  Corn  Belt  and  in  the 
Yifestern  States.     In  the  North  Central  States  (Corn  Belt)  the  number  of  pigs 
produced  in  the  spring  of  1936  was  3S.5  percent  larger  than  the  number  produced 
in  the  spring  of  1935.    Lest  year  the  greatest  decrease  in  the  spring  pig  crop 
occurred  in  the  North  Central  States,  where  drought  conditions  in  1934  were 
very  severe. 

It  was  also  indicated  in  the  June  Pig  Crop  Report  that  the  number  of 
sows  to  farrow  in  the  fall  of  1936  will  be  about  14  percent  larger  than  the 
number  farrowing;  in  the  fall  of  1935.    This  indication  was  based  upon  inter- 
pretations of  breeding  intentions  reported  by  farmers  on  or  about  June  1.  Since 
June  1,  however,  severe  drought  conditions  have  developed  in  the  Corn  Belt 
and  corn  crop  prospects  for  1935  have  declined  greatly.    Hence  it  seems  unlikely 
that  the  increase  in  the  number  of  sows  to  farrow  this  fall,  which  was  in- 
dicated on  the  basis  of  reports  on  June  1,  will  be  realized. 

The  number  of  hogs  over  6  months  of  age  on  farms  on  June  1,  1936  was 
estimated  to  be  about  7  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier  for  the  United 
States  as  a  whole,  and  about  11  percent  larger  for  the  North  Central  States 
(Corn  Belt).    The  number  of  hogs  on  farms  over  6  months  of  age  on  June  1  in- 
cludes mostly  hogs  that  will  be  markete...  in  the  following  4  months  and  .  sows 
bred  or  to  be  bred  for  fall  farrow.     In  past  years  there  has  been  a  fairly 
close  relationship  between  changes  in  number  of  hogs  over  6  months  of  age  in 
the  Corn  Belt  and  changes  in  inspected  hog  slaughter  from  June  to  September. 
The  change  in  the  number  of  hogs  on  farms  on  June  1,  after  making  allowance 
for  the  increase  in  hog  slaughter  in  June  compared  with  a  year  earlier  and 
for  the  estimated  increase  in  the  number  of  sows  to  farrow  this  fall,  would 
indicate  that  inspected  hog  slaughter  in  the  period  from  July  to  September 
1936  would  be  little  if  any  larger  than  that  of  a  year  earlier.     This  indication 
of  slaughter. in  the  summer  months,  however, .is  somewhat  at  variance  with  the 
large  increase  in  summer  slaughter  supplies  indicated  by  the  estimated  increase 
of  over  30  percent  in  the  1935  fall  pig  crop.     It  should  be  noted  that  the 
indication  of  summer  slaughter  supplies  of  hogs  given  in  the  June  issue  of 
this  Report  was  based  entirely  upon  the  increase  in  the  1935  fall  pig  crop, 
since  the  estimate  of  the  number  of  hogs  on  farms  over  6  months  of  age  on 
June  1,  1936  was  not  then  available.    Regardless  of  which  of  these  indications 
is  correct,  slaughter  supplies  of  hogs  in  July,  August,  and  September  probably 
will  be  larger  than  otherwise  and  larger  than  last  year  because  of  drought 
conditions  which,  have  recently  developed. 

Hog  prices  advanced  somewhat  in  late  May  and  early  June  and  advanced 
further  in  late  June  and  early  July.     Since  slaughter  supplies  of  all  species 
of  livestock  increased  from  May  to  June,  the  advance  in  hog  prices  in  recent 
weeks  reflects  an  improvement  in  consumer  demand  for  meats  considerably  greater 
than  was  anticipated  several  months  ago.     The  average  price  of  hogs  at  Chicago 
for  the  last  week  of  June  was  $9.99,  the  highest  weekly  average  since  late 
April.     For  the  entire  month  of  June  the  average  price  of  hogs  at  Chicago  was 
$9.88  per  100  pounds  compared  with  $9.58  in  May  and  09.27  in  June  last  year. 
The  advance  in  prices  in  recent  weeks,  was  somewhat  greater  for  light  and  medium 
weight  butcher  hogs  than  for  heavy  weight  butcher  hogs  and  packing  sows. 
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Slaughter  supplies  of  hogs  in  June  were  somewhat  larger  than  in  May, 
but  the  increase  was  less  than  average  for  this  period.    Hog  slaughter  under 
Federal  inspection  in  June,'  totaling  about  2,759,000  head,  was  about  50 
percent  larger  than  in  June  last  year.     With;  the  exception  of  June  1935, 
however,  inspected  slaughter  in  June  this  ytar  was  the  smallest  for  the  month 
since  1917.    The  proportion  of  packing  sows  included  in  the  market  supply 
of  hogs  increased  materially  during  Juno,  as  is  usual  for  this  time  of  year. 
Average  weights  of  all  hogs  in  June  continued  heavier  than  a  year  earlier. 
The  average  weight  of  hogs  at  the  seven  leading  markets  for  the  month  was 
253  pounds,  compared  with  242  pounds  in  May  and  244  pounds  in  June  1935. 

Corn  prices  advanced  moderately  during  the  first  3  weeks  of  June  but 
advanced  sharply  in  late  June  and  early  July  as  c^op  conditions  in  the  Corn 
Belt  became  unfavorable.     The  average  price  of  No.   3  Yellow  corn  at  Chicago 
in  June  was  64  cents  compered  with  63  cents  in  May  and  85  cents  in  June  last 
year.     The  advance  in  corn  prices  in  June  and  early  July  was  somewhat  greater 
than  the  rise  in  hog  prices,  and  as  a  result  the  hog-corn  price  ratio  declined 
during  this  period,  but  it  continued  to  be  higher  than  average  and  higher 
than  last  year.     Based  on  Chicago  prices,  the  bog-corn  price  ratio  for  the 
week  ended  July  3  was  14.8  compared  with  16.0  in  early  June  and  10.6  a  year 
earlier.     The  ratio  has  been  above  average  since  August  1935  and  has  been 
much  above  average  since  last  November.     The  high  bog  prices  in  relation  to 
corn  prices  in  the  last  year  were  an  importatn  factor  in  causing  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  pigs  produced  in  the  fall  of  1935  and  in  the  spring  of  1936, 
and  they  also  have  been  the  chief  reason  for  the  increase  in  average  weights 
of  hogs  marketed  during  the  current  hog  marketing  year.     If  the  1936  corn 
crop  is  sharply  curtailed  by  drought,  it  is  probable  that  corn  prices  will 
rise  relative  to  hog  prices  in  the  coming  year,  and  as  a  result  the  incentive 
for  further  increases  in  hog  production  will  be  considerably  lessened. 

Prices  of  fresh  pork  declined  in  early  June  but  were  fairly  steady 
during  the  remainder  of  the  month.     Prices  of  most  cuts  of  cured  pork  rose 
during  June,  while  lard  prices  were  about  steady.     The  composite  wholesale 
price  of  hog  products  at  New  York  averaged  $20.99  per  100  pounds  in  June 
compared  with  $20.57  in  May  and  621.96  in  the  corresponding  month  a  year 
earlier. 

Exports  of  pork  in  May  were  materially  larger  than  in  April  but  they 
were  considerably  smaller  than  in  May  last  year.    A  large  part  of  the  increase 
from  April  to  May  was  accounted  for  by  the  larger  shipments  of  hams  and 
shoulders,  most  of  which  are  consigned  to  the  United  Kingdom.     In  the  first 
8  months  of  the  1935-36  hog  marketing  year  exports  of  pork  were  about  45 
percent  smaller  than  in  the  corresponding  month  of  1954-35. 

Exports  of  lard  in  May,  totaling  nearly  11, 000, 000  pounds,  were  larger 
than  in  April  1936  and  in  May  last  year.     Except  for  May  1935,  however,  lard 
.  exports  in  May  this  year  were  the  smallest  for  the  month  in  the  last  30  years. 
Lard  exports  both  to  Great  Britain  and  Cuba  in  May  were  larger  than  in  April, 
and  shipments  to  Cuba  were  larger  than  in  the  corresponding  month  a  year 
earlier.     Exports  to  Germany  in  May  were  almost  negligible,  whereas  in  April 
they  amounted  to  about  1,000,000  pounds.     In  the  first  8  months  of  1935-36, 
lard  exports  of  about  68,000,000  pounds  were  45  percent  less  than  in  1934-35 
and  more  than  80  uercent  smaller  than  in  1933-34. 
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United  States:  'Spring  pig  crop,  "by  geographic  divisions, 

1935  and  1936 


Geographic 
division 

:  Spring  pigs  saved 
!   (Dec.  1  to  June  l) 

:  Spring 
:  pigs 
:  saved  per 
:  litter 

:  Sows 
:  farrowed 
:  in  spring 
:  (Dec.  1 
:  to  June  l) 

,  Sows  to  "be  farrowed 
:  in  the  fall  of  1936 
:  compared  with  the 
;        fall  of  1935 
:   (June  1  to  Dec.  l) 

.     J-  3U  O 

:      1936  1/ 

,     J.  JOO 

>  IsOJ 

1  935 

:      1936  2/ 

:  Total 

>      JT  fci  — 

: cent- 
. age  of 
:  1935 

:  Total 

:  Per- 

cent- 
: age  of 
:  1935 

North  Atlantic; 
East  North  : 

Central   

West  North  : 

Central  ..... 
Total  North  : 
Central  ... 
South  Atlantic: 
South  Central  : 
Mountain  and  : 

Pacific  (West): 

United  : 

S^Q*t  GS    •  •  •  « 

:  Thou- 
! sands  < 

>  illOu- 

:  sands 

,  jrer— 
:  cent 

:  Num- 
!  ber 

!  ber 

:  Thou- 
»  s  aii u.b 

: Thou- 

*  b  dJ-i- ^b 

'.  Thou- 

:  Thou- 
!  sands 

:  Per- 

:  cent 

614: 

724: 

118 

6.04- 

6.01: 

102 

:  120 

:  104 

.  122: 

117 

8,880' 
14,539: 

.10,579: 
20,462: 

:  119. 
141 

:  6.41 
6.03: 

,  6.15: 
6.01: 

1,335. 
2,411 

;  1,720: 
:3,403: 

1,020. 
1,336 

1,231: 
:  1,414: 

121 
106 

23,419: 

31,041: 

132 

6.17: 

6.06: 

3,796 

: 5.123 

2,356. 

2,645, 

112 

2, 651: 
4,644: 

1,052: 

2,900: 
5,764: 

1,455: 

109. 
124: 

138. 

5.76: 
5.50: 

5.77: 

5.58. 
:  5.66: 

:  5.89. 

460: 
845 

-  182: 

520: 
,1,018. 

247. 

399: 
747: 

:  160: 

462: 
895: 

185: 

116 
120 

'  115 

32,380: 

41,884: 

129: 

6.01: 

5.96. 

5,385: 

7,028: 

3,766: 

4,310: 

114 

Compiled  from  the  Pig  Crop  Report  of  June  1,  1936. 
1/  Preliminary. 

2/  Number  indicated  to  farrow  from  breeding  intention  reports. 


Canada 

Marketings  of  hogs  in  Canada  in  the  first  half  of  1936  were  about 
6.5  percent  larger  than  in  the  same  period  of  1935.    Despite  this  increase 
in  marketings,  hog  prices  thus  far  this  year  have  averaged  only  slightly 
lower  than  a  year  earlier.    Bacon  exports,  which  are  largely  con^jge^tjgg^ 
the  United  Kingdom,  have  been  slightly  smaller  thus  far  in  1936/  "but  exports' 
of  other  kinds  of  pork  have  increased  this  year.    Total  exports  of  hogs  and 
hog  products  combined  in  the  first  5  months  of  1936  were  slightly  larger 
than  in  the  corresponding  months  last  year. 

Hog  prices  in  Canada  advanced  somewhat  daring  June.     The  average 
price  of  bacon  hogs  at  Toronto  for  the  4  weeks  ended  June  25  was  about 
$8.80  (United  States  currency)  compared  with  $8.16  in  the  month  of  May  and 
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$9.91  in  the  month  of  June  last  year.    The  number  of  hogs  and  hog  carcasses 
graded  at  public  stockyards  and  packing  plants  in  Canada  in  the  4  weeks 
ended  June  25  totaled  259,000  head,  which  was  a  decrease  of  5  percent 
compared  with  the  gradings  in  May  hut  was  an  increase  of  26  percent  compared 
with  those  of  the  corresponding  period  in  1935.    The  increase  in  Canadian 
hog  marketings  in  1936  compared  with  a  year  earlier  has  occurred  entirely 
in  the  last  4  months,  since  marketings  in  January  and  February ' were  smaller 
than  in  1935. 

Foreign  Situation 

United  Kingdom  and  Irish  Free  State 

On  June  19,  1936,  a  supplementary  agreement  between  the  British  and 
Danish  Governments  was  signed,  continuing  in  force  the  Anglo-Danish  agree- 
ment of  June  20,  1933,  according  to  information  received  from  Agricultural 
Attache  C.  C.  Taylor  at  London.    The  agreement  is  subject  to  4  months' 
notice  of  renunciation  by  either  party.    Minor  changes  were  made  in  some 
of  the  provisions,  but  that  affecting  bacon  importations  into  the  United 
Kingdom,  contrary  to  expectations^  was  not  altered. 

Liverpool  bacon  quotations  for  the  month  of  June  had  a  firmer  tone 
than  during  the  previous  month,  Danish  Wiltshire  sides  making  an. average 
of  $20.33  per  100  pounds  and  Canadian  green  sides,  $18.08.  Wiltshire 
sides  averaged  24  cents  above  the  May  figure  but  82  cents  under  the  June 
1935  average.    The  June  average  for'  Canadian  green  sides  was  53  cents  above 
the  comparable  May  figure,  though  67  cents  under  that  of  a  year  earlier  • 

Total  imports  of  bacon  for  the  first  8  months  of  the  current  season 
amounted  to  over  484,000,000  pounds  as  against  528,000,000  for  the  same 
months  of  the  1934-35  season  and  861,000,000  during  the  October-May  period 
of  the  peak  1931-32  season.    This  represents  a  decline  of  44  percent  during 
the  past  4  years*    Danish  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  over  the  same 
period  show  an  even  greater  decline,  amounting  for  the  4  years  to  55  percent. 
Imports  from  Denmark  for  the  1935-36  season  to  the  end  of  May  reached  only 
260,000,000  pounds  as  against  over  582,000,000  pounds  in  the  1931-32  period. 

Imports  of  bacon  from  the  Irish  Free  State  continue  to  increase, 
totaling  nearly  36,000,000  pounds  in  the  period  October  to  May  1935-36 
compared  with  32,000,000  pounds  last  year  and  less  than  15,000,000  pounds 
during  the  same  months  of  1932-33,  the  year  of  lowest  bacon  shipments  into 
the  United  Kingdom  from  that  source.    Imports  thus  far  this  year  have  been 
the  highest  for  any  8-month  period  since  the  1928-29  season,  when  they  . 
reached  a  little  over  40,000,000  pounds.    Canadian  shipments  of  bacon  to 
the  United  Kingdom  during  the  period  October  to  May  1935-36  have  been  well 
below  those  of  a  year  ago  and  slightly  under  those  of  the  1933-34  season. ^ 
Such  imports  amounted  to  about  68,000,000  pounds,  which  represents  a  decline 
of  9  percent  from  the  comparable  period  of  a  year  earlier,  but  they  are  still 
some  30  times  larger  than  imports  from  Canada  during  the  October-May  1930-31 
period t 

Imports  of  United  States  bacon  into  the  United  Kingdom  continue  very 
small,  amounting  for  the  month  of  May  to  but  78,000  pounds  and  for  the.,  entire 
season  to  the  end  of  May  to  slightly  over  1,000,000  pounds.    During  the  same 
months  of  1929-30,  British  imports  of  bacon  from  the  United  States  totaled 
46,700,000  pounds. 
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American  short  cut  green  ham*  were  quoted  on  the  Liverpool  market 
at  an  average  for  the  month  of  June  at  $21,95,  or  67  cents  above  the  May 
average.    This  is  the  highest  June  average  since  1929,  amounting  to  $2.12 
more  than  the  comparable  1935  figure. 

Total  ham  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  have  been  fairly  well 
maintained  during  the  first  8  months  of  the  season,  reaching  nearly 
45,000,000  pounds  as  against  about  48,000,000  for  comparable  months  of  the 
1934-35  period.    They  represent,  however,  a  decline  of  25  percent  from 
October-May  imports  of  the  1932-33  season,  and  of  38  percent  from  those  of 
1929-30.     Imports  of  hams  from  the  United  States  increased  somewhat  during 
May,  amounting,  however,  to  less  than  4,000,000  pounds.     The  total  imports 
into  the  United  Kingdom  from  the  United  States  for  the  current  season  of 
22,000,000  pounds  represent  decreases  from  those  of  comparable  months  of 
the  1934-35,  1933-34,  and  1932-33  seasons  of  22  percent,  31  percent,  and 
37  percent,  respectively.    The- United  States  so  far  this  season  has  furnish- 
ed 50  percest  of  total  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom,  whereas  in  the 
1929-30  period  it  supplied  85  percent.    Daring  October-May  1935-36,  receipts 
of  Canadian  ham  in  the  British  market  amounted  to  about  38  percent  of  the 
total  imports, 

Liverpool  average  quotations  on  refined  lard  for  the  month  of  June 
fell  to  $11,83,  42  cents  below  the  previous  month's  average  and  $1.81  under 
the  average  price  in  June  last  year.    Aside  from  the  June  1935  average, 
this  was  the  highest  for  the  month  since  1929,    Lard  imports  into  the 
United  Kingdom  for  the  current  season,  October  1  to  May  31,  reached  a  total 
of  less  than  110,000,000  pounds.    This  figure  represents  a  decline  of  37 
percent  from  1934-35  comparable  imports  and  of  50  percent  from  those  of  2 
years  ago.    The  United  States  thus  far  this  season  has  supplied  only  36 
percent  of  this  greatly  reduced  total  compared  with  70  percent  in  the  same 
period  of  last  year  and  92  percent  in  1933-34.    British  lard  imports  from 
the  United  States  have  declined  over  80  percent  during  the  last  2  years. 

Germany 

The  increase  in  German  hog  numbers  noted  in  recent  months  has  been 
reflected  in  an  increase  in  receipts  and  slaughter  of  hogs  in  May,  when 
slaughter  was  larger  than  for  any  month  since  early  1935.    For  the  first 
8  months  of  the  1935-36  season,  however,  hog  receipts  were  still  about 
27  percent  smaller  than  in  the  corresponding  1934-35  period,  according 
to  figures  covering  14  points  transmitted  by  the  Berlin  office  of  the 
Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Slaughter  at  36  centers  for  the  period 
October  to  May  1935-36  was  about  28  percent  below  comparable  1934-35  fig-ares. 
Tne  number  of  young  stock  and  breeding  sows  appearing  in  the  June  1936  hog 
census  indicates  a  continuance  of  the  increase  in  marketable  hogs.  Total 
hog  numbers  in  June  this  year  were  placed  at  22,200,000  head,  or  11  percent 
larger  than  a  year  earlier.    Marketable  hogs  aged  6  months  to  1  year  were 
up  7  percent  last  month  over  a  year  earlier,  while  brood  sows  in  the  same 
age  group  increased  18  percent.    The  number  of  all  young  pigs  under  6  months 
old  in  June  this  year  was  12  percent  larger  than  in  1935, 

Germany  continues  to  import  somewhat  larger  quantities  of  hog  products 
this  year  than  last,  but  imports  in  May  were  smaller  than  in  other  recent 
months.    The  general  level  of  imports,  however,  continues  relatively  low. 
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Imports  of  lard  in  May  of  5,489,000  pounds  were  the  smallest  sir^ce  August 
1935.    The  United  States  was  the  chief  supplier  of  the  reduced  total, 
accounting  for  nearly  2,000,000  pounds,  or  about  36  percent.    Brazil  was 
next,  with  slightly  more  than  1,000,000  pounds.    At  least  nine  other 
countries  supplied  lard  to  Germany  during  May,  of  which  Hungary  was  the 
most  important,    lor  the  period  January-May,  however,  the  United  States 
supplied  less  than  3,000,000  pounds,  or  only  about  7  percent  of  a  total  of 
40,322,000  pounds.    For  the  first  8  months  of  the  1935-36  season,  Germany 
imported  a"bout  80  percent  more  lard  than  in  the  corresponding  period  of 
1934-35.    Bacon  imports  in  May,  nearly  all  of  which  came  from  the  Nether- 
lands, were  smaller  than  in  either  the  preceding  month  or  in  the  correspond- 
ing month  a  year  earlier,  reaching  only  1,100,000  pounds.    Total  "bacon 
imports  into  Germany  in  the  period  October-May  1935-36  were  about  12  percent 
smaller  than  those  of  a  year  earlier. 
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Hogs  and  pork  products:     Indices  of  foreign  supplies  and  demand 


Oct. -May 

:  1909-10 

:  1924-25 

P  Tl         "1  "f*  • 
OJ.1U.     X  L  Ciil 

Unit 

:to  1913-14 
:  average 

:to  1928-2S 
:  average 

: 1932-33 

:  1933-34 

:l  934-3  £ 

: 1935-36 

UNI TED  KIITSBOSfs  : 

Supplies,  : 

domestic  fresh  : 

L,000 

pork,  London  ..: pounds 

:  42,025 

:  60,597 

:  50,976 

:  57,494 

:  62,106 

Imports-  : 

Bacon-  ; 

it 

:  162,459 

:  333,487 

: 482, 619 

:  329,339 

:289,230 

: 260, 012 

Irish  E. State.: 

ir 

:  36,682 

:  14,539 

:  22,359 

:  32,345 

:  35,797 

United  States.: 

11 

:  124,784 

:  74,637 

:  3,183 

i  3,543 

:  2,221 

:  1,087 

11 

:  27,289 

:  50,282 

:  18,883 

:  67,984 

:  74,810 

:  67,767 

n 

:  27,954 

:  105,553 

:250,321 

: 175,462 

: 129,450 

: 119, 801 

it 

:  342,486 

:  600,691 

:  7  69  j  547 

:598,690 

: 528,105 

:484,463 

Ham,  total  . 

11 

:  60,729 

:  81,403 

:  59 1 271 

:  52,119 

:  47,612 

:  44,607 

Lard,  total 

1! 

:  148,270 

!  181,212 

: 192, 995 

:217,370 

: 149, 693 

:109,588 

DEMAEK:  r 

Exports-  : 

rt 

:  332,285 

: 492,205 

: 345, 854 

: 292,231 

CM  ADA:  : 

Slaughter-  : 

Hogs,  inspected:  1000' s: 

1,154  : 

1,380  . 

:  1,935. 

.  2,076 

:  2,063 

:  2,119 

GEHMA1TY : 

Production-  : 

Hog  receipts  : 

14  cities  . . . : 

11 

2,198  : 

2,119! 

2,308: 

.  2,348: 

1,708 

Hog  slaughter  : 

36  centers  ..: 

11 

3,000  : 

2,731  : 

2,873: 

3,064: 

3,145: 

2,262 

Imoorts-  :l 

,000  : 

Bacon,  total  . :pounds: 

1,855  : 

12,065  : 

21,713: 

18,551: 

18,757: 

16,497 

Lard,  total  ..: 

11 

138,404  : 

150,588  : 

168,456: 

89,897: 

37,986: 

68,054 

UNITED  STATES:  : 

Slaughter- 

Hogs,  inspected:  1000'  s: 

22,467  : 

32,856  : 

32,049: 

31,581: 

24,015: 

20,934 

Exports-  : 

Bacon-                :  1 

,000  : 

United  Kingdom: pounds : 

87,643  : 

45,404  : 

1,815: 

1,937: 

1,274: 

423 

11 

1,204  : 

7,931  : 

1,189: 

2,447: 

0: 

29 

11 

5,114  : 

14,027  : 

2,918: 

3,342: 

3,156: 

775 

11  . 

119,927  : 

96,436  : 

11,123; 

16,128: 

5,805: 

1,884 

Hams,  shoulders-: 

United  Kingdom: 

ti 

92,422  : 

95,006  : 

37,779: 

35,420: 

31,831: 

23,739 

Total   : 

11  . 

107,272  : 

113  ,  979  : 

44,099: 

41,660: 

38,454: 

25,780 

Lard- 

United  Kingdom: 

it  • 

118,283  : 

155,919  : 

187  ,  483: 

216,681: 

90,973: 

44, 606 

n  . 

98,123  : 

130,674  : 

114,406: 

53,953: 

2,513: 

4,441 

it  . 

24,895  : 

54,772  : 

7,848: 

10,282: 

20,730: 

15,212 

Netherlands  ..: 

11  . 

26,136  : 

29,392  : 

30,125: 

19,022: 

9: 

40 

Total   : 

326,974  : 

500,470  : 

407,720: 

385,273: 

123,904: 

67,934 
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Hogs  and  pork  products:    Foreign  and  domestic  average  prices  per 
pounds  for  the  month  indicated,  and  stocks  at  the  end  of  each  month 


I  tem 

:  1909-  : 
:  1913  : 
:  average  : 

1925-  : 
1929  •: 
average  : 

May 
1935 

* 

i  April 
:  1936 

:  May 
:  1936 

:  Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Prices- 

Hogs,  Chicago,  "basis 
packers'  and  ship- 
pers' quotations  ..... 
Corn,  Chicago, 

No.  3  Yellow   

Hogs,  heavy,  Berlin 

live  weight  

Barley,  Leipzig   

Lard- 
Chicago  

Liverpool  .  

Hamburg  

Cured  pork- 
Liverpool- 

American  short  cut 

green  ham's  

American,  gr'een  ' 

bellies  .'  

Danish  Wiltshire 

sides  . . .  

Canadian  green  1 
sides   


Stocks- 

United  'States- 
Processed  pork  l/ 
Lard  .in  cold 

storage  ... 


7.81 

11.13 

9.31 

10.47 

9.58 

1.16 

1.71 

1.52 

1.13 

• 

1.13 

10.96 
1.75 

13.89 
2.44 

15.69  ■ 
3.14  • 

17.70. 
3.33.  .  . 

17.70 

GmGl 

10.68 
11.80 
12.65 

14.74 
15.16 
15.67  ' 

14  „  65 
13,01 

11.90  • - 

13.85 

12.78 

11.12 
12.25 
11.83 

14.80 

24.39 

19.56 

20.88 

21.28 

21.19 

14.25 

Nominal 

Uominal 

15.60 

25.16 

20.16 

20.46 

20.09 

14.64 

22.76 

17.91  ■ 

17.70 

17.55 

1  ,'000 
pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

780,179 

503,413 

457,402 

440,618 

145,332 

89,986 

83,615 

99,656 

l/  Dry 'salt  cured  and  in  process  of  cure;  pickled,  cured,  and  in  pro 
of  cure,  and  frozen. 


cess 


Storage  holdings  of  pork  and  lard  on  First  of  each  month, 
average  i930-3^  and  1934  to  Date 


OCT.     NOV.     DEC.     JAN.     FEB.     MAR.     APR.     MAY    JUNE    JULY    AUG.  SEPT. 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  NEG.31VI0  BUREAU  OF  AGRICULTURAL  ECONOMICS 

Figure  I.-  Storage  holdings  of  pork  usually  increase 
from  early  november  until  february  or  march  and  then  de- 
cline during  the  rema8noer  of  the  hog  marketing  year. 
Stocks  of  pork  this  year  have  been  much  below  average. 

BUT  THEY  HAVE  ONLY  RECENTLY  BEGUN  TO  DECLINE.  STOCKS  OF 
LARD  USUALLY  INCREASE  FROM  DECEMBER  TO  AUGUST  AND  THEN 
DECLINE  FROM  SEPTEMBER  TO  NOVEMBER.  ALTHOUGH  LARD  STOCKS 
THIS  YEAR  ARE  BELOW  AVERAGE,  THE  USUAL  SEASONAL  INCREASE 
HAS    OCCURRED   SINCE   LAST  DECEMBER. 
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WORLD  HOG  AND  PORK  PROSPECTS 


Quarterly  Summary 


The  number  of  hogs  slaughtered  in  the  1936-37  m^r-ke  ting-Iv ear 
beginning  October  1,  probably  will  be  from  10  to  20  percent  larger  than 
in  1935-36.    Average  weights  of  hogs  marketed  in  1936-37,  however,  will 
be  lighter  than  in  1935-36,  and  may  be  as  light  as  in  1934-35,  following 
the  1934  drought. 

Hog  prices  in  1936-37  probably  will  average  about  as  high  as  in 
1935-36,  since  the  probable  increase  in  slaughter  supplies  will  be  about 
offset  by  -the  further  improvement  in  consumer  demand  now  in  prospect. 
Hog  slaughter  in  the  period  from  October  to  December  1936  is  expected 
to  be  much  larger  than  that  of  the  corresponding  period  a  year  earlier,, 
and  a  decline  in  hog  prices  is  likely  to  occur  during  these  months*  As 
slaughter  supplies  are  reduced  in  the  late  winter  and  spring,  however, 
prices  are  likely  to  advance. 

It  is  probable  that  producers  have  reduced  materially  the  number 
of  sows  to  be  farrowed  in  the  fall  of  1936  from  the  number  indicated  by 
the  June  Pig  Crop  Report,  in  view  of  the  very  unfavorable  feed  crop 
prospects  which  have  since  developed.    The  1936  fall  pig  crop,  therefore, 
probably  will  be  no  larger,  and  may  be  smaller,  than  that  of  1935.  It 
is  also  probable  that  the  1937  spring  pig  crop  will  be  smaller  than  that 
of  1936. 

Exports  of  hog  products  are  likely  to  increase  somewhat  in  the 
•first  half  of  the  1936-37  hog-marketing  year,  in  view  of  the  larger 
domestic  slaughter  supplies  of  hogs  in  prospect.    In  the  last  half  of 
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1936-37,  however,  the  probable  smaller  domestic' hog  slaughter  is  likely  to 
be  accompanied  "by  exports  no  greater  than  in  the  last  half  of  the  present 
marketing  year.    The  current  volume  of  exports  is  smaller  than  that  which 
could  be  absorbed  by  foreign  markets  under  present  policies  limiting  imports* 

There  are  increasing  indications  of  larger  British  import  quotas  for 
cured  pork  after  January  1,  1937.    The  increase,  however,  undoubtedly  would 
be  accompanied  by  the  application  of  import  duties,  the  revenue  to  be  used 
largely  for  promoting  British  hog  production.    Meanwhile,  hog. numbers  in 
Great  Britain  are  larger  than  a  year  ago.    Increases  also  are  apparent  in 
Denmark  and  some  other  countries  interested  in  supplying  the  British  cured- 
pork  market o 

Germany  is  the  only  important  pork- importing  country  of  continental 
Europe  to  report  a  current  upward  movement  in  hog  numbers.    In  virtually 
all  of  the  central  European  importing  countries  there  is  a  definite  trend 
toward  limiting  hog  production  to  the  numbers  for  which  domestically  produced 
feed  is  available.     This  development  suggests  some  increase  in  the  fat  import 
requirements,  including  lard.    At  present  most  of  the  lard  imports  are  being 
secured  through  barter  or  exchange  arrangements,  largely  with  European 
exporting  countries© 

Current  trading  practices  indicate  that  there  may  be  difficulty  in 
regaining  a  substantial  share  of  the  continental  European  lard  market  when 
the  American  product  becomes  available  in  more  usual  quantities.    This  is 
particularly  true  with  respect  to  the  formerly  important  German,  market, 
which  will  remain  virtually  closed  to  American  lard  unless  German  commercial 
policy  is  materially  changed.     It  may  be  difficult  also  to  overcome  the 
tendency  to  utilize  fats  .other  than  lard  which  has  developed  during  the 
period  of  reduced  American  lard  production  following  the  drought  of  1934. 
This  tendency  is  noticeable  in  Great  Britain,  the  ■  leading  foreign  market- -: 
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for  .American  lard,  as  well  as  in  central  European  areas  deficient  in  lard. 
Concessions  secured  from  foreign  countries  in  the  reciprocal  trade  agree- 
ments, on  the  other  hand,  will  tend  to  encourage  exports  of  hog  products, 
especially  lard,  as  domestic  hog  production  is  increased. 

Hog  Numbers  in  Principal  Countries 

Hog  numbers  in  mid- summer  1936,  in  commercially,  important  hog  pro- 
ducing countries  were  about  15. percent  above  the  low -point  reached  on  the 
same  date  of  1935.    The  1936  United  States ■ spring  pig  crop  increased  29 
.percent  to  41,884,000  head.    In  six  l/  European  countries,  for  which  mid- 
summer estimates  are  available  for  1936,  hog  numbers , increased  6  percent 
to  33,256,000,  .compared  with  mid-summer  1935.  -  A  further .  increase  in  these 
countries  appears  to  be  in  prospect,  as  the  number' of .brood  sows  in  June 
1936  was  about  .15  percent  larger  than  in  June  1935.    -These,  six  countries 
support  about  two-fifths  of  the  total  hog  numbers  in  Europe,  exclusive  of 
the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics.    The  number. of  hogs  in  the .Soviet 
Union  at  the  beginning  of  1936  was  26,200,000  compared  with  17,l00r000  in 
1955  and  only  11,500,000  in  1934.  .       :  .   

Hog  numbers  in  Germany  increased  11 ;percent  to  22,200,000  between 
June  1935  and  June  1936.     The  number  of  hogs  is  now  only  0.8  percent  smaller 
than  in  the  summer  of  1934  and  1.5  percent  smaller  than  in  the  record  year 
1931.    There  has  been  a  20  percent  increase  in  young  bred  .sows  and  an  11 
percent  increase  in  older  bred  sows,  this  June  as  compared  with -last.  Young 
pigs  up  to  6  months  showed  an  increase,  of  12  percent  ;to  . 15>752,000  as  com- 
pared with  June  a  year  ago.    The  June  1936  ; estimate  of  the  number  of 
slaughter  hogs  and  those  being  fed  for  .slaughter  was  .4,164,000,  .which  was 
6  percent  more  than  in  June  of  last  year  but  7  percent  less  .than  in  June 
1934. 

In  Great  Britain    (England,  Wales,  and  Scotland.)  «,  the  number  of 
hogs  reported  on  .hand  on  June  1,  1936  w.as  4.037,000  aM.was  i  percent  smeller 
than  at  the  same  date  a  year  ago,  when  it  was  unusually  large.    There  were  also 
3$     fewer  brood  sows  than  there  were  a  yea/r  ago.      The  number  of  hogs  in 
Irish  Free  State,  which  exports  live  hogs  and  bacon  to,  Great  Britain  in 
relatively  large  quantities,  was  1,010,000  on  June  1,;  1936,  9  percent  below 
the  number  on  the  same  date  of  1935. 

The  June  13,  1936  hog  estimate  for  Denmark  was.  3., 374, 000.  .While  there 
is  no  strictly  comparable  estimate  for  last  year,  the.  number  .reported  on  May 
25,  1935  was  only  3,056,000  and  the  number  on  July  15,  1935  was  3,034,000. 
Bred  sows  were  reported  at  31^,000  on  June  13  this  year,  which  was  at  least 
15  percent  more  than  in  1935  when  the  number  on  May  25  was  only  255,000.  The 
number  on  July  15  of  the  same  year  was  271,000.    A  further  expansion  in  hog 
numbers  this  year  is  expected  in  the  Netherlands  where  the  early  spring 
estimate  showed  an  increase  of  8  percent  above  February  1935  in  total  numbers, 
and  9  percent  in  bred  sows.     (See  table  of  hog  numbers  in  specified  countries 
in  mid-summev  1936  and  detailed  table  for  Germany,  Denmark,  and  Great  Britain, 
and  Irish  Free  State.) 

1/  Gemany,  Denmark,  Englrnd  and  Wales,  Scotland,  Irish  Free  State,"  and  Hungary. 
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Hogs:    Numbers  in  specified  surplus  and  deficit  countries  in 
mid-sumrner  1936,  with  comparisons 


Country 


SURPLUS  COUNTRIES 
Non-European: 
United  States  l/  . . 

Canada  

European: 
Irish  Free  State  . . 
Denmark,  in  rural 

communities 
Netherlands 
Poland  . . 
Hungary  . 
Latvia  . . 
Estonia  . 
Lithuania 
Total  3  surplus 
European  countries 
reporting  to  1336 
HEEICIT  COUNTRIES 
England  end  Wales  .... 

Scotland  . ,  

Northern  'Ireland 
Total  United  Kingdom 

Germany  

Czechoslovakia  '. 

Norway   

Total  3  deficit 
European  countries 
reporting  to  1936  . . 
Total  6  surplus  and 
deficit  countries 
reporting  to  1936  . . 
Total  15  surplus  and 
deficit  countries 
reporting  to  1935, 
excl.United  States  . 
Soviet  Russia  ........ 


Date 

4 

:  .  of 

i  1931  : 

1932  : 

1933  : 

1934  : 

1935  : 

1936 

estimate 

i 
• 

:  Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

: sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

June  1 

39,698 

32,380 

41 , 884 

:  4,717 

3,639 

3,801 

3,654 

3,549 

1! 

:  1,227 

1,108 

931 

968 

1,088 

1,010 

June  1-20 

:  5,453 

4,886 

4,407 

3,027 

2/3,056 

3,374 

May-June 

:  2,434 

2,244 

(2,100)3/2,022 

4/l ,629 

June 

:  7,321 

5,844 

5,753 

7,053 

6,703 

.  Julv 

—  d 

:  2,715 

2.361 

1,899 

2,502 

3,176 

2,544 

June 

:  712 

'  582 

586 

686 

802 

.  Summer 

!  323 

303 

277 

282 

289 

June  30 

!  '1,569 

1,390 

1,306 

1,288 

1,258 

:  9,395 

8,355 

7,237 

6,497 

7,320 

6,928 

June  1 

:  2,783 

3,185 

3,069 

3,320 

3,811 

3,801 

ii 

:  162 

165 

167 

206 

255 

236 

236  ' 

220 

271 

380 

458 

:  3,181 

3,570 

3,507 

3,906 

4,526 

it 

:  22,529 

21,289 

21,174 

22,368 

20,042 

22,291 

July  1 

: 5/3, 088 

3,082 

3,314 

3,888 

3,016 

June 

:  317 

304 

319 

550 

410 

25,474    24,639    24,410    25,894    24,108  26,328 


34,869    32,994    31,647    32,391    31,428  33,256 


55,586    50,602    49,374    52,194  49,542 


14,400    11,600    12,068    17,450  22,550 


Complied  from  reports  of  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  official; 
abroad,  official  sources  and  the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture, 
in  parentheses  interpolated. 

l/  Spring  pig  crop,  i.e.,  number  of  pigs  saved  December  1-June  1.  Figures 

1931-33  being  revised. 
2/  May  25. 

3/  By  August  1934  the  number  had  fallen  to  1,875,000. 
4/  August. 

5/  Census,  May  1930. 


Figures  d 
for 
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-'       United  States, 

According  to  the  1936  Summer  Hog  Outlook  report  recently  released 
by  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  hog  slaughter  during  the  last 
2  months  of  the  present  marketing  year  ending  September  30  will  be  some- 
what larger  than  was  indicated  by  the  number  of  hogs  on  farms  over  6 
months  of  age  on  June  1  as  shown  by  the  June  Pig  Crop  report.    Because  of 
the  large  increase  in  the  1936  spring  pig  crop;  the  number  of  hogs  that 
will  be  slaughtered  during  the  first  6  months  (October-March)  of  the  1936-37 
marketing  year,  is  expected  to  be  larger  than  the  slaughter  for  the  same 
period  in  either'  of  the  2  previous  years.    The  number  of  hogs  to  be 
slaughtered  in  the  entire  year  1936-37  probably  will  be  from  1C  to  20  per- 
cent larger  than  in  1935-36  and  1934-35*  when  the  totals  were  the  smallest 
in  many  years.    With  short  corn  supplies  and  high  corn  prices  in  prospect 
as  a  result  of  the  1936  drought,  average  weights  of  hogs  marketed  in 
1936-37  will  be  lighter  than  in  1935-36  and  may  be  about  the  same  as  in 
1934-35,  following  the  drought  of  1934. 

As  a  result  of  the  severe  drought  conditions  prevailing  over  most 
of  the  Com  Belt  in  July,  the  indicated  production  of  corn  in  that  area 
on  August  1  was  smaller  than  in  1934.    In  view  of  these  unfavorable  feed 
prospects,  it  is  probable  that  producers  have  reduced  materially  the  number 
of  sows  to  be  farrowed  in  the  fall  of  1936  from  the  number  indicated  by 
the  June  Pig  Crop  report,  which  was  based  upon  breeding  intentions  reported 
about  June  1.    The  number  of  sows  to  be  farrowed  in  the  coming  fall  was 
estimated  in  June  to  be  14  percent  larger  than  the  number  of  farrowed  hogs 
in  1935.    Because  of  the  development  of  the  severe  drought,  the  number  of 
sows  farrowed  in  the  fall  of  1936  will  probably  be  no  larger  and  may  be  even 
smaller  than  a  year  earlier.    It  is  also  probable  that  the  1937  spring  pig 
crop  will  be  smaller  than  that  of  1936. 

Hog  prices  in  1936-37  probably  will  average  about  as  high  as  in  the 
present  year,  since  the  probable  increase  in  the  aggregate  live  weight  of 
hogs  slaughtered  will  be  offset  by  the  further  improvement  in  consumer 
demand  now  in  prospect.    Prices  in  the  early  months  (October-December)  of 
the  1936-37  year,  however,  are  likely  to  decline  because  of  the  anticipated 
increase  in  hog  slaughter.    The  effect  of  the  increased  slaughter  supplies 
in  this  period  upon  hog  prices  will  be  offset  to  some  extent  by  the  further 
improvement  in  consumer  demand  in  prospect  for  hog  products  and  a  strong 
prospective  storage  demand  for  these  products.    However,  as  slaughter 
supplies  of  hogs  are  reduced  in  the  late  winter  and  early  spring,  an  advance 
in  hog  prices  at  that  time  is  probable. 

After  an  advance  in  late  June,  hog  prices  weakened  somewhat  daring 
the  first  half  of  July,  but  again  advanced  toward  the  end  of  the  month. 
■In  late  July  and  early  August  the  top  price  of  hogs  at  Chicago  reached  the 
highest  level  since  late  September  1935.    The  July  average  price  at  Chicago- 
was  $9.76  per  100  pounds  compared  with  $9.88  in  June  and  $9.49  in  July  last 
year.    The  advance  in  hog  prices  in  late  July  and  early  August  was  confined 
almost  entirely  to  hogs  that  were  well  finished.    Prices  in  hogs  lacking 
in  finish  tended  to  weaken  in  this  period. 
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Hog  slaughter  under  Federal  inspection  in  July,  totaling  2,692,000 
head,  was  only  2  percent  smaller  than  in  June,  and  was  57  percent  larger 
than  in  July  last  year,  when  the  total-was-  the  smallest  in  over  30  years, 
Although  inspected  slaughter  for  the  first  9  months  of  the  1935-36  market- 
ing year  was  slightly  "below  the  total  for  the  same  period  in  1934-35, 
slaughter  for  the  first  3  months  of  the  summer  .marketing  season  (May  to 
September)  amounted  to  8,010,000  head  compared  with  5,712,000  head  during 
the.  same  ..period,  last  year,  when,  summer  slaughter  supplies  of  hogs  were  the 
lowest  in  about  25  years,   .Slaughter  supplies. of  hogs . in  July  included  a 
relatively  large  proportion  of  packing  sows  and  hogs  lacking  in  finish. 
This  is  partly  a  reflection  of  the  reduced  feed  supplies ; and  advancing 
feed  prices- resulting'  from,  the  severe  drought  in  the  principal  hog  producing 
areas.    It  is  probable  that  further  liquidation  of  such  hogs  will  occur  in 
the  next  few  months.    With,  corn  prices  high  relative  to  hog  prices  in 
prospect  this  fall,  it  is  likely  that  1936  spring  pigs  "will  be  marketed 
early  and  that  the  proportion  of  the 'total  hog  slaughter  for,  1936^37 

occurring  in  October,  November,  and  December. will  be  relatively  large, 

*■  •  i 

The  average  vveight  of  hogs  at  the  seven  leading  markets  in  July  was 
258  pounds  compared  with  253  pounds  in  June  and  254  pounds  in  July  1935, 
The  increase  in  average  weights ^in  the  last '2  months  was  largely  the  result 
of  the  increase  in  the  proportion  of  packing  sows,  in  the  supplies,  rather 
than  the  feeding  of  hogs  to  heavier  weights.    Although  the  average,  weight 
of  hogs  in  July  was  heavier  than  in  the  preceding  month,  weights  declined 
somewhat  after  early  July  as  a  result  of  increased  numbers  of  unfinished 
hogs  marketed,  -  *  .' 

Corn  prices  rose  sharply  during  the  month  of  July  as  severe  drought 
conditions  continued.    The  average  prices  of  No.  3  Yellow' corn  at  Chicago 
rose  from  a  level  slightly  above  60  cents  a  bushel  in  early  July  to  about 
$1.00  at  the  end  of  the  month j  and  in  the  first  week  of  August  reached  an 
average  of  $1.11.     Since  the  average  prices  of  hogs  did.  not  change  greatly 
during  this  period,  the  hog-corn  price  ratio  dropped  rapidly.    Based  upon 
Chicago  prices  for  hogs  and  corn,  the  hog-corn  price  ratio  for  the  week 
ended  August -8  was  8.9  compared  with  16.0  in  early  June,. before  drought 
conditions  became  severe,  and  12.9  a  year  earlier.    The  hog-corn  price 
ratio  during  the  remainder  of  the  present  hog  marketing  year  and  in  the 
first  3  months  of  the  1936-37  year  will  probably  continue  much  lower  than 
in  the  first  half  of  the  current  marketing  year. 

Wholesale  prices  of  fresh  pork  declined  during  the  first  half  of 
July,  probably  as  a  result  of  very  high  temperatures  prevailing  over  most 
of  the  country.    This  decline  was  recovered,  however,  in  late  July  as 
cooler  weather  served  to  stimulate  the  demand  for  meats.    Prices  of  most 
cured  products  weakened  slightly  during  the'  greater  part  of  July,  but 
advanced  near  the  end  of  the  month.    The  composite  wholesale  price  of  hog 
products  in  New  York  .in  July  was  $21.35  per  1.00'  pounds  compared  with  $20.99 
in. June  and  $22,69  in  the  corresponding  month  last  year. 

Exports  of  bo.th  pork  and  lard  in  June  showed  a  slight  increase  over 
those  in  May.    Lard  exports  exceeded  those,  of.  a  year  earlier  for  the  fourth 
consecutive  month,  while  the  quantity  of  pork  exported  was  only  slightly 
below  that  of  June  1935.    Exports  of  both  pork  and  lard,  however,  in  June 
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this  year  were  considerably  "below  the  June  average  for  the  years  1930-34, 
For  the  first  9  months  of  the  present  hog  marketing  year,  total  exports 
of  pork,  amounting  to  slightly  less  than  50,000,000  pounds,  were  about 
41  percent  smaller  than  the  shipments  for  the  same  period  of  1934-35,  and 
were  much  below  those  of  earlier  years,  'Exports  of  lard  have  increased 
somewhat  -  during  1936,  but  for  the  first  9  months  of  the  1935-36  hog  market- 
ing year  they  were  about  40  percent  less  than  in  1934-35.    Shipments  of 
pork  and  lard  from  principal  United  States  ports  in  July  exceeded  those  of 
a  year  earlier, 

With- larger  slaughter  supplies  of  hogs  in  prospect  in  this  country 
in  the  first  half  of  the  1936-37  marketing  year,  it  is  probable  that 
exports  of  hog  products  will  increase  somewhat  in  this  period.    In  the 
last  half  of  1936-37,  however,  the  probable  smaller  domestic  hog  slaughter 
is  likely  to  be  accompanied  by  a  level  of  exports  no  greater  than  in  the 
last  half  of  the  present  marketing  year* 

Canada 

The  price  of  bacon  hogs  in  Canada  continued  to  advance  in  July, 
and  for  the  4-week  period  ended  July  30  the  average  at  Toronto  was  $9.05 
per  100  pounds  compared  with  $8.95  for  the  4-week  period  of  June  and 
$9.51  in  the  4-week  period  of  July  a  year"  ago. 

The  price  of  hogs  has  held  up  well  despite  an  increase  of  8  percent 
in  marketings  in  the  first  7  months  of  the  year.    The  price  of  bacon  hogs 
at  Toronto  during  the  first  7  months  averaged  $8.56  per  100  pounds 
compared  with  $8.98  a  year  ago.    The  increased  supplies  originated 
principally  in  Ontario,  Quebec,  and  Saskatchewan.    Marketings  of  live  end 
dead  hogs  in  the  principal  provinces  so  far  this  year  have  been  as  follows, 
with  percentage  of  the  same  period  last  year  in  parentheses:  Ontario, 
686,000  (127)1;  Quebec,  229,000  (140);  Alberta,  516,000  (96);  Manitoba, 
280,000  (84);  Saskatchewan,  202,000  (109). 

It  appears  from  available  statistics  that  domestic  consumption  of 
commercially  produced  pork  and  pork  products  in  Canada  has  increased 
during  the  first  6  months  of  1936  as  compared  with  a  year  ago.  Exports 
have  increased  about  19  percent,  live  hogs  being  converted  to  an  equivalent 
dressed  meat  basis. 

There  has  been  a  fairly  large  increase  in  exports  of  live  hogs  and 
bacon  and  pork  to  the  United  States  so  far  this  year.    In  June,  almost 
3,000  live  hogs  were  shipped  to  the  United  States  and  over  1,000,000 
pounds  of  pork,  bacon,  and  hams.    Exports  of  live  hogs  to  the  United  States 
for  the  first  6  months  of  this  year;  reported  at  29,283  head,  are  almost 
ten  times  as  large "as  for  the  same  period  last  year,  and  exports  of  pork, 
bacon,  and  ham,  reported  at  5,974,000  pounds,  are  more  than  twice  as  large. 
The  live'  hog  exports  to  this  country  in  the  first  half  of  1936  are  larger 
than  for  any  whole  year  since  1927,  when  195,000  head  came  to  this  country 
from  Canada.    Pork,  bacon,  and  ham  exports  to  the  United  States  so  far 
exceed  shipments  for  any  year  since  1929,  but  are  very  small  when  total 
United  States  production  and  consumption  of  pork  are  considered.  Exports 
of  those  items  from  the  United  States  to  Canada  have  also  increased. 
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Bacon  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  from  Canada  for  the  first  6 
months  of  this  year  amounted  to  72,000,000  pounds  and  were  2  percent 
smaller  than  in  the  same  period  of  1935,  but  a  little  larger  than  in  the 
first  6  months  of  1934.     Shipments  during  the  past  3  months  have  exceeded 
those  of  last  year,  whereas  those  for  the  first  3  months  showed  a  decrease. 
Although  bacon  exports  have  been  smaller  during  the  first  6  months  of  1936 
than  a  year  ago,  shipments  of  all  pork  products,  amounting  to  87,000,000 
pounds,  have  exceeded  the  same  period  last  year  by  9  percent.    This  increase 
is  due  to  materially  larger  exports  of  lard,  which  have  reached  14,515,000 
pounds  so  far  this  year  compared  with  only  6,168,000  pounds  in  1935  for 
the  corresponding  period. 

United  Kingdom  and  Irish  Free  State 

British  plans  for  encouraging  the  domestic  production  of  hogs  and 
pork  include  import  duties  on  non- Empire  pork  products,  according  to  Agricul- 
tural Attache  C.  C.  Taylor  at  London.    It  is  anticipated  also  that  the 
imposition  of  duties  will  be  accompanied  by  some  relaxation  of  the  present 
po-rk  import  quotas,  and  by  a  higher  scale  of  fixed  prices  to  be  paid  for 
British  hogs.    It  appears  unlikely,  however,  that  any  of  the  indicated 
changes  will  become  effective  before  January  1,  1937.    Since  the  period 
1929-31,  non-Empire  countries  have  lost  about  40  percent  of  their  cur'ed- 
pork  market,  in  Great  Britain,  partly  through  replacement  by  British  and 
Empire  supplies,  and  partly  through  the  reduction  in  total  allowed  imports. 
Further  displacement  may  be  more  gradual,  but  there  is  no  immediate  prospect 
of  a  reversal  of  this  trend. 

The  total  cured-pork  quota  for  the  period  September-December  1936 
has  recently  been  announced  by  the  British  Government  at  1,590,683  hundred- 
weight (178*156,000  pounds).    This  -figure  compares  with  1,813,458  hundred- 
weight (203,107,000  pounds),  the  quota  for  the  current  4-mo.nth  period,  and 
represents  a  reduction  of  12  percent.     The  average  monthly  rate  of  44,539,000 
pounds  for  the  last  4  months  of  this  year  compares  with  53,540,000  pounds, 
the  allowed  total  in  September  1935,  and  46?9355000  pounds,  the  average 
monthly  rate  for  the  October-December  1935  period.    The  quota  reduction  for 
the  last  3  months  of  1936  when  compared  with  the  rate  for  comparable  months 
of  1935  amounts  to  only  5  percent.    The  quota  reduction  for  the  last  period 
of  1935  also  amounted  to  12  percent  when  compared  with  the  rate  prevailing 
in  the  immediately  preceding  months.    See  table  page  10. 

•The. United  States  share  in  the  September-December  total  British  quota 
is  again  8  percent;,  with  an  additional  0.1  percent  allowed  as  an  adjustment 
in  connection  with  imports  previously  made  through  Canaia,  or  approximately 
14,431,000  pounds  for  the  4  months.    The  monthly  rate  is,  therefore,  around 
3,608,000  pounds „    Monthly  shipments  from ( the  United  States  through  June 
have  averaged  3,053,000  pounds  against  an  average  allotment  for  the  same 
months  of  3, 922,000  pounds ,  leaving  a  total  deficit  for  the  6  months  of 
5,182,000  pounds.    Of  this  amount,  2,800,000  were  relinquished  by  American 
shippers  during  the  early  months  of  the  year,  leaving  a  redeemable  deficit 
for  the- first  half  of  the  year  of  2,382,000  pounds.     Since  any  deficit 
occurring  in  the  first  quota  period  of  the  year  is  to  be  made  up  during  the 
second  (May-August),  shipments  for  July  and  August  should  average  5,337,000 
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pounds.    This  amount  is  only  slightly  higher  than  the  June  shipments  of 
5,031,000  pounds.    If  .British  prices. for  American  short  cut  green  hams 
remain  attractice,  it  would  seem  that  the  United  States  may  wipe  out  the 
deficit  balance  which  has"  been  accumulating  since  early  in  1935.    See  table 
page  10. 

Liverpool  quotations  on  American  short  cut  green  hams  remained 
steady  during  July  at  very  close  to  $23.00  per  100  pounds.    The  average  for 
the  month  was  the  highest  since  last  September  and  the  highest  July  average 
since  i930.         ■  '- 

i  Total  imports  of  ham  into  the  United  Kingdom  amounted  to  a  little 
over  53,000,000  pounds  for  the  current  season,  October  1,  1935  to  June  30, 
1936,  a  reduction  of  5  percent  from  those  of  the . comparable  1934-35  period 
and  of  36  percent  when  compared  with  those  of  the  1929-30  period.  Imports 
from  the  United  States,  at  about  27,000,000  pounds,  represented  51  percent 
of  the  total,  and  those  from  Canada,  at  20,000,000  pounds,  38  percent.  The 
remaining  11  percent  of  total  imports  was  furnished  almost  entirely  by  the 
IrishkFree  State,  Poland,  and  Argentina. 

Liverpool  bacon  quotations  during  July  were  well  maintained  at  the 
high  levels  of  the  past  few  months,  Danish  Wiltshire  sides  reaching  $20.65 
per    100  pounds,  the  highest  monthly  average  in  over  a  year,  and  Canadian 
green  sides  $18.23,  the  highest  since  last  October.    American  green  bellies 
were  'quoted  on  the  Liverpool  market  during  July  for  the  first  time  since 
March,  averaging  $16.71  per  100  pounds,  the  highest  average  in  over  2  years. 

Total  bacon  imports  into  .the  United  Kingdom  during  the  9  months  of 
the  period,  October  1,  1935  to  June  30,  1936,  amounted  to  545,000,000 
pounds  as  against  590*000,000  last  season  and  972,000;000  in  the  peak  year 
1931-32.    Of  the  total  imported,  Denmark  supplied  about  54  percent,  Canada 
14  percent,  the  Irish' Free  State  over  7  percent,  and  the  Netherlands 
approximately  the  same.    About  18  percent  of  total  imports  during  this 
period  came  from  minor  suppliers,  with  the  United  States  sending  less  than 
0.5  percent. 

Liverpool  lard  quotations  continue  well  below  those  of  last  year, 
averaging  for  July  $12.37  per  100  pounds  against  $14.46  in  July  1935. 
Imports  of  lard  into .the  United  Kingdom,  which  amounted  to  about  125,000,000 
pounds  for  the  first -'9  months  of  the  1935-36  season,  were  23  percent  smaller 
than  those  of  the  corresponding  period  last  year,  and  52  percent  smaller 
than  the  record  imports  of  2  seasons  ago.    The  United  States  share  of 
imports  so  far  this  season  has:  been  less  than  37  percent,  whereas  during 
the  same  months  of  last  season  it  was  67  percent  and  of  1933-34,  93  percent. 
Canada,  since  -the  first  of  1936,  has  supplied' more  than  any  other  one 
country,  with  Brazil,  Hungary,;  and'  the  Balkan  countries  each  sending  a 
considerable  amount.:    A  number  of  other  countries  also  have  participated 
in  the  trade  to  an  unusual  degree.- 

Pat  consumption  in  the  United  Kingdom  was  maintained  during  1935    ■ « 
despite  a  50-percent  decrease  in  lard  imports  and  a  slight  decrease  in  the 
imports  of  butter  and  edible  oleo  fats.    These  deficiencies  were  made  up 
by  increased  imports  of  vegetable  oils,  oil  seeds,  and  whale  oil.  After 
allowing  for  exports  and  re-exports  of  oil,  the  net  importation  of  oil  seeds-, 
oils,  end  fats  was  1,278,000  long  tons  in  1935,  which  was  2  percent  less 
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than  in  1934  but  3.  percent  more  than  2  years  ago.    Even  this  .small  decrease 
of  2  percent  (26,000  tons)  does  not  indicate  any  real  decrease  in  con- 
sumption "because  during  the  year  butter  stocks  were  reduced  5,000  tons, 
the  decrease  in  net  soap  exports  represented  a  further  saving  of  over 
4,000  tons  of  oil.    Stocks  of  whale  oil  and  possibly  oil  seeds  were  reduced 
during  the  year,  and  the  domestic  output  of  lard  and  animal  fat,  dripping, 
etc.,  was  increased  5,000  to  10,000  tons. 

It  appears  reasonably  certain  that  there  was  no  appreciable  quantita- 
tive change  in  (the  total  oil  and  fat  consumption  in  the  United  Kingdom 
between  the  years  1933- and  1935,  although  the  proportionate  composition 
of  the  .total  was  materially  altered..: :  Margarine  consumption  in  1935  was 
nearly  12,000  tons  more  than  in  1934..  and  the  consumption  of  lard  compounds 
and  shortenings  was  probably  25,000  to  35,000  tons  higher.  , 

Supplies  of  British  and  Irish  fresh  pork,  as  reflected  in  the  London 
Central  Markets,  have  been  larger  during  the  first  9  months  of  the  current 
season. than  in  any  comparable  period  since  October-June  1931-32.  Receipts 
of  over  62,000,000  pounds  at  these  markets  represented  an  increase  of  9 
percent  over, -those  of  October-June  1934-35o 


United  Kingdom:    Total  cured. pork  allocations, , September  1-December 
31,  1936,  and  to  the  United  States,  January  1-December  31,  1936 


Country 


Total  allocation, Sept. 1-Dec. 31 


Percentage 
share  of 
total 


Allocations 


Allocations  to  United  States 
Jan.  1-Dec.  31,  1936  


Month 


Allocation 


Imports 


Denmark   

Netherlands  ... 
Poland: ....... 

Sweden  ....... 

Lithuania.  «<>'.. 

Estonia   

Finland  . . 

Latvia  

USSR  

Argentina  a . . . 
United  States. 


Total 


:  Hundred- 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  Percent 

:  weight 

:  pounds 

:  1936 

:  -pounds 

;  pounds 

:  63.50 

:  1,010,083 

:  113,129 

'    J  an  . 

:  3,877 

:  2,324 

:  9.50 

:  151,115 

:  16,925 

:  Feb. 

!  3f642 

:  2,148 

:  7.95 

:  126,459: 

!  14,163 

:  Mar. 

!        3 , 990 

:  2,597 

:  4.70 

:  74,762 

8,373 

.  Apr. 

:  '      3 „ 862 

:  2,354 

:         2.95  , 

:  46,925: 

5,256 

:  May 

:  4,146 

:  3,395 

:          .75  : 

:  11,930: 

1,336. 

,  June 

:.  -4,014 

:  5,031 

:           .40  : 

:  6,363: 

713 

.  July 

:  4,146 

:           .70  ; 

11,135: 

1,247. 

Aug.  . 

!       4,146  : 

:           .85  : 

13,521: 

1,514: 

Sept. 

3,608  : 

:           .70  : 

11,135: 

1,247: 

Oct.  : 

:       3,608  : 

:3/      8.00  : 

3/  127,255: 

3/  14,253: 

.  (Nov,  . 

:       3,607)  : 

(Dec.  : 

3,608)  : 

100.00  ' 

1,590,683' 

178,156' 

46.254 

division  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Service.  :; 

1/  Final  figures  with  all  adjustments  made. 

2/  Not  adjusted  for  re-exports.  '  - 

3/  Plus  0.1  percent  of  total  to  allow  for  adjustments  in  connection  with 
imports  through  Canada. 


HP- 81  -  11. 


United  Kingdom:     Total  "bacon  imports,  "by  months,  1928-29  to  1935-36 


Month 

:  1928-29  : 

1929-30  : 

1930-31  : 

1931-32  : 

1932-33  : 

1933-34  : 

1934-35: 

1935-36 

:  1,000 

1 , 000 

1,000 

1 , 000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

:  rounds 

nounds 

■pounds 

■oounds 

pounds 

nounds 

rounds 

■sounds 

Oct. 

:  82,378 

72,402 

95,809 

109,051 

114,310 

83,272 

65,537 

58,170 

Nov. 

:  79,297 

74,868 

86,316 

105,372 

114,458 

81,117 

56, 325 

61,147 

Dec. 

:  76,771 

85,603 

112,267 

109,857 

92,817 

66,612 

68,370 

64,374 

Jan. 

:  88,092 

74,801 

95,273 

101,159 

96,602 

72,309 

70,773 

59,628 

Feb. 

:  68,612 

73,721 

99 , 645 

112,538 

78,231 

68,345 

60,415 

56,962 

Mar. 

68,923 

84,631 

93,406 

125,818 

95,152 

72,271 

62,878 

62,750 

Apr. 

.  73,126 

75,096 

99,464 

108,150 

85,173 

75,675 

66 , 551 

61,392 

May  J 

87,845 

84,615 

108,136 

89,052 

92,804 

79,089 

67,156 

60,040 

June 

71,894 

83,277 

109,080 

111,194 

91,029 

70,351 

62,070 

60,555 

July  . 

80,360 

85,457 

105,607 

102,004 

87,203 

76,298 

68,519 

Aug. 

82,290 

84,758 

106,567 

104,395 

83 , 361 

70,528 

69,308 

Se-ot.  . 

73,505 

88,206 

105,978 

101,571 

85,069 

64,943 

64,237 

Total  : 

933,093 

967,435 

1,217.548 

1,280,161 

1,114,209 

880,810  792,239 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Division.     Compiled  from  Trade  and  Navigation  of 
the  United  Kingclomt 


'nited  Kingdom:    Total  ham  imports,  "by  months,  1928-29  to  1935-36 


Month 

:  1928-29 

1929-30  : 

1930-31  : 

1931-32 

1932-33  : 

1933-34 

1934-35 

1935-36 

:  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1 , 000 

1,000 

1,000 

1 , 000 

1,000 

:  "oounds 

-oounds 

■oounds 

■oounds 

■oounds 

pounds 

rounds 

-oounds 

Oct. 

:  6,484 

8,105 

5,792 

7,217 

7,497 

6,992 

5,419 

4,797 

Nov. 

6,782 

8,125 

5,755 

7,550 

7,998 

7,932 

5,887 

5,074 

Dec. 

:  7,339 

9,347 

10,111 

8,596 

6,578 

6,155 

o  ■  S  o  1 

7,395 

Jan. 

:  8,788 

7,920 

7,101 

4,602 

7,100 

4,743 

5,012 

4,839 

Feh.  : 

8,232 

7,989 

6,507 

5,146 

5,556 

4,233 

5,223 

5,011 

Mar. 

6,828 

8,601 

5,337 

5,530 

5,981 

7,288 

5  ,  623 

5,456 

Apr.  : 

8,981 

7,597 

5,754 

7,874 

7,542 

7,119 

4,833 

May  : 

14,136 

12,298 

9,204 

9,654 

10,737 

7,234 

7,378 

7,202 

June  > 

10,499 

10,983 

9,773 

8,466 

9,207 

7,021 

8,408 

8,745 

July  : 

12,042 

14,391 

11,165 

11,661 

13,568 

11,984 

8,586 

Aug.  : 

12,073 

12,024 

7,429 

9,091 

8,489 

9,357 

6,072 

Sept.  : 

8,073 

7,236 

5.613 

5,978 

9,257 

4,962 

5,219 

Total  : 

n   • 

110,257 

116,553 

91,384 

91.265 

99,852 

85,443 

75,897 

reign  Agricultural  Service  Division.  Compiled  from  Trade  and  Navigation 
of  the  United  Kingdom. 
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United  Kingdom:     Arrivals  of  Wiltshire  sides  in  Great  Britain  from 
continental  countries,  "by  weeks,  1935-36  and  comparable  periods 

1934-35  and  1935-35  l/ 


Week  ] 

Danish  : 

At  London 

Canadian 

au  ail  . 

Lithu-  : 

at  all 

ended 

~>orts  : 

Danish 

Swedish. 

Dutch  . 

Polish  . 

anian  : 

"oort  s 

Season 

Bales 

Bal 

es 

Bales 

3a. 1 

.es 

Bal 

es 

Bales 

Bales 

19o5-36 

Oct . -Dec . 

424, 372 

219, 

132 

IS, 

586 

28, 

323 

35, 

523 

23,092 

55,931 

J  an.  6  . . 

29,554 

14, 

916 

1, 

386 

1, 

599 

2, 

216 



6 , 024 

10  . . 

30,174 

15, 

550 

1, 

153 

.1, 

745 

2, 

866 

2,565 

5,  938 

17   .  . 

31 , 790 

15, 

929 

1, 

429 

1, 

929 

2, 

210 

2,075 

7,234 

24  .  . 

31,944 

16, 

022 

1, 

233 

1, 

754 

2 , 

582 

2 , 450 

6,730 

31  .  . 

31, 187 

15, 

359 

1, 

397 

■  .  1, 

814 

3, 

042 

2,595 

6,408 

reb.  ? 

:  31,057 

15, 

170 

1, 

027 

2, 

043 

2, 

395 

3,217 

6,101 

14  .  . 

:  32,932 

15, 

734 

1. 

221 

1 

850 

2, 

427 

1,  950 

6,942 

21   .  . 

:        33 , 760 

15, 

501 

1 

415 

2 

129 

2 

845 

1,  703 

6,830 

28   .  . 

30,150 

15, 

314 

1 

661 

2 

298 

2, 

289 

1,916 

6,011 

Har.  5  . . 

:  32,044 

15, 

755 

1 

167 

2 

301 

2 , 

927 

1,813 

6, 158 

lo  .  . 

:  31,759 

16, 

682 

1 

523 

2 

574 

2, 

485 

1,  793 

6,068 

PO 

<-<l,060 

16, 

303 

1 

,084 

2 

743 

2, 

532 

1 , 705 

o,  011 

P7 

/Of      .  . 

16, 

162 

1 

335 

2 

525 

2, 

652 

1 , 561 

5,925 

Aor.  o  . . 

\  oo,4rb 

16, 

Q  A  ^ 

1 

122 

2 

693 

039 

1 , 555 

5, 944 

1U  . . 

:  c2,o92 

17", 

022 

1 

,575 

1 

668 

260 

1,  551 

5,  ?43 

I/  . . 

<         <il ,  524 

16, 

501 

1 

,275 

2 

,549 

2, 

960 

1,  725 

6, 078 

I  50,285 

15, 

383  " 

1 

,283 

2 

,  450 . 

2, 

795  . 

1 , 758 

6,799 

way    i  . . 

:  51,135 

15, 

894: 

1 

,348 

2 

726  ; 

2, 

569 

1 , 797 

6, 755 

o 

o    .  . 

:  ol,507 

15, 

615: 

1 

,287 

p 

315; 

2, 

352 

1 , 776 

5,  657 

lo  . . 

:  31,984 

16, 

314 

1 

,277 

2 

153 

2, 

072 

1 ,320 

5,122 

:        31 , 750 

15, 

58? 

1 

371 

2 

464 

2, 

502 

1,  513 

6 , 210 

29  .  . 

:        31 , 537 

15, 

512 

1 

130 

2 

217 

2, 

030 

1,  540 

6,  464 

T  r- 

June  5  . . 

31,575 

17, 

209 

1 

215 

■2 

523 

2, 

437 

1,755 

6,860 

12  . . 

:  32,560 

17, 

229 

1 

172 

2 

453 

2, 

244 

1 , 749 

'5,134 

19  .  . 

:        31 , 635 

16, 

312 

1 

160 

2 

498 

409 

1,752 

6,329 

25  .. 

:  32,085 

16, 

575 

1 

347 

2 

437 

2, 

455 

1,770 

6,201 

July  6  . . 

:  31,720 

16, 

016 

1 

308 

2 

446 

2, 

308 

1,827 

5,462 

10  .. 

:  31,599 

16, 

891 

1 

352 

2 

,293 

2, 

536 

1,835' 

6,969 

17  .. 

:        31 , 549 

16, 

713 

1 

,358 

2 

465 

2, 

561 

1 , 679. 

'7,145 

24  .  . 

:        32 , 357 

17, 

344 

1 

,  343 

o 

o 

275 

o 

395 

1 , 728 

6,934 

Totals  to  date 

1935-36  . 

:  1,375,452 

704, 

793 

^5 

,751 

95 

662 

112, 

731 

77 , 362 

258,147 

1934-35  . 

:  1,484,102 

777, 

629 

51 

,514 

101 

229 

110, 

029 

50,180 

301 , 352 

Transmitted  "by  the  London,  England,  Office  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service. 
1_/  London  Provision  Exchange.     Sides  are  rjacked  4  to  6  to  the  "bale,  according 
to  weight  of  sides.     The  most  popular  bale  is  that  carrying  4  sides  with  the 
total  weight  ranging  220-260  pounds. 
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United  Kingdom:    Total  lard  imports,  ."by  .months,  192B-29  to  1935-36 


Month 

1928-29 [ 

1929-30; 

i93o-3i ; 

1931 

-32; 

1932 

-33; 

1932 

-34; 

1934-35." 

-L  U                  l_y  Vj 

X  |  WWW 

1,000 

1 , 000 

i  nOo 

i,c 

OO 

i,c 

00 

1,000 

1,000 

t\ ni in H  q 

"sound*3 

"DOT. 

mds 

"sounds 

"oounds 

"oounds 

U  \S  '— l—L  J.  \  O 

Oct . 

18,079 

21 , 844 

22 , 897 

17, 

1  o 

7CQ 

4iU  f 

26  932 

12,161 

ITov. 

21,551 

24,004 

27, 751 

19, 

234 

21 , 

0O0 

23, 

oOl 

22 , 532 

12 , 700 

Dec . 

17,480 

27,160 

27,270 

21, 

276 

1  7 

OOO 

PR 

C«JCJ 

17 , 355 

10,096 

Jan  • 

35,923 

27,559 

21,459 

23, 

138 

24, 

381 

34, 

945 

15 , 551 

15, 521 

Feb  i 

29, 752 

25, 187 

32,576 

37, 

323 

31, 

490 

26, 

975 

16,921 

15, 302 

lid-X  . 

PP  P^.A 

Pd  ri  n 

On  AOR 

31, 

248 

31, 

269 

23, 

568 

I  q  7?=; 

At>r . 

21,  612 

18,218 

25,276 

11, 

805 

22, 

788 

22, 

984 

14, 508 

17,753 

May- 

23,479 

20,772 

23,771 

20, 

555 

.  24, 

305 

34, 

335 

15,009 

12,261 

June 

20,498 

21,078 

27,586 

25, 

390 

25, 

026 

39, 

595 

13,528 

15,714 

July 

25,977 

31 , 801 

28,538 

22, 

221 

23, 

673 

22, 

564 

15,374 

Aug.- 

:  21,204 

20,433 

25,001 

16, 

477 

31, 

403 

24, 

151 

15,526 

Sept . 

16,399 

12,975 

17,022 

18, 

555 

29, 

484 

19, 

200 

9,053 

Total 

277,538 

275,347 

305,755 

270, 

112 

307 , 

531 

322, 

980 

204.284 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Division.     Compiled  from  Trade  and  Navigation  of 
the  United  Kingdom. 


United  Kingdom:    Bacon  imports  from  Denmark,  by  months,  1928-29  to  1935-36 


Month 

1928-29; 

1929-30.' 

1930-31.' 

1931-32; 

1932-33.' 

1933-34'. 

1934-35; 

1935-36 

:     1 , 000 

1,000 

1 , 000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1 , 000 

rounds 

-oounds 

■pounds 

nounds 

TDOUhdS 

■oounds 

pounds 

rounds 

Oct. 

50,703 

47 , 486 

70,906 

71,154 

75,730 

47 , 545 

37 , 837 

34,403 

Nov. 

48,053 

48,525 

61,433 

72.,  521 

70,445 

44,588 

35,158 

30,798 

Dec. 

45,580 

53 , 490 

81,294 

77,467 

oS ,  *j32 

37,159 

37,776 

34,912 

Jan. 

48,717 

48 , 405 

66,319 

73,317 

57 , 307 

40,106 

35,866 

31 , 951 

Feb. 

41,508 

44,439 

67,246 

75,213 

50,495 

34,684 

31,842 

30,139 

Mar. 

41,935 

51,870 

65,505 

88,045 

59,092 

40,128 

35,324 

Apr. 

44,031 

45 , 204 

o3 , 224 

76,032 

51,023 

41 , 534 

35,931 

32,746 

May  : 

46,758 

56,206 

67,190 

48,717 

59,195 

36,996 

31 , 727 

June 

•  41,885 

54, ^55 

66 , 1 51 

82 , 553 

55,517 

41,006 

34,020 

32,262 

July 

46 , 570 

55,213 

68,704 

72,174 

53 , 125 

45, 676 

38,482 

Aug.  : 

48,121 

55,066 

68,094 

70,019 

53,152 

43,503 

40 , 379 

Sept.  : 

43 , 350 

59,751 

o7 , 393 

57,587 

48,558 

37 , 384 

38,130 

Total: 

552,272 

621,112 

814,459 

374,900 

592,971 

496,908 

4-1-0 , 241 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Division.     Compiled  from  Trade  and  Navigation  of 
the  United  Kingdom. 
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Countries  Important  in  British  Market  Sun-plies 

Denmark. -  The  upward  tendency  in  Danish  hog  numbers  increased  the 
total  to  3,374,000  head  on  June  13,  1936,  the  largest  figure  for  any  census 
period  since  January  1934,  according  to  Agricultural  Commissioner  H.  33*  Reed 
at  Berlin.     The  increase  in  bred  sows,  under  way  since  late  1934,  resulted 
in  current  figures  for  that  class  being  larger  than  at  any  time  since  November 
1932,  when  the  first  British  restrictions  on  imports  became  effective.  The 
upturn  in  numbers  is  seen  as  a  test  of  the  Danish  production  control  plan, 
which  has  ■proved  satisfactory  in  periods  of  declining  and  of  fairly  stable 
numbers.     Any  increase  in  the  British  market  outlet  would  be  favorable  to 
Danish  producers,  since  that  market  is  the  dominant  factor  in  the  calculations 
upon  which  the  determination  of  "surplus"  or  low-price  hogs  is  based.  By 
June  20,  prices  being  paid  for  surplus  hogs  were  resulting  in  a  decidedly 
unfavorable  hog-feed  price  ratio  for  such  hogs.     The  production  of  high-price 
or  nonsurplus  hogs  was  still  profitable,  but  prices  of  these  have  shown  a 
downward  tendency  since  last  March. 

Danish  bacon  exports  for  the  first  9  months  of  the  1935-36  season 
were.  8.5  percent  smaller  than  in  1934-35,  in  line  with  the  British  restric- 
tions on  imports.     The  smaller  export  figure  coincided  during  the  first  half 
of  1935  with  increased  Danish  market  supplies  of  hogs.    Daring  the  same 
period,  the  exports  of  live  hogs  and  lard,  mostly  to  Germany,  were  not  large 
enough  to  offset  the  decline  in  bacon  exports.     The  present  situation  is 
difficult,  but  Danish  authorities  hesitate  to  reduce  hog  numbers  materially 
in  view  of  the  possible  enlargement  of  the  British  quotas.     Danish  production 
policy,  therefore,  cannot  take  definite  shape  until  British  plans  are  finally 
announced.    Meanwhile,  it  appears  that  Denmark  will  have  a  surplus  of  hogs. 

Other  supplying  countries.-  Hog  numbers  in  Sweden  have  been  declining 
since  1933.     Slaughter  in  the  first  5  months  of  1936  was  smaller  than  that  , 
of  a  year  earlier,  despite  some  increase  over  last  year  in  figures  for  March, 
April,  and  May.     The  increase  in  recent  months  has  forced  prices  down-  somewhat. 
Bacon  exports  have  shown  little  change  from  last  year's  figures,  but  bacon 
imports  arc  larger  this  year  than  last.     Lard  exports  have  been  larger  than 
last  year,  and  imports  have  been  smaller.     In  Norway  also  there  has  been  a 
decline  in  total  hog  numbers  this  year,  although  there  has  been  some  increase 
in  the  numbers  of  sows  and  young  pigs.     The  April  1936  census  for  that  country 
suggests  reduced  marketings  this  summer,  with  some  increase  developing  late" 
in  the  year.     Slaughter  this  year  has  been  smaller  than  in  1935.     Lard  imports 
are  running  smaller  for  1936  than  in  1935,  but  imports  of  fat  pork  have  _ 
increased  substantially.  : 

Slaughter  and  exports  in  Lithuania  were  larger  than  last  year  in  the" 
first  half  of  1936,   despite  the  moderate  decline  in  hog  numbers  noted  in 
the  past  few  years.     A  reexport  trade  via  British  ports  has  moved  additional 
volumes  of  bacon  this  year,  with  Great  Britain  and  Russia  also  taking  more 
lard  and  live  hogs,  respectively.     Lithuanian  hogs  are  marketed  under  a 
fixed-price  system.     Heretofore  the  fixed  prices  have  proved  so  high  as  to 
require  a  subsidy  payment  for  the  absorption  of  losses  on  much  of  the  pork 
'  exported.    Additional  business  on  that  basis  appears  to  be  expected,  since 
improvements  in  slaughtering  establishments  are  being  undertaken. 


HP- 31  -  15 


Denmark:    Official  1936  midsummer  estimate  of  hog  numbers  compared 

with  earlier  years 
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15, 
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28, 
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Feb. 

8, 
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816 
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3,263 

Mar. 

21, 

193S 

22 

289 

140 

429 

558 
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826. 

819 

3,354 

May 

2, 

1935 

:  23 

308 

132 

440 

562 

686 

352 

768 

3,331 

June 

13, 

1936 

:  24 

314 

141 

455 

559 

700 

826 

810 

3,374 

Compiled  from  Statistiske  Ef terretninger ,  published  by  the  Statistical  Depart- 
ment of  Denmark,  and  reports  from  Agricultural  Commissioner  K.  E.  Reed,  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture. 


Poland 

Hog  prices  in  Poland  have  advanced  materially  this  year,  and  the  rela- 
tively high  Prices  are  regarded  as  a  deterrent  to  the  generally  improved 
Polish  export  trade  in  hogs,  pork,  and  lard  developed  in  1935  and  1935.  The 
improvement  in  export  markets  prompted  the  Government  to  urge  an  increase 
in  breeding  operations  last  year.     If  available  production  and  marketing- 
data  are  correct,  however,  it  appears  that  considerable  liquidation  has  taken 
place  despite  the  official  admonitions. 
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There  arc  increasing  indications  of  potential  hog  shortages  relative 

to  the  continued  expansion  of  export  requirements  experienced  so  far  this 

year.     There  is  a  firm  demand  for  feeder  pigs',  and  the  hog-feed  price  ratio  in 

May  1936,  "based  largely  on  hog  trices  and  potato  trices,  was  the  most  favor- 
able since. 1930-    Feed  prices  have  been  favorable ' since  August  1935,  but 
expansion  in  production  has  .not  been  great  enough 

so  tar  to  influence  hog  prices  materially.     The  current  situation  is  causing 
some  apprehension  regarding  :the  ability  of  Poland  to  compete  with  other 
pork-exporting  countries  where  production  is  definitely  increasing.  The 
present  large  volume  of  trade  vrith  the  United  States  in  canned  hams  is 
regarded  in  Poland  as  only  temporary  

Continental  European  Importing  Countries 

Germany. -  Despite  some  increase  in  domestic  production,  the  problem 
of  adequate  fat  supplies  in  Germany  remains  to  be  solved,  Mr.  Reed  states. 
Recent  reports,  however,  suggest  that  current  German  trade  policies  contem- 
plate no  additions  to  supplies  of  fats  through  imports  from  the  United  States. 
June  imports  of  lard  from  all  sources  were  among  the  smallest  for  any  month 
on  record,  being  only  slightly  in  excess  of  1,100,000   xmnds.    Prior  to 
1933,  imports  in  June  averaged  about  16,000,000  -oounds.     Denmark  was  the 
leading  source  of  imports  in  June  this  year,  with  647,000  pounds.     The  small 
remainder  was  divided  among  6  other  European  countries. 

The  increase  in  German  ho;-  numbers  this  year  has  been  the  outstanding 
development  in  the  current  German  fat  situation.     The  June  1936  hog  census 
(excluding  the  Saar)  showed  total  hog  numbers  to  be  3.35  percent  larger  than 
the  average  June  numbers  in  the  preceding  5  years.     Other  percentage  increases 
over  the  average  figures  were:     slaughter  hogs  5.3,  young  hogs  4.0,  bred 
sows  4.0.     The  1936  increases  over  1935  figures  were  considerably  lar:er 
than  the  increases  over  the  5-year  average.     Difficulties  may  be  encountered, 
however,  in  carrying  the  hogs  on  the  relatively  small  supplies  of  feed  on 
hand  pending  the  availability  of  the  1936  crop. 

The  total  June  1  stocks  of  the  leading  feeds  (rye,  barley,  potatoes) 
in  first  and  second  hands  stood  at  a  figure  about  24  percent  below  that  of 
a  year  earlier.     While  farmers  are  using  many  other  types  of  feed,  it  is 
apparent  that  feeding  operations  have  been  relatively  expensive  in  recent 
months.     The  German  policy  at  present  is  to  confine  livestock  production 
largely  to  the  numbers  which  can  be  carried  on  domestic  feeds.     The  current 
expansion  in  hog  numbers  has  brought  forth  official  advice  to  producers  to 
feed  no  more  hogs  than  they  can  provide  for  from  their  own  feed  crops. 

The  increase  in  marketings  which  began  in  October  1935  continued 
through  the  first  half  of  1936.     For  most  of  the  time  since  early  April, 
marketings  have  been  larger  than  those  of  a  year  earlier.     Slaughter  in 
May  and  June  also  exceeded  last  year's  figures,  and  average  weights  have 
been  above  1935  figures,  principally  because  of  the  premiums  paid  for  heavy 
hogs.    -In  February  1936  about  45  percent  of  the  total  hog  slaughter  included 
arrivals  weighing  over  120  kilograms  (255  pounds).     In  June,   that  weight 
class  accounted  for  over  51  percent  of  the  total  slaughter  despite  the  rela- 
tively high  cost  of  feeds.     For  the  first  9  months  of  the  1935-35  season, 
however,  total  receipts  at  14  leading  markets  were  21.5  percent  below  the 
corresponding  19  34-35  figure,  with  slaughter  at  35  points  showing  a  decline 
of  23.1  percent. 
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Germany,  excluding  the  Saar:    Official  1936  June  estimate  of  hogs, 
by  classes,  compared  with  earlier  years 
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from  Commissioner  H.  E.  Reed,  and  original  official  sources  for  earlier  years. 
1/  Boars  under  6  months  to  1  year  in  June  were  as  follows  in  thousands:  1931. 


54;  1932,  46;  1933,  46;  1934,  44;  1935,  46 
over  in  June  were  as  follows  in  thousands: 
1934,  71;  1935,  66;  1936,  63. 


1936,  47.  Boars  of  1  year  and 
1931,   71;  1932,   73;  1933,  72; 


Imports  of  bacon  in  June,  at  1,500,000  pounds,  were  slightly  larger 
than  in  other  recent  months,  with  Netherlands  in  the  leading  position  as 
a  source.    Total  pork  supplies  in  June  were  not  so  large  as  those  of  a  year 
earlier,  but  the  quantity  available  moved  into  consumption  slowly,  and  a 
fair  proportion  of  current  slaughter  went  into  storage.    The  German  level 
of  all  meat  prices  is  relatively  high,  with  reduced  beef  supplies  seen 
as  an  important  contributing  factor,     unfavorably  warm  -eather  has  hindered 
the  substitution  of  pork  for  the  relatively  more  expensive  beef.  Increased 
imports  of  beef  have  not  been  sufficiently  large  to  offset  reduced  domestic 

SUDIjlioS  . 


C z e c hos lpj^ak ia.  and  Austria 

In  Czechoslovakia  and  Austria  there  is  a  pronounced  tendency  to  confine 
hog  production  to  the  carrying  capacity  of  domestic  feed  supplies.  This 
policy  indicates  the  definite  encouragement  of  exchanging  industrial  exports 
for  live  hogs  and  pork  products  produced  in  Hungary,  Yugoslavia,  Poland*, 
and  other  European  pork- exporting  regions. 

Czech  regulations  limiting  hog  production  and  feed  imports  reduced 
hog  numbers  by  23  percent  in  2  years,  the  January  1,  1936,  total  being 
2,735,000  head.    In  view  of  present  policies,  no  increase  is  exoected  in 
the  near  future.    A  more  liberal  attitude  toward  American  lard  has  been 
developed.    The  earlier  policy  of  making  imports  of  American  lard  contingent 
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on  imports  received  from  other  countries  has  been  abolished.     In  the  first 
4  months  of  1936,  1,184,000  pounds  of  American  lard  were  imported  against 
only  '77,000  pounds  in  the  corresponding  1935  period.    By  June  1936,  the 
price  of  American  lard  at  the  Czech  frontier  was  lower  than  the  price  of 
either  Hungarian  or  Yugoslav  lard,  "but  quotas  and  export  aids  offset  the 
price  advantage  considerably.    The  superior  keeping  quality  of  American 
lard,  however,  has  prompted  the  Czech  authorities  to  purchase  such  lard 
for  storage  in  preference  to  European  lard. 

The  increased  Czech  interest  in  imported  pork  supplies  resulted  in 
imports  of  live  hogs  in  excess  of  80,000  head  in  the  period  January-April 
1936  against  about  40,000  head  in  those  months  last  year  and  only  15,000 
head  in  the  1934  period.    Despite  the  larger  imports  of  hogs,  lard,  and 
bacon  this  year,  per  capita  consumption  of  pork  in  the  form  of  meat  was 
smaller  in  the  first  4  months  of  1936  than  a  year  earlier.    Because  of 
the  imports,  however,  there  was  an  increase  over  last  yeer  in  the  consumption 
of  pork  fat. 

In  Austria ,  hog  numbers  are  now  at  a^out  the  level  which  can  be  sup- 
ported on  home-produced  feeds,  according  to  Mr.  Reed.    In  general,  the 
policy  of  exchanging  industrial  goods  for  pork  and  lard  has  been  fairly 
satisfactory,  with  European  exporting  countries  supplying  the  Austrian 
requirement  for  imported  products.    The  Austrian  commercial  commitments, 
however,  include  no  allowance  for  imports  of  American  lard,  nor  are  they 
likely  to,  so  long  as  present  arrangements  prove  tolerably  satisfactory. 
Arrivals  of  foreign  hogs  at  Vienna  markets  in  the  first  half  of  1956  were 
larger  than  in  1935,  but  not  large  enough  to  offset  the  smaller  marketings 
of  domestic  hogs.    Prices  of  both  pork  and  lard  have  moved  upward  in  recent 
months . 

Swi  tzerland  arid  Belgium 

Switzerland  is  another  country  wherein  steps  have  been  taken  to 
confine  hog  production  to  the  number  for  which  domestic  feed  is  available. 
This  policy  resulted  in  hog  numbers  as  of  April  21,  1936  being  20  percent 
below  the  1935  figures.    With  imports  of  hogs  also  being  curtailed,  prices 
advanced  fairly  steadily  during  the  first  half  of  this  year,  the  May  level 
being  rbout  40  percent  higher  than  the t  of  a  year  ago.    There  has  been 
some  tendency  toward  larger  imports  of  American  lard. 

In  Belgium,  however,  lard  imports  from  both  the  United  States  and 
Netherlands  have  declined  and  imports  from  France  have  increased.  Hog 
slaughter  in  Pelgium  this  year  has  been  smaller  than  in  1935,  despite  some 
apparent  increase  in  hog  numbers  as  of  January  1,  1936.    There  were  also 
some  imports' of  fresh  pork  this  year,  whereas  there  were  none  in  the  corre- 
sponding months  of  1935.    Such  imports  came  from  Poland,  Lithuania,  and 
Netherlands. 
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Hogs  and  pork  products!     Indices  of  foreign  supplies  and  demand 


Country 
and  item 


■•nit 


Oct. -June 


1909-10 
to  1913-14 
average 


1924-25 
to  1928-29 
average 


1932-33 


1933-34 


1934-35: 


: 1 , 000 
nounds 


UNITED  XIITCDOH: 
Supplies, 
domestic , fresh 
pork,  London. . , 
Imports-  : 
Bacon-  : 

Denmark-  : 

Irish  F.  State. : 
United  States. : 

Canada   : 

Others   : 

Total  : 

Ham,  total  . . . . : 
Lard,  total  . . . : 
DEE:A5K;  : 
Exports-  : 

Bacon  :  ". 

CAITADA:    '  .  :  . 

Slaughter-  : 
Kogs,  inspected. :1000rs 
GrEPJ,-IANY: 
Production-  : 
Hog  receipts  : 

14  cities  . . . . :  " 
Hog  slaughter  : 
36  centers  . . . :  " 
Imports-  : 1 , 000 

Bacon,  total  . .  :pounds 
Lard,  total  . . . :     "  . 
JUTTED  STATES:  : 
Slau^hter- 

Hogs, inspected. : 1000' s 
Exports-  : 
Bacon-  : 1,000 

United  Kingdom: pounds 

Cermany  :  " 

Cuba  :  " 

Total  :  m 

Hams,  shoulders- : 
United  Kingdom:  " 
Total  . .7. . . :  " 
Lard-  ; 
United  Kingdom:  » 

Germany  :  » 

Cuba  :  » 

Netherlands  . .  :  11 
Total  :  " 


183,450 

137,259 
30,934 
3L,  879 

383,532 
69,952 

165,613 


1,303 


3,361 

2,002 
153,048 


25,445 


97,094 
1,267 
5,707 
132,490 

104,711 
121,737 

133.246 
108,850 
27,801 
28,209 
363,895 


44,567 


376,447 
40,280 
81,579 
57,200 

121.,  150 

676,656 
93,143 

204,650 


375,286 
2,078 

2,448 

3,047 

13,140 
167,285 

36,706 


50,224 
9,163 
15,802 
107,458 

108,516 
129,627 

176,592 
147,661 
61,670 
32,346 
561,145 


63,177 


538,136 
15,597 
3,888 
25,225 

277,728 

860,576 
68,478 

218,021 


553,233 
2,170 

2,364 

3,202 

23,269 
176,443 

36,675 


2,054 
1,213 
3,236 
12,285 

46,549 
53,718 

210,691 
118,782 
8,866 
31,575 
445,661 


5,3,850 


370.,  345 
24,826 
•3, 943 
7.7,103 

192.,  822 

669,041 
59,140 

257,065 


39.0,095 
•2,299 

.2,6,51 
;3,474 

20, 308 

98, 351 

35,344 


-.2,203 
..2,471 
3,582 
17,465 

41,453 
,  48  , 446 

244, i9C 
55,^84 
12,447 
19,573 

426,281 


60,959: 


323,250; 

35,834: 
2,395! 

83,732: 
144,964: 
590,175: 

56,020; 
163,321 


328,612; 
2,258; 

2,510: 

3,505: 

19,575; 
41,350: 

25,556: 


1,354: 

0: 

3,436: 
6,299; 

37,365; 
44,598; 

94,735: 
2,513: 
23,287: 
10: 

130,781; 
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Hogs  and  7>ork  products:    Foreign  and  domestic  average  prices  per  100 
pounds  for  the  month  indicated,  and  stocks  at  the  end  of  each  montn 


Item 


Prices: 
Hogs, 'Chicago, 
"basis  packers* 
and  shippers' 

quotations   

Corn, ' Chicago , 

No.  3  Yellow   

Hogs, heavy, Berlin 
live  weight  ...... 

Potatoes,  Breslau 

feeding   

Barley,  Leipzig  . . . 
Lard- 
Chicago   

Liverpool   

Hamburg   

Cured  pork- 
Liverpool- 
American  short 

cut  green  hams  . 
American  green 

bellies  ,  

Danish  Wiltshire 

sides  • 

Canadian  gre'en 
sides  


Stocks': 
United  States- 
Processed  oork  3_/ 
Lard  in  cold ■ 

storage  ...... 


1909-13 

average 


Dollars 


1925-29 
average. 


dollars 


yune 

1935 


Dollars 


May 
1936  . 
Dollars 


June 
1936 


Dollars. 


;7.90 

:  11.22 

9.27 

•   9.58  •  .  . 

9.88 

;  1. 16 

1,  70 

l.  o<i 

1.14 

10.87 

•  ■IE  n 

•  15.  i  7 

1  P.  OR 

ID.  UO 

-  17  70 

17.70 

n  Pi 
•       r  37 

1.73 

.  bU 
2.47 

R6 
3.15 

;    3. 37 

3.41 

10.77 
11.86 
14.05 

•  15.26 

•  15.71 
:  16.18 

15.19 
:  13.64 

: 

: 11.12 
. 12.25  .  . 
11.83 

11.28 
11.83 
12.61 

15.40 

■  25.24 

:  19.83 

,  21.28 

21.95 

•  21.73 

•  13.89 

Nominal  . 

.  Nominal 

15.84 

■  24.96 

•  21.15 

20.09 

20.33 

15.01 

23.16 

•  18.75 

:  17,55  . 

18,08 

1  ,'000 
-oourds 

•  1,000 
pounds 

.  1,000 
:  pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

1 , 000 
■pounds 

788,481 

445 , 307 

440,618 

431,292 

165,588 

84,680 

.  99,656 

106,892 

1/  Three  weeks. 
2/  Two  weeks.  1 

2/  Dry  salt  cured  and  in  process  of  cure;  pickled,  cured,  and  m  process  ol 
cure, and  frozen. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OE  AC-RI  CULTURE 


Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 


Washington 
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WORLD  HOG  AFD  PORK  PROSPECTS 
Summary 

The  United  States  fall  and  spring  pig  crops  of  1936-37  are  expected 
to  be  considerably  smaller  than  those  of  1935-36  as  a  result  of  high  corn 
prices  and  unusually  heavy  marketings  of  breeding  stock  in  July,  August 
and  early  September.    Hog  slaughter  during  the  first  half  of  the  1936-37 
year  is  not  expected  to  show  any  considerable  reduction  from  this  cause, 
however,  and  the  number  of  hogs  to  be  slaughtered  in  the  1936-37  marketing 
year,  beginning  October  1,  is  still  expected  to  be  larger  than  in  1935-36. 

Current  high  costs  of  feed  will  probably  result  in  early  marketings 
of  the  pig  crop  farrowed  last  spring,  and  slaughter  supplies  from  October  to 
December  are  expected  to  be  proportionately  larger  than  usual  in  relation 
to  those  from  January  to  March.    A  decline  in  hog  prices  is  in  prospect 
for  the  fall  and  early  winter  months.    Prices  in  the  late  winter  and  early 
spring  of  1937,  however,  are  likely  to  advance  rather  sharply,  and  relatively 
high  prices  will  probably  prevail  during  most  of  1937. 

Exports  of  hog  products  are  expected  to  increase  somewhat  in  the 
lirst  half  of  the  1936-37  marketing  year  as  a  result  of  the  prospects  for 
larger  domestic  slaughter  supplies.    Exports  in  the  last  half  of  1936-37, 
however,  probably  will  be  no  greater  than  the  relatively  low  level  of 
exports  in  the  last  half  of  the  present  marketing  year. 

A  slight  increase  in  the  British  cured  pork  import  quota  applicable 
to  the  September-December  period  of  1936  was  announced  by  the  British  Eoard 
of  Trade  on  August  17.     The  increase  was  apportioned  among  the  quota  coun- 
tries according  to  the  usual  percentages,  and  resulted  principally  from 
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reduction  in  the  estimates  of  Empire  cured  pork  available  for  shipment  in 
the  last  4  months  of  the  year.     The  revised  quota  for  the  United  States  is 
approximately  14,534,000  pounds.    Only  152,000  pounds  remains  as  redeemable 
deficit  caused  by  short  shipments  earlier  in  the  year.    Most  of  the  deficit 
was  made  up  in  June  and  July  when  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  totaled 
over  5,000,000  and  6,000,000  pounds,  respectively,  compared  with  an  average 
of  less  than  3,000,000  pounds  for  the  5  preceding  months. 

A  considerable  increase  is  anticipated  in  Danish  hog  slaughter  for 
the  period  from  July  1936  to  May  1937  on  the  basis  of  the  July  18  hog  census, 
which  indicated  that  there  were  3,503,000  head  of  hogs  on  farms  in  Denmark 
on  that  date,  the  largest  number  since  July  1933.     Smaller  hog  numbers  in 
the  Danube  Basin,  on  the  other  hand,  now  indicate  some  decline  in  exports 
of  hog  products  from  this  area  in  the  second  half  of  1936  and  the  first  half 
of  1937. 

Lard  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  continued  at  unusually  low  levels 
in  July.     Imports  from  the  United  States  amounted  to  only  37  percent  of  the 
total  imported  for  the  season  from  October  1935  through  July  1936  compared 
with  63  percent  for  the  corresponding  period  a  year  earlier.     Supplies  of 
fat  continue  to  remain  limited  in  Germany.     Decreases  in  German  hog  slaughter, 
have  tended  to  hold  1935-36  supplies  of  domestic  lard  below  the  1934-35 
level,  and  imports  of  lard,  although  larger  in  the  first  10  months  of  the 
1935-36  season  than  in  the  same  period  a  year  earlier,  since  May  have  been 
considerably  smaller  than  those  of  the  corresponding  period  of  1934-35. 

United  States 

Corn  prices  rose  relatively  more  than  hog  prices  during  July  and 
August,  causing  the  hog-corn  price  ratio  to  decline  to  levels  unfavorable 
for  hog  production.    Marketings  of  packing  sows  during  the  10  weeks  ended 
September  5  were  unusually  large  in  relation  to  the  total  number  of  hogs 
marketed,  the  percentage  of  packing  sows  marketed  averaging  40  percent  of 
total  packer  .and  shipper  purchases  at  the  seven  leading  markets  compared  with 


28  percent  a  year  earlier.    This  relatively  large  proportion  of  packing 
sows  marketed,  many  of  which  were  piggy,  resulted  in  a  considerable  re- 
duction in  breeding  stock  on  farms.    Both  the  fall  pig  crop  of  this  year 
and  the  spring  pig  crop  of  next  year  are  likely  to  be  smaller  than  those 
of  1935-36,  notwithstanding  that  in  early  June  farmers  reported  they  were 
planning  an  increase  of  14  percent  in  fall  farrowings  over  the  previous 
year. 

The  current  high  cost  of  feed  is  expected  to  cause  the  pig  crop 
farrowed  last  spring  to  be  marketed  unusually  early,  thereby  making  slaughter 
supplies  from  October  to  December  proportionately  larger  than  usual  in 
relation  to  those  from  January  to  March.    The  effect  of  the  large  market- 
ings on  hog  prices,  which  ordinarily  decline  seasonally  during  this  quarter 
may  be  no  greater  than  usual,  since  consumer  demand  is  apparently  increasing 
and  demand  from  packers  for  storage  purposes  is  expected  to  be  stronger 
than  that  of  a  year  earlier.    Because  of  the  relatively  small  supplies  in 
prospect  for  the  late  winter  and  early  spring  of  1937,  the  price  movement 
during  that  period  is  likely  to  be  sharply  upward. 

The  seasonal  up-trend  in  hog  prices  which  started  in  May  apparently 
ended  in  late  August,  as  prices  have  since  been  declining  moderately.  The 
amount  of  the  summer  advance  varied  considerably  as  between  hogs  of 
different  weights  and  grades.    Prices  of  the  better  grades  of  medium 
weight  butcher  hogs  rose  slightly  more  than  $2.00  per  IOC  pounds,  whereas 
the  advances  in  light  weight  butchers  ranged  from  $1.20  to  $1.90.  The 
smallest  advances  were  in  the.  prices  of  the  extreme  light  weights  and  the 
lowest  grades.    Price  declines  occurring  since  late  August  have  been 
greatest  for  the  extremely  light  hogs.    Prices  of  packing  sows,  however, 
have  continued  to  show  an  upward  tendency  because  of  decreasing  numbers 
of  such  hogs  in  the  present  market  supply.     The  average  price  per  100 
pounds  of  packers  and  shippers  at  Chicago  was  $10.06  in  August  compared 
with  $9.76  in  July  and  $10.78  in  August  1935. 

Market  receipts  of  hogs  in  August  were  the  smallest  since  October 
1935.     Slaughter  under  Federal  inspection  totaled  2,254,000  head,  16 
percent  below  July  but  35  percent  larger  than  the  unusually  small  slaughter 
of  August  last  year.    The  increase  over  a  year  earlier  was  not  so  great 
as  that  recorded  in  June,  however.     Total  hog  slaughter  for  the  current 
marketing  year,  which  ends  September  30,  is  expected  to  be  about  the  same 
as  in  the  previous  year,  when  the  total  slaughtered  under  Federal  in- 
spection amounted  to  30,700,000  head.    Marketings  in  July  and  August  this 
year  included  the  largest  proportion  of  packing  sows  recorded  in  several 
years  and  was.  comprised  of  relatively  large  numbers  of  unfinished  light 
butcher  hogs,  and  of  feeder  and  slaughter  pigs.     Storage  holdings  of 
pork  and  lard  declined  less  than  in  other  recent  years,  during  August,  and 
have  recently  exceeded  the  quantities  of  both  products  held  in  storage  a 
year  earlier. 


The  average  weight  of  hogs  in  the  seven  leading  markets  dropped 
sharply  toward  the  end  of  August.    Heavy  liquidation  of  large  packing  sows 
early  in  the  month  caused  a  later-than  usual  peak  in  average  weights.  Late 
in  August  there  was  a  sharp  decrease  both  in  number  and  average  weights  of 
packing  sows,  although  the  percentage  of  packing  sows  was  still  considerably 
greater  than  a  year  earlier.     This,  together  with  the  relatively  large 
number  of  pigs  and  unfinished  butcher  hogs,  caused  a  sharp  decrease  in 
average  weights,  and  in  early  September  the  average  was  less  than  a  year 
earlier.    Average  weights  in  the  seven  markets  were  256  pounds  in  August 
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compared  with  258  in  July  and  251  pounds  in  August  of  last  year* 

The  sharp  rise  in  corn  prices,  which  started  early  in  July,  con- 
tinued during  most  of  August,  lout  reacted  slightly  toward  the  end  of  the 
month.    Prices  during  the  first  week  in  September  were  about  the  same 
as  in  early  August.    The  average  price  of  No.  3  Yellow  corn  at  Chicago  was 
113.5  cents  per  bushel  in  August  compared  with  85.8  cents  in  July  and  80.6 
cents  in  August  last  year.    Based  on  farm  prices  on  the  15th  of  the  month, 
the  hog-corn  price  ratio  in  the  North  Central  States  was  9.5  in  August, 
compared  with  12.0  in  July  1936  and  14.1  in  August  1935.     The  hog-corn  ratio 
in  the  next  few  months  will  probably  continue  below  that  of  corresponding 
months  of  last  year. 

Wholesale  prices  of  fresh  pork  rose  sharply  during  the  last  half  of 
August  to  the  highest  levels  of  this  year,  but  in  general  were  slightly 
below  the  peak  prices  recorded  in  the  late  summer  of  1935.     Prices  of  lard 
advanced  in  the  first  3  weeks  of  August  and  then  reacted  slightly.  Prices 
of  most  cured  products  were  steady  to  lower.     The  composite  wholesale  price 
of  the  principal  hog  products  at  New  York  was  $21.94  per  100  pounds  in 
August  compared  with  $21  .,35  in  July  and  $25.77  in  August  last  year. 

Total  pork  exports  in  July  were  nearly  20  percent  larger  than  in 
June  and  exceeded  corresponding  monthly  exports  of  a  year  earlier  for  the 
first  time  this  season.     The  increase  in  shipments  of  cured  pork  accounted 
for  almost  the  entire  gain  in  pork  exports,  with  hams  and  shoulders,  the 
principal  cured  item,  accounting  for  about  80  percent  of  the  entire  in- 
crease.   Hajns  and  shoulders  exported  totaled  6,557,000  pounds  in  July. 
Exports  of  this  item  to  the  United  Kingdom,  the  leading  market,  accounted 
for  nearly  all  of  the  increase  since  June.    Bacon  exports  totaled  627,000 
pounds  in  July  and  showed  some  increase  over  the  amount  shipped  in  June, 
but  were  less  than  the  total  for  July  1935,  and  the  smallest  for  the  month 
on  record. 

Exports  of  lard  from  the  United  States  in  July,  amounting  to  7,555,000 
pounds,  were  about  32  percent  smaller  than  those  for  June,  but  were  over  50 
percent  greater  than  the  extremely  low  total  for  July  of  last  year.  Exports 
of  lard  to  the  United  Kingdom  were  the  smallest  since  October  1935.  The 
decrease  in  lard  shipments  to  Germany  from  June,  when  the  total  was  relative- 
ly high,  to  July  may  have  been  due  in  part  to  the  increasing  difficulties 
of  malting  satisfactory  arrangements  for  payment  with  German  buyers.  Exports 
of  hams  and  bacon  to  Cuba  showed  some  increase  during  July,  while  shipments 
of  lard  to  that  country  showed  a  relatively  small  decrease.     Total  exports 
of  both  pork  and  lard  for  the  first  10  months  of  the  1935-36  season,  however, 
were  far  below  those  of  any  recent  year  preceding  the  1934-35  marketing 
season,  and  were  somewhat  below  those  of  that  year. 

Canada 

Hog  prices  averaged  higher  at  Toronto  in  August  than  in  July,  al- 
though prices  tended  to  weaken  somewhat  in  the  last  week  of  the  month. 
Bacon  hogs  at  Toronto  averaged  $9.29  per  100  pounds,  United  States  currency, 
compared  with  $9.05  for  the  month  of  July,  and  $9.90  in  August  of  last  year. 
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Marketings  of  hogs  were  heavier  in  August  than  in  July  and  in 
August  1935.     In  the  4-week  period  ended  August  27  the  number  graded  at 
stockyards  and  packing  plants  in  Canada  reached  230,000  head  compared  with 
223,000  head  in  the  4-week  period  ended  July  30,  and  only  173,000  head  in 
the  corresponding  period  of  August  1935.    The  increase  in  hog  marketings 
so  far  this  year  as  compared  with  the  same  period  of  1935  amounts  to  about 
200,000  head  or  11  percent. 

It  is  anticipated  by  Canadian  marketing  officials  that  the  present 
scarcity  and  prospective  high  price  of  feed  may  result  in  over-liquidation 
of  sows  and  unfinished  hogs.    Heavy  marketing  of  sows  at  this  time,  unless 
checked,  is  likely  to  cause  a  falling  off  in  fall  litters  and  thus  bring 
about  a' shortage  in  pig  supplies  for  next  spring  and  summer.     Spring  farrow- 
ings  this  year  showed  an  increase  of  28  percent  above  1935. 

Canadian  trade  statistics  show  that  exports  of  pork  products  to  the 
United  Kingdom  in  July  amounted  to  15,693,000  pounds.    Bacon  exports, 
which  comprised  83  percent  of  the  total,  increased  10  percent  above  June 
and  24  percent  above  July  1935,  whereas  there  was  a  decrease  in  lard  exports 
of  14  percent  as  compared  with  June,  but  an  increase  of  166  percent  as 
compared  with  July  1935.    Total  exports  of  pork  products  from  Canada  to  the 
United  Kingdom  during  the  first  10  months  of  the  current  hog  marketing  year, 
October  1  to  July  31,  amounted  to  133,000,000  pounds,  an  increase  of  13 
percent  above  the  same  period  of  1934-35. 

United  Kingdom  and  Irish  Free  State 

On  August  17,  the  British  Board  of  Trade  announced  an  upward 
revision  in  the  cured-pork  quota  for  the  last  4  months  of  1936,  the  total 
to  equal  1,602,138  hundredweight  (179,439,000  pounds)  instead  of  the 
1,590,683  hundredweight  (178,156,000  pounds)  previously  announced.  See 
table,  page  6.    Larger  importations  will  be  allowed  from  foreign  countries 
because  of  reductions  in  the  estimates  of  Empire  cured  pork  available  for 
shipment  during  the  last  4  months  of  the  year.    In  addition  to  this  slight 
increase  in  the  September-December  allocation,  1,295  hundredweight  (145,000 
pounds)  were  apportioned  according  to  the  usual  percentages  among  the  quota 
countries.    The  adjustment  was  made  because  of  the 'failure  of  Yugoslavia 
to  use  this  amount  of  the  quota  granted  as  compensation  for  loss 'of  the 
principal  Yugoslav  market  for  cured  pork  when  sanctions  against  Italy  were 
first  applied.     The  new  quota  figure  represents  an  increase  of  less  than 
1  percent  over  that  announced  earlier,  leaving  the  "reduction  from  the  May- 
August  1936  period  still  12  percent,  but  only  4.4  percent  from  the  average 
monthly  rate  for  October-December  1935. 

The  United  States  share  in  the  revised  September-December  total 
British  cured-pork  quota  is  approximately  14,534,000  pounds,  representing  a 
monthly  rate  of  nearly  3,634,000  pounds.    Monthly  imports  of  American  cured 
pork  into  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  first  7  months  of  1936  averaged 
3,532,000  pounds.    July  imports,  however,  were  up  to  nearly  6,400,000 
pounds,  bringing  the  redeemable  deficit  caused  by  short  shipments  earlier 
in  the  year  down  to  a  negligible  quantity  (152,000  pounds).     See  table, 
page  6. 
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The  seasonal  decline  in  the  price  of  American  short  cut  green  hams 
as  reflected  by  quotations  on  the  Liverpool  market  began  a  month  earlier 
than  usual  this  year,  the  average  for  August  amounting  to  $20.58  per  100 
pounds  as  against  $21.97  for  July  and  $23.29  for  August  1935.     Total  ham 
imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  during  July  amounted  to  9,463,000  pounds, 
an  increase  of  more  than  700,000  pounds  over  June  imports  and  of  nearly 
900,000  poinds  over  comparable  1935  figures.     Imports  from  the  United 
States  accounted  for  all  of  this  increase,  shipments  from  Canada,  the 
second/and  almost  only  other  important  supplier,  being  considerably  lower 
in  July  than  in  June. 

Liverpool  bacon  quotations,  unlike  those  for  ham,  rose  steadily 
during  August,  Danish  Wiltshire  sides  at  $22.26  per  100  pounds,  making  the 
highest  average  since  April  1930  and  Canadian  green  sides  at  $20.31  the 
highest  since  June  1930.    American  green  bellies  also  shared  in  the  upward 
price  tendency,  averaging  $17.03  during  August  against  $16.71  in  July. 
Total  supplies  of  bacon  reached  unusually  low  levels  in  British  markets 
during  August.     Imports  of  bacon  into  the  United  Kingdom  in  July  were 
3,446,000  pounds  higher  than  in  June.    Total  imports  for  the  season,  how- 
ever, at  609,000,000  pounds  were  nearly  8.5  percent  below  comparable 
1934-35  figures.    Though  imports  from  Denmark  were  over  1,600,000  pounds 
higher  in  July  than  in  June,  total  imports  from  that  country  for  the 
season  to  the  end  of  July  were  10  percent  below  those  of  a  year  ago. 

United  Kingdom:     Revised  total  cured  pork  allocations,  September  1- 
December  31,  1936,  and  to  the  United  States,  January  1-December 

31,  1936 


Country 


Denmark  . . . 
N ether lands 
Poland  .... 
Sweden  .... 
Lithuania  . 
Estonia.  . . . 
Finland  . . . 
Latvia  .... 

USSR  

Argentina  . 
United  States 


Total 


Total  allocation, Sept.  1-Dec. 31  -.Allocations  to  United  States 

"""   ~  :    Jan.  1-Dec.  31.  1936  


Percentage 
share  of 
total 


Percent 


63.50 
9.50 
7.95 
4.70 
2.95 
.75 
.40 
.70 
.85 
.70 
8.00 


3/ 


100.00 


Allocations 


: Month 


Hundred- 
weight 

1,017,358 
152,203 
127,370 
75,300 
47,263 
12,016 
6,409 
11,215 
13,618 
11,215 
3/  128,171 


1,602,138 


1,000  : 
-pounds  : 

113,944: 
17,047: 
14,265: 
8,434: 
5,293: 
1,346: 
718: 
1,256: 
1,525: 
1,256: 
3/  14,355: 


1956 

Jan. 
Peb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept, 

Oct. 

(Nov. 

(Dec. 


179,439: 


Allocation 


1,000 
-pounds 

3,877 
3,642 
3,990 
3,862 
4,146 
4,014 
4,146 
4,146 
3,633 
3,633 
3,634) 

3,634)_. 


46 , 357 


Imports 
2/ 


1,000 
pounds 

2,324 
2,148 
2,597 
2,354 
3,895 
5,031 
6,376 


l/  Final  figures  with  all  adjustments  made. 
2/  Not  adjusted  for  re-exports. 

3/  Plus  0.1  percent  of  total  to  allow  for  adjustments  in  connection  with 
imports  through  Canada. 
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Lard  prices  advanced  materially  during  August,  as  indicated  "by 
Liverpool  quotations,  the  monthly  average  for  American  refined  lard  standing 
at  $12.51  per  hundred  pounds  against  $12.37  in  July.     Last  year's  comparable 
average,  however,  was  $17.08.     Lard  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  continued 
at  unusually  low  levels  during  July,  totaling  for  the  season  to  the  end  of 
that  month  140,450,000  pounds  against  179,700,000  pounds  in  1934-35  and 
279,600,000  pounds  in  1933-34.     Imports  from  the  United  States  declined 
again  in  July  to  less  than  6,000,000  pounds.     The  United  States  share  in  the 
total  for  the  period  October- July  was  37  percent  against  63  percent  last 
season  and  93  percent  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1933-34. 

Supplies  of  British  and  Irish  fresh  pork  at  London  Central  Markets 
during  this  season  to  July  31  were  considerably  higher  than  in  any  of  the 
past  several  seasons.     Supplies  from  these  sources  in  July  totaled  a  little 
over  4,000,000  pounds,  which  was  an  increase  of  31  percent  compared  with 
July  1935  figures. 

Denmark 

A  weekly  slaughter  of  96,000  to  101,000  hogs  in  Denmark  is  anticipated 
by  Danish  authorities  for  the  period  July-May  1935-37,  according  to  Agricultural 
Commissioner  E.  E.  Reed  at  Berlin.     The  slaughter  estimate  was  made  by  the 
semi-official  Danish  Agricultural  Council  on  the  basis  of  the  July  18  hog- 
census,  which,  at  3,503,000  head,  was  the  largest  census  or  estimate  since 
July  1933.     On  the  basis  of  the  May  1936  census,  the  Council  had  estimated 
weekly  slaughter  at  about  95,000  head  for  the  period  May-February  1935-37. 
The  weekly  average  for  the  calendar  year  1935  was  83,000  head. 

Most  of  the  increase  in  the  July  1936  estimate  over  those  made  in 
May  and  June  of  this  year  is  accounted  for  by  the  larger  number  of  pigs 
weighing  less  than  132  pounds  (60  kilos).     This  development  was  to  be  ex- 
pected from  the  marked  increase  in  breeding  operations  in  evidence  for  some 
time.    Bred  sow  numbers,  although  showing  a  decrease  of  about  6  percent  from 
the  June  1956  estimates,  are  higher  than  on  any  other  estimate  or  census 
date  since  April  1933.    Most  of  the  decrease  from  June  in  bred  sows  appeared 
in  the  gilt  category. 

The  decline  in  gilts  resulted  from  an  increase  in  the  practice  of 
breeding  for  one  litter  and  then  selling  as  sows.     It  will  be  recalled  that 
the  Danish  hog-marketing  control  measures  apply  only  to  hogs  of  bacon  weight 
and  not  to  pigs  under  110  pounds  (50  kilos)  or  to  sows  and  boars.  These 
exceptions  have  been  found  to  be  too  liberal  for  exercising  proper  control 
under  price  conditions  favorable  to  increasing  production.     The  supply  of 
light  pigs  for  slaughter  has  been  increased  materially,  under  existing 
regulations,  producers  have  preferred  not  to  risk  feeding  pigs  to  bacon 
weights  only  to  have  them  classed  as  excess  or  "non-card"  hogs,  which  must 
be  sold  at  unremunerative  prices.     Gilts  in  many  instances,  after  producing 
one  litter,  have  been  marketed  as  sows  for  domestic  consumption,  bringing 
prices  little  less  than  those  paid  for  "card"  or  export-bacon  hogs.     The  sale 
of  light  pigs  and  of  gilts  as  sows  has  prevented  the  low  non-card  prices  from 
being  as  effective  a  limitation  on  production  as  was  intended.     An  order  effec- 
tive July  1,  1956,  however,  now  prohibits  the  marketing  of  sows  under  18  months 
of  age  at  the  prices  prescribed  for  sows.     Such  sows  must  be  sold  at  the  non- 
card  prices  for  bacon  hogs.     This,  measure  also  is  expected  to  reduce  the  number 
of  young  pigs,    now  regarded  as  excessive. 
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Germany 

There  has  "been  little  change  during  recent  weeks  in  the  limited 
supplies  of  fat  available  in  Germany.     Lard  import  figures  for  July,  at 
2,400,000  pounds,  were  more  than  twice  as  large  as  the  June  imports,  "but 
remained  well  below  figures  for  all  other  months  of  the  current  season. 
German  receipts  of  Danube  Basin  lard  have  been  curtailed  sharply  in  recent 
months,  principally  because  prices  in  Germany  have  not  been  sufficiently  high 
to  attract  the  diminished  supplies  of  the  Danubian  product.     Of  the  July 
imports  into  Germany,  Denmark  supplied  nearly  2,000,000  pounds,   the  United 
States  and  various  European  countries  accounting  for  the  small  remainder. 

Lard  imports  since  May  have  been  considerably  smaller  than  in  the 
corresponding  1935  period.     For  the  current  season  beginning  October  1935, 
total  lard  imports  to  July  31  were  60  percent  larger  than  the  comparable 
1934-35  figures  as  a  result  of  the  heavier  imports  in  the  months  prior  to 
June.     From  October  1935  to  April  1936,  decreases  below  last  year  in  hog 
marketings  and  slaughter  tended  to  hold  the  supplies  of  domestic  lard  below 
the  1934-35  level.     Hog  marketings  were  heavier  in  Hay  and  June  this  year 
than  last,  but  fell  off  again  in  July  and  August.     The  current  season's 
total  receipts  of  hogs  at  14  cities  as  of  July  31  were  19  percent  below,  and 
slaughter  at  56  centers  21  percent  below  the  corresponding  1934-35  figures. 

Danube  Basin 

Large  domestic  feed  crops  and  high  hog  and  pork  prices  mark  the  current 
hog  situation  in  the  Danube  Basin,   according  to  the  Belgrade  office  of  the 
Foreign  Agricultural  Service.     These  conditions  suggest  a  reversal  of  the 
material  decline  in  hog  numbers  which  resulted  from  the  heavy  exports  of 
live  hogs,  lard,   and  pork  in  1935  and  the  first  half  of  1936.     As  early  as 
last  April,  hog  numbers  in  Hungary,  the  Basin's  leading  exporting  country, 
were  down  to  2,554,000  head  compared  with  3,176,000  head  in  1935  and  an 
average  of  2,368,000  head  in  the  period  1930-1934. 

The  smaller  hog  numbers  indicate  some  decline  in  the  export  volume 
during  the  second  half  of  1936  and  the  first  half  of  1937.     Of  the  hogs  now 
being  marketed,  a  relatively  large  proportion  shows  lack  of  finish  as  a 
fesult  of  last  year' s  reduced  feed-grain  crops.     This  situation  has  brought 
about  a  decided  upward  movement  in  the  prices  of  well-finished  hogs,  and  a 
favorable  hog- feed  ratio.     Larger  feeding  operations  than  last  year  are  ex- 
pected this  fall  and  winter. 

Lard  exoorts  from  Danube  countries  in  the  first  7  months  of  1936  totalel 
about  44,300,000  pounds  against  about  39,200,000  pounds  in  the  corresponding 
1935  period.     Participation  in  this  year's  exports  by  Bulgaria  and  Rumania, 
especially  the  former,  was  considerably  heavier  than  in  1935.     Hungary,  however 
continued  as  the  leading  shipper  of  Danubian  lard,   accounting  for  about  70 
percent  of  th<J  1936  total  compared  with  about  88  percent  of  the  1935  exports. 
Yugoslavian  participation  also  has  increased  this  year,  with  exports  from  that 
country  about  66  percent  larger  than  in  1935. 

The  relative  scarcity  of  fat  hogs  in  July  resulted  in  Hungarian  lard 
prices  advancing  to  the  point  where  exports  to  Germany,  formerly  the  leading 
buyer,  were  no  longer  profitable.     As  a  result,  the  July  movement  of  Hungarian 
lard  to  Germany  fell   to  practically  nothing.     During. June  and  July  the  German 
price  for  Hungarian  L?rd  was  set  at  the  equivalent  of  about  13  cents  per  pound,: 
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f.o.b.  Budapest.     A  new  German  price  for  August,  equivalent  to  13.7  cents,  re- 
newed the  movement  of  Hungarian  lard* '  That  price,  however,  is  not  entirely 
satisfactory  to  Hungary,  which  agreed  to  an  August  quota  considerably  smaller 
than  the  quota  for  earlier  months. 

Hogs  and  pork  products:     Indices  of  foreign  supplies  and  demand 


Country 
and 
item 


Unit 


UNITED  KINGDOM :  : 
Supplies,  domestic  fresh:  1000 

pork,  London  : pounds 

Imports  -  : 
Bacon  -  ■ 

Denmark   :  " 

Irish  Free  State   :  " 

United  States   :  " 

Canada  , :  » 

Others   :  " 

Total   :  " 

Ham,  total   :  » 

Lard,  total   :  " 

DENMARK:  : 
Exports  -  : 

Bacon  ".  * . :  " 

CAHADA:  : 
Slaughter  - 

Hogs,  inspected  :1000's 

CZmLAITY:  : 

Production  -  • 

Hog  receipts  14  cities  :  " 

Hog  slaughter  35  centers  " 

Imports  -  :  1000 

Bacon,  total   :pounds 

Lard,  total   :  11 

UTIIZD  STATES:  : 
Slaughter  -  : 

Hogs,  inspected  :1000's 

Exports  -  : 

Bacon  -  :  iQOO 

United  Kingdom  :pounds 

Germany  :  I" 

Cuba  :  » 

Total   :  » 

Hams,   shoulders  -  : 

United  Kingdom  :  " 

Total   :  » 

Lard  -  : 

United  Kingdom  :  11 

Germany  •  •  " 

Cuba  :  " 

Netherlands   :  11 

Total   » 


1909-10 

:  1924-25 

to 
1913-14 

average 

:  to 
:  1928-29 
: averase 

[1932-33 

|l933-34 

[  1934-  35 

:  46,787 

: • 65,482 

56,325 

.  64,075 

.  69,809 

205,468 

1 04.? 

34,872 
36,067 
4?  ft  d.49 

79,475 
183,256 

: 419, 006 
:  44,188 

.     ftQ  704. 

:  64,236 
135,299 
7^5  5?3 

:  105, 307 
229,527 

: 591,261 
:  16,576 

4  99^ 

'  31,243 

: 303, 702 
947  779 

■  82,046 
246,694 

: 416, 021 
.  27,517 

..  86,844 
210,418 
74o  339 
71,124 
279 , 629 

: 361 ,732 
.  39,943 
?  57? 
:  92,162 
162,284 
65ft  694- 
64,506 
179,695 

:  326, 216 
:  44,650 

1  563 
:  86,526 
150,065 
•609  019 
62,815 
140,452 

415,987 

607,924: 

437 , 068 : 

368,456. 

1,434 

2,239 

2,361: 

2,477 

2,449- 

2,620 

3,708: 

2,692 
3, 554: 

:  2,601: 
3,554: 

3,008 
3,920' 

2,382 
3,871 

3,039 

2,212: 
167,473: 

14,278: 
185,285: 

25,340: 
183,662: 

24,309. 
103,604: 

21,327: 
44,612: 

19,767 
71,574 

27,789: 

39,898: 

40,589: 

38, 668: 

27,268: 

26,365 

108,288: 
1 , 308 : 
6,356: 

146,866: 

55,371: 
9,881 
17,404: 
117,793: 

2,318: 
1 , 221 : 
"3,545: 
13,911: 

2 , 569 : 
2  ,  493. 
4,132: 
19,374: 

1,435: 
0: 

3,954: 
7,000: 

825 
29 
1,223 
3,060 

117,993. 
137,170 

121,060. 
144,320 

54,379: 
63,077. 

50,411: 
58,084. 

42,546: 
50,430. 

34,785 
37,719 

146,075 
117,373 
31,116 
30,454 
396,734 

194,325 
159,655 
67,744 
34,595 
613,040 

234,050: 
121,092: 
9,545* 
32,436 
481 , 831 

266,573 
58,308 
14,452 
20,351 

459 , 747 

96,508 
2,513 

25,929 
:  10 
135,696 

54,797 
6,313 
20,476 
46 

86,505 
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Hogs  and  pork  products:  Foreign  and  domestic  average  prices  per  100 
pounds  for  the  month  indicated,  and  stocks  at  the  end  of  each  month 


:  1909- 

:     1925-  : 

Item 

:1913  July 

:1929  July 

July  : 

June 

:  July 

:  average 

:  average  : 

1935  : 

1936 

:  1936 

:  Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Prices- 

Hogs,  Chicago,  basis 

packers1  &  shippers' 

:  8.00 

11.37 

9.49 

9.88 

9.76 

.Corn,  Chicago,  No.  3 

:  1.16 

1.76 

1.52 

1.14 

1.53 

Hogs,  heavy,  Berlin 

:  11.71 
:  1.71 

16.03 
2.22 

17.20 
3.13 

17.70 
3.41 

17.70 

Lard- 

:  10.75' 

11.86 
:  12.67 

15.18 
15.80 
16.26 

15.65 
14.46 

11.28 
11.83 
11.50 

12.37 
12.20 

Cured  pork- 

Liverpool- 

American  short  cut 

:  15.80 

26.01 

20.65 

21.95 

21.97 

American  green  ; 

21.64 

13.61 

Nominal 

.  16.71 

Danish  Wiltshire  ; 

16.56 

25.04 

20.50 

20.33 

20.65 

Canadian  green  : 

15.43 

23.09 

17.83 

18.08 

18.23 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

Stocks-  : 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

United  States-  : 

Processed  pork  4/  ...: 

757,404 

369,910 

435,130 

442 , 483 

Lard  in  cold  storage.: 

177,316 

68 , 435 

106,774 

116,824 

l/  Three  weeks. 

2/  No  prices  quoted. 

3_/  Two  weeks. 

4/  Dry  salt  cured  and  in  process  of  cure;  pickled,  cured,  and  in  process  of 
cure,  and  frozen. 
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Slaughter  supplies  of  hogs  in  the  United  St  at  f  s—cLur  i-ng—the-t 
year  which  began  October  1,  are  expected  to  be  considerably  larger  than 
those  of  the  last  2  years,  but  much  smaller  than  average.        Because  of  short 
feed  supplies,  it  is  probable  that  there  will  be  a  decided  tendency  to 
market  hogs  earlier  than  usual  this  fall  and  winter,   causing  slaughter 
supplies  from  October  to  mid-January  to  be  large  in  relation  to  supplies 
in  the  remainder  of  the  1936-37  marketing  year.     Some  further  seasonal 
decline  in  prices  is  now  in  prospect,-       From  December  through  March, 
however,  the  trend  in  domestic  prices  is  expected  to  be  generally  upward. 

With  larger  slaughter  supplies  of  hogs  in  the  United  States  in 
prospect  for  the  first  half  of  the  1936-37  marketing  year,  it  is 
probable  that  exports  of  hog  products  will  increase  somewhat  in  this 
period.        In  the  last  half  of  1936-37,  however,  the  probable  smaller 
domestic  hog  slaughter  is  likely  to  result  in  a  level  of  exports  no  greater 
than  in  the  last  half  of  1935-36. 

Latest  hog  census  data  show  total  hog  numbers  in  the  most  important 
hog  producing  countries  of  Europe  to  be  approximately  5  percent  higher  at 
the  beginning  of  the  1936-37  hog  year  than  at  the  same  time  a  year  earlier. 
In  the  United  Kingdom,  however,  hog  numbers  have  declined.     It  is  probable 
that  some  modification  of  the  British  Pig  Scheme  will  be  made.,  possibly 
accompanied  by  an  increase  in  pork  import  quotas  for  1937  and  the  imposition 
of  tariffs  on  cured  pork.  ...  - 
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The  marked  increase  in  hog  production  in  Germany  will  he  an  out- 
standing feature  in  the  coming  hog  marketing  year  in  continental  Europe. 
No  pork  surplus  in  Germany  is  expected  to  develop,  however,   since  there 
is  a  shortage  in  cattle.       Germany  will  no  doubt  continue  to  import  hogs, 
lard,   and  fatbacks,   as  well  as  beef,  but  only  in  quantities  for  which  the 
supplying  countries  can  accept  payment  in  German  goods. 

Hog  numbers  in  the  Danube  Basin,  in  contrast  to  those  of  other 
surplus  producing  countries  in  Central  Europe,   o„re  now  considerably 
smaller  than  those  of  a  year  earlier.       Exports  from  this  area  in  the 
coming  winter  and  spring  are  expected  to  be  somewhat  smaller  than  those 
of  last  winter  and  spring.     The  large  corn  and  barley  crops  harvested  in 
the  Basin  this  year,   however,  have  given  rise  to  a  strong  demand  for 
feeder  hogs,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  increased  supplies  of  fat  hogs 
and  lard  will  be  available  for  export  in  the  summer  and  fall  of  1937 • 


Domestic  Situation 

Slaughter  supplies  of  hogs  during  the  current  marketing  year 
(October  1,   1936  to  September  30 ,  1937)  will  be  considerably  larger  than 
for  either  of  the  2  previous  marketing  years  but  will  be  much  smaller 
than  the  average  of  the  5  years  preceding  1934-35*     Hog  slaughter  under 
Federal  inspection  in  1935-36  in  number  of  head  was  but  little  different 
from  the  slaughter  in  1934-35?  but  in  total  live  and  dressed  weight  it 
was  larger  because  average  weights  were  heavier. 


Hogs:   Inspected  slaughter,   average  and  total  live  weight, 
and  average  cost,  5-yoc.r  average,  1934-35 
and  1935-36 


Year 
beginning 
Oct. 

Inspect  ed 
slaughter 

 i/__J 

Live 
Average 

weight  2/  : 
:  Total 

Av.  price 

per  100  pounds 

1,000 

Million 

head 

Pounds 

pounds 

Dollars 

1929-30  to 

1933-34   

45,354 

230 

10,429 

5.71 

1934-35   

.  30,680 

220 

6,742 

7.75 

1935-36   

:  31,022 

232 

7,187 

9.78 

1/  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry-  2/Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics, 
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How  many  lore  hcgs  will  "be  slaughter ed  under  Federal  inspection 
during  the  present  marketing  year  than  in  the  previous  year  will  depend 
to  a  considerable  extent  upon  the  size  of  the  1936  fall  pig  crop  .  The 
1936  spring  pig  crop  for  the  entire  country  was  larger  than  the  very  small 
spring  crop  of  1935  by  9»000,000  head,  or  29  percent.      The  June  pig  crop 
report  indicated  an  increase  of  lij.  percent  in  the  number  of  sows  to  farrow 
in  the  fall  of  1936.     ^n  June,  when  the  report  was  issued,  prospects 
were  favorable  for  at  least  an  average  corn  crop  in  the  Corn  Belt  States. 
Hog  prices  were  at  a  very  high  level  and  the  hog-corn  price  ratio  was 
quite  favorable  for  an  expansion  in  hog  production.      Within  a  few  weeks 
after  the  report  was  issued,  however,   the  situation    was  changed  entirely. 
Corn  crop  prospects  dwindled  rapidly  as  severe  drought  spread  over  most 
of  the  Corn  Belt.      As  corn  prospects  declined,  prices  of  corn  increased 
and  the  hog-corn  price  ratio  shifted  from  a  favorable  to  a  distinctly 
unfavorable  level,  even  though  hog  prices  also  made  a  substantial  advance 
during  the  same  period.     As  a  result  of  this  changed  situation,  hog 
producers  began  to  dispose  of  brood  sows  that  had  farrowed  in  the  spring, 
as  well  as  those  intended  for  fall  farrow,  and  all  other  hogs  that  could 
he  apuickly  finished  for  marketing.     This  resulted  in  greatly  increased 
marketings  of  hogs  in  July,  August,   and  September. 

Estimates  given  in  the  June  pig  crop  report  as  to  the  number  of 
hogs  over  6  months  old  on  June  1  this  year  compared  with  a  year  earlier, 
indicated  that  only  a  moderate  increase  in  slaughter  was  to  be  expected 
during  the  4  months  June  to  September.     Actually,  however,  slaughter 
under  Federal  inspection  was  51  percent  larger  in  this  period  than  a  year 
earlier.     This  large  increase  in  slaughter  was  a  result  of  the  large 
marketings  of  sows  originally  intended  for  fall  farrowing,  supplemented 
by  relatively  early  movement  of  1936  spring  pigs.     In  view  of  this  heavy 
liquidation,  it  seems  fairly  certain  that  the  number  of  sows  to  farrow 
this  fall  will  be  substantially  smaller  than  the  number  farrowed  in  1935 » 
although  probably  not  so  small  as  that  in  the  fall  of  1934* 

Hog  prices  declined  after  mid-September  in  response  to  a  seasonal 
increase  in  marketings,  but  near  the  end  of  the  month  and  during  early 
October  they  made  some  recovery.      Because  of  short  feed  supplies  there 
will  be  a  decided  tendency  to  market  hogs  earlier  than  usual  this  fall 
and  winter,  thus  causing  slaughter  supplies  from  October  to  mid-January 
to  be  large  in  relation  to  supplies  in  the  remainder  of  the  1936-37 
marketing  year.     Some  further  seasonal  decline  in  prices  is  in  prospect. 
From  December  through  March  the  price  movement  is. expected  to  be  generally 
upward. 

The  average  price  of  hogs  at  Chicago  declined  from  $10.26  per 
.100  pounds  the  second  week  in  September  to    .$9. 38  in  the  fourth  week, 
but  recovered  to  $9.84  in  the  week  ended  October  10.    Prices  of  butcher  hogs 
began  to  decline  in  late  August  and  dropped  steadily  for  5  weeks  before 
the  decline  was  checked.     Prices  of  packing  sows  did  not  begin  to  decline 
until  mid-September.     The  average  price  of  nogs  at  Chicago  for  the  month 
of  September  was  $9.89  compared  with  $10. 06  in  August  and  $10.-95  in 
September  last  year. 
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Hog  slaughter  under  Federal  inspection  in  September,  totaling 
2,403i0°°  head,  was  7  percent  larger  than  that  in  August  and  65  percent 
larger  than  the  unusually  snail  slaughter  of  September  1935-     The  increase 
in  slaughter  in  September  over  a  year  earlier  was  greater  relative  to  the 
increases  recorded  in  other  recent  months  and  reflected  liquidation  of 
both  packing  sows  and  early  spring  pigs. 

Market  prices  of  corn  advanced  sharply  during  the  first  2  weeks  of 
September,  but  declined  near  the  end  of  the  month  to  the  lowest  level  since 
July.     Although  the  average  price  of  No.  3  Yellow  corn  at  Chicago  was 
lower  in  September  than    in  August,  the  average  farm  price  on  September  15 
was  slightly  higher  than  that  of  a  month  earlier.    Based  on  farm  prices 
on  the  15th  of  the  month,  the  hog-corn  price  ratio  in  the  North  Central 
States  was  9.5  in  "both  September  and  August,  compared  with  14«4  in 
September  1935*      The  ratio  is  expected  to  continue  unfavorable  to  hog 
production  at  least  until  the  late  winter  or  spring  of  1937* 

The  average  weight  of  hogs  marketed  continued  the  decline  which 
began  in  late  August,  and  in  late  September  they  were  far  below  those  of 
a  year  earlier.      The  increasing  proportion  of  light  spring  pigs  marketed 
was  responsible  for  much  of  the  decrease  in  the  average  weight  of  all 
butcher  hogs.     The  growing  scarcity  of  well -finished  iiogs  indicates  a 
considerable    decrease  in  average  hog  weights  during  the  next  several 
months.     Average  weights  in  the  next  3  months  may  be  as  low  as  in  late 
1934  when  the  average  for  all  hogs  slaughtered  under  Federal  inspection 
declined  to  ah  out  210  pounds.       The  average  weight  of  hogs  at  the  seven 
leading  markets  in  September  was  232  pounds  compared  with  256  pounds  in 
August  and  250  pounds  in  September  1935* 

Wholesale  prices  of  fresh  pork  continued  to  rise  in  early 
September  and  in  the  week  ended    September  12  they  reached  the  highest 
level  since  mid-August  1935.     With  the  increase  in  hog  marketings  toward 
the  end  of  September,  however,  prices  of  fresh  pork  declined  rather  sharply. 
Prices    of  cured  pork  were  lower  in  September  than  in  August  and  lard 
prices  also  showed  some  weakness.        The  composite  wholesale  price  of 
the  principal  hog  products  at  New  York  was  $22.18  per  100  pounds  in 
September  compared  with  $21.94  in  August  and  $25. 79  in  September  a  year 
earlier. 

The  United  States  exports  of  both  pork  and  lard  in  August  showed  a 
decrease  from  those  of  July.      Pork  exports  in  August  were  about  34  percent 
below  those  of  July,  and  10  percent  below  those  of  the  corresponding  month 
a  year  earlier.     The  decrease  was  mainly  in  cured  pork  exports  with  the 
decline  in  shipments  of  hams  and  shoulders  to  the  United  Kingdom 
accounting  for  most  of  it.     Exports  of  hams  and  shoulders  in  August, 
totaling  3,642,000  pounds,  were  45  percent  below    those  of  July  and  24 
percent  lower  than  for  the  same  month  in  1935* 

Exports  of  lard  during  August  were  19  percent  smaller  than  in 
July  but  76  percent  larger  than  the  record  low  level  for  the  same  month 

a  year  earlier.       The  last  reduction  in  the  Cuban  inport  duty  on  lard  and 
the  elimination  of  the  1-cent  per  pound  consumption  tax  on  American  lard, 
both  of  which  w ere  provided  for  in  the  Cuban  trade  agreement,  became 
effective  on  September  3.      The  reduction  of  the  duty  and  consumption  tax 
combined  amounted  to  $1.41  per  100  pounds. 
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With  larger  slaughter  supplies  cf  hogs  in  the  United  States  in 
prospect  for  the  first  half  of  the  1936-37  narketing  year,  it  is 
probable  that  exports  of  hog  products  will  increase  somewhat  in  this  period. 
In  the  last  half  of  1936-37>  however,  the  probable  smaller  domestic 
hog  slaughter  is  likely  to  result  in  a  level  of  exports  no  greater  than 

in  the  last  half  :of  1935-36.  : 

Canada      .  '.  ; 

After  reaching  the  high  point  for  the  year  ; of  $9.57  American  currency 
in  the  week  ended  August  13,  hog  prices  at  Toronto  declined  to  $8.97 
in  the  week  ended  September  3i  and  to  $3.00  in  the  week  ended  October  1. 
The  average  price  for  the  4  weeks  ended  October  1  was  $8.52  co.-_.ared  with 
$9.21  for  the  last  4  weeks  in  August  and  $9.3°  a  year  earlier.  Heavier 
marketings  were  chiefly  responsible  for  the  lower  hog- prices  in  September. 

The  increase  in  hog  marketings  in  September  over  August  this  year 
was  much  greater  than  in  1935'     The  number  of  nogs  graded  in  the  4  weeks 
ended  October  1  was  271,000,  an  increase  of  18  percent  above  the  last 
4  "weeks  of  August  and  45  percent  above  the  corresponding  4  weeks  of 
September  last  year.     Gradings  of  live  hogs  and  hog  carcasses  in  Canada 
for  the  1935-36  hog  marketing  year  from  October  to  September  amounted  to 
3>326,00O  head,  an  increase  of  10  percent  above  the  same  period  of  1934-35' 

Exports  of  bacon  from  Canada  to  the  United  Kingdom  in  the 
11  months  of  the  hog  marketing  year  up  to  August  31  1936  amounted  to 
122,025.000  pounds,  an  increase  of  3  percent  above  the  same  period  of 
1934-35.    Pork  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  amounting  to  896,000  pounds 
were  almost  twice  as  large  as  in  the  same  11 -month  period  of  last  year, 
and  lard  exports,  totaling  to  23,660,000  pounds,  were  three  times  as 
large  as  in  the  same  period  of  1934-35.     Bacon  exports  to  the  United 
Kingdom  in  August  amounted  to  ll,535i000  pounds,  a  decrease  of  12  percent 
from  July,  but  an  increase  of  4°  percent  compared  with  August  1935. 

Hog  Numbers  in  European  Countrie s 

Latest  hog  census  data  show  total  hog  numbers  in  the  most  important 
hog-producing  countries  of  Europe  tc  be  approximately  5  percent  higher 
at    the  beginning  of  the  1936-37  hog  year  than  at  the  same  time  last  year. 
Outstanding  among  the  increases  in  hog  production  is  the'  marked  upturn  in 
hog  numbers  in  Germany.     The  number  of, hogs  in  Germany  in  early  September, 
totaling  about  25  ,  9  00  ,  0  00  head  was  14 .  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier 
and  the  largest  number  ever  reported  for  that  country.      An  appreciable 
increase  in  numbers  has  also  taken  place  in  Denmark,  and  a  small  increase 
in  the  Netherlands,  both  being  inportdnt     surplus  producing  countries. 
In  Hungary,   however,  hog  numbers  have  declined.     Hog  numbers  in  the  British- 
Isles,  the  most  important  deficit  area  in  Europe,  have  also  been  slightly 
reduced.     The  increased  numbers  in  Denmark  and  Germany  however,  more  than 
offset  the  declines  which  have  occurred  in  other  countries. 
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Germany:     Number  of  hogs  on  farms,  September  4,  1936  with  comparisons 


Hogs  6 

mos."  to  1  yr.' 

;  HogS 

over  1 

yr. 

Sept 

Pigs 

Pigs 

Brood 

sows 

Brood  sows 

1  — 

4  : 

under  ! 

8  wks  • 

, S laugh- : 

: 

In  far-' 

■  S 1  aueh—  * 

• 
• 

In  f ar- 

1",  n  f.  pi  1 

8  whs. 

to 

ter  : 

Total  : 

row(preg- 

t  er  : 

Total  : 

row(preg- 

1/ 

:  6  mo  s  • 

.  hogs  : 

nant) 

:  hogs  : 

nant) 

:  Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

■Thou- 

Thou- 

sands 

sands 

sands 

' sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

1932 

2/ 

:  6,326 

10,341 

4,872 

51" 

255 

440 

1,559 

832 

24,171 

1933 

1934 

!     6 , 348 

10,594 

5,559 

470 

229 

478 

1,483 

768 

25 , 047 

1935 

;  5,853 

9,684 

4,695 

529 

288 

403 

1,410 

775 

22,683 

1936 

:  6,624 

11,042 

5,588 

576 

311 

373 

1,582 

854 

25,895 

Compiled  .from  cable  from  Agricultural  Commissioner,  H.  E.  Seed,  and  original 
official  sources, 
l/  Includes  boars. 

2/  No.  September  estimate  available  for  1033. 


Denmark:     Official  August '29,  1936  estimate  of  hog  numbers-  on  farms 
compared  with  periodical  estimates  in  1935  and  1936 


Boars 


Brood  sows 


Other  hogs  (new  classification) 


4  : 

Not  :' 

132  : 

77  : 

Under 

:  Suck-  : 

months: 

In  j 

in  : 

pounds: 

to  : 

77 

:ling  : 

Date 

and  : 

f arraw: 

farrow: 

Total: 

and  : 

132  : 

pounds 

:pigs  : 

Total 

over  : 

over  : 

pounds : 

.  Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

: sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

Oct.  5,  1935 

.  21 

264 

141 

405 

534 

683 

792 

860 

3,295 

Nov.  16,  1935  : 

21 

278 

132 

410 

565 

674 

882 

766 

3,318 

Dec.  28,  1935 

:  21 

278 

127 

405 

450 

723 

885 

732 

3,216 

Feb.  8,  1936 

:  21 

270 

137' 

407 

518  • 

722 

816 

779 

3,263 

Mar.  21,  1936 

:  '22 

289 

140 

429 

558 

700 

826 

819 

3,354 

May  2,  1936  > 

23 

308 

132 

440 

562 

686 

852 

768 

3,331 

June  13,  1936  • 

24 

314 

141 

455 

559 

700 

826 

810 

3,374 

July  18,  1936  • 

23 

"295 

154 

1  449 

540 

,761 

843 

887 

3,503 

Aug.  29,  1936  , 

.  23 

255 

183 

438 

608 

696 

947 

1,006 

3,718 

Compiled  from  Statistiske  Ef terretninger,  published  by  the  Statistical  Depart- 
ment of  Denmark,  and  reports  from  Agricultural  Commissioner  H.  E.  Heed,  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
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United  Kingdom  and  Irish.  Pree  State 

Considerable  -uncertainty  as  to  the  future  trend  of  bacon-hog  pro- 
duction in  G-reat  Britain  is  felt  at  the  present  time.    The  British  Pig-  Scheme, 
designed  to  bring  about  expansion  of  the  domestic  hog  and  bacon  industry, 
has  failed  to  achieve  its  purpose.    Por  a  time  producers  expanded  production 
in  expectation  of  greater  profits,  but  with  contract  prices  averaging  lower 
than  market  prices  the. tendency  recently  has  been  to  curtail  hog  production. 
The  June  hog  census  revealed  that  a  decline  in  hog  numbers  had  occurred 
compared  with  a  year  earlier.    Northern  Ireland  was  the  only  part  of  G-reat 
Britain "to  show  an  increase.  .  It  is  probable  that  some  modification  of  the 
Pig  Scheme  will  be  made,  possibly  accompanied  by  an  increase  in  pork  import 
quotas  for  1937  and  the  imposition  of  tariffs  on  cured  pork,  although  the 
exact  nature  and  extent  of  the  changes  to  be  made  are  as  yet  unknown. 

Unusually  high  bacon  prices,  -as  reflected  by  Liverpool  quotations, 
characterized  the  British. cur ed-pork  market  during  September.    Danish  Wiltshire 
sides  averaged  $22.45  per  100  pounds,  $3.78  above  the  September  1935  figure 
and  the  highest  September  average  since  1929.     Canadian  green  sides  at 
$19,92  per  100  pounds,  although  registering  some  decline  from  the  average 
of  August,  were  $2.57. above  the  September  1935  figure.    American  green 
bellies,  at  $.17.63  per  100  pounds,  made  the  highest  monthly  average  since 
December  1930.    Ham  prices,  in  contrast  to  bacon  prices,  have  declined  since 
the  first  of  August.    Ham  prices  in  September  averaged  $19.45  per  100  pounds, 
compared  with  $20.58  in  August  and  $22.96  in  September  1935. 

Total  imports  of  bacon  into  the  United  Kingdom,  amounting  to  nearly 
65,000,000  pounds,  were  the  highest  in  Augast  of  any  month  this  season. 
Por  the  first  11  months  of  the  1935-36  season,  however,  total  imports  of  bacon 
were  about  7  percent  less  than  those  of  a  year  earlier.     Imports  from  Denmark 
during  the  season  to  August  31  amounted  to  about  360,000,000  pounds  compared 
with  402,000,000  pounds  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1934-35.     Imports  of 
about  97,000,000  pounds  from  Canada,  for  the  season  to  August  31,  were  2 
percent  below  those  for  the  corresponding  period  a  year  earlier.  Imports 
from  the  Irish  Pree  State  for  the  first  11  months  of  the  season, on  the  other 
hand,  amounted  to  about . 50,000,000  pounds,  nearly  12  percent  more  than 
comparable  1935  imports. 

Imports  of  ham  declined  during  August  from  the  relatively  high  level 
of  imports  for  July.    The  total  of  71,000,000  pounds  for  the  October-August 
period,  nevertheless,  was  slightly  larger  than  imports  of  ham  in  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  1934-35.    Ham  imports  from  the  United  States  during  the 
11  months  were  considerably  smaller  than  those  of  a  year  earlier,  although  in 
August  there  was  a  substantial  increase  over  August  1935.    Ham  imports  from 
Canada,-  on  the  other  hand,  were  maintained  at  a  considerably  higher  level 
during  1935-36  than  in  any  recent  marketing  year.    Imports  from  the  Irish  Pree 
State,  although  not  large,  exceeded  all  previous,  records. 

Liverpool  quota/tions  on  refined  lard  during  September  were  fairly 
steady  at  the  a.dvanced  level  attained  in  July,  averaging  about.  $13.58  per 
100  pounds.    Lard  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  from  all  sources  amounted 
to  less  than' 153^000,000  pounds  for  the  first  11  months  of  the  season,  and 
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were  22  percent  under  those  of  a  year  ago.     The  amount  imported  during 
August  from  the  United  States  was  the  lowest  for  any  month  since  last 
October,  and  the  total  for  the  season  to  August  31  was  52  percent  "below 
October-August  1935  figures.     Canadian  shipments  of  lard  to  the  United 
Kindom,  however,  have  been  running  consistently  higher  than  during  previous 
seasons. 

Total  fat  supplies  in  Great  Britain  have  not  been  reduced  during  the 
period  of  smaller  lard  imports,  margarine  production  having  increased 
sufficiently  to  offset  the  decline.    A  continuation  of  the  reduced  lard 
imports  will  no  doubt  increase  further  the  United  Kingdom's  takings  of  raw 
materials  for  margarine  production.    This  partial  shift  from  lard  to 
substitute  fats'  in  the  United  Kingdom  has  not  as  yet  reached  a  stage  where 
lard  is  at  a  permanent  disadvantage.     Should  the  reduction  in  lard  supplies 
continue  for  a  period  of  years,  however,  it  is  quite  likely  that  the  British 
people  would  become  so  accustomed  to  other  fats  that  lard  prices  would  have 
to  be  reduced  below  those  of  other  fats  in  order  to  move  any  such  quantities 
of  lard  as  have  been  sold  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  previous  years. 

Countries  Important  in  British  Market  Supplies 

Denmark  is  entering  the  1936-37  hog  marketing  year  with  an  appreciable 
hog  surplus,  and  will  be  more  than,  able  to  supply  G-reat  Britain  with  quota 
requirements  and  any  extra  quotas  ?/hich  may  come  with  a  change  in  British 
policy.     The  moderate  increase  in  hog  production  in  the  Netherlands  is  ex- 
pected to  yield  ample  supplies  for  domestic  market  needs,  with  an  increased 
surplus  for  export.    Uncertainty  exists  regarding  Polish  hog  numbers.  Hog 
prices  have  been  relatively  high  compared  with  feed  prices  for  the  last  12 
months  in  Poland,  and  conditions  have  been  favorable  for  increased  hog 
production.    The  great  increase  in  Polish  hog  slaughter,  which  has  occurred 
during  the  last  year,  however,  indicates  that  marketings  of  hogs  may  have 
exceeded  any 'increase  in  production  resulting  from  the  favorable  hog-feed 
price  ratio.    Regardless  of  developments  in  hog  numbers,  Poland  may  be 
expected  to  export  fully  as  much  in  the  present  marketing  year  as  in  the 
last,  chiefly  because  of  her  need  for  foreign  exchange. 

Continental  European  Importing  Countries 

The  marked  increase  in  hog  production  in  Germany  will  be  the  outstand- 
ing feature  in  the  coming  hog  year  in  continental  Europe'.    Hog  numbers,  which 
were  about  22,700,000  on  September  4,  1935,  increased  to  nearly  25,900,000 
in  September  this  year.     The  number  reported  was  'larger  than  in  September  of 
both  1934  and  1931, When  the  total  number  was  also  over  25,000,000  head. 
Under  ordinary  conditions,  this  number  would  result  in  a  pork  surplus,  al- 
though it  does  not  provide  sufficient  fats  to  meet  Germany's  domestic  needs. 
This  year  no  pork  surplus  is  expected  to  ensue,  largely  because  of  a  shortage 
in  cattle. 

Germany  will  no  doubt  continue  to  import  hogs,  lard,  and  fatbacks,  as 
well  as  beef,  but  only  in  quantities  for  which  the  supplying  countries  can 
accept  payment  in  German  goods.    Such  developments  are  in  keeping  with  the 
German  trade  policy,  and  it  is  becoming  increasingly  clear  that  the  limiting 
factor  in  this  type  of  trade  is  the  ability  of  the  exporting  country  to  absorl 
German  goods.     Imports  from  Denmark,  Poland,  and  Hungary  have  been  less  than 
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Germany  permitted  because  of  the  inability  of  those  countries  to  take  German 
goods,  and  there  is  at  present,  no  reason  to  expect  an  improvement  in  their 
takings  of  such  goods.    Present  prospects  are  that  Germany  will  have  in- 
creased supplies  of  domestic  lard,  slightly  reduced  supplies  of  domestic 
butter,  and  reduced  supplies  of  margarine.     German  margarine,  supplies  for 
the  coming  winter  appear  to  be  a-  weak  point  in  the  fat  situation.  Recently, 
direct  trade  between  Germany  and  the. United  States  has  been  brought  virtually 
to  a  standstill  by  exchange  difficulties.  - 

In  Czechoslovakia,  "July  census  returns  indicated  an  increase  of  about 
6  percent  in  hog  numbers  compared  with  those  of  a  year  earlier.  This 
increase,  however,  will  not  lessen  Czechoslovakia's  need  for  imported  hog 
supplies,  the  latter  being  largely  in  the  form  of  fat  hogs,  used  mostly  for 
lard  production.    It  is  expected  that  Czechoslovakia  will  continue  to  take 
live  hogs,  fatbacks,  and  lard  from  Poland. and  Danube  Basin  countries  in 
quantities  approximating  those  of- last  year. 

Hog  numbers  in  Austria  have  been,  brought  approximately  to  the  level 
where  they  can.be  maintained  on  Austrian-produced  feeds,  but  not  to  the 
point  where  they  can  supply  Austria's  pork  and  lard  requirements.  Consequent- 
ly, Austria  may  be  expected  to  continue  to  import  live  hogs  from  Poland, 
Hungary,  and  Yugoslavia  in  numbers  equal  to,  if  not  exceeding,  last  year's 
imports,  provided  the  exporting  countries  can  accept  Austrian  goods  in 
sufficient  volume  to  pay  for  the  imports. 

Danube  Basin  Exporting  Countries 

In  the  Danube  Basin,  large  feed  crops  and  high  prices  for  hogs  suggest 
a  reversal  of  the  decline  in  hog  numbers  which  has  been  under  way  since  the 
relatively  short  harvest  of  feed  crops  of  a  year  ago.    The  large  corn  and 
barley  crops  harvested  in  the  Basin  this  year  nave  given  rise  to  a  strong 
demand  for  feeders.    Hog  numbers  in  Hungary,  the  Basin's  leading  exporting 
country,  are  now  considerably  smaller  than  those  of  a  year  ago,  and  exports 
in  the  coming  winter  and  spring  are  expected  to  be  somewhat  smaller  than 
those  of  last  winter  and  spring.    The  present  strong  demand  for  feeders, 
however,  gives  rise  to  the  anticipation  of  extensive  feeding  operations 
during  the  winter  and  increased  supplies  of  fat  hogs  and  lard  available  for 
export  in  the  summer  and  fall  of  1937. 

Danubian  lard  exports  during  August  totaled  approximately  3,300,000 
pounds  compared  with  2,116,000  pounds  in  July  and  4,541,000  pounds  in  August 
1935.    About  60  percent  of  the  exported  lard  originated  in  Hungary  as 
against  79  percent  a  year  earlier.    Hungarian  lard  in  August  was  shipped 
almost  exclusively  to  Czechoslovakia.    Because  of  less  favorable  prices, 
only  small  quantities  were  shipped  to  Germany.     It  is  probable  that  exports 
to  that  country  will  continue  to  be  smell  during  the  next  few  months  unless 


HP-83  -  10. 


the  German  Livestock  Monopoly' consents  to  pay  materially  higher : prices  than 
heretofore.    Prices  on  the  Hungarian  markets,  at  about  14  cents. per  pound, 
were  also  relatively  too  high  to  make  exports  to  England  profitable.  Yugo- 
slav lard  exports  during  August,  amounting  to  about  40  percent  of  the  total 
from  the  Basin,  were  exclusively  to  Czechoslovakia  at  an  average  price  of 
14.5  cents  per  pound,  f.o.b.  the  Yugoslav  frontier. 

Live-hog  exports  from  the  Basin  during  August  were  estimated  at 
about  55,000' head  as  compared  with  56,440  head  in  July  and  56,042  head  in 
August  1935.    Of  these  exports  45  percent  originated  in  Yugoslavia.  Be- 
cause of  relatively  higher  prices  in  Czechoslovakia1 than  in  Austria,  ship- 
ments to  the  former  were  increased  during  August  and  those  to  the  latter 
decreased.     It  is  reported  that  Czechoslovak  import  requirements  during  the 
fall  and  winter  months  will  be  large.     It  is  probable,  therefore,  that  the 
reduced' numbers '  available  for  export  from  the'  Basin  will  go  largely  to 
Czechoslovakia  and  that  shipments  to  Austria  will  remain  below  usual  levels. 


Hogs  and  pork  products:     Indices  of  foreign  supplies  and  demand 


Oct.  - 

Aug . 

1509-10  : 

1924-25: 

Country  and  item 

Unit 

to  : 
191 3- l4: 
average: 

to  : 
1928-29: 
average: 

i  q^v34: 

19^4-35"' 

1935-36 

Jnited  Kingdom 

Supplies,  domestic 
fresh  pork,  London 

1,000 
pounds 

49,475 

68, 3S5 

60, 081 

67,679 

76,94i 

Imports  : 
Bacon 

Denmark   

Irish  Free  State 
United  States  .  : 

Canada   

Others   

ii 

11  1 

1! 
11 

II 

169,355 
38,920 
39.755 

461,397 
48,947 
97,473 
70,388 

150,552 

644,413 
18,821 
5,269 
30,660 

327.975 

459,524 

32,533 
4,928 

92,029 
226.849 

402,111 

44,577 
2,729 
9S,737 
179.848 

359,214 
49,816 
1,278 
96,837 

165.55- 

Total  "bacon  . 

It 

473.548 

828.757 

1.031.140 

815.867 

728. 002 

673.  S9£ 

Ham,  United  States 

Total  

Lard,  total   

II 
II 

89,072 
198,095 

117,992 
248,359 

90,535 
278,097 

80,481 
303,730 

70,678 
195,221 

71,056 
152, 619 

Denmark 
Exports,  "bacon  .... 

458,299 

660,089 

478,826 

409 , 052 

370,606 

Canada 

Slaughter, 

hogs,  inspected  ■ 

•1000s 

•  •  1,55S 

2,395 

2,548 

2,646 

2,625 

2,852 

3-ermany 
Production 

Hog  receipts, 
14  cities   

it 

2,953 

2,854 

3,308 

3,028 

2,486 

Hog  slaughter, 
36  centers   

tt 

4,06l 

3,677 

3,87s 

4,305 

4,103 

1/ 

Imports 

Bacon,   total  .... 
Lard,  total  ..... 
Jnited  States 

1,000 

pounds 
11 

:  2,411 
-  181,568 

15,481 
200,678 

27,3S8 

186,768 

27,506 
109,159 

24,461 
48,005 

22,479 
76,493 

Slaughter, 

hogs,   inspected  . 
Exports 

1000s 

•  29,749 

42,700 

44,066 

41,309 

28,936 

28,619 

Bacon 

1,000 

United  Kingdom 
Cuba   

pounds 
11 
tt 

•  120,385 

•  1,371 
7,421 

60,011 
10,481 
18,955 

2,622 

1,  24l 

3,876 

2,792 

2,493 
4,602 

1,493 

0 

4,165 

1,055 

29 

1,389 

Total  "bacon  . 

11 

163,915 

129,010 

15,752 

21,172 

7,393 

3,576 

Hams,   shoulders  . 

United  Kingdom 

ti 

•  130.542 

132.172 

61 ,76s 

56.450 

46.636 

38,625 

Total  hams  etc 

11 

151,831 

157,357 

70,608 

65,034 

55,206 

4l,36l 

Lard 

United  Kingdom 
Germany   

Netherlands  •  •  . 

it 
it 
tt 
11 

157,933 
126,440 
34,883 
33,382 

210,059 
172,290 

73,969 
37,210 

255,281 
125,438 
10,068 
33,843 

287,503 
5S,4o4 
16,302 

20,442 

97,131 
2,513 

28,497 
10 

57.872 
6,4o6 

22,407 
46 

Total  lard  . - 

it 

430,446 

664,435 

517,545 

489,105 

139,202 

92,550 

U  Not  available . 
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Hogs  and  pork  products:     Foreign  and  domestic  average  prices  per  100  pounds 
for  the  month  indicated,  and  stocks  at  the  end  of  each  month 


I  tern 


1909-1513 
average 


1925-1929 
average 


Aug.  1935 


July  1936 


Aug.  19.36 


Tin!  1  ■jr" 

Tlrs  1  1  p  ■p*"' 

1/  Jllul  0 

Tl  n  1  1  ri  T*  c: 

1/UllCLi  O 

UUllal 0 

T)r\1  1  nY»c 

pvi  c  n <"!  ■ 

X  J-  -1-  ^      0  1 

TTn  P  H        HIT  1  r  P  £rr\       ll'if  i  n  • 

jj ci.V- JXU 1  0        ctllQ.    bllJLjLJjJGI  S  , 

o  .  UU 

1 1  nk 

in  72 

1U  .  [  O 

Q  7^ 

xu  •  uo 

born,   unicago,  no •   j  lexxow 

1 

1  .  db 

1  1^ 
X.  (O 

X  .  <4  o. 

1  £7 

9  r\i 
2.03 

TT  *"\  r  n         n  cqi/tt           *Q  e~\  v  1  "1         1  -i  tt,-. 
IlOgo,     ILUcLvy  j        J3UIX111  ilVC 

19  XI 

17  11 
X  (  .  X  X 

i  e  7q 

X  (  .  (U 

1  7    7  Pi 
1  (  .  (  J 

1  79 
1.  (d 

9  11 

3>(JD 

7  99 
j>.  dd 

1  Pill 

Lard 

10.89 

15  .4-2 

lb .  61 

12 . 10 

12  .81 

loin 
Id  .  1U 

-1-9  -  JO 

1  7  r>a; 
1  1  •  Uo 

1  7  ns? 
X  (  .  Uo 

19  X7 
Id.  j,/1 

lj  •  33 

1  C  -1-7 

lb .  1  / 

iy  .  04- 

i  9  00 

id  .  lid 

1  7  07 
I3.27 

Cured  pork 

Li v  eroool 

.Hilic  1  1  *—  clil    sXlU  1  u     U  U_  u 

•15.70 

26.  U9 

23.29 

21.97 

20.58. 

American  green  "bellies 

22  .is 

"NT            '  T 

Nominal 

lb .  71 

17.03 

Danish  Wi It shire  sides 

:  16.60 

26.0s 

19. 3U 

20.65 

22.25 

r*.  r\  ~c\  v\  (\  i  Pi  ~n    c  y*  o  cvn    <■<  "1  r\  c? 

1 R  67 
X  J  .  u  / 

9X  9?? 

1  7  9ll 

18.23 

20.31 

1 , 000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

"oounds 

pounds 

"oounds 

oounds 

oounds 

Stocks 

United  States 

67^,9^1 

325,2^9 

4111,961 

420, SU8 

Lard  in  cold  storage  .... 

158,190 

53,537 

117,02b 

110,561 

1/  Dry  salt  cured  and  in  proce 

3s  of  cure; 

pickled, 

cured, 'and 

in  nrocess  of  cure 

and  frozen. 

0  - 


